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		Description

A spiritual rewrite of the deleted story 'A Shimmering Memory'. Sunset has decided to take drastic measures after being accused of being Anon-a-Miss. She finds family with the most unlikely of people.
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		Drastic Measures



Sunset woke up from another nightmare; although she would just say it was the same memory on daily repeat. It starts with a replay of her friends accusing her of posting secrets and ends with their siblings ‘confessing’ their involvement.
♢ NIGHTMARE ♢
‘Girls; you have to believe me. I never posted your secrets online,’ Sunset begged, dropping to her knees
‘No matter what you tell us; we don’t have to listen,’ Applejack answered coldly
‘You betrayed us by posting our secrets online,’ an oblivious Dash replied
‘Go away Secret Stealer,’ Pinkie added
○ SCENE CHANGE ○
‘So, you finally understand. Those five girls were never your friends,’ demon Shimmer taunted ‘They were using you this whole time.’
‘Shut up! Shut! Shut up! You're lying,’ Sunset countered, before covering her ears
‘We framed you and there's nothing you can do about it,’ the CMC taunted in unison
‘There is one thing you can do,’ the demon said sadistically 
‘Never. I won't resort to such methods.’
‘It's either that; or run back to mommy with your tail between your legs. Let her tell you she told us so,’ the demon countered
♢ END NIGHTMARE ♢
“I'm sorry Twilight. I couldn't be the student you wanted. Hell; I couldn’t be a good friend, either.”
Looking around the room; her eyes fell on a black pouch accidentally left by her neighbor Discord. She asked him to fix an appliance that wasn't working; only for him to forget the knife when he left. Inside the black pouch was a red utility knife. Opening the case revealed a razor blade that had become dull with use. 
“No point in using a dull blade,” she thought “Best to change it for a new one.”
After completing the task and throwing it into her backpack; she decided to write a final message to Twilight as the previous one still went unanswered.

You haven't written in a while. Has your problem been solved?
No. Right now; I'm at the end of my rope, so to speak. Most of the bastards at school believe I spilled secrets about them. If I don't come back to Equestria; I want you to know that you were my only friend.
-Sunset Shimmer
‘Sunset; please do not do what I hope you aren't planning. I love you and want you to be safe. You'll be welcome in Equestria with a full pardon of your crimes.
-Your mother, Celestia
That Tuesday at school; it was just another day at CHS. With the holidays nearing; it was supposed to joyous, as everyone was looking forward to spending time with their families. Since Anon-a-Miss started; any hope or joy Sunset might have had vanished, only to be replaced with emptiness and loneliness.
“Anon-a-Miss returns. Didn't get a good enough view of me naked,” Lightning Dash demanded, slamming into her
Sunset actually kept walking and ignored everyone; even when she was accidentally slammed into. Had anyone looked closely at her; they would find no luster or shine in her eyes. No longer had she cried any tears about the treatment received as now Sunset Shimmer was only a shell of her former self.
Once again; the school seemed to do nothing about her locker being covered in graffiti. Amongst the expletives written, was a drawing of her demon form; which Sunset would have found to be humorous, except for the fact it was made to look like a slut. She shrugged and removed the books needed and headed off to the next level of hell (her classes).
“Anything you wish to say to the class,” Mrs. Harshwinny demanded as the class laughed
Sunset found herself staring straight ahead in class without any movement or recognition of her surroundings. That was proven when someone decided to slap her in the face.
“Shimmer? Hey; Anon-a-Bitch! I'm talking to you,” Gilda yelled
“Why did you slap her in the face,” Ms. Cheerilee asked 
“I wanted to make sure she is still alive,” Gilda replied casually 
As class was being let out for lunch; Sunset found herself heading to the bathroom. Once inside, she reached into her backpack and removed the utility knife, before sticking it in her jacket pocket. Upon heading to the lunchroom, someone decided to shove into her again; actually knocking her down to a knee.
“Do us all a favor and die already,” someone said
“Go back home pony freak,” another added
After getting back to her feet, Sunset continued to her destination in the cafeteria. Sitting at a table in the back of the room were her former friends; the Rainbooms. Once at the table, she casually dropped her bag on the floor next to her as they looked up at her.
“Go away,” Rainbow Dash said, throwing a balled up napkin at her face, striking right between the eyes
“We don't want no excuses about you not being Anon-a-Miss so fuck off,” Applejack added; albeit uncharacteristically
Rarity, Fluttershy and Pinkie just sat there looking at the girl in front of them. The girls watched as she reached into her jacket and removed the knife, raising the blade with one simple motion.
“Goodbye,” Sunset said without any emotion 
“What do you mean,” Pinkie asked 
Sunset proceeded to jab the blade into her neck as Fluttershy closed her eyes. With a fluid movement; the blade found itself drawn across the jugular vein in her neck.
“Oh my god,” Rarity said in horror
“What. The. Fuck,” Dash asked in shock
Blood gushed out, hitting anything nearby; although Rarity became the unfortunate victim in the process. Sunset collapsed to the floor as blood continued to pour out.
“Call 911! Someone get a fucking ambulance,” AJ yelled
“I'm getting out of here,” someone yelled
“Gangway,” another cried
“Let's go,” a girl demanded 
Two girls at a nearby table raced over to Sunset as one shoved Dash aside to get a clear path. In the process, a pair of glasses belonging to one of them fell to the floor.
“Vinyl? What was that for,” Octavia asked
“Tavi; just help me cover the wound,” Vinyl demanded “You could read me the riot act later.”
“Come on; Sunset,” Octavia pleaded
“Stay with us goddammit,” Vinyl added as her magenta eyes started filling with tears
Sunset was slipping in and out of consciousness due to the amount of blood she lost as her pulse slowed. In the meantime; the room started to empty before paramedics arrived. 
“Alright girls. We'll take it from here,” a paramedic replied “What's your friend's name?”
“Sunset Shimmer,” Fluttershy answered in a whisper 
“Sunset? We're going to get you to the hospital,” a second paramedic said
“Vinyl; what the hell was that for,” Dash demanded, pushing Vinyl
“Trying to save a friend. You fucked up and let her suffer,” Vinyl replied slapping her in the face “You don't deserve to have Sunset as a friend. I honestly hope she survives because the five of you deserve to be punished.”
As the paramedics raced to get Sunset to the hospital, another visitor entered the room. Discord; who was known for his signature patchwork suit, had discarded the jacket and wore a black police vest over the dress shirt with a camera around his neck and rubber gloves. While his name was on the Velcro strap on the right; the opposite side and back read ‘CHS’ inside of ‘POLICE’. The group watched as he carefully placed the knife in a box marked ‘Evidence’ and proceeded to take pictures of the scene.
“All of you; follow me. Now,” Discord ordered
Without argument, everyone was directed to Celestia’s office where just their guide entered the room.
“Wait here until called,” he said simply, over his shoulder 
“Everything taken care of,” Celestia asked vaguely 
“As good as it gets. Photos taken and evidence collected. Girls are waiting outside,” Discord replied 
“Get changed,” Luna said
“Yes ma'am,” he answered, with a salute 
Discord quickly removed the vest and handed it over to Luna who took it into her office. He started rolling up the sleeves before buttoning them. Discord’s right forearm had a tattoo design of a harlequin jester sitting on a throne holding a rifle. On both sides of the throne were tombstones with a scythe and crown. His former teammates Luna and Chrysalis had their own variants of the image with a reaper and queen sitting on the throne. In the process, Celestia stepped outside to address the students assembled there.
“Would someone tell me why three of my students are covered in blood,” Celestia asked, rubbing her temples “You know what; nevermind. One at a time. My office.”
Celestia turned and headed back into her office before plopping into her seat. Following behind her was a confused Octavia; who decided to get it over with.
“Please explain what happened,” Luna asked
“I didn't hear the entire conversation; but Sunset proceeded to drop to the ground with blood spraying from her neck. Vinyl grabbed me and shoved Rainbow Dash aside before the two of us tried to stop the bleeding,” Octavia replied
Discord sat on the side of the desk transcribing everything that was said, before handing the paper to Octavia.
“Please sign this. This is a transcript of what you said,” Discord commented “This will be turned over to the police.”
Vinyl gave the same explanation of what happened as Octavia and proceeded to sign her paper.
“Why did you decide to take action,” Luna asked, wanting clarification 
“I had a family member kill himself when I was younger. I didn't want to see that happen again,” Vinyl said with a sigh “Can I get my hands washed?”
“Go ahead and tell Octavia the same thing. Afterwards; head into the storage room and take a pair of shorts and t-shirt for the two of you and Rarity,” Celestia replied
“I'll get this over with,” Dash said with a sigh
Upon heading in; she glanced over at Discord’s tattoos. Other than the jester on the throne; his left forearm had a simple design with the words ‘Death Before Dishonor’.  Seeing that brought the gravity of the situation she found herself in.
“See something interesting,” Discord commented casually “You've been looking at my tattoos since you entered.”
“I recognize what happens to be good art,” she answered
“Your eyes haven't gone to my right forearm; only my left,” he mused
“We fucked up, okay!? Sunset found herself in this situation due to us! That phrase struck a note,” Dash said, before breaking down in tears
“It seems that wasn't the only thing that was struck,” Luna mused “Vinyl has a nice arm when she wants to show it.”
“I deserve the slap she gave me. She was right about us not deserving to have Sunset as a friend. Please take the journal from Sunset’s backpack and let Princess Twilight know what happened,” Dash commented, wiping her eyes
After her admission of guilt; a full explanation of events was given leading up to the suicide attempt. The entire creation of Anon-a-Miss was also mentioned, as neither Celestia or Luna actually knew what truly happened. 
The remaining members of the group headed inside and told their stories before signing Discord’s transcripts. With that completed; each file was placed in a box alongside the camera and knife before sealing it.
“What happens now,” Applejack asked
“Head home for the day. Your schoolmates have already decided to leave. We'll head over to the hospital and inform your families about tomorrow,” Celestia answered with a sigh
With that; the girls departed ways leaving just the three adults. Although Celestia didn't drink; this felt like the perfect time for one to settle her nerves.
“Just between us; how is anyone helping Sunset,” Celestia asked “She's a refugee from another world.”
“I had an old friend create documents stating Discord is her guardian,” Luna replied 
“Queen? It's been a while since we last met,” Discord commented
● PARAMEDICS (Immediately after removing Sunset) ●
“Get an OR ready! We have an emergency entry. High school female with single slash wound across neck,” the ambulance driver ordered
“Stay with us Sunset,” another paramedic begged desperately “We're almost to the hospital.”
The ambulance raced through the streets of Canterlot as the driver headed to the hospital. Once there; a group of doctors and nurses emerged to help the patient into an operating room. 
“Alright let's get to work. Clamp the veins and arteries first,” the surgeon directed
“Yes, doctor,” a nurse replied
□ SUNSET □
“What happened? Am I dead?”
“Not yet. You're certainly on death's door,” the demon replied
“I hnuh,” Sunset started before dropping 
□ OPERATING ROOM □
“We're losing her,” a nurse stated
□ SUNSET □
“Not if I can help it,” the demon commented
A screen was situated in front of the pair, allowing external stimuli to register. Despite Sunset having her eyes closed; her hearing was still functional. Without warning, a claw was plunged into Sunset’s chest, causing her to bolt upright in the process.
□ OPERATING ROOM □
The heart monitor flat lined for about three seconds before restarting. For a brief moment, the illusion of black and red demon wings were seen on Sunset; much to the confusion of the surgeons.
□ SUNSET □
“What happened?”
“You died for a few seconds before I saved you. Don't do that again,” the demon said through tears, hugging her
“I'll try not to. Thanks for saving me.”
About six hours of surgery later; Sunset’s wound was closed with 25 stitches, as her jugular vein was repaired. Two pints of blood were used to replace what was loss in the suicide attempt. For her safety; the doctors placed her in a medically induced coma.
● PRINCIPAL CELESTIA ●
“Well; let's get going,” Celestia said with a sigh
“I'll meet you at the hospital. I need to drop off the box,” Discord replied
● DISCORD ●
After carefully placing the box in his truck; Discord headed down the street to the Canterlot Police Station.
“Long time no see. What brings you back,” an officer asked
“The incident at CHS.”
“Discord; this way,” a secretary directed “Tirek will see you now.”
“It's been a while; Centaur.”
“Too long. I haven't heard that name in so long; I've forgotten it. What happened at the school,” Tirek demanded “A retired cop doesn't usually return to his precinct with an evidence box.”
“Sunset Shimmer slit her throat. Inside the box is the very knife used, along with confessions from the girls involved.”
“I see. Thank you for that. It saves us the trouble of questioning them,” Tirek said, relenting “I really wish this was under better circumstances.”
“As do I; my friend. I'd rather see us get together for a fun gathering; not an attempted suicide.”
“Take care, and be safe. May Faust be by your side,” Tirek prayed
“And She with you.” 
After the task was completed; Discord headed to rejoin the others at the hospital. 
■ ADULT REUNION ■
The sisters reluctantly climbed in Celestia’s car as they drove to the hospital. Once they checked in; Discord joined them along with a female in all black with green hair.
“Thanks for joining us, Chryssi. It's unfortunate we meet under such circumstances,” Luna said
“Discord,” a receptionist called
“Yes,” he answered
“Miss Shimmer is currently in the recovery room in a medically induced coma,” a nurse explained 
“Will she make it,” Celestia asked, joining them at the receptionist desk
“I do not know. You are welcome to see her,” the nurse added
The four headed through the doors in the back of the room to get to an area designated for patients. Sunset was laying in the hospital bed, hooked up to a heart monitor; while her neck was gently wrapped up with a brace on. Hearing the constant beep of her pulse was somewhat relieving; knowing she was still alive for now.
“Sunset? I don't know if you can here me; but I am sorry. Luna and I should have known something was wrong and tried to fix it. Please wake up,” Celestia begged, kissing her forehead
“I'm sorry it came to this. I hope you return to us,” Luna added
“I won't say I know what you were going through; but I'm sorry. Chrysalis and I would gladly adopt you as our daughter as long as you're here. I promise you, that the culprit will be found,” Discord said, gently taking Sunset’s hand
“We may not take the place of your original family; but we'll work as a surrogate. Please wake up; darling,” Chrysalis added, gently hugging her
● RAINBOOMS ●
Upon leaving the school; the girls headed to their typical meeting place at Sugarcube Corner. 
“Girls; I think I know what we need to do,” Fluttershy started
“Visit Sunset in the hospital. We know we collectively fucked up. It was our fault Sunset did that,” Rainbow Dash answered, as the others nodded
“If you're going; than we'd like to go as well,” Scootaloo said definitely 
“We'd like to see her before she dies,” Apple Bloom added
“Don't say such things. The doctors can save her,” Rarity begged
“Let's go. Maybe we can still make amends for our actions,” Applejack decided “Unfortunately, the truck won't carry everyone.”
“The rest of us can fit in my parent's van,” Fluttershy suggested 
Once their families were informed of the plan; they headed to the hospital. The Crusaders sat in silence, knowing they were the cause of Sunset’s hospitalization.
“Greetings girls. What are you here for,” a receptionist asked
“We'd like to see Sunset Shimmer,” Rarity answered
“You need to have a parent or guardian vouch for you,” the receptionist said
“I'll vouch for the girls,” a voice answered
“Very well; but all of you cannot be in there at the same time,” the receptionist said, handing them visitor's passes
“I should have known you girls would be here,” Luna mused
“Vice-Principal Luna. You came to see her as well,” Dash asked “Who are you?”
“Chrysalis. A friend of Luna’s,” she answered simply 
“The three of us will stay out here,” Apple Bloom said simply
Pinkie had to put an arm around Fluttershy in order to direct her inside the room. Each of them couldn't believe the position Sunset was in; lying in a bed with machines to keep her alive.
“Sunset? I hope you can hear us. The five of us are sorry for our treatment of you. With only the flimsiest of evidence against you; we thought you were guilty. Please wake up and I promise things between us can be fixed,” Applejack said
“I know what we did was wrong; but please come back. I can throw you some kind of party,” Pinkie replied
“We're sorry; Sunset. Please forgive us,” Fluttershy begged
“None of us want to see you like this. Injured in a hospital bed. We're so sorry,” Rarity added
“This feels like a bad dream. The once powerful Sunset Shimmer now helpless in a hospital bed. I'm sorry we fucked up so badly. Please wake up,” Dash commented through tears
The five trudged out of the room with tears in their eyes as the Crusaders took their turn inside the room. Each of them knowing what they needed to do.
“Sunset; Scootaloo, Sweetie Belle and I, Apple Bloom have a confession to make,” Bloom said before taking a breath
“The three of us framed you and created Anon-a-Miss,” Sweetie Belle admitted
“We thought by framing you, we could spend more time with our sisters. It wasn't supposed to happen that it spread so much. I know we'll never be forgiven; but we hope you'll give us another chance,” Scootaloo explained
With that; the three left the room to see eight very angry people staring at them, while Chrysalis stood off to the side. All three wished they were in Sunset’s place at that moment.
“So; it was the three of you,” AJ asked
“Sweetie Belle; I am very disappointed in you. You should be ashamed of yourself,” Rarity chastised 
“Girls; I'll make you a simple promise: if Sunset manages to wake up, you three will not be punished. However; if she does indeed pass away, you are in deep shit,” Luna threatened 
“You will make a confession in front of the entire school, before deleting the page. Afterwards; you will be turned over to the authorities for punishment. Is that clear,” Celestia added 
“Crystal clear,” the Crusaders said in unison
“I've already had the staff contact me about whatever happens,” Discord replied “I'll let you know about any progress.”
“Get going you three,” Dash warned “Or I'll drag you out.”
The girls headed out of the hospital, trying to retain some civility. Rarity and Applejack were completely silent and made no motion to assist their younger siblings in getting inside the vehicles.
“Wait until Granny Smith hears about this,” AJ commented “Your ass won't feel the same again.”
“Mom and dad won't be too happy either,” Rarity added “If I decide to tell them; that is.”
● CELESTIA ●
“I can't believe it was the three siblings that posted everything,” Celestia said out loud
“My threat stands. For their sake, I hope Sunset wakes up,” Luna replied
“If not; I will personally have the three thrown in juvenile hall,” Chrysalis added angrily 
“Celly; I'm not going to be at work tomorrow. I'm returning here,” Discord said
“I have a couple errands to run, and I'll join you,” Chrysalis added
“Take your time. School goes on in the meantime. When you're ready to return, we'll gladly have you back,” Celestia replied, hugging him
“Thank you. I just don't want to do something I'd regret,” Discord commented

	
		Punishments & Regrets



● RAINBOOMS ●
○ APPLEJACK ○
After dropping the others off at their homes; Applejack took the family pickup truck back to the farm. Neither sister spoke on the ride after the revelation from earlier.
“Welcome back you two. Why the somber faces,” Granny Smith asked “You find that Anonymous person you talk about?”
“Me. My friends Sweetie Belle and Scootaloo helped as well,” Bloom replied sadly
“Mac; could you grab the board for me,” Granny asked
“Yes ma'am,” Big Macintosh replied obediently 
Mac stepped out of the room and headed into his grandma's room looking for a particular object. Inside the closet was a box containing the desired item. He picked up the box and returned to the living room with it. Once it was opened; Granny removed a board with holes drilled throughout it.
“Assume the position,” Granny ordered “Both of you.”
Applejack and Bloom obediently dropped their panties and raised the back of their skirts so their bare behinds were exposed and bent over. Granny Smith proceeded to give four hard smacks with the paddle to each of them; leaving the sisters with red marks and a burning sensation that would make sitting down very uncomfortable for the next few hours at the earliest.
“Why'd I get hit,” Applejack inquired
“What did I teach you,” Granny asked simply
“Don't betray your friends,” AJ answered “Help them out at all times.”
“And I deserved to get a spanking. I just wanted to spend more time with you,” Bloom added
“That is the least of your problems. I pray Sunset Shimmer wakes up, for your sake,” Granny stated menacingly
“Yes Granny. It won't happen again,” both girls said
“Hand them over. Neither of you will need your phones for a while,” she decided
Granny Smith proceeded to shut off each phone and put them up on a shelf out of the way. The girls pulled their panties up and sat down gingerly on the couch.
○ RARITY ○
“Sweetie Belle; I'm disappointed in you. Why did you think this was a good idea,” Rarity asked
“I wanted payback against you. At the party; you kicked me out to hang with Sunset. I snuck in and borrowed her phone to download those pictures,” Sweetie Belle replied
“I need an assistant to model my dresses and you're going to help me.”
“And if I refuse,” Sweetie inquired
“You won't. I could just sent you packing to mom and dad. See how you like that?”
“You're right. I did screw up,” Sweetie added 
“I agree with that. It hurt to see Sunset like that in the hospital. Hopefully she does wake up.”
