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		Description

Takes Place During Friendship is Magic: Part 2

Nightmare Moon has thrown Equestria into an eternal night since returning from her thousand year exile on the moon. Now it's up to a prestigious unicorn named Twilight Sparkle, and a certain group of five other mares to put an end to the tyrant's ruthless regime.
After overcoming every test  that Nightmare Moon trialed them with; there seems to be one more before they can reach the castle and retrieve the Elements. They must answer five questions--
Three questions.
Three questions given by a strange looking creature who is apparently blind in one eye. If they succeed in answering the five questions--
Three questions.
Three questions. Then Equestria has hope to restore its harmony. However if they fail in doing so. Then surely the country and all its surrounding continents will be doomed for all eternity.
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    After a rather lengthy and trialed journey through the Everfree Forest, Twilight Sparkle and her ‘accomplices’ as she would rather put it for now who consisted of Applejack, Pinkie Pie, Rainbow Dash, Rarity, and Fluttershy breathed a sigh of relief when they saw the Castle of the Two Sisters come into view.
“There it is! The ruin that contains the Elements of Harmony. We made it!” Twilight exclaimed as a wave of excitement washed over her. After overcoming the obstacles of loose cliffs, cranky manticores, and distressed sea-serpents, she was ecstatic to know the only way to stop Nightmare Moon was so close now.
Without a second thought, she began galloping as fast as she could towards the ruin.
“Twilight! Wait for us!” Applejack called out before she, along with the others began pursuit.
“We’re almost there!” Twilight said before she saw a strange, yet short statured, slightly hunched-over bipedal creature come into view. It wore a long grey wooly robe that covered up its feet, and held some kind of necklace in its two fleshy, five-fingered appendages which kind of looked like claws. Since it had a long and straggly greyed-out beard that connected with its mane, Twilight identified it as male. The other noticeable feature that she spotted was that he had cataracts in his left eye which indicated blindness.
The creature suddenly held up his right hand before calling out in a scratchy, gruff voice. “Stop!”
Sure enough, Twilight immediately ceased her galloping, causing all four of her hooves to skid along the ground before coming to a complete halt. Unfortunately though this action caused the others to crash into her from behind into a mass pile-up.
“Who would cross the Bridge of Death must answer me these questions three, ‘ere the other side she see,” the creature uttered in a manner of delivering a riddle.
“Huh?!” Twilight gasped in utter disbelief: mainly on the fact that in all the books she’s read about the castle; there was no record of anypony or anything guarding its bridge, along with giving it an unsettling title.
“Uh Twilight. How come you never mentioned a pop quiz trial?” Rainbow asked looking at her a bit perturbed. “I’ll have you know I’m not into egghead stuff.”
“And why does it have to sound so scary?” Fluttershy whimpered as she shrouded her face into her long mane. 
“Because it wasn’t supposed to happen at all!” Twilight cried. The girls noticed that Twilight’s mane had suddenly become messy as the pupils in her eyes shrunk to pinpricks.
“How could I have not known about this? Was there possibly a recent and updated version of a volume I missed on the castle’s history? No that can’t be possible, I always stay up to date on new revisions and releases! How did I suddenly lose track? Why…”
Before Twilight could go on a full freakout rant, Applejack clamped a forehoof over the frazzled mare’s mouth which instantly silenced her.
“Whoa easy there, hon. There’s no need to make a fuss over somethin’ so small. Surely all of us would be caught off guard if we were in your hooves, but we wouldn’t go think too hard about it. If y'all want my input: Nightmare Moon obviously had somethin’ to do with this feller as a final attempt to stop, or delay us from findin’ the elements before she can.”
That seemed to calm Twilight’s nerves since her eyes and mane seemed to return to a normal state.
“You’re right, Applejack. Nightmare Moon possesses ancient and powerful enough magic to make the unexpected happen to scare off or slow her enemies.”
Twilight then turned her head to look at the creature who was wearing a smug grin on his face. His unclean spaced out teeth visibly showing.
“This has to be the last test. So who wishes to answer the five questions--”
“Three questions.” Applejack corrected.
“Three questions that this being has first?”