○ RAINBOW DASH ○
“You both are in trouble,” their father Bow Hothoof said sternly 
“I apologize for my actions. It shouldn't have happened as all I wanted was to spend time with my sister,” Scootaloo commented
“You'll be spending time together alright. Your sports teams have been canceled. No soccer at all. From now on, both of you will focus on your studies,” Windy Whistles added
“After school, the two of you will immediately head home and get your homework done. This will be for the rest of the school year,” Bow replied “I'm also taking your phones and laptop. No electronics are to be used until your mom and I approve.”
“Yes dad,” Dash and Scootaloo said, hanging their heads
○ PINKIE PIE & FLUTTERSHY ○
Fluttershy and Pinkie were the only two that did not have to deal with family punishments. Instead; the two decided to create their own. Fluttershy notified the animal shelter that she would be unable to assist for a while. At the same time; Pinkie told the owners of Sugercube Corner that she wouldn't be coming to assist them.
“That is for the best,” Pinkie said with a sigh
“We caused Sunset so much pain. I just can't believe it was Applejack’s sister and her friends,” Fluttershy added sadly
“We fell for it. That makes it just as bad,” Pinkie replied
● VINYL & OCTAVIA ●
Both musicians sat in the living room of their apartment; but no dubstep emerged from Vinyl’s equipment. Instead; she was playing a somber melody on Octavia’s cello.
“Alright; I'll bite. Why'd you drag me over there this morning,” Octavia asked bluntly
“I never told you; but my uncle committed suicide when I was younger. He was found in the bathtub with slit wrists. Watching Sunset brought back how helpless I was at that moment and I knew what had to be done. Thank you for helping me,” Vinyl answered, wiping her eyes
“I just hope we were able to save her. I don't want to think about the other possibility,” Octavia said before shaking
“That Anon-a-Miss shit was ridiculous. It wasn't Sunset; but I don't know anyone else that might be culprits,” Vinyl commented 
“I agree. With us being roommates, that information could have been used to portray us as lesbians; but it wasn't. Same goes for Lyra and Bon Bon; who actually are a couple. Neither was pointed out by Anon-a-Miss and I have to wonder why,” Octavia mused
“Even at her worst; Sunset never targeted someone due to religion or sexual preferences. But most of these were useless. Bulk Biceps sleeps with a teddy bear? That hardly seems to harm anyone's personal lives,” Vinyl added
“I don't know. I really wished this was a joke,” Octavia said sadly
“As do I, Vinyl mused “Or a dream we could wake up from.”
● DISCORD & CHRYSALIS ●
After leaving the hospital; the pair decided to head to a nearby gym. They found themselves spending the past few hours on a punching bag; using it for punches and kicks.
“I hate this. An innocent girl in the hospital due to the actions of three others out of jealousy,” Discord emphasized with another kick
“I may not have met Sunset until now; but this was certainly uncalled for. I honestly hope she wakes up so maybe things can be rectified amongst her friends,” Chrysalis added
● CELESTIA & LUNA ●
The sisters found it hard to concentrate the rest of the night. Luna suggested they play videogames; but had to quit due to lack of interest. Currently their TV was playing a movie marathon that was only needed to provide noise. 
“I think it would be time to let Twilight know,” Luna commented
“I suppose you're right,” Celestia replied with a long sigh “This is going to be the hardest thing I'll ever have to do.”
Princess Twilight Sparkle-
This is Canterlot High School's Principal Celestia. I regret to tell you that Sunset had been hospitalized earlier this morning.
Greetings Principal Celestia. What happened and does this have to do with what Sunset told me previously
-Twilight Sparkle
Yes it does. Due to the Anon-a-Miss problem; Sunset attempted to take her own life by slitting her throat. Currently she is in the hospital in a coma.
Please keep me informed as to what happens. I will be paying a visit to the school if anything bad happens
My sister and I will let you know what happens.
● SUNSET SHIMMER ●
While Sunset was in her coma; she was still able to hear what transpired inside the room. In her comatose state; she entered the dream realm.
♢ DREAMSCAPE ♢
“Where am I?”
“Glad to see you functioning,” a voice said
“What happened?”
“I'm here only as a guide. Currently; you're in a coma in the hospital after your suicide attempt,” the demon replied “Let's make this comfortable.”
The demon proceeded to snap her fingers; causing the area to change. Instead of a plain white, endless world; the area became an exact replica of Canterlot High School.
“You know; I never had a name for you,” Sunset mused “Sundown. That way; I can properly address you.”
“That's fine to me,” Sundown replied
“You mentioned you're a guide. What does that mean?”
“I am here to guide you to the afterlife if you so choose. Only you control what's going to happen,” Sundown explained “I had to save you after that scare. You need time to reflect.”
● DISCORD ●
Early Wednesday morning; Discord headed to the hospital in order to visit Sunset. Although she hadn't moved; he felt compelled to keep vigil by her side.
“Any progress,” a voice asked
“Chrysalis. Nothing's happened,” he replied 
“I have two pieces of good news. First; I have someone to perform a simple wedding, right here and now,” Chrysalis replied
The guest took that as his cue and headed inside the room. Although not traditional; they didn't care about rings right at the moment 
“Discord; do you take Chrysalis to be your wife,” the clergyman asked
“Yes,” Discord said simply
“Chrysalis; do you take Discord as your husband,” the clergyman asked
“Of course,” she answered
“I pronounce you husband and wife. May Faust watch over you,” he declared 
Once the two were officially married; she gave him the other news, as the priest left.
“I have adopted Sunset as our daughter,” she added
“Thank you so much. I'm glad we get the chance to give her a family.”
“Now that you have a family; please wake up dear,” she begged, kissing Sunset’s cheek
■ CANTERLOT HIGH SCHOOL ■
Wednesday at school; the atmosphere felt different with the students. Although Anon-a-Miss still was present; no one could get over what happened with Sunset. Celestia was shocked to know that school would continue as usual. 
“Ms. Dash,” Rarity said coldly walking in the front door
“Ms. Belle; Ms. Jack,” Rainbow Dash countered
“Class; I think we need to talk about suicide. This is a rather sensitive topic; so I will try not to offend anyone,” Cheerilee said with a sigh “Those that believe suicide is their only option, have different ways of hiding it.”
“Ignoring everyone else.”
“Change in appearance.”
“Giving personal items away.”
“Yes; all of those are possibilities. Unfortunately; no two people have the same situation; making it a bit difficult. If anyone sees someone acting differently; try making friends with them. It might be the kindest gesture for them,” Cheerilee added
“We really treated Sunset like shit these past couple weeks. Her appearance changed drastically,” someone commented
“She lost the shine that made her stick out.”
“Even if she was Anon-a-Miss; we're all just as bad for assaulting her.”
“I think everyone here knows just how much damage rumors can cause,” Cheerilee started, as everyone nodded “A student is in the hospital due to a rumor that went too far.”
Lunch found most of the members of the Rainbooms scattered around the lunchroom, with only Pinkie and Fluttershy sitting together. In fact; even the Crusaders willingly split apart, with no urging from their siblings. 
“I hate seeing everyone like this,” Fluttershy pointed out
“I know. Even our friends are split and it's partially our fault,” Pinkie replied
“Either of you know how Sunset’s doing,” Vinyl asked, sitting down
“No. She is in a coma; but we hope she wakes up soon,” Fluttershy said in a low voice 
“Thank you for the information. It already feels like Sunset’s dead,” Octavia replied “Judging by everyone's expressions; that is.”
“How's she doing,” Flash asked
“We don't really know. All we can do is wait,” Pinkie answered
“Fuck! I can't believe that we broke up on such a shitty note. I really hope I can apologize for my actions,” Flash replied, slapping himself in the back of the head
“We all want her to survive. Just think positive,” Fluttershy added
Rarity removed a drawing out from her backpack and just stared. It was a pink dress created for Sunset she hoped to give her.
“Do you mind if I borrow that picture,” Flash asked
“What for,” Rarity countered
“To show to a friend,” he replied vaguely 
“I'm coming with,” she decided
The two left the cafeteria and headed to what was supposed to be an empty room. Waiting inside were the members of Flash’s band.
“You have something to use,” one asked
“Yes. I just hope we can get permission,” Flash said
“Just do it and beg for forgiveness later,” another replied
“What do you have in mind,” Rarity asked
“A mural using this as a base,” came the reply
Taking the time to redraw the image; Sunset’s likeness was added as were a pair of wings.
“Sister? Any news,” Luna asked
“Nothing. Sunset’s still out,” Celestia replied “I hate not knowing what's going to happen.”
“We just have to have faith,” Luna said reassuringly 
“Principal Celestia? May we enter,” a voice asked
“What is that,” Luna asked, pointing to an object at Flash’s side
“A picture we'd like to put up,” Flash replied
“Once school is out, carry on with the cleanup before putting that on Sunset’s locker,” Celestia decided
“Yes ma'am,” he said
● SUNSET ●
“What's up,” Sundown asked
“Just thinking.”
“Anything in particular,” she inquired 
“My fuck ups. That; and what I heard earlier.”
“Congratulations on that; by the way. It's not your birth mother Princess Celestia; but you have a family,” Sundown said, hugging her
“I still can't believe how dumb I was all those years ago.”
Sundown sat by what was supposed to be the teacher's desk; propping her legs up on the desk while Sunset reminisced uninterrupted.
“I mean; trying to become an alicorn? I really didn't deserve it; nor did I have friends to share it with. I ran away because I couldn't stand to hear the truth.”
“Even becoming ‘Queen Bitch’ of the school felt hollow when everyone fears you. Rarity should have won the Fall Formal last year, along with Sour Sweet and Moondancer in the years before. I believe both actually transferred to some prep school after the hell I put them through.”
“Even my rise to popularity was bullshit. I claimed Flash Sentry as my boyfriend to make me popular. That was the epitome of ‘young and dumb’ as I didn't know anything about relationships. Although the only good thing to come out of that was that I learned to play guitar.”
“With the shit I've done; I'm grateful to Twilight to hitting me with the ‘Rainbow Laser of Friendship’. That brought me back to normal and make me change.”
“I just can't believe those three little bastards framed me for no reason,” Sunset said, starting to cry “Hadn't I been through enough!?”
“I'm sorry that happened,” Sundown said, floating over to her; before kissing her on the cheek “With all that; what are you thinking?”
“One good moment does not really outweigh the rest of my deeds. I may have redeemed myself in a few month's time; it doesn't mean anything against the years of torture I put others through.”
“Just remember what I told you; this is your decision,” Sundown replied
“I know; I'm still weighing my actions.”
● HOSPITAL VISITORS ●
Discord decided to pay one final visit to his daughter for the day in the hopes something had happened. Chrysalis joined him as did both Luna and Celestia.
○ ADULTS ○
“I hope you're hanging on and trying to get through this. I'd love to see my daughter back at school. You might hate it; but that is nothing compared to what you're going through now,” Discord said reassuringly 
“Please wake up; dear. This is something that couldn't be wished on anyone else. The four of us love you very much,” Chrysalis added, kissing her cheek 
“CHS just isn't the same anymore. Please wake up,” Luna begged
“You've fought through your demons and I know you can beat this. We really do love you more than you know,” Celestia added, before crying 
○ RAINBOOMS ○
One by one each decided to see Sunset before heading home for the day. Pinkie and Fluttershy decided to go first and get it over with before the others went inside. After the revelation from the day prior, the CMC were forbidden from joining.
“Hey Sunset. I don't know if you can hear us, but we do forgive you,” Fluttershy commented
“This is no fun seeing you like this. I'm not sure if I can make another party as fun as the ones you helped with,” Pinkie added, as her hair deflated
“I'm sorry I didn't believe you. It felt like the perfect reason; you falling back into your old ways. Never once did I believe otherwise until my sister confessed. I can't be the Bearer of Honesty when I lie to cover my own ass. Please wake up and we can fix this,” Applejack begged
“Sunset, darling; I'm sorry. I have a dress made for prom I hoped you'd like. I'll be happy to show it to you if you'd like. This was a mistake I honestly want to fix. Get up please,” Rarity said sadly, wiping the tears from her eyes
“This is your fault. The Rainbooms; my band; have departed due to you. If we hadn't befriended you; then my sister wouldn't have created Anon-a-Miss to spend time with me. I hope you die,” Rainbow Dash spat angrily 
Dash left the room to see four very upset girls waiting. It took a moment to realize what she said to cause a reaction.
“Is that what you think? Your band,” Applejack demanded
“There is another thing that requires focus,” Rarity said, reassuringly placing a hand on AJ’s shoulder “Sunset.”
“None of this was Sunset’s fault. How could we predict anything like this would happen,” Pinkie replied
“You're right about one thing. The Rainbooms are dead. Take your sorry ass and leave before you join Sunset,” AJ threatened 
●SUNSET●
“How are you doing,” Sundown asked
“I don't know right now. Hearing everyone's prayers is comforting as it makes me want to try again. That is; until I heard Rainbow Dash wish I was dead,” Sunset said before starting to cry
Unbeknownst to Sunset, as she started to cry in the dreamscape; her comatose body started to have tears streaming down her face.
“Live or die; the choice is yours. Have you made up your mind,” Sundown commented 
● CANTERLOT HIGH SCHOOL ●
After receiving permission from Principal Celestia; Flash and his friends got to work cleaning up the graffiti on Sunset’s locker. 
“Damn. I didn't realize just how ruthless the others are,” one commented
“Let's just get this cleaned. We don't know how it's coming,” Flash said
After about an hour, the easy part of cleaning was finished before they redrew on the door. Sunset was drawn in Rarity’s dress as they added wings and a horn to her. A banner was drawn reading ‘Canterlot’s Phoenix’ was added on the top while another reading ‘Sunset Shimmer’ was put underneath.
“Let's get the clear coat on there once it's done,” one added
“Canterlot isn't the same without Sunset. Regardless if she was Anon-a-Miss or not; no one deserves the treatment she received,” Flash mused
“We're done. Let's get going,” another decided
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“I want to die.”
“You're sure? There's no going back,” Sundown warned
“I'm sure. What do I have to do?”
“Just fall asleep. I'll take care of the rest,” Sundown replied
“I don't want my spirit to leave just yet. Please allow me to take care of some business before that happens,” Sunset begged
“If that's what you want. Once your business is done; I'll guide you to the afterlife,” Sundown decided
Just after midnight and armed with the comforting words from her guardian; Sunset found herself lying on a few desks in the dreamscape and falling asleep. Inside the hospital room, the heart monitor began slowing, before completely flat lining; signifying her death. Sundown leaned over and kissed Sunset on the forehead before fading away.
● HOSPITAL ●
“Doctor; you need to see this,” a nurse called from over her shoulder
“When did she pass,” the doctor asked 
“Unknown exactly; but early this morning after the last round was completed around midnight,” the nurse replied
“I'll contact miss Shimmer’s family,” he said
“Hello? Is this Discord? I am Doctor Hardline here at Canterlot Hospital. I'm calling to inform you that your adoptive daughter, Sunset Shimmer passed away some time this morning,” Hardline explained
● DISCORD ●
“Thank you for letting me know.”
“What happened,” Chrysalis asked curiously
“She died sometime this morning,” he said, wiping his eyes
“Fuck! That's the last thing I wanted to hear,” she replied before crying
“Trust me. I've had to deliver the news about our teammates so long ago. You never get used to death; it's the unfortunate side effect of life.” 
“I know; but it still hurts,” came the answer
“Luna? It's me. The fight ended this morning.”
● CELESTIA ●
“Dammit to Hell! Why'd it have to happen,” Luna yelled, striking the wall
“You mean,” Celestia started, only receiving a nod in response
Celestia immediately headed to the computer and logged into the school's website. A simple message was sent stating the school was closed for the day while Luna notified the news in case no one saw the message.
‘Twilight-
I'm sorry to drop the formalities; but I'd like to request your presence at Canterlot High School tomorrow
Sunset is gone, I take it?My daughter is dead? I am her mother and Princess of the Sun, Celestia
Yes. I am sorry to tell you both this. Discord informed my sister and I.
‘We will see you tomorrow Principal Celestia
-Princess Twilight Sparkle
“Sister? Discord asked if we could help with preparation,” Luna commented
“Yeah. Let me get changed.”
Celestia removed a box from her closet and pulled out a black dress and heels, along with a black jacket.
“I haven't seen you wear that since mom and dad died,” Luna mused
“I know. It's right for the occasion. Besides; you're wearing that.”
Looking over at her sister; Luna decided on knee-high leather boots over black pants and shirt. Considering the weather; a black fur-lined coat was worn over the ensemble. With both dressed; they quietly met with Discord at the school. Once all together; the next trip was to the funeral parlor in order to select the coffin.
“What do you think,” Discord asked
“I don't know. There's too many choices,” Chrysalis replied
Luna took a moment to look around the room, studying the choices. Although most of the coffins had fancy designs; one had a flat top that seemed plain in comparison.
“I kind of prefer this one,” Luna commented
“You're right. This one does seem to fit,” Celestia commented
“I'll take it,” Discord decided “Could you add one design to the lid?”
“What would you like,” the funeral director asked
“I'll draw it for you. Could I get a sheet of paper,” Discord answered
After being handing a paper and pencil; he immediately set to work drawing the two-tone sun Sunset usually wore. Once the design was finished; notes were added to signify the colors to be used.
“That's easy enough. I can have that finished in a few hours,” the funeral director commented
After the purchase was made; the casket had its design stenciled on as the process was started. Instead of drawing the entire image; only half was completed first and painted, before the other side was done later after the paint dried.
● HOSPITAL ●
“I'm sorry for your loss,” Hardline said
“Thank you. The four of us are trying to get everything ready for Sunset’s funeral tomorrow,” Discord replied 
“I have the body being delivered to the funeral parlor. Dead Ringer also said the design is done,” Hardline added
● CELESTIA ●
“I can't believe we have to do this,” Luna mused
“You and me both. Thankfully the gymnasium will hold everyone.”
“What happened that caused Sunset to take her life,” Chrysalis asked
“An online profile on MyStable called Anon-a-Miss; and as we all found out: the creators were Apple Bloom, Sweetie Belle and Scootaloo. Sunset was getting bullied by the other students due to belief it was her and she slit her throat earlier this week,” Luna replied
“Even hearing the explanation doesn't make it any easier. I just hope Sunset is at peace,” Chrysalis mused
“Tomorrow; we'll be joined by a few visitors from Equestria; a place whose entrance lies in the statue outside,” Celestia added
Once the room had been organized; Celestia closed up as the trio departed for the day. Before leaving; Luna called Rarity and asked her to head to the school.
● RARITY ●
“Miss Bell; do you have the item,” Celestia asked
“I do. Why might I ask did you want that particular one?”
“I believe she would have worn that to prom and I wouldn't want to see your work go to waste,” Celestia replied
“I see. Would you like help with it?”
“Thank you for the offer; but the three of us will handle that,” came the reply 
● CELESTIA ●
The final stop for the day was back at the funeral parlor to have the outfit for the next day.
“Welcome back. That is what you'd like miss Shimmer to wear,” Dead Ringer asked
“Yes,” Chrysalis replied
“I will leave the changing to you ladies,” he said
Donning rubber gloves; the three carefully lifted Sunset’s body onto the table before removing the old clothes. Instead of throwing them out; they were simply put aside in the meantime. A new set of bra and panties were placed on her for modesty before the new outfit was slid on. 
The dress consisted of a light pink top with the bottom being darker pink with a center of light blue and white. Following the dress were a pair of golden boots and light blue gloves. The final touch was a white choker with Sunset’s cutie mark in the middle that thankfully covered up the scar on her neck. Finally finished; they gently returned the body to the casket. Chrysalis threw the old clothes in the bag before leaving.
● CANTERLOT HIGH SCHOOL ●
Unbeknownst to them; some time later in the night; CHS received a visitor. Nothing had been stolen;  although something was left behind. Three particular lockers had a simple message written in a liquid almost mirroring blood.
Anon-a-Miss
Multiple others had a similarly disturbing message written on them with the same material.
Guilty
The next morning; the news reported on Canterlot High School hosting a funeral for a slain student. As the rest of the students arrived to campus; none wore black clothing, but instead donned red and gold in memory of Sunset. 
■ EQUESTRIA ■
“Princess Celestia; it's time to leave,” Twilight said sweetly
“Sister; are you sure about going over there,” Luna asked
“I need to see my daughter one last time. She deserves to know she was forgiven for everything,” Celestia replied
“Be safe you two,” Luna decided
“Twi; I'm coming with. I want to be there to pay my respects,” Spike stated; allowing no chance for argument 
The three headed down to Twilight’s mirror chamber before stepping through the portal. To their surprise; the portal altered their given clothing. Twilight wore a black pantsuit while Celestia had a black dress on. Looking in the mirror, found the dress to be form fitting and exposing her enormous bust.
● CANTERLOT HIGH SCHOOL ●
Vice Principal Luna met the pair at the portal and led them outside the gym. Joining them were the human counterparts of Chrysalis and Discord; both in black suits.
“The funeral will begin in an hour. Feel free to take your time around campus,” Luna commented
“We're sorry you had to be here. Allow me to introduce ourselves. I am Discord and this is my wife Chrysalis; Sunset’s adopted parents,” he said, with a bow
“Thank you for taking care of my daughter. I am glad to know someone was looking over her,” Princess Celestia replied
“Both of you are much different than your counterparts in our world,” Twilight mused
“What about me,” Spike asked 
“A talking dog? You don't see that everyday,” Chrysalis commented
“Well; at home, I'm a dragon,” Spike said proudly 
“Let's head inside the school. Just to get away from here for now,” Discord suggested 
Upon heading inside the school; Principal Celestia joined the group on their walk around the school.
● CMC ●
While the others waited; Apple Bloom met her friends as they headed to their lockers. Seeing who was waiting there made them horrified.
“Care to explain what this is,” the person in front demanded, before turning around
“Princess Twilight; we weren't expecting you to visit,” Apple Bloom replied nervously 
“Answer the question,” Twilight growled 
“The three of us created Anon-a-Miss to frame Sunset,” Sweetie Belle answered
“What you just told us about my daughter; will be said in front of the entire school,” Princess Celestia said
WILL ALL STUDENTS PLEASE REPORT TO THR GYMNASIUM
● FUNERAL ●
After confronting the girls response for Sunset’s demise; the group began walking to their destination. In the middle of the room was the casket containing her friend's body and four chairs on either side. Chrysalis and Discord took the pair of seats on the right; leaving the others for Twilight and Celestia as Spike sat next to his surrogate mom/sister Twilight.
“Before we start; I'd like say something,” Twilight replied as she and Spike stepped forward 
“Informing them about that,” Principal Celestia asked in a whisper 
“I wish to inform everyone that the culprit for Anon-a-Miss has been found. Its creators are Apple Bloom, Sweetie Belle and Scootaloo. I believe they have something to say,” Twilight explained 
“We know that simply saying ‘sorry’ is not enough as Sunset is dead due to us. In our delusion; we believed that by creating Anon-a-Miss; we'd be able to spend more time with our sisters. The blame was shifted to an innocent bystander instead,” Scootaloo explained, as they stepped up
“With that taken care of; let us start the ceremony. We know that Sunset Shimmer was not perfect. While she may have started her time ay school by manipulating others; she had changed and became redeemed with help from Princess Twilight Sparkle.
It is unfortunate that one incident changed the progress that was made. Farewell Sunset Shimmer. I hope you are at peace,” Principal Celestia said sadly, trying to keep composed
“I cannot speak for the others but the five of us were horrible friends in the end. Farewell Sunset,” Pinkie started
“We should have believed you were telling the truth,” Fluttershy said
“The dress you have would have looked better as a prom gown; but I hope you like it anyway,” Rarity added sadly
“We never should have abandoned a friend. Right now; I'm not sure that's even the proper term,” Applejack added
“I'm not sorry the bitch killed herself. Sunset didn't belong in this world and deserved the ridicule she received. Once a demon; always a demon,” Rainbow Dash spat angrily 
Hearing that; most of the students were holding themselves back from charging. Although most thought Sunset was guilty; they now realized she was a scapegoat when the creators confessed. Sunset did try changing by making amends for the bullying and the students were thankful for that; but to hear someone that cruel was disrespectful.
“Rainbow,” Fluttershy said quietly 
“Yeah,” Dash replied, turning to her addresser
Without warning; Fluttershy punched the rainbow-haired teen directly in the face, breaking her nose and knocking her to the ground in the process. Luna placed a hand on her sister's shoulder to prevent her from intervening.
“How dare you!? Sunset tried to change,” Fluttershy yelled
“You fell for the act as well! You're just as guilty as I am! I just wizened up to the truth,” Dash replied 
“Get up,” Twilight demanded, grabbing hold of the front of Dash’s shirt
Twilight proceeded to bury a fist in her stomach, causing Dash to double over and cough up blood.
“Buck you! You were supposed to be the Element of Loyalty! That was a mistake. I, Twilight Sparkle; hereby strip you of your Element of Harmony! Sunset deserved better than to be shoved aside! I asked you to teach her friendship! If I'd have known this would be the result; Sunset would have returned to Equestria,” Twilight shouted angrily 
Dash struggled to get back to her feet before immediately heading to a bathroom.
● RAINBOW DASH ●
“Fuck. She can hit hard. Mom; can you pick me up?”
What's wrong with your voice?
“Broken nose.”
When she felt it was safe; she had her parents take her to the hospital.
● FUNERAL ●
Principal Celestia disregarded the interruption and carried on with the ceremony.
“Could I have a few students assisting with the casket? The hearse is outside in the driveway,” Celestia asked
Not surprisingly; the four remaining members of the Rainbooms volunteered along with Flash Sentry. Twilight was the final pallbearer needed for Sunset.
Together the six led the casket to the front before loading it inside the hearse. The students were dismissed; but could head to the cemetery if they wanted. Everyone decided to pay their final respects at the school, before leaving those close to Sunset to bury her.
“Right this way, you two. We'll be riding in the limo,” Discord said
Discord helped the princesses inside, before his wife. A second vehicle contained the remaining members of the Rainbooms and Flash Sentry and their families; while the third and final would be Luna and Celestia in their personal vehicle. With the vehicles accounted for; the funeral procession started. 
“I wish I could have brought Sunset back with me,” Twilight commented
“If we could fix the mistakes we've made; there could be no progress,” Discord replied “You may be a visitor to this world; but live for Sunset. As long as you remember her; she won't be gone.”
“Thank you Discord, for those kind words,” Twilight said, hugging him
“You're very welcome. I've lost countless friends over the years. Both in my time in the military’s Special Forces and a few when I was a police officer,” he said
“I remember many of those myself,” Chrysalis added “I was on the same Special Forces team; in case you were curious.”
“Death gets no easier the longer you live; either,” Princess Celestia mused “Especially after thousands of years.”
Once they arrived; Twilight and the others carried the casket to the grave site before watching it sink into the ground. Afterwards; the girls grabbed a shovel and started filling in the hole.
“Goodbye Sunset. I'm sorry we broke up under such circumstances,” Flash said, throwing the first shovel of dirt in the hole
“I'm sorry I never listened to you,” Applejack said next
“You really deserved more credit than what we gave you,” Rarity added
“Thank you for all the help you gave me at the shelter,” Fluttershy said sadly
“I'm sorry we screwed up in the end,” Pinkie finished
“Sunset; I'm sorry I caused you to run away. It was selfish of me not to allow you to continue your training. One little incident didn't mean you were bad. I was thrilled to hear about the progress you had made before this incident. I love you dearly and wish you could be here,” Celestia said through tears “Rest well, my daughter.”
“I'm sorry I didn't come through the portal and help you. At the least; you could have returned home to your family. Rest in peace,” Twilight added sadly
“Chrysalis and I may not be the perfect family, but we hope you are at peace. We'll meet again in the afterlife,” Discord finished 
To everyone's surprise; the spirit of Sunset appeared before them, wearing the same pink dress she was buried in. Twilight and Princess Celestia noticed a set of alicorn wings and horn that appeared.
“Farewell Sunset,” the group said together, before she disappeared 
● SUNSET SHIMMER ●
○ DREAMSCAPE ○
“Have you made your peace with everyone,” Sundown commented curiously
“Yes. I'm glad to see my friends one final time,” Sunset replied “It's a shame Rainbow Dash had to be such a rude bitch.”
“Shall we go,” Sundown asked, as Sunset nodded
With that; Sunset and her demon self walked towards a door in the dreamscape. Once inside, Sunset knew what to expect before officially going to the afterlife in that she would face judgement for her actions.
● CEMETARY ●
“Let's head to Sugarcube Corner. I propose a toast,” Pinkie suggested
“That would be nice. Thank you for the suggestion; miss Pie,” Princess Celestia answered
After the funeral was finished and they headed back to the school; Discord drove the princesses to their destination. Inside the room; the girls took various seats and crowded together.
“Mrs. Cake; can we get some bottles of cider please,” Pinkie asked
“And hard cider for the rest of us; if you don't mine,” Discord added
“Twilight; would you like an alcoholic cider,” Princess Celestia asked
“You're an adult? Just how old are you,” Luna asked “You look like a kid.”
“I'm twenty-three back in Equestria; while Sunset would have been twenty-five. The portal altered my appearance to blend in with the students. I'll take a regular cider please,” Twilight answered
The Cakes headed to the back before returning a short time later with a case each of regular cider and alcoholic. Everyone took one before raising them.
“A toast to Sunset Shimmer,” Princess Celestia said
“To Sunset,” the others added sadly
● RAINBOW DASH (after leaving the school) ●
“I'm afraid you have a broken nose,” the doctor said “And bruised ribs.”
“I knew that after getting hit. Could you at least set my nose properly? I need to meet someone?”
“Very well. I can get a nurse clean up the remaining blood as I fix it,” was the reply
● SUGARCUBE CORNER ●
“Room for one more,” a voice asked
Twilight and the girls turned around to see a still bloody Rainbow Dash standing in the open doorway. She was lucky the doctor quickly reset her broken nose; although it would take time to heal.
“What are you doing here,” Twilight asked
“I realized I fucked up big time. Having a broken nose, and bruised ribs can change your opinions. You hit really hard,” Dash replied
“I have a reason not to show it. I've been a black belt in martial arts for years. My instructor had me promise not to get into any fights,” Fluttershy said
“You really did mess up. My daughter tried to change; but many students chose not to see it,” Princess Celestia countered
“Dash; you need to think about your actions before acting out,” Principal Celestia added
“Yes, Principal Celestia. My parents removed me from the sports teams, and I'm letting you know now; I resign from all teams,” Dash decided “Although the injuries would keep me off anyways.”
“Why'd you blame Sunset for everything,” Luna asked
“I was being stupid,” Dash said “There's no excuse for my actions; and I don't expect to be forgiven at all.”
“You'll have to earn our forgiveness before anything else. It's the same thing Sunset should have been given; the benefit of the doubt,” Applejack decided
“The presence of all of you is requested tomorrow at school,” Celestia decided
“It's a Saturday. Why do we need to be there,” Rarity asked
“It involves the fate of your sisters,” Luna added
On Saturday; the members of the Rainbooms and their families were sitting in the school lunchroom with Celestia, Luna, Discord and Chrysalis. Three police officers entered the room as well.
“What is this regarding,” Rarity and Sweetie Belle’s father, Hondo Flanks asked
“In light of recent evidence; the culprits for the MyStable account Anon-a-Miss have been found. Will Sweetie Belle, Apple Bloom and Scootaloo step forward,” one of the officers replied
“That's not possible. Sweetie Bell couldn't have done it,” Cookie Crumbles answered
“The three of us did create the account to frame Sunset Shimmer. We didn't know about the bullying that led her to taking her own life,” Sweetie Belle answered
“The three of you are being arrested for cyberbullying,” Chrysalis said
“I am police captain Tirek. You will be lucky to spend the next eighteen months in juvenile hall until your eighteenth birthdays. Thankfully, the unfortunate death of miss Shimmer cannot be attributed to your actions,” Tirek explained 
To everyone's surprise; their siblings said nothing in their defense as the handcuffs were placed on them. Each of the Rainbooms would have been glad to join the CMC if betraying a friend was an offense worth being arrested for.
During the return to school for the students; a noticeable difference was seen. Instead of the graffiti on Sunset’s locker; a mural of her as an angel was painted on inside. Cards and flowers were placed in and around the area in her memory. 
Rainbow Dash found herself getting shoved from behind by someone, knocking her to the ground. Instead of someone kicking Dash while there; she instead felt two arms lifting her up.
“We've got you; Rainbow,” Applejack said
“The same thing we should have done with Sunset,” Rarity added sadly
“This may be our chance to make things right,” Pinkie mused
“Thanks; girls. Hopefully things change for the better,” Dash 
After the arrest of the CMC, they were sentenced to a year in juvenile hall, which would end just after their seventeenth birthdays. Chrysalis convinced a judge to add the possibility of early release on good behavior. Rainbow Dash asked for an assembly in the gym in order to explain her actions.
“I asked everyone here to apologize for my outburst during Sunset’s funeral. It was my arrogance that led me to believe it was her fault. As the now former Element of Loyalty; I should have been the first to stand by her side, but I turned away.
It's true that I abandoned her; but that is nothing compared to your actions of bullying Sunset. Slamming into her or throwing her schoolwork out of her arms just to show displeasure, only led to shifting the blame. 
After the assault I received from my friends, I was given time to reflect on my actions over this semester. Effective immediately; I resign from all sports teams,” Dash said
The reminder of the year passed slowly as the students attempted to recover damaged friendships. With input from the students; it was actually agreed to disband all sports teams for the year to allow more time to spend with friends. 
In addition; that year's prom would have a theme of ‘Rebirth’. Sunset’s cutie mark was hung on the back wall, flanked on either side by a phoenix. A moment of silence was held in her memory before the event started. Lyra and Bon Bon were named as prom queens to their surprise. Everyone knew it would take time for everything to return to how they were; but hoped prom was the perfect reminder.
During summer the next following year; the CMC were released from juvenile hall due to good behavior. Each willingly stayed away from one another during their time inside. Any job that was needed, one of them would assist.
“Welcome back you three,” Pinkie commented
“Farewell, Miss Belle; Miss Bloom,” Scootaloo replied
“What's with you,” Dash asked
“We've agreed to part ways. We'll remain friends; but need time to ourselves,” Apple Bloom answered
“Have you learned your lessons,” Principal Celestia asked
“Yes Principal Celestia. We deserved what happened,” Sweetie Belle said
“We're sorry you had to go to juvenile hall. Now you know the dangers of cyberbullying,” Vice-principal Luna added
“We can never fix what happened with Sunset; but at least we can make sure it doesn't happen again,” Apple Bloom replied
“By the way; congratulations on your graduation,” Sweetie Belle said, hugging Rarity
“The three of you are going into your senior year; right,” Fluttershy asked
“If that's what you choose to call it. I just see it as school; considering the mass amount of work we were given in juvenile hall from CHS,” Scootaloo answered
As summer ended; the Rainbooms were starting their freshmen year in college. Having quit playing sports; Rainbow Dash had to get in by applying the hard way; as did most of the others. Rarity was accepted under a fashion scholarship; not to anyone's surprise. As a reminder of everything they had been through and their deceased friend; each had a tattoo of Sunset’s cutie mark on their arms.
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“I want to live.”
“You're sure? It's not too late to change your mind,” Sundown asked
“I'm sure. What do I have to do?”
“Just wake up,” Sundown replied
Inside the hospital room Thursday morning; the monitor started slowly increasing in pace before settling at a regular interval of 90 beats per minute.
“Doctor; you need to see this,” a nurse called over her shoulder 
“How to you feel? I'm Doctor Hardline,” he asked
“Sore...as...Tartarus,” Sunset replied through breaths
“I don't understand the reference,” Hardline commented 
“The...underworld.”
“Another name for ‘Hell’ I take it,” he guessed 
“I'll contact your family; but you'll have to take it easy. Your throat is still very tender,” the nurse said “I'll bring you a whiteboard and marker to use for a little while.”
Sunset carefully lowered back onto the pillow as she fell asleep. Doctor Hardline assisted to make sure no injury transpired. 
“Discord? I am sorry to wake you but I have good news. Your adopted daughter Sunset Shimmer has woken from the coma we placed her in,” the nurse explained “You'll have to visit her tomorrow. As you know; visiting hours have passed.”
● DISCORD ●
“No need to apologize for waking me up. That's wonderful news. I will be there tomorrow.”
“Sunset’s awake; I take it,” Chrysalis asked
“Yeah.”
“That's the best news ever! I'm happy to hear that,” she said cheerfully 
“I'll let Reaper know now.”
“I haven't heard that name in a while. You've never referred to Luna using her codename,” she mused
“I'm just glad Sunset wasn't visited by the reaper.”
● LUNA ●
“You're serious!? I'm thrilled to hear that!”
“Oh thank Faust! Sunset is alive. I can't fathom trying to set her funeral up,” Celestia said
“It's not fun; I'll tell you that.”
“I'll take your word on that,” Celestia mused
● HOSPITAL ●
The next morning; Discord threw on a pair of pants and shirt long enough to cover the tattoos before heading out to the hospital. Chrysalis had to head to work, but would join her family later.
“I'm here to see Sunset Shimmer,” Discord stated
“I'll take you to her,” a nurse replied, before leaving
“How are you doing,” Discord asked
I still bucking hurt
“Your mom and are just glad to know you're alive,” he said
Thank you dad. I don't deserve to have a family
“Of course you do. Everyone needs a second chance.”
You don't think I'm Anon-a-Miss?
“Not in the slightest. Especially after everything you went through to get here.”
Thank you again. Hopefully I can return to school
“Not until after the new year. Sorry to be the bearer of bad news,” Hardliner added
That sucks. But it's for the best
“Your neck will heal over time. For now; you'll have to use the board to communicate,” Hardline said
“We're both glad to see you up. It'll take a while; but you have your parents by your side,” Chrysalis said, entering the room
Thank you mom. I'm glad to have family here
“I don’t know how to tell you this; Miss Shimmer. You actually died for a few seconds in the operating room. When you woke, we saw wings next to you. You're lucky to have a guardian angel watching over you,” Hardline mused
More like guardian demon. It’s a long story
“I understand. It has to do with the incident from months ago at Canterlot High School,” Hardline asked as she gave a thumbs up in response 
● CANTERLOT HIGH SCHOOL ●
“Has anyone received an update on Sunset’s condition,” Fluttershy asked curiously
“Nothing. I am hoping it's good news,” Pinkie replied
“Girls; would you all follow me,” Luna asked
The Rainbooms along with Vinyl and Octavia were directed from the front of the school to the principal's office. Each swallowed knowing it was on Tuesday they were in the same position. Before going there; Luna had them pass by Sunset’s locker to see the memorial.
It's beautiful,” Rarity mused
“My sister awaits in the office,” Luna said
“I have news I believe you'd like to hear,” Celestia started, before taking a breath “Sunset is awake from her coma.”
“That’s fucking awesome,” Rainbow exclaimed, before all heads turned towards her “Sorry. I'm just glad to hear good news.”
“Right. I'll believe that when pigs fly,” AJ replied sarcastically 
“My sister and I were glad to hear the news as well,” Luna said
“Can we go and see her,” Fluttershy asked curiously
“I think it would be beneficial. Although, your sisters may not be entirely welcome,” Celestia commented
“Class; I was going to continue my lesson about suicide; but I don't feel it's needed. I would, however; like you to try and remember anything good about Sunset,” Cheerilee said
“She did go out of her way to help others if they needed it,” one said
“When I was in danger of failing math, she tutored me and helped bring my grade to a ‘B’,” another added
“Even if she was trying to mean; she had a limit to everything.”
“It can't be stated enough about how we drove her to take such actions. The school isn't the same without her.”
“I'm not religious; but may Faust be with Sunset.”
At lunch; Rainbow Dash was still exiled from her friends after blaming everything on Sunset. To her surprise, Scootaloo joined her.
“I'm sorry for everything sis,” Scootaloo said
“As am I. I deserve the treatment, Dash replied sadly
“Were we right to do that,” Fluttershy asked 
“We lost two friends in the past few days. Sunset is in the hospital and Dash is abandoned,” Pinkie mused
“We failed Twilight. She asked us to teach Sunset about friendship; but we don't know anything about it,” Applejack added sadly
“When Sunset broke up our friendship originally; we should have confirmed what was really said. This time; we turned our backs on Sunset without giving her a chance,” Rarity added
“Let's go and see her. I know we'll never make up for everything; but we can be there to see her,” Fluttershy suggested 
“Yeah. Let's do it,” Pinkie added as the others nodded
After contacting their families and receiving permission; the four headed to the hospital as soon as they could. Vinyl and Octavia agreed to go apart from the others for privacy and personal reasons.
“Here to see Sunset,” Applejack stated 
“I don't think you need to be reminded of visitor limits,” the receptionist asked, as they shook their heads “Go on up.” 
Inside the room; Sunset was sitting upright with the usual hospital gown on. A bandage was around her neck; which was hard not to focus on. 
“You look better,” Fluttershy commented 
I still feel like shit
“Our sisters are here with us. I hope you don't mind,” Rarity said 
I'd rather they not be here; but I know they don't listen to anyone
“When are you returning to school,” Fluttershy asked 
After the new year. I did slit my throat right in an important vein
“Maybe when you're ready we can have a party,” Pinkie suggested 
We'll see. I am still disappointed with all of you. You left me without allowing me to prove my innocence
“I can't speak for the others, but Granny gave me a punishment. I still have a pain in the ass,” Applejack added 
“We'll let you be for a while,” Rarity said before they left 
“We're sorry you're here,” Octavia said sadly 
“I'm glad we were able to stop the bleeding,” Vinyl added 
Thank you both very much. I owe you for that
“I couldn't see someone else die again. You don't owe us anything,” Vinyl answered 
I'm sorry for your loss. I wasn't thinking about others, but myself. It was selfish and stupid
“When you choose to return to school; you're free to play with us,” Octavia commented 
‘I'd like that very much. Thank you for the offer
As Vinyl and Octavia left the room; the biggest group of unwanted visitors were waiting. Discord had to hold his wife back from doing anything she'd get arrested for. 