All of the mares; except for Pinkie, exchanged nervous glances at one another. This situation seemed way more difficult than any of the other previous encounters that they’ve had. There surely had to be another and obvious way around this, but nopony… not even a clever mare like Twilight, could figure it out.
“Ohh! Pick me, pick me!” Pinkie said while waving a hoof frantically as if to get a teacher’s attention in class.
“Okay, Pinkie. Just be careful,” Twilight advised. Since this mare was the first to make her laugh with joy in a long time, Twilight sure hated the thought of something bad happening to her.
Pinkie just nodded and bounded up to the keeper as he should be officially titled as.
“Alright, mister I’ll answer your questions. Bring it on!”
“What is your name?”
“My name’s Pinkamena Diane Pie of Ponyville.”
“What is your quest?”
“To find the Elements of Harmony to stop that meanie Nightmare Moon.”
“What is your favorite color?”
“Pink!”
“Right. Off you go,” the bridgekeeper said no longer sounding all that creepy, and more pleasant.
“Yippee!” Pinkie cheered before bouncing on the bridge as she made her way across. Since the appearance of the bridge was quite rickety, it was shocking that the structure didn't collapse from the punishment it was receiving from Pinkie’s hooves.
Twilight and the rest of the girls didn’t pay that much mind though but instead had their heads elsewhere: and Rainbow was the one who said the thought aloud in her own way.
“Pfft. This will be easier than I thought,” she said before taking her leave of the group to take her self-appointed turn to answer the questions.
“Stop!” the keeper commanded, reverting back to his imposing attitude. “Who approaches the Bridge of Death must answer me these questions three, ‘ere the other side she see.”
“Yeah, yeah; just ask me the questions, dude. We haven’t got all night.”
The irony though is that the night was now eternal thanks to Nightmare Moon’s return. Rainbow just forgot that fact, or was just getting quickly annoyed with this creature’s theatrics to even care.
“What is your name?”
“Rainbow Dash… of Cloudsdale.”
Rainbow felt strange answering in such a manner, but it seemed to be necessary if it worked for Pinkie.
“What is your quest?”
“To find the Elements of Harmony.”
“What… is the capital of Assyria?”
This caught Rainbow completely off guard since she was expecting the final question to be what her favorite color was, and it annoyed her even more.
“Huh! How the hay am I supposed to know tha--” 
Her tirade was cut off when she was suddenly tossed into the air by an unseen force before it threw her into the foggy gorge, screaming all the way down.
“Rainbow!” Fluttershy screamed with tears in her eyes as she helplessly watched her filly-hood friend disappear from sight.
Now it dawned on everypony why the bridge was given such a name, and what would happen if any of them gave a wrong answer to a question, or just couldn’t give an answer in general. No matter though, they’ve gotten this far already and knew they couldn’t turn back now; even if it meant losing a few hooves.
Applejack decided to go next despite knowing she was taking a great risk, but she hoped that it would be worth it in the end; and that it would avenge Rainbow’s sacrifice.
“Stop! What is your name?”
“Applejack of Sweet Apple Acres.”
“What is your quest?”
“To seek the Elements of Harmony.”
“What is your favorite color?”
“Pink.” 
Applejack then realized that she accidently copied Pinkie’s answer to that question out of suppressed nervousness.
“No wait, re--”
It was already too late though as the same force picked up the farmpony before dumping her into the gorge. 
“WHOA NELLLLLLYYYYYYYYYYY!!!”
The keeper gave a malicious chuckle at the event of two travelers failing in a row.
It was at this moment that Twilight felt a wave of anger wash over her that gave a sense of courage. She wasn’t going to let Nightmare Moon get away with making her lose a couple of the mares that could possibly become her best and truest friends. She then marched up to the bridge keeper to take her turn. As far as she knew, she was one of the smartest ponies in Equestria so she knew she could handle this challenge.
“Stop! What is your name?”
“It is Twilight Sparkle of Canterlot.”
“What is your quest?”
“To obtain the Elements of Harmony and stop Nightmare Moon’s eternal night.”
“What is the air-speed velocity of an unladen swallow?”
Thankfully Twilight could provide an answer to this; but in order to give a precise answer, she needed a specific category.
“Which one? An Equestrian or Zebrican swallow?”