“Hey Sunset. We're sorry for everything,” Scootaloo said sadly 
Sorry doesn't undo the damage. You're lucky I'm not the same person as I was years ago. Our places would be reversed 
“We needed to see what our actions led to,” Sweetie Belle added 
Well; now you know what a razor can do to flesh when you're not shaving. Get out now or else
As the trio quickly left the room; one more visitor arrived. 
“I'm sorry you were put through such torture,” Celestia said 
As am I. Please let Twilight know the good news
“Since tomorrow's Friday; I'd like to have an assembly. The doctors and Discord will help out with it.” 
What do I have to do?
“He is going to connect his laptop here for a video conference at school. The girls will be giving an apology while you can say or write what you need to.” 
I like that idea
“I will have Twilight come through the portal tomorrow.” 
Although Sunset was making some progress in her recovery; the doctors wanted her to be on an IV to be safe. Most of the other cords had been removed at her request. She knew it would still be a long wait before tomorrow's assembly. 
● CELESTIA ● 
“Lulu; could you pass me the journal?” 
“Are you sure about this,” Luna asked cautiously 
“She needs to know.” 
Twilight- 
You should know that Sunset is awake from her coma and the culprits have been found. 
-Principal Celestia’ 
Thank you for letting me know. I'll be there tomorrow to see Sunset
It'll be after school. She is going to be in the hospital for a while
I will see you tomorrow Principal Celestia

“Friday is going to be hell. I just hope we don't get reamed too badly by Twilight,” Celestia said
“And unfortunately; the others will be too busy to provide protection,” Luna added
Luna and Celestia were waiting outside by the portal the next day when Twilight emerged before school started. Without a word; the three headed inside directly to Celestia’s office.
“Sorry for the secrecy. No one knows about you being here and we wanted to keep it that way,” Luna said in a low voice 
“I understand. I'll stay here until the assembly,” Twilight replied 
“We'll let you know when it's time,” Celestia added
True to her word; Twilight stayed inside Luna’s office, reading some of the law books to pass the time. A salad was brought to her for lunch.
“I figured you'd like something to eat. I hope I didn't insult you,” Celestia said
“It's fine, thank you. Ponies don't eat meat,” Twilight said “I never knew there were so many laws in this world.”
“It's time for the assembly,” Luna added
● ASSEMBLY ●
○ HOSPITAL ○
“Are you sure you need to do this,” Hardline asked
“They...need…to...know…how...much...it...hurt,” Sunset rasped 
“Take it easy on the speech. Your trachea is still tender after slicing across the jugular,” Hardline warned as she nodded 
○ CANTERLOT HIGH SCHOOL ○
“We have called you here to announce a few things. First; the culprits of Anon-a-Miss have been caught,” Luna started
Hearing this announcement;  Principal Celestia wheeled in a laptop and projector before turning it on. To everyone's surprise; Apple Bloom and her friends stepped up to the display and logged in to MyStable as a small screen popped up on the bottom of the screen.
“Why'd you do it,” someone yelled
“Jealousy. Sunset had taken time away from our sisters,” Apple Bloom said
“I stole the her phone and posted the pictures in order to get back at my sister for kicking me out of her sleepover,” Sweetie Bell added
“I joined them because I thought it was the right thing to do,” Scootaloo finished, as some students started complaining 
“Many secrets were sent in by Diamond Tiara and Silver Spoon regarding the freshmen and sophomores. As to the nude photo; Lightning Dust sent that herself,” Sweetie Bell commented
“Why am I not surprised,” a voice called “And for such a stupid reason; too.”
“Princess Twilight. It's a pleasure,” Scootaloo started
“Don't bother. There's another person who's been listening,” Twilight said angrily
I heard everything. Yeah; I'm alive
The computer had a video screen pull up with a view from a hospital bed. Sitting next to Sunset were the school's janitor Discord and a mysterious female no one recognized along with a doctor.
To some of you; I thank you for the well-wishes. Others; not so much
“Dash. You…wish…I…was...dead? Fine. Our…friend…ship…is…dead,” Sunset said through breaths “Two…faced…bitch.”
“Sunset heard everything you said to her. And now you all can see what the damage is. Our daughter was lucky to survive having her throat cut. Miss Scratch and Miss Melody; you have our thanks for saving Sunset,” Discord stated
“You're lucky I'm being generous right now. The three that started this Anon-a-Miss should be arrested for cyberbullying,” Chrysalis added
“Scootaloo; you along with miss Bloom and miss Belle will no longer be permitted to be together on school grounds at all. In addition; your classes will be changed to reflect that,” Celestia said
“Loyalty is not your strong suit; is it Rainbow Dash? I should strip you of that Element of Harmony; but I won't. You should be thankful I don't sent you to Tartarus for what you did! Once I leave; don't expect me to return for you,” Twilight commented sarcastically 
“Computers will be blocked from accessing any site not approved by staff. Cellphones will no longer be permitted except in extreme emergencies,” Celestia said, causing some students to groan
“Due to the amount of people sending secrets; none of you will be punished. However; any reports of bullying will result in immediate suspension,” Luna added “Dismissed.”
With that; the students headed to the lunchroom in silence. Those that didn't believe Sunset was guilty were glad to see she was alive, despite the injury. Many others realized they had taken out their frustrations on the wrong person. 
“Mind if I join you,” Twilight asked
“Feel free. We're sorry for our actions,” AJ replied sadly
“We abandoned Sunset without thinking; but Dash blamed her for everything,” Fluttershy said
“I'm just glad to hear Sunset is still alive. Vinyl, Octavia; thank you both for saving her,” Twilight said, hugging the pair
“We did what we had to. No one wants to see that happen,” Vinyl answered
“After we eat; let's go see Sunset,” Pinkie said 
“Vinyl and I will see her another time. You girls need to be together,” Octavia added 
“Principal Celestia; thank you for everything,” Twilight commented
“Are you ready to go,” Celestia asked
“Let's go. I need to see her,” Twilight decided 
With that decided; everyone headed to the parking lot. Twilight was helped inside by the others before they took off with Celestia trailing behind.
“This is a hospital? It's so different from home,” Twilight mused
“I forgot you come from a small town. They don't have the machines we do,” Applejack replied, before mouthing “Just play along.”
“Sunset is expecting you ladies,” the receptionist said “You're new here.”
“I'm Twilight Sparkle. A friend of Sunset’s from out of town. I heard she was injured,” Twilight explained 
Applejack led the group towards the room as Twilight followed behind. Equestria specialized in using magic to cure any problems; but she noticed more equipment used to try to do the same thing.
“Hey. Long…time…no…see…Twilight,” Sunset said
“I want to see the injury,” Twilight directed
“You came just in time, then. I need to change the bandages. Pardon my rudeness; I am Doctor Hardline,” he commented 
“Twilight Sparkle. Nice to meet you,” She replied 
Sunset sat up as Hardline reached behind her head and started to remove the bandage, revealing the damage. One side of Sunset’s throat was a cut; followed by the stitches holding it in place. He left the room to give the girls some privacy and to collect the materials necessary.
“Goddesses above. Principal Celestia told me about the incident; but I couldn't believe it. I'm so glad not to lose you,” Twilight said through tears as she hugged her
“I'm lucky to be here. Tell mom I'm sorry,” Sunset whispered 
“Will do. You're free to head home when you're ready,” Twilight promised 
Twilight backed away as Hardline began to gently swab the scar before rewrapping it with a clean bandage.
“Sunset will remain in the hospital for another few days for safety. We want to make sure her throat is healed enough to eat solid foods,” Hardline explained 
“I can't wish for a ‘speedy recovery’; but we hope you eventually recover,” Fluttershy commented
“Thank you for coming by girls,” Sunset said, fighting the pain of speech
“I won't be able to visit you on Monday. I'll be returning to school; but I'll get the assignments from your teachers,” Discord promised
That's fine. I just hope I didn't miss too much
“Twilight; you'll be staying with my sister and tonight if you don't mind. If you head to Sugarcube Corner; we'll pick you up later,” Luna said
“Thank you for that. I'll see you later,” Twilight replied “Bye Sunset.”
“Alright. Drinks are on me,” Pinkie said cheerfully 
●HUMANE-SIX●
The girls loaded up into the van and headed out. Once at Sugarcube Corner; Pinkie headed to the back and brought out a six-pack of cider for everyone.
“Mrs. Cake; I hope you don't mind if I take one,” Pinkie asked
“Of course not dear,” Mrs. Cake answered
“Let's toast to Sunset. May she recover from her injury,” Applejack suggested 
“To Sunset,” the others added
“Have room for one more,” a voice asked
“Oh course; dear. She's welcome; right Pinkie,” Mrs. Cake asked sternly 
“Come on over; Dash,” Pinkie said with a sigh, handing over a bottle of cider
“Why'd you come here,” Applejack asked
“I was wrong. It was my,” Dash started
“Stupidity and arrogance,” Twilight interjected 
“Yeah; that. I figured I would come by in the hopes of apologizing for my actions. None of us could have predicted the actions of Scootaloo and the others; and I took my frustrations out on the wrong person. I'm sorry,” Rainbow Dash said, bowing her head
“I can't accept it outright. Your actions did leave a friend in the hospital,” Twilight replied 
“The Rainbooms were supposed to our band; not just yours,” Fluttershy stated
“As of now; you're here on your own. Until further notice; the Rainbooms are dead,” Applejack decided, as the others nodded
“Fair enough. I deserve that,” Dash said with a sigh
“You might have apologized to us; but Sunset needs to hear it,” Rarity stated
“That's my next stop. I wanted to make sure I didn't burn any bridges with the rest of you,” Dash answered
Dash left the shop and decided to walk to the hospital; figuring it might give her time to think. Once there; she was directed to the room.
What are you doing here!?
“I just came to say my piece. I know I seriously fucked up and said shit I shouldn't have. It was my stupidity that made me blame you. I honestly don't expect your forgiveness; but I had to try,” Dash replied desperately 
You're right about being stupid. Any time I was with you; I was excluded from the group. All the work I did to redeem myself felt like it was for nothing
“That was not my intention to exclude you. I didn't know my sister would frame you as Anon-a-Miss,” Dash said apologetically 
Right now; you're not forgiven. I honestly never would posted a test score to hurt you. I'd have helped you, had you asked
“I realize that now. Thank you for at least giving me a chance to apologize,” Dash finished 
Just don't give me a reason to regret my decision
● TWILIGHT ●
“Are you ready to go,” Luna asked
“I am. Thank you for picking me up.”
“You're welcome. My sister and I are glad Sunset is alive,” Luna mused
“As am I. It hurts to see a friend in that situation. Could you drop me off by the portal. I still have work to do at home.”
“Please be safe,” she added
“I will try. Hopefully I can come back soon and see everyone again.”
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On Monday the following week; Discord stopped by with a collection of papers for Sunset. She hated being held for observation another week; but knew it was necessary.
“The cut is healing nicely. By Friday we should be able to remove the stitches in your neck,” Hardline commented
‘That's good news. At least I have something to do. A week's worth of homework
● CANTERLOT HIGH SCHOOL ●
○ DISCORD ○
“Celly; I have to ask you something.”
“What's that,” Celestia asked
“What are you planning on doing with the other house? It's just sitting there.”
“What did you have planned for it,” she inquired 
“Moving Sunset and Chrysalis into it as a surprise. Her scheduled release date is this Friday and I thought it'd be nice. We can actually celebrate the holidays and give Sunset something useful.”
“I like the idea. The house has the bare necessities of furniture; but certainly needs a personal touch,” Luna added
“Very well. Use the week to move Sunset’s personal items out of the apartment and let us know when it’s done. We'll help in any way needed,” Celestia decided
“How's she doing; by the way,” Luna inquired 
“Being occupied by homework. She actually welcomed a distraction.”
● APARTMENT ●
“Thanks for the help Chryssi.”
“Of course. Sunset’s our daughter and I'll help out,” Chrysalis answered
Looking around the apartment; the two didn't find all that much. In the bedroom; one outfit was found that consisted of light blue tights and even lighter blue shirt. The only other clothing was Sunset’s regular one with her orange skirt and purple shirt.
“There isn't much here in clothing. How Sunset hadn't gotten hypothermia; I'll never know,” Discord mused
“Not much of anything; actually. I know Celestia gave her the apartment, but I'm surprised not to find anything personal,” Chrysalis replied
“Just a second-hand guitar.”
“Well; let's get the items loaded into the car,” she decided 
The two collected the few items and gently loaded them up. Taking a second look around the apartment yielded nothing more than an additional pair of undergarments that were well worn and falling apart that were immediately thrown away.
“I think I know what we're going to do after she leaves the hospital. Shopping,” Chrysalis mused
● HOSPITAL ●
“Your work is lessening. If you don't mind taking a break; I need to change your bandage,” a nurse commented
“How…long…before…stitches…removed,” Sunset asked, putting down her pen
“On Friday they'll come out. Just need to wait four days,” the nurse replied
“I hope you don't mind visitors,” a voice asked
“Flash,” Sunset said
“Take it easy with the speech. I know we broke up; but I wanted to see how you were doing,” Flash said
It was my fault we broke up. At the time; I didn't know anything about intimacy and used you to increase my popularity
“Did you ever love me,” he questioned 
I do have feelings for you. I actually bought a second-hand guitar to play in order to impress you
“If you're up for it; maybe we try again with having a relationship. You're a lot more mature; so to speak; and deserve it,” came the reply
‘I'd certainly like another chance. Maybe this time will be better
“I'll wait for your return to school,” Flash said, before leaving
“Nurse…paper…and…pen…please,” Sunset said
“Of course. I'll be just a moment,” the nurse said
A few minutes later; she returned carrying another pen and stack of blank computer paper for Sunset. 
● DISCORD ●
“Alright; I guess we can place the items in here for now.”
“There's one thing I think we can do right now. I'll drive,” Chrysalis added vaguely 
She drove them to a music shop that was in the Canterlot Mall. Looking around the store; both saw countless instruments, but none seemed to be perfect.
“Can I help you,” a worker asked
“We're looking for an electric guitar,” Chrysalis stated
“Right over here. There are more in the back if you don't find what you're looking for,” the worker replied “I'll be here if you need me.”
As the pair looked around; they found enough choices, but none that stuck out to them. 
“That one; up there,” Discord stated, pointing to one on the back wall
“That definitely fits. We'll take it and an amplifier,” Chrysalis decided
The worker removed a yellow Gibson Flying V guitar that had a red flame design on the body. Once it was set on the counter; a case was produced to store it in; along with a few picks and a tuner. Another worker headed out carrying a brand new amplifier in the box and rang up the items. Without a second thought; Discord removed a checkbook from his pocket and wrote a $7,500 amount for the items.
“Do you have a box to put the guitar in? I wanted to wrap it up for a gift,” Discord asked
“Certainly,” came the answer “I'll help you bring these to your vehicle.”
After the guitar was loaded into the truck; Chrysalis made a quick stop to buy a few rolls of wrapping paper. Once at home; the two items were wrapped up and placed inside an unused room.
● HOSPITAL ●
The week passed slowly as the stack of homework was completed and turned in on Wednesday; leaving Sunset without anything to occupy herself. 
“Good news. This is the last day in the hospital for you,” a nurse said cheerfully 
“We're going to have to knock you out temporarily in order to remove the stitches,” Hardline stated
Do what you must
A local anesthetic was used as a mask was placed over Sunset’s nose as she breathed it in. Working quickly and efficiently; the stitches were pulled out as the wound was cleaned one final time by the nurses. The cut healed, leaving just the scar on her throat. 
“Alright; we're done,” Hardline said
“Mirror please,” Sunset asked 
One of the nurses handed over a mirror as Sunset took her first look at the damage that sent her there.
“Buck me. I didn't think it was as bad as that,” she muttered 
“Thankfully; you had a guardian watching out. You actually died in the OR for a few seconds,” Hardliner said
As she was led out of her room; Discord and Chrysalis were waiting for her in the lobby.
“Please keep the wound clean and bandaged for at least another week,” Hardline stated, handing a bag with supplies 
“I'll try,” Sunset replied
“How do you feel,” Discord asked
“Better than I did days ago when you asked,” she answered 
“You're all checked out; miss Shimmer. Be safe,” the receptionist said
“Thank you for taking care of me these past couple weeks,” Sunset said
“Here; you might need this,” Chrysalis said, handing over the leather jacket
“Didn't know you were an artist,” he commented, looking at the stack of papers in her hand
“I was bored and just sketched. It's not that good.”
“I beg to differ. These are amazingly detailed images. So lifelike,” Chrysalis added
“Forgot it was winter,” Sunset said, rubbing her arms
“Well; let's get home,” Discord suggested “I'll help you in.”
“Thanks dad," she mused "That still feels hard to say."
“Excuse me for a moment,” he said “Reaper? Care to send someone to the grave?”
“Mom; what's that about,” Sunset inquired
“I couldn't say,” Chrysalis lied
● LUNA ●
“Sister? I got the message. Could you let the others know?”
“Certainly,” Celestia answered, withdrawing her phone “Miss Pie; would you and your friends care to join my sister and I?”
‘Where are we meeting?’
“At the school; if you don't mind,” Celestia clarified
“In the meantime; I'll let Twilight know,” Luna whispered 
Princess Twilight-
This is Vice-Principal Luna. If you are free; we'd like to ask if you'll join us in welcoming Sunset home
This is short notice; but I'll join you. I'll be over in a few minutes with a guest
● EQUESTRIA ●
“Princess Celestia; would you care to join me?”
“You're heading through the portal again? Why so often,” Celestia inquired
“The human counterparts are welcoming Sunset home.”
“After what you told me transpired; I'd love to see my daughter again,” Celestia decided
“Good. Well; since they're waiting for us; we'll have to teleport back to the castle.”
● EARTH ●
Fifteen minutes later; a van carrying the Rainbooms arrived at the same time Twilight and Princess Celestia emerged from the portal shivering.
“Inside the van. We've got the heat on,” Rarity directed 
“Bucking portal. I forgot just how cold it is here,” Twilight said through chattering teeth “Princess Celestia; go with them.”
“If you're sure; Twilight. I'll see you soon,” Princess Celestia replied
“Join us in here,” Luna said
“Thank you for your kindness. The weather is much different than Equestria,” Princess Celestia replied
After getting Twilight inside; Luna and Celestia led both vehicles to the house.
● SUNSET ●
“Why did we need to spend time driving around town? Aren't we just going to the apartment?”
“You'll just have to wait,” Discord commented
During the ride around town; Sunset fell asleep just before they approached the house.
“We're here. I'll get your supplies,” Chrysalis said, gently nudging her
Picking up the bag in one hand, she draped one of her daughter's arms behind her head and assisted in getting her to the door.
“I'm awake, mom. Thanks for the help,” Sunset said
“SURPRISE!”
Inside the living room was a quickly made banner reading ‘Welcome Home Sunset’ and the members of the Rainbooms.
“Welcome to our new home,” Discord announced cheerfully 
“It's amazing,” Sunset exclaimed “Thank you. Why are you all here?”
“We invited them. It was supposed to be a nice surprise to have your friends here,” Celestia answered
“Considering their betrayal; I am still not too sure about that.”
“At least try to remain civil for the night. We did apologize to you,” Rarity countered
“You did; but it's not something that goes away with a simple ‘Sorry’. Dash is still on thin ice as far as I'm concerned.”
“You look much better than the last time we saw you,” Twilight commented
“I feel better as well.”
“I'm sorry our actions led you to attempt suicide,” Dash said apologetically
“I had nothing to live for originally. Having a family made me change my mind.”
“Let's head to the dining room,” Celestia suggested, changing the subject 
Everyone sat around the table as Discord produced a knife from a nearby drawer. A simple chocolate cake was cut up and passed around to everyone; while bottles of apple cider were given out.
“There's twelve pieces, but only eleven of us. Who's the final person,” Sunset inquired
“I wanted to see my daughter again,” a voice said, entering the room
All heads turned towards the visitor to see another Celestia waiting by the door. She wore a tight fitting light pink dress that accentuated her very large bust that made even Fluttershy blush slightly.
“Mom! I'm so sorry for everything,” Sunset said, hugging Celestia
“You are forgiven for everything. Twilight told me you attempted to kill yourself; but now I see just how bad it was. I am sorry for my actions years ago that led you to run away,” Princess Celestia replied “Discord, Chrysalis; thank you both for keeping Sunset safe.”
“You're very welcome, Princess Celestia. I'm glad we could meet under pleasant circumstances,” Discord said, with a bow
“The two of you really are much different than your counterparts at home. My Discord is a chaotic prankster and reformed villain. Chrysalis happens to be a ruler of a race of creatures known as ‘Changelings’. Thank you both again for giving Sunset a surrogate family,” Celestia commented
“Fluttershy; is something wrong? You're blushing,” Rarity asked
“She's jealous about Princess Celestia’s rack,” Dash said bluntly, as Fluttershy only nodded
“You have nothing to worry about. I've lived for thousands of years and this is the first time I've had human breasts. Ponies don’t have mammary glands this noticeable,” Princess Celestia commented, grabbing her breasts
“Let's enjoy this moment with a picture,” Principal Celestia suggested
A selfie-stick was produced and maneuvered in such a way to include everyone in the room. Two pictures were taken with everyone sitting still momentarily before a much casual was taken, showing them enjoying themselves. To make sure everyone had one; a copy of the pictures were sent to the phones, while another was printed out to have a physical copy.
“Thank you for coming by,” Sunset said as everyone started leaving
“It was our pleasure. We're glad you're happy,” Celestia said hugging her
● FAMILY ●
“Where are the bedrooms at,” Sunset asked curiously
“Down the hall. I'll show you,” Chrysalis answered
“Thanks. I actually forgot how little I had,” Sunset mused 
“There's a spare nightgown and underwear in your room. We'll go out tomorrow,” Chrysalis said
“I can't wait.”
After getting changed; Sunset found herself enjoying sleep that night, being in an actual bed. Her apartment wasn't too bad; but at times was cold without heat to warm her. 
Considering the lack of clothing she owned, most often she slept in the nude; even in winter. With the years spent in the world; Sunset had never gotten sick.
“Morning. Pancakes and bacon are ready,” Discord said 
Sunset tried to suppress a chuckle at the sight in front of her. Discord was standing in the doorway wearing a chef’s hat and jacket with a pink apron with the phrase ‘Kiss the Cook’ written on the front.
“Looks good on you,” Sunset said jokingly 
“Well; according to the princess; my counterpart is a master of chaos. I thought you'd get a kick out of it. Now come on and enjoy breakfast before it gets cold,” he replied
"Do you mind telling us a little about yourself," Chrysalis asked 
"What brought this about?"
"Seeing another woman that looks like clone of a friend of mine is definitely curious," she answered
"Princess Celestia, and Twilight are two of four princesses that rule Equestria; a world of ponies," Sunset started "I made some mistakes and ran away from home through a portal here. Principal Celestia took pity on me and gave me the apartmentand the rest is history," Sunset simplified
"What about our counterparts," Discord asked
"Just what mom said. All I ever saw was just a statue of my world's Discord. As for Chrysalis; I'd never heard of her."
Once everyone enjoyed their food; the girls got changed for their trip out to the store.
“First place we need to go is a clothing shop. Two outfits isn't enough and neither is designed for cold weather,” Chrysalis decided “Hold it. There's one thing you're missing.”
“Alright. Surprisingly; I've never gotten sick since arriving here. What exactly am I missing?”
“A scarf to cover your neck. That way, you don't have people staring at the scar,” Chrysalis replied, wrapping the scarf
“Thanks. I really don't need the looks.”
Upon entering the store, Sunset was completely in awe at how much was there. Her usually worn skirt was from her initial arrival through the portal; while Rarity made her other outfit before Anon-a-Miss happened. After it started; she refused to wear it as a reminder of her former friends.
“Find anything you like so far,” Chrysalis asked
“I don't know. There’s too many choices.”
“Let's start with finding some actual pants for you to wear. Tights aren't going to keep you warm,” Chrysalis said
Looking around for just the one item limited her shopping anxiety. A few pairs of black cargo pants were picked out for practicality and comfort. After heading to a changing room; all three were determined to be kept as they fit in both length and around the waist.
“Shirts next if you're done,” Chrysalis suggested
“Thanks mom. Looking for them individually helps not getting overwhelmed.”
“Glad I could help,” came the reply
Some long sleeved shirts were found that would keep her warm; along with a handful of short sleeved for after winter.
“New shoes and jackets are next,” mom added
Wanting to keep her new shoes similar; a pair of calf-length boots were chosen that fit with everything else. 
“What do you think,” Chrysalis asked, holding a jacket “Throw that one out for a new one?”
“I certainly can't part with my old friend; but I'll definitely retire it.”
The black jacket her mom had picked would come down to her thighs. A red fleece lining was made inside that definitely could keep the cold out.
“It's perfect. Are you sure about this?”
“Don't worry about cost. I can afford everything,” Chrysalis replied simply “Of course you will need new underwear. I'll leave that to you.”
● DISCORD ●
“Centaur; if you're free, I need a little assistance.”
What do you need help with?
“A few electronics I was hoping to buy. For starters; a nice size television and the newest game systems as well.”
PonStation 4 and MareBox One? I don't know about games, though
“Yeah; both of them. The three of us can pick some games to play afterwards. I'll pay you back for everything.”
No need. I'll buy everything as a gift for the family. I'll come by in a few hours
“Thank you old friend. I'll see you soon.”
“I just hope the girls can stay away from the house most of the day. Get your ass here soon; Tirek,” Discord thought 
● SUNSET ●
“Anything in particular you'd like to check out next,” Chrysalis asked
“A couple stores of interest I'd like find. Somewhere I can get art supplies, for one thing.”
“And the other,” Chrysalis inquired
“Buying or creating a stuffed animal,” Sunset said with a blush
“Nothing to be ashamed of. I had a collection of plushies when I was younger,” she said “I still have the box someplace.”
Heading into an art store; Sunset grabbed a few plain sketch pads while Chrysalis retrieved a box of varying supplies. The contents read paints and markers amongst other tools. 
“What do you think,” she asked
“Not bad; but it seems to be a bit much. Colored pencils are one thing; but I haven't used charcoal or paints and I wouldn't want them to go to waste.” 
“If that is what you wish. There is a box of colored pencils that might be useful. It's a 125 pack of varying shades,” Chrysalis replied
Once the items were purchased; they were stored in the car before returning inside to the toy store. Sunset looked around before finding a stuffed pony.
“Wish it came in a different color,” Chrysalis joked
“Honestly; no. I'm glad it's not like home. That would be awkward.”
Having second thoughts; Sunset put the pony back and grabbed a couple different teddy bears. It seemed to be a much better decision than sleeping with her (former) species. 
“That all,” Chrysalis inquired
“Yeah; that's it. Thank you mom.”
● DISCORD ●
*KNOCK KNOCK*
“Sorry, it took so long,” Tirek apologized “Everything is giftwrapped.”
“There's nothing to worry about. The girls are still out.”
“Let's get these inside the house. Where do you want them,” Tirek asked
“Room at the end of the hall. It's currently unoccupied.”
With each taking an end; the television was brought inside first and carefully placed to avoid any damage. Following the biggest item, each grabbed a game console to put in the room.
“Thank you again; old friend. Maybe you could join us on Christmas?”
“I'll try, but I can't make any guarantees,” came the reply
“Take care, in the meantime.”
● SUNSET ●
“I don't know about you; but I'm getting hungry,” Chrysalis mused
“Now that you mention it; so am I. I never knew shopping was so exhausting.”
Without any other detours; their final stop for the day was the food court. Each decided on a small pizza parlor and were weighing choices. 
“What's a Stromboli?” 
“A sort of stuffed pizza. Want to try one,” Chrysalis asked 
“Sounds good to me.”
After enjoying the food; the next trip was home. Walking inside; the first thing they saw were boxes near the wall.
“Have fun at the mall,” Discord asked curiously
“We did. New clothes and a few other items,” Chrysalis replied
“Once you get everything put in the room; how's about we put up and decorate the tree,” he commented 
Chrysalis helped hanging the clothes in the closet while Sunset put the art supplies and toys on the bed. 
“It's not a traditional tree; but it'll do. Decorations are in the box nearby,” he said
“It's the first tree I've ever used; so it's fine to me,” Sunset replied 
“You never celebrated Christmas,” Chrysalis asked in shock
“Not since coming through the portal to this world. In Equestria; we had to celebrate Hearth’s Warming as it was tradition. Other than that; I never cared for the day.”
“Well; now you have a family to share this day with. Besides; I'm not big on traditions,” Discord replied, before hugging her
Once the tree was removed from the box; they made sure to have everything connected before decorating. Sunset grabbed a container of large ornament balls and placed them around the branches. Following behind the ornaments was the tinsel Chrysalis attached as Discord stuck the star on top.
“Looks good,” Discord said “We all did a good job.”
“Thanks. I'd say it looks good; but I wouldn't know what a proper design looks like.”
“What do you want to do for the next couple of days? Or on Christmas for dinner,” Chrysalis inquired
“How's about tacos for Christmas in three days and takeout tonight and tomorrow,” Discord suggested 
“Sounds good to me.”
In the days that followed; leading to Christmas morning; Sunset decided to break in the new art supplies by sketching. Although she never met their counterparts; Sunset drew what she believed her parents would look like.
“Looks good. Not sure if I'd be a pony; though. Perhaps something more sporting, like; say a little bit of everything,” Discord joked
“True. When I studied under Princess Celestia, I heard just the name; so I don't know what he actually looks like.”
“Shall we open gifts,” he asked
“I forgot today's the 25th. Merry Christmas dad.”
“Merry Christmas Phoenix,” Chrysalis replied “Your dad and I love you. Now let's head to the living room. Santa came by last night.”
“I am a sort of phoenix; aren't I?”
“You did momentarily die before coming back to life. It's lucky your demon was watching over you,” Discord commented
“I'll see Sundown once more in the future. For now; I'll just live each day.”
“Well; enough of the reminiscing; it's time to be happy,” he said excitedly
“Close your eyes,” Chrysalis directed
Discord led the group out of her room and down the hall to the living room with Chrysalis guiding Sunset from behind.
“Alright; open ‘em up,” Discord said
“Holy shit! I've never seen anything like this!”
Without hesitation; she headed to the biggest present in the bunch and started ripping off the paper.
“A flat screen TV!? That's awesome!”
“I'm guessing Santa decided on something for the whole house,” Chrysalis pointed out
The next two gifts she opened were revealed to be a pair of game systems.
“Looks like we need games to play now that we have a console.”
“That's the best part about that. It's up to you to choose the games,” he mused as she opened the final gifts
“That's an awesome guitar! This is actually better than Rainbow Dash’s.”
“Merry Christmas sweetie. It's not much but we're glad you're happy,” Chrysalis said
“This is more than enough. For years; I spent the day buried inside my room, while everyone else celebrated.”
“Well; now you have reason to celebrate. You have a family that will take care of you,” Discord said hugging her
“The guitar and amp were our gift to you after seeing the second-hand guitar you have,” Chrysalis explained
“Thank you again for this. But; there's nothing here for either of you.” 
“That's alright as you've given us a gift; anyways,” he mused “A family and daughter of our own. If you'll excuse me; I need to start the taco platters if we're going to have enough tonight.”
“I'll invite a few friends over, if that's alright,” Chrysalis asked vaguely, before writing a simple message 
“That's fine with me. My friends are busy with their families.”
Reaper; think you could over this evening?
-Queen
Of course. Celly and I will join you tonight
-Reaper
Chrysalis had the television set up and programed before helping out her husband in the kitchen. In the meantime; Sunset started getting the game systems ready for use. 
“Let's see. Create gamer tag. I know; ‘DarknessRisin666’. Yes! It's available and mine.”
“How's it coming in there,” Discord asked
“The MareBox is ready for use. Next up is PonStation 4.” 
After reentering the same username; both games were set up as she started playing.
“What game is that,” Chrysalis inquired
“YourBuild. It was preinstalled on the MareBox. Other than avoiding monsters; the purpose is just create different objects.”
After spending the next few hours playing; Discord saved the game before shutting it down for the evening.
“Time to give it a break. Besides; dinner is ready and guests will be arriving,” he commented 
“Who's showing up?”
“You'll see,” he said vaguely 
Just before they could sit down at the table; someone was knocking at the door.
“I'll get it,” Sunset said, heading to the door “Principal Celestia? Vice-principal Luna? Come in.”
“It's just ‘Luna’ and ‘Celestia’. You don't need to use a formal title at home,” Celestia corrected
“The house looks good. More filled out than it was originally,” Luna mused
“This is your house!?”
“Our other house. It wasn't being used and Discord thought this would be better than your apartment we paid for,” Celestia explained
“Thank you for giving me a place to live. I can't begin to repay your kindness.”
“It's our pleasure to help you out. You may have made some mistakes; but it's helped you grow,” Luna said reassuringly 
As the two newcomers joined the table; a second knock caused Sunset to return to the door.
“Whatever it is; I didn't do it!”
“Permission to enter,” Tirek asked
“Get in here you two,” Discord called from the kitchen 
“Yes sir,” the two said in unison 
With that; everyone finally sat down at the table just as Discord was bringing out the platters and Chrysalis poured a glass of wine for the group.
“It's been a while since we've been together,” Chrysalis commented
“Once a Changeling; always a Changeling,” Discord replied
“If you don't me asking; what exactly were you all?”
“Captain; mind if I answer that,” Tirek asked, turning to Luna
“Go ahead General,” Luna replied
“The Changelings were an Army Special Ops group consisting of Luna, Discord and Chrysalis. Sombra here was the Operations expert while I oversaw everything,” Tirek explained “Alright you lot; show ‘em.”
With that order; each removed their jackets and pulled up their sleeves. A series of tattoos were revealed that surprised Sunset.
“I didn't know you were inked.”
“Your friends saw mine when I questioned them after your incident. Rainbow Dash certainly had an immediate reaction to one,” Discord replied
“And not many students need to know their vice principal was a killer,” Luna added
“I'm guessing Dash freaked out upon seeing your ‘Death Before Dishonor’ tattoo. Sombra; why don't you have one?”
“I didn't feel as much a member as the others as I was just about recon,” Sombra replied “Can you guess their names?
“A Reaper and centaur I recognize; but the other two are unknown to me.” 
“I went by ‘Centaur’; Luna was ‘Reaper’; Discord was ‘Chaos’; while Chrysalis was ‘Queen’. It helped as no one knew the members outside of our group,” Tirek answered “And you already know my current job as police chief.”
“After I left the Army; I became a police officer for a while before taking a post as CHS’s janitor,” Discord said “Hell of a lot peaceful.”
“I speak for everyone here when I say that I'm glad you're alive,” Celestia said 
“With that; I propose a toast. To health and family,” Discord said as everyone raised their glasses 
“Health and family,” came the chorus of responses
“You're underage. You shouldn't be drinking,” Celestia commented
“In Equestria; I'm 25 years old and of legal age. Besides Twilight is two years younger than I am.”
“I'd really like to see your home of Equestria,” Sombra mused
“I'm not sure that's a good idea. Apparently Sombra was a ruthless tyrant and was defeated by Twilight and her friends. From what I was told; each of you were villains there and would certainly terrify the residents with your collective presence.”
“Damn. It seemed interesting to visit a new world; but perhaps it would be safer not to go,” Sombra said sadly
“Alright. Eat before the food gets cold,” Discord said
“Before we forget; Merry Christmas,” Luna said
“Merry Christmas to all of you. And thank you for giving me a family and reason to live.”
“While you live with the scar from your suicide attempt; dwell not on the past but instead look to the future and what can be changed,” Tirek said wisely 
“Thank you for the advice. I wasn't in a good place mentally when the ‘Anon-a-Miss’ event happened and I wanted to end the pain.”
“Why didn't you decide to return home,” Celestia asked
“The last time I was there; I fought with my mom; Princess Celestia. I didn't want to be reminded of my screw-ups.” 
“Well; we might not be perfect, but we'll be there for you,” Tirek said “Changelings Forever; Forever Changelings.”
With that; everyone enjoyed their time together as though untraditional; didn't make a difference to the family. Before everyone left; Tirek held out his right hand out in a fist as the others followed suit. 
“Sunset Shimmer, I hereby induct you as a member of the Changelings. Just know we will be there for you,” Tirek said
“Thank you. I'm glad to have an extended family.”
Even though none shared blood; the bonds that brought them together had been created in different ways by either war or fate and all knew they wouldn't change anything even after parting.
The next day; Discord took the family to a game store in order to find something they liked. Sunset turned her head to take in the sight of all the games surrounding her.
“Take your time,” Discord said 
Looking over the shelves for MareBox One games, she came across a few popular titles that were picked out. Finding a few that she liked; Sunset wanted to have both versions.
“Call of Duty? Forza? Gears of War? Are you sure about these,” he inquired “And for both systems, no less.”
“I am. Something we can play together if you want to. Although Gears apparently is just on MareBox.”
“I'm fine with it. The racing should be fun to play with family and the dueling shooters are fictional,” Chrysalis replied “Well; a little bit historical on CoD.”
“Well; let's get a couple extra controllers for both systems. That way everyone can play,” he decided 
After the purchases were rung up; Sunset decided to start playing Forza at home.
“The graphics are amazing in here.”
“Just don't wreck too badly. Game or not; it's hard to drive a beat up vehicle,” Discord commented
“I'm trying. Thankfully it's just a game I can restart.”
“When you do; dad or I take over,” Chrysalis stated
The three took turns playing; each saving the game before switching accounts. Some time later in the evening; Sunset decided to start playing Gears of War to get used to the controls.
“Even though this is a game; I'm glad I've never had this bad a time.”
“Two groups fighting over resources and beliefs? Unfortunately; many wars are fought for those exact same reasons,” Discord mused
“Monsters attacking citizens definitely makes a bad day,” Chrysalis added jokingly 
By the next day; the story mode was completed and Sunset decided to start playing against other players online.
“Take that! Another one down.”
“You're doing pretty well for only playing a day,” he commented 
“The others must not be trying too hard.”
“Don't take the game too seriously. It's just for fun,” Chrysalis warned
“I just want to take some frustrations out. Considering the hell I went through with Anon-a-Miss; I deserve some virtual payback.”
“I guess it's reasonable. Just make sure the violence stays in the game,” Discord decided
“I promise. Real life differs from the game. Whatever happens in the game, stays there.”
“Good. Now that that is settled; how's about passing the controller,” he joked “It's our turn to kill some ‘grubs’!”
Throughout the next few weeks and heading into the second week of January; Sunset found ways to occupy herself. A few days would be dedicated to practicing her guitar, while another would go to her artwork. The next time she started up the games; a message was waiting for her.
“Check it out; I just received this.”
“Oh? What's it say,” Discord asked
‘DarknessRisin666; you have reached the rank of number 1 in the world on Gears of War and Call of Duty.’
“Congratulations Sunset! That is an awesome feat,” Chrysalis said, hugging her
“Who's the other top players,” he asked curiously
“Lightning Dash#1, #1Fashionista, Apple bucker, Bunnyluv and Partycannon. No guesses as to the aliases.”
“Your friends. That is a surprise, but do they who you are,” Chrysalis answered
“If they worked it out. Darkness rises just after sunset. I thought it would be fun.”
“Well, you know this will be your last week of free gaming; right? No games until after homework is finished entirely,” Discord stated definitively 
“Yes dad. The rest of the year is certainly going to bring about change.”
“Oh? Care to elaborate,” Chrysalis inquired
“There's some things I need to do. Sorry; but that's all I can say right now.”
“If that's what you want. Your mom and I will help in any way we can,” he said
“Thank you both. If I need help, I'll ask.”
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“First day back to school. Are you ready,” Chrysalis asked 
“Not particularly. While I have recovered from the incident; I'm still not wanting to go through it again.”
“Just take it one day at a time. As Tirek said; the past can't be changed, but the future's not set in stone,” Discord added
“I'll try my best. Thank you both for everything.”
After enjoying breakfast Discord drove Sunset to school, before parting ways. Each student she passed bowed their heads in an attempt to apologize.
‘Sorry about shoving you.’
‘Sorry for tripping you.’
Sunset headed to her locker before stopping. She saw the mural of her and wiped her eyes in response. Seeing the phoenix reminded her of the choice to remain alive; instead of succumbing to the suicide attempt.
“It's amazing.”
“Welcome back,” a voice said from behind
“Flash. Thank you for this.”
“How'd you know it was me,” he whispered 
“I know one of your bandmates is an artist,” Sunset whispered
“Dammit,” he muttered before leaving 
“Sunset! How have you been,” Rarity asked, running over to her
“Surviving. Just so you know, I am still disappointed in you.”
“So are we. Maybe we can repair our friendship,” Fluttershy said
“We'll see.”
“I can't believe I've been beaten on Gears of War,” Dash said angrily 
“It's just a game. No need to get upset,” Pinkie chimed in
“Every time I play multiplayer; the same damn person kills me. Its irritating as hell,” Dash stated “Goes by the of ‘DarknessRisin666’. Anyone heard of them?”
“Keep playing. Maybe you'll beat them.”