Now it was the bridge keeper’s turn to wear an expression of uncertainty.
“What? I don’t know that!”
Twilight, Fluttershy, and Rarity only watched as the keeper was picked up by his own supposed magic before he himself was thrown into the gorge, rendering the pathway clear without any more interference.
When the screams of the keeper faded, Twilight and the remaining mares began to carefully cross the bridge, watching every step they took. 
“How do you know so much about swallows, darling?” Rarity asked out of the blue.
“Well you have to know these things when you’re a protege student you know,” Twilight replied casually.
“Um… I could’ve answered that question about swallows to,” Fluttershy said. When Twilight and Rarity gave her a look of what the timid mare perceived as annoyance, Fluttershy just emitted a slight whimper before shrinking back into her mane.
When the trio reached the other side of the gorge, they spotted Pinkie eagerly waiting for them.
“Hey, girls! What took you?” she then looked behind them. “ And where’s Rainbow Dash and Applejack?”
Twilight, Rarity, and Fluttershy all gave a solemn look.
“Pinkie… there’s no easy way to say this,” Twilight began. “They didn’t--”
“Oh wait, there they are!” Pinkie interupted while pointing a hoof behind the three.
They all turned in the direction see much to their surprise and delight both Rainbow and Applejack emerging from the side of the cliff holding on to one another, looking a bit bruised up. There just happened to be a conveniently placed set of carved stairs nearby leading into and out of the gorge the entire time.
“Rainbow! You’re alive!” Fluttershy cheered with overjoyed tears in her eyes before bringing her friend into a tight hug.
“Ow, ow, ow,” Rainbow winced, immediately making Fluttershy let go.
“Oh I’m so sorry!”
“Heh. It’s fine, Flutters,” Rainbow assured while forcing a smirk. “It’s just a few scratches is all.”
“But how is this possible?” Twilight asked.
“I’m a pegasus, duh,” Rainbow replied while giving her wings a slight flap while flinching a bit from the pain in doing so. “Before I hit the bottom, I engaged my wings to slow my fall and lessen the impact. It wasn’t too bad until AJ then fell on top of me.”
The latter gave a nervous chuckle as she rubbed the back of her neck.
“Sorry ‘bout that, sugarcube.”
“What about that horrid creature? Did he survive as well?” Rarity asked while glancing at the spot Rainbow and AJ emerged from, expecting to see him limping up as well.
“Since he didn’t land on me like AJ did, or seem to have any power to stop or slow is fall; take a wild guess.”
“Oh,” was all Rarity managed to say while giving a slight cringing expression. The others followed suit.
“Well now that we’re all together again and still in one piece, let’s find the Elements and put an end to Nightmare Moon’s regime once and for all,” Twilight stated.
The others nodded before they followed Twilight the rest of the way to the entrance of the castle. It was there that they found themselves once again halted. This time by a large oak double-door that barricaded the entire front entrance to the castle. The strange thing was that the appearance of the door appeared new and fresh instead of severely worn down, or completely crumbled away as one would expect to find in a thousand year-old ruin.
Twilight raised a hoof and knocked three times on the door to see if anypony would answer.
“Hello!” she called. “Is anypony in there?”
Twilight and the others remained silent for a moment to see if they could hear a response. When one didn’t come, she tried again.
“Hello!” she called again a bit louder.
This time, Twilight and the girls spotted a figure emerging from the top of the castle wall, wielding a torch to light up its features in the dark. It wore a steel helmet that was in the shape of an olive, along with a piece of chainmail armor that covered its entire neck. From its facial features, the mares then knew that this was yet another one of those creatures. However this one appeared more neatly groomed since his facial hair was styled in an exaggerated moustache that curled up on the ends, along with a goatee on his chin.
“‘Allo! Who is zis?” the creature asked Twilight in a rather outrageous Prench accent.
Well how bad could this guy possibly be? Twilight thought to herself. 
She would soon learn however that it would’ve been better if she didn’t ask such a thing. More so, it probably would’ve been even more smarter if all of them just stayed in bed and learn to accept Nightmare Moon as their new and rightful ruler.    

			Author's Notes: 
And that's how Equestria and every other continent around it  was doomed for all eternity[image: :moustache:].
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