“I'll try. I spent a week playing and couldn't do anything,” Dash said with a sigh 
Sunset parted from the group and headed back to her locker. Upon opening it; a deluge of cards poured out. Picking a random one up, she saw it was an apology from Gilda and included a message of faith.
Sunset-
I'm sorry for my actions during these past few weeks. May Faust guide you back to life
-Gilda Griffin
“Oi. Why don't you put those in here? You might need the use of your locker,” Discord suggested, holding a crate
“Thank you. I am going to need room for books.”
With the two working together; the contents were cleaned up as he took the cards back to his supply closet. Sunset stored her unneeded books before heading to class.
“Welcome back to class; Sunset. You look much better,” Cheerilee said
“Thank you. I'll always remember the worst moment in my life,” Sunset replied, touching the scar
“Everyone realized their mistakes when the actual culprits stepped forward,” Cheerilee mused “Your friends were also sorry.”
“Right now, they are just students to me. It hurt when they were the first to abandon me without giving me a chance.”
“Don't hold grudges against them. They know how much damage was caused and want to be friends again,” Cheerilee warned
“I'll try to forgive them; but it certainly won't be right away. They have to earn it.”
“If that's what you want to do. It's your decision,” Cheerilee finished with a sigh
Throughout the day; Sunset heard enough apologies that she lost count. It was reassuring to know their stance; but the three that should be apologizing the most were nowhere to be found.
“They're not here,” a voice said from behind Sunset
“Who's not here?”
“My sister and her friends. Bloom and the others decided to play hooky today,” Applejack answered
“Figured. Probably scared of what I'd do to them.”
“Last time I checked; you were given a second chance at life. Don’t squander that and return to the old Sunset,” AJ suggested 
Lunch time saw her just taking the food and heading outside to sit under a tree. To her surprise another student decided to join her.
“I hope I'm not interrupting you. I'm Wallflower Blush,” she said
“You're fine to stay. I just wanted to get away from the others. I'm Sunset Shimmer.”
“I've seen you around but never had the courage to say anything. I saw the paramedics loading you inside just before the holidays. I'm glad you are okay,” Wallflower admitted
“Alive; but not entirely okay. It's going to be a while before I could even call it ‘normal’. Besides; I have a lot of people to apologize to.”
“Whenever you want to get away from anyone; just head out to the garden. It might be the quietest place on campus,” Wallflower suggested 
“Thank you for the offer. I might take you up on it.”
“Miss Shimmer? My sister wants to see you in her office,” Luna said as Sunset walked inside
Without an argument; Sunset trailed behind and took a seat in front of Celestia’s desk. She was trying to figure out why the visit was needed.
“Do you know why I asked you here this afternoon,” Celestia inquired
“No idea. Did I do anything wrong today?”
“On the contrary. I wanted to this back to you,” Celestia replied, handing over the journal 
“Thank you Principal Celestia. I'm glad it was in safe hands.”
“It was Rainbow Dash that asked me to take it. She thought the journal didn't belong to them due to their transgressions. Now that you're back; it should be in your possession,” Celestia explained 
Waiting by the statue was Discord and his truck. As Sunset climbed inside; she noticed the crate sitting on the floor.
“I couldn't let the notes go to waste. It seemed many of the students wished you would recover,” Discord commented
“That's fine. That was a reminder of my darkest moment and the reason I need to accomplish my goal.”
“The goal you haven't told us about. Hopefully you accomplish is,” he mused
The following day; Sunset decided to bring her guitar to school. Any student that didn't apologize on Monday did so; resulting in a vast majority of them regretting their actions. Others that knew she was innocent offered up appreciation for her return.
“Welcome back; Sunset. I made something you might like,” Bon Bon said, handing over a wrapped box Sunset opened
“Thank you very much. How did you know macaroons were my favorite?”
“I remember you mentioned it during freshman year. I actually keep a log of everyone's favorites to make it upon request,” Bon Bon replied
“Thank you again.”
“Hiya boss,” Snips said cheerfully 
“I told you afterward the Fall Formal that I wasn't your boss anymore. I'd much rather be your friend.”
“It's good to see you back. We couldn't believe you were in the hospital,” Snails said
“The scar on my neck is proof of my suicide attempt.”
“We could have helped you if you needed it. Neither of us believed you were Anon-a-Miss,” Snips added
“You two might not; but others could've thought I manipulated you to say that.”
“Screw what others might think,” Snips said defiantly 
“Yeah; screw them. We quit caring about that a long time ago,” Snails chimed in
“Glad to have the two of you whenever I need you,” Sunset said, pulling them in for a hug before leaving
“Hey; Sunset. Welcome back to school,” Gilda said
“Thank you. And thanks for the card.”
“It was the least I could do after fucking up. None of us actually wanted to see you take such measures. An occasional push or shove was just to sting your pride a little as we now wrongly scapegoated you,” Gilda replied “I'd give anything to take back what I did.”
“Unfortunately we can't. Use the mistakes of the past to prevent accidents in the future.”
“You're right. If you need help with anything; let me know,” Gilda said, giving her a fist bump 
“I'll be sure to keep that in mind.”
During lunch; she finished eating and headed back to the locker in order to retrieve the guitar. Not wanting to risk damaging the electric; ‘old faithful’ was used.
“Hello my old friend. Ready to play,” Sunset mused, grabbing the case
Following the retrieval; Sunset headed to the school's music room. Instead of hearing the familiar sound of her former friends playing; a cello and piano were heard. To her surprise; Vinyl was sitting on the piano.
“Sunset; it's a pleasure to see you here,” Octavia said
“Thank you for inviting me to join you.”
“You're welcome. I guess you're wondering when I started playing,” Vinyl commented
“A little. I'm not entirely surprised you play an instrument, but didn't expect it to be piano.”
“It was my parents that enrolled me in piano lessons when I was little. Even when I started creating dubstep; they supported me in the decision. A few songs have piano in there,” Vinyl explained 
“It's cool that you still continue to incorporate it into your music.”
“Do you have anything in particular you'd want to play,” Octavia asked
“Just a simple melody. I don't have an idea for words.”
With Vinyl starting a seemingly hauntingly sad melody, Octavia followed in as a backing before Sunset added a main guitar part (https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=tH_xsg-V2Ys; https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=_lZJlEkHP2M). As they lost themselves in the music; none heard the door open nor saw the group of visitors that joined them.
“Beautiful playing,” Rarity said, clearing her throat
“I never knew you played. Then again; we never did give you a chance to show us,” Rainbow Dash mused
“What exactly are you doing here for? The Rainbooms died when I was in the hospital.”
“We followed you in the hopes of learning more about you. Hearing music coming from the room; we decided to check it out,” Pinkie said
“If you're hoping to kiss my ass for forgiveness; it's not working.”
“Nothing is going to change what happened; but we'd still like to try and make things right,” Applejack replied
“I have to look in the mirror and be reminded of the suicide attempt that put me in the hospital. The five of you really have a long way to go.”
With that; Fluttershy led the dejected group out of the room, as Sunset and Octavia started putting their instruments away.
“Was that really the best thing to do,” Octavia questioned
“No; but I don't want them to know I forgive them. There's a few others that need to be I need to make amends to.”
“We hope you make the right decision with this,” Vinyl said
“If I don't apologize to them; it will haunt me.”
After getting home; Sunset pulled up MyStable and sent a few messages to a few people. She wrote the same message in a text to Rarity, before grabbing her journal.
Twilight; If you're free; could you join us this Friday after school
-Sunset
Nice to hear from you again. What is this about
-Twilight
I'll explain then. Sorry for the secrecy
I'll be there. Just let me know when to come over
“What's up,” Discord asked
“Hoping what I want can get done on Friday.”
“Let me know if you need help,” he replied “Your mom and I would be glad to assist.”
The rest of the week was a repeat of Tuesday with Sunset spending time in the music room with Vinyl and Octavia. Friday was the same; but another decided to visit.
“You really learned a lot from our time together. It sounds beautiful when you put your soul in the music,” Flash commented
“Originally, I may have used you; but I really did envy your guitar playing. Thank you for teaching me how to play.”
“You're welcome. I'm glad you were able to make use of the natural talent you possess,” he replied 
“Feel free to join me by the statue when school gets out, if you want to.”
“Need us for moral support,” Octavia asked
“Thank you for the offer, but I have to do this on my own.”
“We'll hold on to the guitar in the meantime and give it to your father,” Vinyl said
“Thank you again. I appreciate it.”
Sunset left the room and had to take a few deep breaths to steady herself. Just before she could head outside; she was stopped by someone calling her.
“Sunset? Could you please follow me,” Celestia asked
“What's up?”
“Just something I'd like to discuss with you,” she replied vaguely 
With that; the pair headed to the office where Luna was waiting for them, along with Discord and Chrysalis. 
“Although I don't completely know what you're doing; the four of us are here for you if you need anything,” Luna said
“In that case; could I please get the awards for the past four years for the Fall Formal?”
● CELESTIA ●
“Luna; please grab the other students. They might want to know what's happening.”
“And if they ask about it? What do I tell them,” Luna questioned 
“Just tell them to head to the front entrance. That's all they need to know.”
“What about the two of us,” Discord asked
“Did Sunset ever tell you what she had planned?”
“Nothing. Just said it was something she had to do,” Chrysalis replied
“In the meantime; just keep the students inside when they get there. Crack the door to hear what's going on.”
“Of course. You can count on us,” Discord said
● SUNSET ●
After receiving the items; Sunset continued her intended path and headed outside. Waiting outside were just Rarity and her friends, which felt disappointing the other two hadn't shown up.
“Sunset? What's up and why did you have to sound so cryptic,” Rarity asked
“Give me a minute. There's still a few people that I am hoping that will join us.”
Twi; it's time to show up
As Twilight came through the portal; two other girls showed up Sunset was relieved to see.
“Sorry we're late. It took time to get from Crystal Prep,” one of the girls said
“What the hell are two students from Crystal Prep doing here,” Rainbow Dash demanded
“Wait a minute. I remember you two. Moondancer and Sour Sweet. It's been years since we've seen you,” Pinkie replied
“It's nice to see you too,” Sour Sweet replied “Now let's get this over with.”
“I asked you all here to apologize for my actions. When I arrived here; I felt like I was queen of the world and everyone was lesser than me. To that end; I tormented each of you in different ways. Sour Sweet; I start with you. During our freshman year, I made you drop out of the Fall Formal because you were beating me. This is rightfully yours,” Sunset said, handing the award over
“That's really nice of you to do this,” Sour Sweet said “Four years late, that is.”
“Moving on. Moondancer; the exact same reasoning was what caused you to quit and you rightfully deserved the award, not me.”
“Thank you for apologizing. My family wondered why I wanted to leave so badly. I tried to cover up the scars but they soon realized I was bullied,” Moondancer said
“I am so sorry that I led you to start cutting yourself. That was never my intention.”
“Bullying never was but it left marks on others,” Sour Sweet mused, point to the scar “What goes around, comes around; doesn't it!? I'd love to meet the ones that paid you back.”
“That would be nearly three-quarters of the school.”
“To the rest of you; I am sorry for originally breaking up your friendship. Seeing you happy just reminded me too much of home that I wanted to change it. Rarity; you should have won the Fall Formal our junior year. Take it.”
“Thank you Sunset. I was too stubborn to quit despite the bullying,” Rarity said, taking the award
“Finally; I come to Twilight. I tried so hard to get you to quit that I even resorted to potentially killing you and I am so very sorry. Please take your award.”
“It's not mine anymore. You deserve it,” Twilight stated
“Why exactly did you want us to take these awards,” Moondancer inquired
“I was given a second chance.”
“That's not true. We gave you a chance,” Applejack interrupted 
“As I was saying; I received a second chance at life after my suicide attempt actually put me at Death’s door. Each of you were deserving of the award I stole from you and it was time to correct that mistake. I'd also want to apologize to the rest of the school for the hell I put them through. Twilight; I have to thank you for giving me a rainbow colored wake-up call.”
“I'm glad you were able to be purged of your demon,” Twilight commented “Literally; I hope.”
“It looks like you've told the school,” Pinkie mused
Sunset turned around to see students pouring out the doors in droves to head to the group. Leading the charge were Apple Bloom and company.
“We're sorry for our actions. Could you ever forgive us,” Scootaloo asked, as the three dropped to their knees
“I might forgive you; but I can never forget what happened. You caused irreparable damage that sent me to the hospital.”
“You didn't need to try and kill yourself,” Applejack replied sarcastically 
“I could have helped,” Twilight added
“I wrote you countless messages that went unanswered. Just the last few were looked at. And as for my mindset; you try getting bullied without end and see where that leads you.”
“Just promise me you won't resort to such rash actions next time,” Twilight begged 
“I don't need to promise that, as there won't be a ‘next time’.”
“I can't speak for anyone else; but I do forgive you,” Flash said
“How much of that did you hear?”
“Everything. The door was cracked open to allow us to listen in,” Flash admitted 
“You did try to redeem yourself from earlier in the school year; even if we chose not to see it,” Micro Chips said as others nodded
“You; along with Snips and Snails spent the entire weekend cleaning the front entrance without receiving any assistance or recognition,” another added
“You tutored me in subjects I didn't know, allowing me to get my grades up,” a third chimed in
“We should have asked ourselves whether or not Anon-a-Miss was really the student we thought it was,” Lightning Dust stated
“We're as much to blame as you are. We'd hope you'd accept our apology,” Gilda said
“Your apology is accepted as I hope mine is.”
“From what see here; we don't have to worry about any other incidents of bullying taking place,” Luna mused
“No Vice-principal Luna. We all learned from our mistakes,” the students said in unison 
“I'm glad that's taken care of. No one else needs to suffer at the hands of bullying,” Celestia said with a sigh “Now all that's left is to worry about your finals at the end of the semester.”
“If you'll excuse me; I need to get home,” Twilight said before heading through the portal
“What the heck? How is that possible,” Moondancer questioned
“And what about the mention of the demon,” Sour Sweet demanded
“It's better you don't know,” Pinkie replied
“Even I don't think it's possible to explain it.”
“I need to get going. Thank you for the award,” Sour Sweet said “Even if you stole it for four years.”
“It's been nice to see you again; Principal Celestia,” Moondancer said before leaving
“I'm going to head home myself. Thank you everyone for accepting my apology.”
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After heading home; Sunset decided to jump on one of the games to take her frustrations out. She did forgive her friends but hated that it took almost dying to realize just how much they meant to her.
“Son of a bitch!”
“What's the matter? And don't tell me it's because you died in the game” Discord said
“I was thinking about earlier. Why did it take me so long to tell them!?”
“I can't answer that; but we're glad everyone managed to accept your apology,” Chrysalis added
“As am I; but I just can't believe I had to die momentarily to tell them I fucked up.”
“Just use this as a point to move forward. We've all made mistakes; but you made amends and it can't be stressed enough,” he added
On Monday; Sunset sat in class not paying attention to the lesson and decided to draw. Taking inspiration from her parents; a graveyard scene was drawn featuring an empty throne in front of which sat four headstones. Each was marked with the silhouette of a centaur, a scythe, a harlequin headdress and a feminine crown; respectively. Behind the throne was a phoenix with its head turned to the right and wings spread.
“Would you care to show your artwork to the class,” Mrs. Harshwinny asked “You obviously have not been paying attention at all this class.” 
“Feel free to show it on the overhead. I've studied during my hospitalization.”
“Would you explain what happened during the Second World War,” Harshwinny asked
“Which part? The fact you left out some of the truth; or just didn't want to mention?”
“What didn't get mentioned,” someone asked curiously
“Many of the soldiers during the Nuremberg Trials gave the excuse of ‘just following orders’ in order to cover their asses. Plus some decided to commit suicide to escape judgment. Not to mention some were kidnapped and brought to trial.”
“Where did you find that? None of that is in the textbook,” Harshwinny demanded
“You're right. I read in-depth books on the topic. You'd be surprised just how much gets omitted. Now; shouldn't you continue the lesson?”
Without interruption; class continued as Sunset went back to her drawing. A small pack of colored pencils was produced and used to just finish the phoenix alone.
“That looks familiar. Isn't that ‘his’ tattoo,” Dash asked, before lowering her voice as they were leaving
“I did take reference and just modified it for my use.”
“Would you think to get it tattooed,” Dash asked
“Probably not. This would take quite a while to finish.”
“Could we join you in the music room,” Pinkie asked curiously
“It's up to you.”
After lunch; Sunset was surprised to see Rainbow Dash and the others, along with Flash’s band waiting outside the door.
“What are all of you doing here?”
“Principal Celestia gave us permission to collectively practice in the gym,” Flash answered
“Really? Why?”
“Flash and I convinced her that we would work together,” Dash added
● CELESTIA ●
“Sister; was that really necessary,” Luna asked curiously
“Sunset needs to learn how to trust others. I couldn't think of a better way.”
● SUNSET ●
“Vee; Tavi; any help?”
“Perhaps it's best to work together,” Octavia mused
“How are we going to do this? The Rainbooms died over a month ago.”
“We start anew. Sunset; would you like to be the lead guitarist,” Dash asked
“The rest of us will be the same,” Applejack added
“My friends and I could provide backup when needed,” Flash suggested 
“Why not name the band after you,” Fluttershy commented quietly “Phoenix?”
“What was that; ‘Shy? Could you repeat that,” Rarity asked curiously
Fluttershy took a breath before saying a little louder, “we should call the band ‘Phoenix’ in honor of Sunset.”
“I like it. All in favor of the name,” Pinkie mused
Without question; each of them raised a hand in agreement, leaving no opposing view. Sunset shook her head realizing what just transpired.
“If I take the lead guitarist, we are going to change. The band will be about equality. In other words, all ideas will be looked at.”
“I can agree with that. Someone wouldn't accept any ideas but her own,” Applejack said, shooting a glance towards Rainbow Dash
“I was arrogant and stupid. Hell; I still am at times. Couldn't you give me a second chance,” Dash asked, throwing her hands up defensively 
“Just don't fuck up again. Considering what happened last time.”
“None of us are going to forget that,” Rarity mused, shaking her head to remove the image, of her getting splashed with blood
“If there's nothing left to say; why don't we finally get to practice,” Flash asked
“What about band promotion,” Pinkie asked
“I could get the word out; but I'd need flyers,” one of Flash’s bandmates said
“You could draw up the design; Sunset,” Dash suggested 
“I didn't know you could draw,” Fluttershy commented
“I drew to pass the time in the hospital. Harshwinny caught me drawing in class earlier.”
“Let's see the pictures. That is; if you don’t mind,” Applejack suggested 
Sunset dropped her backpack and  removed the sketch book; just as the journal started glowing.
“I'm not seeing things, am I? You have a glowing book,” Flash asked, wiping his eyes
It's a message from Twilight,” Sunset replied, picking up the book “Let's see.‘I haven't heard from you in a while. How are things going over there?"
“Here's a pen so you can write something to Twilight,” Rarity said
“Thanks.”
Sorry for the lack of contact. I've been busy focusing on my final exams. Hopefully you can see me graduate.
I'll certainly try to make it over. Hopefully nothing happens in the meantime
-Twilight
Knock on wood in the meantime to prevent bad luck. It's a human saying; by the way
Thanks for answering my next question in advance
-Twilight
With no other interruptions; the group headed to the gym and set up their instruments. Three guitarists were present along with two drummers. Instead of fighting over space; both kits were set up facing each other on opposite ends.
“Well that's a good sign,” a voice said, walking in
“Everyone working together,” another added
“Principal Celestia and Vice-principal Luna? The two of you set this up.”
“We allowed this to happen as you needed to work together,” Celestia answered
“You can't do everything on your own; Sunset. Your friends deserve a second chance to help you out,” Luna added
“I realize that now. It hurt to be accused of something I didn't do, and I will live with the scars from my actions as a result. I'm just glad I had the opportunity to apologize to everyone for my actions.”
“We still can't believe what we did months ago. All we can do is make the most of everything moving forward,” Applejack replied
“If you all can get something prepared; would you mind playing during prom,” Celestia asked
“We'll certainly try. One of us will let you know about our progress.”
“Have fun,” Luna added, before they left
“If you girls don't mind; how's about we split off to work separately,” Flash suggested 
“What are you proposing,” Dash inquired
“We choose songs to learn or create our own individually. Occasionally practicing together before setting up everything for prom,” Flash elaborated 
“I like it. Besides; I have something I'd want to work on.”
“Any hint as to your plan,” Rarity asked
“Nope. It'll be a surprise for everyone.”
Everyone decided to part ways after playing for a while. With a few months until prom, they figured it would give them time to prepare everything.
● DISCORD ●
“So; what do you have planned?”
“I wanted to make a phoenix costume to wear as part of my entrance,” Sunset answered
“We'll gladly help out with anything you need,” Chrysalis added
“Thanks mom; dad. It might make it easier,” Sunset said
“How do you plan on making it?”
“Although I don't have my dress chosen; I suppose Rarity has it made already. Either way; the idea was to make a jacket of feathers to cover it,” Sunset replied
“If you sketch up the initial idea; I could start working on the jacket. I might not be Rarity; but I can make something you'll like,” Chrysalis said
“Thank you again mom. It's certainly going to be a surprise for everyone to witness,” Sunset added with a grin
“I'll add a mechanism for the wings to open. What about covering your face?”
“Didn't think about that,” Sunset added sheepishly 
“Perhaps we can modify an old helmet,” Chrysalis added
Sunset grabbed a few blank pages of printer paper and started drawing what she wanted for the design. A robe covered in feathers would be the outer portion of the outfit with a few clasps to hold it in place. Attached to the back as a sort of ‘backpack’ would be a set of wings that could open by the pull of a wire. Looking at an image of a bird; a simple mask was created that would cover the face with an extended beak on it.
“This is everything,” Discord asked, as Sunset nodded “Shouldn't be too hard. I'll start working on the wings tomorrow.”
“I'll ask Fluttershy for some assistance,” Sunset said, grabbing her phone
Fluttershy-
Do you happen to have any spare feathers from the animal shelter?
We do. The molted feathers are kept, but never used. I'll ask my boss for them. How many bags do you need?
‘I'll take whatever you have. I'm not sure just much it'll take
‘mI'll drop them off tomorrow. Best of luck
● HUMANE-FIVE ●
“Who was that you were texting,” Dash asked, grabbing the phone
“It's rude to snoop in someone's phone,” Applejack warned
“Sunset asked me about feathers. I told her the shelter has bags full of them,” Fluttershy answered “I'll give them to her tomorrow.”
“Why would you keep the used feathers,” Rarity inquired
“The manager wanted to and I never asked why,” Fluttershy mused
“If Sunset doesn't use everything; I wouldn't mind making a down pillow,” Rarity said
“On another topic; let's get something written for prom,” Pinkie suggested 
“I have the lyrics for one song I'd like to do. It's called ‘Awesome As I Want To Be’. Here it is,” Dash said, handing over a piece of paper
“Seems alright to me,” Fluttershy added
“Let's get started,” AJ suggested 
● FLASH ●
“You really think that is a good idea,” one of the band members asked
“It's taken enough time to realize it. Why not just admit it,” Flash commented
“We don't actually need two drum sets; do we? I mean would they actually be able to learn the song,” another added
“Nah. Besides, I'd rather keep this between us.”
“Fine with me. Any other songs we need,” one asked
“I don't think we'll need much more. The girls would be the main act, anyways. We open with the one and they take care of the rest.”
“It kind of sucks that we did all this work for nothing,” another mused “Especially with the talent show.”
“Call it what it was; a ‘Battle of the Bands’. And honestly; Rainbow Dash and the others deserved to win. As for us, we were under hypnotic suggestion by the Dazzlings.”
“Don't remind me. At least we had an excuse for our shitty actions; not counting the ‘Anon-a-Miss’ incident.”
● THE NEXT DAY ●
“Here's the feathers you asked for,” Fluttershy said
“Thanks. Hopefully this will be enough,” Sunset commented
“Good luck on your project. Rarity asked for some of the excess feathers if you don't use everything,” Fluttershy added, before leaving
“I hope you done mind the rest of us worked on a few songs yesterday,” Dash said apologetically “We're sorry.”
“You have nothing to apologize for. I'm glad something was done since my surprise will be quite the project.”
“We're heading to the music room after class. See you later,” Dash added
Sunset sat in class writing what she hoped might become song lyrics using her past as inspiration. The only problem she had was finding the perfect rhythm for guitar and drums.
“Now I know how professional musicians feel. This sucks,” Sunset muttered to herself 
Once free from the classes; Sunset headed to get lunch before joining the others. A makeshift table of music stands was used to support a pizza box and plates.
“Just in time; Sunny. Principal Celestia ordered pizza for us,” Pinkie said cheerfully 
“Really? That's unexpected.”
“My sister thought you might like it,” Luna said “Any progress so far?”
“Yesterday the rest of us did get at least one song completed,” Rarity replied 
“And I wrote lyrics in class earlier. Rather; I finally got the idea out of my head I've had since my hospitalization.”
“Can I take a look,” Applejack asked
“Of course. Sorry if I don't have parts for piano in here.”
“Guitar, bass, drums and vocals are all we need for this,” Dash said “Sorry Rarity; Fluttershy.”
“It's alright. I don't mind sitting out for a short time,” Fluttershy replied
“And I'm not sure how much a piano fits in with the song,” Rarity added
“I'll leave you girls to your work. Have fun,” Luna said 
“On another topic; I have dresses made for everyone,” Rarity said
“Any chance we can see them?”
“Here's the pictures I took of them,” Rarity replied, passing around her phone
“I like it. Mine's functional,” Applejack commented
“I tried to make something everyone would like,” Rarity explained 
“Mine certainly is unexpected. I mean that in a good way. You've rarely made a bad outfit.”
“Well; the outfits you saw during the sleepover those months ago were supposed to be gotten rid of,” Rarity commented
“Those were cool. You should be proud of your work,” Pinkie said
“It took me a while to realize that. I started making everyone's dresses in the hopes of making amends,” Rarity answered, hanging her head
“Alright; this moping is getting ridiculous. We fucked up then; and now have a second chance. ‘Phoenix’ on three,” Dash directed, sticking a hand out as everyone followed suit “One…two…three…”
“PHOENIX!”
“Sorry to interrupt girls. Sunset; I have my portion of the project complete,” Discord said, sticking his head through the cracked open door
“Thanks dad. I'll take a look at home.”
“Still aren't getting a preview, are we,” AJ asked
“Everyone's going to see it at prom. I don't want to spoil anything. So; shall we get to practice?”
“So far; we have two songs to play. I did come up with a third,” Fluttershy mused
“Lets hear it,” Pinkie encouraged
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sJnYZskgzkg
"I like it. It's a fun song,” Pinkie replied 
“Agreed. Maybe we can ‘pony-up’ again,” Applejack commented
“After that incident; we lost the ability to do so. Despite using it to defeat the Sirens,” Dash added
“Probably the Elements of Harmony sensed something wrong and refused to work,” a voice from behind said
“Twilight! What are you doing here,” Rarity asked
“I thought I'd surprise you by showing up. How's everyone been going,” Twilight asked
“Our former band, the Rainbooms ended when Sunset was in the hospital. Now; we're calling the band ‘Phoenix’ in honor of Sunset,” Applejack explained 
“Congratulations on that and I wish you the best of luck with the band,” Twilight said
“Why don't you stick around for a little while? Equestria can survive without your presence for a short time.” 
“I think I will. Besides; it's nice to get away from everything for a while,” Twilight mused 
“Sunset; why don't you start with the song we heard you play with Vinyl and Octavia,” Rarity suggested 
“It would be easier for the two of them to join me.”
“It's a good thing we just happen to be passing by,” Vinyl mused “Rarity; do you mind if I use your keytar?”
“Of course you can. Thank you for asking,” Rarity answered
With Vinyl starting the melody; Octavia followed in as a backing before Sunset added the main guitar part https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=tH_xsg-V2Ys; https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=_lZJlEkHP2M. Twilight had to turn away momentarily in order to wipe her eyes.
“That's beautiful. What made you come up with that,” Twilight asked
“It just sort of happened. None of us knew what would come out of the rhythm,” Octavia replied
“Let's try the song you wrote; Sunset,” Dash said
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=pSqrpL1MY4E 
“From what I've heard; that certainly fits your situation. Everyone is glad you're still here,” Twilight said, hugging Sunset
“As am I. While I was recovering; those lyrics came to mind. Just the other day I finally decided to write them down.”
“Let's head home. Besides; no one else is here except for the teachers,” Fluttershy suggested 
“Damn. I didn't realize it was that late,” Dash replied
“How's your sister doing,” Pinkie asked curiously
“The three have kept away from each other since returning. I'd guess they don't want anything to do with one another,” AJ answered
“They've already been punished by our parents; but still chose to part ways,” Rarity added
“They know how much hell the school was put through. Thankfully no one actually attacked them for retribution,” Dash chimed in
“It might have started with just punishing me; but everyone got hurt from it. They're lucky not to have been arrested.”
“It's time for me to head home. I'll try to return soon,” Twilight said
“Tell mom I said ‘hi’. I might not return home for a long time.”
“Alright. Take care girls,” Twilight replied
Sunset slung her guitar over her shoulder before accompanying Twilight to the portal. Discord joined them to drive his daughter home. Wrapped up in the back of the truck was his surprise for her.
● DISCORD ●
“So; what do you think?”
“It's perfect. Thank you,” Sunset answered hugging him
“I finished sewing the jacket and came up with something else you could do,” Chrysalis commented
“What's that,” Sunset questioned
“We could put something on the shoulders and mount the wings on the back.”
“That; and get the feathers dyed and overlapping on the jacket,” Chrysalis added
“I'll help with whatever I can. After all; this is my project,” Sunset replied
“I'll start with the dye tomorrow. They'll need time to dry afterwards,” Chrysalis decided
“Thank you both for helping out.”
“You're welcome. Your band's sounding pretty good.”
“They asked me to be lead guitarist; but it's everyone's band. I don't want them left out of decisions,” Sunset stated
“Besides your band; how's your studies coming along,” Chrysalis inquired
“Honestly; I haven't exactly been paying attention. Most of this I learned years ago. When I entered this world from Equestria; I wanted to learn about everything I could. Instead of studying, I've been drawing. Here's the book so you could take a look,” Sunset said as she handed over the book
“These are impressive. This is your version of our tattoo design? It certainly fits you; but would you actually get it done?”
“Probably not. It's too big to get it on my arm like the four of you and I'm not sure about it being placed on my back,” Sunset answered
“You don't have to get it inked if you don't want to. Besides; this is a great picture on its own,” Chrysalis replied
“Thanks mom. I thought it was fitting,” Sunset mused
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Months later; prom was quickly approaching with it being only a week away. Sunset and the others decided they had finished their set list consisting of four songs, before calling it a day.
“Girls; since we're so close to prom, I brought your dresses with me. If you don't mind; would you put them on in the bathroom? That way I know if there's anything that needs alterations,” Rarity asked
“The two of us will pack your instruments up in the meantime,” Vinyl said
“They will be safe. I promise,” Octavia added
“Thank you both for watching the instruments.”
“It's our pleasure,” Vinyl replied
Without argument; each took their dress and reported to the bathroom with Rarity in tow. The stalls would give them a little privacy while changing as Rarity made sure they wouldn't have unexpected visitors by standing guard by the door.
“It feels alright on mine. The bust is a tiny bit tight; but nothing too constricting,” Sunset commented
“Feels good,” Rainbow Dash added
“Definitely mighty fine work,” Applejack said
“Yes indeedie. Fits like a glove; although I don't know why someone would wear a glove as a dress,” Pinkie mused
“My bust is tight. Needs a size or two bigger,” Fluttershy added painfully 
“Sorry Fluttershy. I had to guess with your cup size since your bigger than the rest of us,” Rarity replied apologetically 
“I'd say biggest of the school,” Dash complimented
“Thanks. I think,” Fluttershy replied hesitantly 
“Besides Shy’s alterations; everyone else is happy,” Rarity asked
“Yeah.”
“Yep,” Dash confirmed 
“You got it sugarcube,” AJ added
“Yeperoonie,” Pinkie chimed in
“Very well. It should be done in a day's time; two at most. Thank you girls,” Rarity said
With sizing completed; each returned to their street clothes before retrieving the instruments. After doing so, their next stop would be home to officially relax.
● DISCORD ●
At home, Sunset decided to show off the dress that was made for her and see what they thought of it.
“That's the dress Rarity made for you?”
“It's nice. What are you going to do for footwear,” Chrysalis asked
“I'd want something practical that isn't too restrictive. A pair of boots if possible as I don't care for high heels,” Sunset answered
“Well; normally I wouldn't support or suggest playing hooky, but tomorrow we'll go to the mall for shoes,” Chrysalis decided
● SUNSET ●
Instead of lying; Luna was informed that Sunset wouldn't be there due to going shopping.
“That's taken care of. Luna and Celestia knows you're going to the store,” Chrysalis said
“That's good. At least I know it's an excused absence. I don't need to get in trouble for not being there.”
“Not entirely an approved absence. They are marking it down as ‘temporary sickness’. That way, you aren't in trouble,” Chrysalis replied
With that finished; the two headed over to the mall; which was quiet due to being a school day. Looking over at a nearby vehicle; Sunset was shocked at the sight of her friends.
“You've got to be kidding me!”
“Great minds think alike; huh,” Dash asked “Don't tell anyone we ditched school.”
“I've told Luna about Sunset going shoe shopping; but I will not vouch for anyone else. You should have chosen a different time; such as after school,” Chrysalis replied “What would your parents think about you playing hooky?”
“Most of the girls would be heading here after school. We just hoped to be done beforehand,” Rarity answered simply
“I've told my parents about missing a day. They don't mind,” Pinkie commented
With Chrysalis leading, the group headed to a shoe store before parting ways to make their own selections. Rainbow Dash found a pair of blue shoes that matched her dress, but wouldn't look too ‘girly’ for anyone to see. Luckily for her they had a small heel that looked and felt natural.
“Not bad, Dash,” Rarity mused
“I'm not exactly one for wearing this stuff,” Dash answered "Too girly for me."
“Well; they look good on you anyway,” Fluttershy added
Pinkie found a simple pair of heels that allowed her comfort; as Fluttershy chose a similar pair in yellow.
“I'm going to be practical and wear my boots with the dress. I can't see myself actually wearing something like that,” Applejack decided
“I'm not finding anything that I like.”
“How's about these,” Chrysalis asked, handing a box over
Sunset opened the box to find thigh-length gold boots with a thick heel, similar to her usual boots. As she tried them on; they felt extremely comfortable and drew the attention of the others.
“Those certainly stick out,” AJ mused
“Looks good,” Dash commented
“If those are the ones you feel compliment your outfit darling,” Rarity added “Shoes are the worst part of an outfit.”
“They're perfect. They'll go with the surprise I've been working on.”
Once each of them had the chosen pair of shoes they wanted; they headed to the cash register and paid while Chrysalis paid for her daughter's. Following that; they returned to the parking lot to store their purchases.
“What now?”
“Technically speaking; we're not supposed to be here. Granny Smith had me accompany the others to get shoes and immediately head home,” Applejack answered
“Not only that; but this would be third period now. It's not worth skipping half a day; only to return later,” Rarity added, looking at her phone's screen
“Alright. I'll see you girls tomorrow at school. And I promise not to speak about this.”
After the girls left; Chrysalis led Sunset back inside and to the food court. They decided to enjoy the time off while Sunset could, before the rigors of school caught up with her.
“How's school doing,” Chrysalis asked
“Besides the band being finished and ready for prom; class isn't too bad. It's been easy so far. Prom is on Friday and our finals start next week.”
“Best of luck with your tests,” she added “Your dad and I will be chaperoning at prom. Luna asked us to be there.”
“That's fine. It's better to have someone there in case it gets out of hand.”
“I'd highly doubt anything even remotely illegal would ever be permitted,” Chrysalis commented “And don't even think about having a party at your friends’ houses with alcohol.”
“I don't plan on drinking anyway. Not worth it.”
“Glad to hear. Anything you want to do next,” Chrysalis asked
“Perhaps a movie. I don't know what's playing, though.”
“Let's just pick one once we get there.”
Looking down the list of movies; a simple family movie was chosen that looked to be the most interesting. Since they already had lunch, it wasn't necessary to buy any snacks and so they just headed into the room.
“That was a good movie. Thank you for everything today.”
“You're very welcome, sweetheart. Besides; you’ve been working so hard that you could use a break,” Chrysalis replied, hugging her
“I've been meaning to ask for a while; but where exactly do you work?”
“I actually run one of the law firms in town. On occasion; I've taken cases to court, but usually that's done by my team. Funny thing is; a few are military JAG lawyers. They knew of my service and joined me,” Chrysalis answered
“That's cool. I had to ask for curiosity as I never knew.”
“I have no problems answering most of your questions. The only thing I won't tell you about is exactly what happened in the service,” she added “Now; let's head home.”
The reminder of the week seemed to pass slowly until Friday when they were given a half day. Principal Celestia thought it would give everyone enough time to get ready before prom that evening.
“Trixie; do you have a moment to talk alone?”
“Of course Trixie does. What do you need,” Trixie commented, speaking in her usual third-person
“With all the smoke balls you have; do you happen to have any red ones?”
“I do. Here's a couple red and orange ones for you. I don't typically use any others,” Trixie said, handing over a few balls
“Thank you very much. This is certainly going to help tonight.”
“You're welcome. I hope you have fun,” Trixie added
“Sunset, darling; do you want to come over to my house as we get ready for tonight,” Rarity asked “I'll be helping the others with makeup.”
“Thank you for the offer, but I will see you tonight. I'm don't use makeup.”
“Very well. I'll see you later,” Rarity said
● DISCORD ●
“Are you ready for tonight?”
“As ready as I can get. My guitar is packed up along with the outfit,” Sunset replied
“You look beautiful in your dress. Rarity made a good choice in design,” Chrysalis complimented “Let's get a picture together to remember this.”
“I was surprised that she created a choker with my cutie mark design on it. Thankfully, it does hide the scar as well,” Sunset added
“I've got the tripod set up so the three of us can be in the picture. Say ‘Phoenix’,” Discord said
“PHOENIX.”
“If there's nothing left, let's get to the school,” Sunset suggested
● MANE-FIVE ●
“I'm a bit nervous. This is our first show,” Fluttershy said
“We'll be fine. It's just the entire school we're playing for. It's not an arena of tens of thousands,” Pinkie mused, causing Fluttershy to shiver 
“Not exactly helping; Pinkie. But remember, we've played in front of the school before against the Dazzlings,” Applejack replied
“We're going to be so awesome,” Dash commented
“And look fabulous while doing so,” Rarity added “Now, let's get ready.”
● SUNSET ●
A few minutes later, Sunset was at school helping to set up the stage in the gym. To her surprise; Snips and Snails were joining in.
“Alright; we're done setting up the instruments. Let's get the curtain closed and head out.”
“Of course, Sunset,” Snips said 
“This should be fun,” Snails added
“That's your guitar? It's bitchin’,” Dash said
“It was a Christmas gift from my parents. This is the first time its left the safety of the house.”
“We have about half an hour before it starts. Let's get the instruments tuned up,” Applejack suggested 
“You're right. Afterwards, we'll leave them here and head out. That way we can make an awesome entrance,” Dash mused
With the quick sound check, both guitars and bass were properly tuned and placed on the rack on stage. Sunset had hers facing backwards not to spoil the design. 
“Everything is ready,” Principal Celestia inquired
“Yes ma'am. It's as good as it gets.”
“Very well. Head outside and join your friends,” Luna directed “Sunset; a moment alone before you depart?”
“We'll see you out there,” Fluttershy said as they departed
● LUNA ●
“Your parents mentioned you have a special outfit created for this evening. It's waiting in the locker room so you can change in private. Wait behind the stage for the proper moment.”
“Thank you Vice-principal Luna. I have let no one see it in order to be a surprise. Have one of the girls take this and hold onto it temporarily,” Sunset replied, passing off a smokeball 
● MANE-FIVE ●
“Where's Sunset? I thought she was going to join us,” Fluttershy asked, looking around
“Bathroom break? Or something else that came up,” Pinkie guesses
“Whatever the case, she'll join us on stage. That's all we need to focus on,” Applejack said, dropping the subject
“Even though they've realized their mistake; Scootaloo and the others still aren't together,” Dash commented sadly
“Sweetie Belle actually said she wasn't going to attend this evening unless my parents drove her. Something about ‘not wanting to see two screw-ups’. Her words; not mine,” Rarity answered 
“It's probably best we don't push the issue. They made mistakes just like us; and want time to fix it. Bloom was forced to come by Granny Smith as my brother was going,” Applejack mused
“Miss Bloom,” Sweetie Belle said, with a hint of disgust in her voice “How quaint to see you here.”
“I wasn't exactly planning to be here and I certainly ain't going to ditch to head home,” Apple Bloom replied
Scootaloo didn't bother to make eye contact with either of the two, and instead headed to see Dash instead. After giving her a hug, Scootaloo walked away before trying to blend in the crowd.
“Ladies and gentlemen; my sister and I would like to welcome to prom this evening. Have fun and enjoy yourselves,” Principal Celestia said, before opening the gym doors
“Dash; Sunset asked me to give you this,” Luna said, handing over the smokeball 
“Thank you ma'am. No idea what she was planning,” Dash replied in confusion 
“Flash. What's going on and why are you here,” Rarity asked
“One; I was to introduce the Rainbooms to everyone before you played a couple songs. And two; our group would take over for a few songs,” Flash answered
“It's a tad bit unusual; but can be done. Mr. Sentry agreed to play backup,” Celestia said
“Where's Sunset? I thought she was with you,” Flash inquired
“Stepped away. As for what; we don't know. Just carry on with introductions and I'm sure she'll get here,” Dash mused
Inside the girls’ locker room; Sunset had heard the commotion as students started entering the gym as she made final preparations. Once finished; she tried to leave quickly and quietly before taking her spot behind the curtain and slipped on the mask.
“Psst; Dash. Use the ball after you introduce me,” Sunset hissed from behind them
“Let’s give a round of applause for Canterlot High School's own Rainbooms,” Flash said with a flourish towards the stage
With the introduction out of the way, each of the girls headed onstage with Rainbow Dash leading. She took over the mic as the others readied their instruments.
“And now our lead singer. You know her as ‘Canterlot’s Phoenix’. Give it up for Sunset Shimmer,” Dash introduced before throwing down the smokeball
Using the distraction, Sunset quietly stepped on stage with the jacket’s wings spread open. As the smoke dissipated; a thunderous round of applause broke out as a few whistled in support.
“Encore,” someone said
“Wicked entrance,” another added
Sunset’s completed attire consisted of a red mask with beak, designed to look like a simplified face. A red thigh-length jacket followed that was covered with feathers dyed red and orange. Resting on the upper portion of the jacket around the shoulders was a padded area with smaller feathers leading to the wings connected to the back. With one fluid motion; the jacket was opened to reveal her prom dress as the attire was carefully taken away by Snips and Snails.

● LUNA ●
“Nice work. Who came up with the idea?”
“She did. Once we saw everything, we set to work,” Discord answered in a whispered
“He created the wings; while I was in charge of the rest,” Chrysalis added quietly
“That was certainly an unexpected entrance. I'd guess miss Lulamoon assisted with the smoke,” Celestia commented
● SUNSET ●
“Thank you for your support. This first song certainly sums up everything that has happened to me.”
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=pSqrpL1MY4E
As Sunset finished the song, the applause that emerged was louder than moments previously as they began chanting.
“PHOENIX!”
“PHOENIX!”
“In honor of this momentous occasion; we are proud to announce that the Rainbooms will be officially renamed as ‘Phoenix’! Now; I'd like to turn things over to Rainbow Dash for our next song.”
“Thank you for that. Now; I've always called myself awesome; but I'm as ‘Awesome As I Want To Be’,” Dash said, introducing the next song
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=fM0p7ETnBg4
Following that; Fluttershy decided to sing something that she had written the day before prom. Although none of the group knew about it, the students were surprised by her lyrical ability.
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=ExgxOxPFVj4
Sunset and Dash led the encore song, ‘Shake Your Tail’ and were actually surprised to find out they had ponied up while playing.
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=lPJ_XndO_5o
“We actually did it,” Pinkie commented
“And I did say we'd look fabulous,” Rarity added
“How is it even possible,” Dash asked
“Just accept it. It's better we don't know.”
As the girls took their final bow and headed offstage; Flash and company replaced them on the instruments. Sunset’s guitar sat front and center untouched out of respect.
“This first song goes out to a special girl. Sunset Shimmer; this is for you,” Flash said, as Sunset blushed in response 
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=zg21Rkew874 
A few more songs were played with each feeling like ‘traditional’ music. Afterwards; Sunset led in applause as Flash and company left the stage.
“You're lucky you have someone serenading you,” Rarity said 
“I don't know what to say.”
“How's about asking me to a dance,” Flash asked, from behind 
“I'll leave you two alone,” Rarity said, before finding a dance partner 
“You know I can't dance.”
“How's about just taking it easy? Besides; I really do want a second chance,” he mused
“I guess we can try again. Sorry for everything.”
“It was years ago. We're older now and realized our mistakes. Let's just enjoy the time we have,” He added, as they slow-danced
Most of the dance floor cleared out leaving just Flash and Sunset. To her surprise, even her adopted parents joined in dancing. 
“Thank you for coming this evening and we hope you had fun. Just remember; final exams will start on Monday and for seniors; graduation will be held the following Friday,” Celestia said before everyone started departing 
“This was the best prom CHS has had in years. Thank you everyone for supplying the music,” Luna added
“Actually; we should be thanking both of you for giving us the chance to perform; Principal Celestia and Vice-principal Luna. Sunset; you made this band better than it was originally and deserve credit as well,” Dash replied
“I just wanted to make sure everyone in the band had equal opportunities to express their opinions.”
“Hopefully everyone has been studying hard for your finals,” Celestia mused
“I haven't studied; but it's never stopped me before.”
“Just be careful. Your tests shouldn't be determined by luck,” Luna warned
“It was never luck that got me through school. Back in Equestria; I always had a photographic memory. Even when I entered this world; I spent countless days in the library studying everything I could.”
“Well; it's getting late and all of you need to start heading home. Best of luck on your tests,” Discord mused
“Sunset; perhaps we could get together sometime,” Flash asked
“We'll see; but I wouldn't rule anything out.”
“I'll take it. Besides; I'm looking forward to the Gears of War tournament during summer,” he replied 
“You play,” Dash asked
“Every so often. I doubt I could be one of the best,” he replied modestly 
“Perhaps we'll go to the tournament together.”
“As in; a date,” he inquired 
“It could be. We'll see,” Sunset replied with a shrug
Throughout the following week; Sunset seemed to head into her final exams without any worries while her friends questioned themselves. Everyone hoped the time spent studying would be enough; while some decided on other methods. Rainbow Dash had just finished her exams when she was called into the principal's office. 
● CELESTIA ●
“What were you thinking!?”
“Cheating on your final exams? Actually writing the answers on your wristbands,” Luna added, before muttering quietly, ‘Regardless of how creative it was.’
“My parents wanted me to get into the best college. It put me in a bind,” Dash answered “I thought cheating was the best idea.”
“I'll give you one chance to redeem yourself. Each of your final exams will be taken under the watchful eye of all your teachers; along with my sister and I. Since graduation is tomorrow; Saturday will be your redo.”
“Yes ma'am. I am sorry for my actions,” Dash said apologetically 
● SUNSET ●
“Really; Dash? Was it worth it?”
“I fucked up and got caught cheating,” Dash answered
“We're going to watch you as well,” AJ stated
“On another topic; have you contacted Twilight lately,” Fluttershy asked
“No. I'll do so now.”
Twi-
Sorry this is last minute; but would you like to come to my graduation tomorrow?’
As much as I'd like to; I'm currently unable to do so. I have been called away and won't make it back in time. I'm sorry about not letting you know sooner. In fact; I just found out moments ago
-Twilight
“No can do. She's busy right now.”
“Sorry; Sunset. We didn't know,” Pinkie replied
“It's fine. Shit happens.”
♢ THE NEXT DAY ♢
● DISCORD ●
“Are you ready?”
“It's high school graduation. I am somewhat looking forward to it; but still unsure as what to do afterwards,” Sunset answered
“What exactly are you thinking about doing,” Chrysalis inquired
“Since I haven't put in a college application yet; I might wait a year or return home to Equestria after summer ends,” came the reply
“If you do leave; just know that we'll always love you and would gladly await your return.”
“Your father's right. If we were permitted; we'd enjoy visiting your home for a bit,” Chrysalis added
“I'm not sure about that. The versions of you are completely different and I wouldn't want anything bad to happen.”
“In the meantime; let's get going to school.”
● SUNSET ●
“This is so exciting! We're graduating,” Pinkie yelled
“Relax a bit; Pinks. We know what's happening,” Dash said, laying a hand on her friend's shoulder 
“Indeed. This is our final day as children before entering into adulthood,” Rarity mused
“Good morning ladies and gentlemen; and congratulations to all of you. We mark this occasion by introducing our valedictorian; Sunset Shimmer,” Celestia introduced
“I honestly don't have a speech prepared,” Sunset started, which resulted in a few chuckles from the audience “So I guess I'll speak from the heart.”
“While we leave high school and look forward to the future; don't be afraid to look back. You may form new friendships; but your older friends will still be there. Don't be afraid to fail if you try something new. It only results in learning something new. And remember this as you graduate: Wondercolts Forever; Forever Wondercolts!”
As soon as she finished; the audience erupted in thunderous applause at the impromptu speech. Many knew that Sunset was speaking from experience and wanted to pass along the advice. 
Following the speech; everyone headed onstage one by one to receive their diplomas before Sunset led them in the traditional turning of the tassels. The event ended with everyone throwing the caps in the air.
“Congrats Sunset,” Fluttershy said
“I knew you'd be great,” Applejack added
“So; what are you going to do next,” Rarity asked 
“I don't know. All of you are heading off to Canterlot University; but I never registered. I might just head home for a while. If I do; I'd like you girls to take the book. That way we can keep in touch.”
“You're sure about heading home? Isn't there something to major in,” Dash added
“I don't know. I draw for fun and don't really want someone telling me what to do. Chemistry is not like home where I was actually taught alchemy.”
“So you could actually make gold,” Rarity asked in awe
“I did once; but it doesn't mean anything, nor do gems. Diamonds and other stones are commonly used as part of dresses by the Equestrian Rarity.”
“Really? That’s surprising. Why is that,” Fluttershy asked
“Honestly; I never knew. Ponies don't care for them. Some are actually millionaires in our terms; but still choose to work in their talent.”
“What was your talent,” Pinkie inquired
“I was good at pyrokinetic magic. Unfortunately; it doesn't work in this world.”
“You're heading home? We'll certainly welcome you,” a voice said from behind 
“Mom? I didn't think you'd be here.”
“It was to be a surprise. It's up to you to come back to Equestria,” Princess Celestia answered
“I'll keep that in mind. I'm not sure what to do right now.”
“Well; whatever you choose, we'll accept,” Discord commented
“Thank you everyone. I look forward to what happens in the future.”

	
		Gamers



A few months after graduation; Sunset was going to be attending a Gears of War e-sports tournament. The top eight players would battle each other to determine the overall greatest player in Canterlot. 
“This should be fun. You defending the title against seven others,” Discord mused
“I've been looking forward to this ever since I received that notice months ago! I just hope they don't take the thrashing too harshly.”
“Cockiness may be your downfall. Remember the tale of Icarus,” Chrysalis warned
“I know. Despite warnings from his father; Icarus flew too close to the sun and the wax holding his wings together melted. Sorry; I'm just really excited about this.”
“It's fine to be excited; but remember, this is only a game. Don't fret or complain if you lose,” he said simply 
“I'll try. This is just a major competition and I want to give everything I can. Who knows; maybe I could become a professional gamer?”
“That certainly is an ambitious goal you've set. But; let's just limit the focus on today,” Chrysalis mused
“On another topic; wasn't Flash supposed to be going with us,” He asked
“I completely forgot about asking him to go! Hopefully Flash isn't too mad.”
“Well; we're all ready, so let's get going. There's still some time before the start,” Chrysalis suggested 
A few minutes later; Discord had driven the family to Canterlot High School, which had been the agreed meeting place. Leaning against the statue was Flash, himself. Sunset helped him inside before climbing in next.
“You forgot about picking me up; didn't you,” Flash asked as Sunset nodded “It's alright. I'm excited myself for this.”
“Same here. I play a lot and I'm looking forward to seeing one of the biggest rivalries play out. I forget the name; but it was something with two ‘L’ words and DarknessRisin666. Both have been battling each other to the top of the leaderboard.”
As they reached the event; Sunset was surprised at the venue. A casino arena would hold the competition with a crowd of tens of thousands of in-person spectators; along with the potentially millions watching the livestream.
“About time you two got here,” Dash commented “Not doing anything bad; I hope?”
“I was running late as I forgot to pick up Flash. Shit happens.”
“This is so awesome! We're actually in a casino,” Dash mused, changing the subject 
“It's not that interesting. Besides; we're not here to gamble. The event just happened to draw a big enough audience,” Discord stated
“I never would have thought a video game tournament could draw this big of a crowd,” Chrysalis mused
“E-sports is certainly growing. It's actually a good time to be a gamer.”
“This certainly is a surprise. I didn't take Fluttershy as a gamer,” Flash said
“I got into it when Dash asked me to help her. It's actually a nice stress reliever,” Fluttershy replied
“I concur. Whenever I get into a creationist block with my outfits; I kill some grubs,” Rarity added
“I watched Big Mac playing and wanted to try my hand. It wasn't too bad a game,” Applejack commented
“I just play whatever I want. My parents really don't care,” Pinkie chimed in
“Let's head inside and get some seats. I'd like be have a decent view of the action.”
“Sounds good. Well; we're just in time. The doors are opening,” Discord pointed out, as the girls started running
“Please do not run. We'd rather not see any accidents,” a security guard warned
After being warned; each of the group slowed their pace from a run to just walking slightly faster than normal as they headed inside. They stopped at the first row before the barricade and sat down. 
“Looks like ten feet below us. Why'd they do that,” Dash asked
“We can see the stage from here and it gives the players a little privacy.”
“Looking slightly down on them might feel a little easier than someone staring in your face,” Applejack suggested 
“I guess so. I'd wish good luck to the players; but I don't know who they are,” Pinkie said 
“I'm going to have ask the seven of you to follow me,” a man in a suit said
“Who are you; and why the hell should we follow you,” Dash demanded
“I'm afraid I must insist. Let's go. No names or questions,” the suit ordered
“Bye dad. I'll see you later.”
Flash reluctantly led the girls up the stairs behind their guide and into the hallway. Awaiting their arrival were six more suits which stopped in front of the group, before leading them away individually. Each of them was led to rooms far enough away from one another for privacy. Sunset was sitting in a room when another man in a suit walked in to talk to her.
“I'm sure you've probably got a lot of questions and I'll try to answer what I can,” the suit said
“Two questions to be precise. Why'd you take us? And where are my friends!?”
“You're one of the top Gears of War players. We didn't want you to sit in the audience; but call you from the back and give you a proper entrance. We didn't want to spoil anything,” came the reply
“So what happens now?”
“The event starts in ten minutes and we'll call everyone out. You'll be led out by one of the guards,” he explained 
With that; the suit departed, leaving Sunset alone in the room. Wanting to calm down; she sat down on the floor and closed her eyes. Sunset never really knew about meditation; but tried to focus on the task in front of her and not the temporary isolation from her friends. 
● MAIN EVENT INTRODUCTION ●
“Ladies and gentlemen; welcome to Canterlot’s Gears of War tournament,” the MC said, as the audience cheered
“Where's Sunset? I haven't seen her since we entered,” Chrysalis whispered
“Dunno. Some suit led the group out,” Discord whispered back
“Lulu’s gone missing as well,” Celestia added quietly 
“Let's introduce the players vying for the title. In eighth place is the player known as ‘Bunnyluv’,” the DJ introduced 
A scared and reluctant Fluttershy made her way onstage before taking a seat by one of the monitors.
“Seventh place is the so-called ‘Party Animal’; ‘PartyCannon’,” came the introduction 
Pinkie ran onstage before taking a bow as confetti came out of nowhere. She took a seat across from Fluttershy; separated by a screen.
“Sixth place is AppleBucker!”
Applejack followed her friend's lead and headed onstage taking the next available spots. Lightning Dash#1 and #1Fashionista were next to enter; revealed as being Rainbow Dash and Rarity, respectively.
“Now we come to the top three. I give you ‘PainSlayr’,” the DJ said excitedly
A black hooded figure entered the stage, before revealing itself to be Luna.
“Luna,” Celestia muttered “I knew she spent time playing; but never knew she was top three.”
“Oh shit,” Dash muttered
“Relax, girls. I'll try to go easy on you,” Luna joked
“Next up; the one and only ‘LightningLegion’.”
Flash entered and quickly took one of the two remaining seats as the others waited for the final entrant.
● SUNSET ●
“You're up next; young lady. Please follow me,” the security guard said “We're going to the Gorilla Position.”
“The what?”
“You'll see,” came the reply
Sunset was led back to the front of the arena, before stopping just shy of the doors leading onstage. The anticipation was starting to get to her as she wanted to just head out and get this over with.
“And now; here's the final entrant and the number one player in Canterlot; ‘DarknessRisin666’,” the DJ announced
“You're up,” the guard said, gesturing forward 
Sunset took a breath to steady herself before pushing open the door and heading out. Once in sight; one of the other players stood up in shock.
“What the hell,” Dash yelled “You've got to be kidding me!”
“Please calm down. Let the game settle things,” the DJ commented
Dash reluctantly sat down as Sunset took the final spot on stage. In the meantime; Sunset calmly retrieved the MareBox One controller.
“Ladies and gentlemen, the rules for this tournament are simple. Each game will be five minutes long and single elimination. Whomever is in last place will be eliminated as the next game starts after. Characters will be the same throughout the game,” the DJ explained “We'll use ‘Gears of War 3’.”
Sunset was trying to find her favorite character, Myrra; only for it to be taken. Luna raced to select the character first; leaving Sunset to choose Anya instead. The others randomly picked theirs as the game started with the Thrashball arena map.
Everyone darted around the outskirts of the level; trying to avoid the scoreboard in the center. Fluttershy dove behind a barricade only to be kicked out as Pinkie jumped over, knocking her out of the way and killing her character with a shotgun blast.
“Oh darn. At least I made it this far,” Fluttershy mused
“Sorry, Flutters,” Pinkie said sadly
“It's okay,” Fluttershy answered
Rarity proceeded to kill Pinkie from behind before walking into a grenade trap from Luna and dying instantly.
“Come on; I want to win,” Dash muttered quietly
A smoke grenade was thrown into the area as Flash proceeded to eliminate Rarity and Dash; before getting cut down by Pinkie. 
“Just two more this round. I just can't believe Pinkie is holding her own,” Sunset thought
Without warning; Sunset found her character being shot at by Luna before grabbed and tagged with a grenade. Both Pinkie and Sunset were killed simultaneously in the blast.
“Game one winner is PainSlayr. Eliminated first is Bunnyluv,” the DJ commented
Fluttershy calmly headed offstage and into the stands in the first row. Sitting near her were Chrysalis, Discord and Celestia.
“You did a good job,” Celestia said
“Thank you; but not good enough to win,” Fluttershy muttered quietly 
“You win some; you lose some. Besides; this wasn't an easy battle,” Discord added
“Thank you sir; for that,” Fluttershy replied
Game two proceeded on a map known as ‘Checkout’; a dilapidated supermarket. Everyone seemed to be running blindly into one another which posed problems due to the cramped design. Pinkie was the first eliminated by unknowingly walking into a trap. Just behind her was Rarity who managed to take out Flash and Dash with a grenade as she died.
“Ha! Take that you ruffians,” Rarity said cheerfully 
Applejack managed to successfully eliminate Luna as she took the time to reload her empty rifle. Sunset used the moment to eliminate her opponent; granting her the win.
“Winner; DarknessRisin666. Eliminated next is PartyCannon,” the DJ stated
Round three saw Applejack winning with Rarity being eliminated, much to her surprise. The following rounds saw Applejack and Dash leaving.
“Damn. So friggin’ close,” Dash muttered 
“With our top three players; gameplay will be different. These games will be played in ‘Gears of War Judgment’ and victory must come from winning two games,” the DJ explained
The playing field was actually leveled with an entirely new game map and control layouts. Sunset did manage to select Myrra as her character while Luna decided on Sophia and Flash chose Garron Padduk for himself.
All three were playing strategically on finding one another. Sunset was using a sniper rifle to track Flash’s moments before watching him get taken out by Luna. In response; Sunset proceeded to eliminate Luna; scoring the first victory. The next two games saw Luna and Flash winning; respectively. At that point, they knew there would be no holding back or mercy given.
“Damn they're good,” Dash muttered
“They're the top three for a reason. None of you have anything to hang your heads about; each you did hold your own pretty well,” Discord said cheerfully 
“You're right. We might not have won; but we're the top eight in all of Canterlot,” Rarity added proudly 
“Let's not forget; Sunset and Flash are our friends. Luna was our high school vice-principal. No matter which of them wins, we support them just the same,” Fluttershy said
For the final round; each decided to go all out in their strategies. Sunset found an area that was good for sniping and set a grenade trap nearby to spot incoming enemies.
“I know that plan,” Flash thought to himself “Time to wreck it.”
“I've always prided myself on being such a prolific gamer. I can't let two former students show me up,” Luna thought
“First plan: stick the grenade in the wall and hope unexpected player misses it. Secondly: prepared for secondary combat with second frag and shotgun,” Sunset thought
Luna looked around the area and spotted Flash’s character running. Deciding it wasn't worth wasting ammo, followed along a side path before disappearing.
“Where are you? I had two spotted; but one left the area,” Sunset thought
Not taking any chances; Sunset switched to her shotgun and moved from direct line of visibility. The sound of an explosion signaled her trap was noticed and diffused. An incoming smoke grenade blinded her screen as Flash rushed in. A few blind shots hit their mark as he found himself eliminated. 
After switching the sniper rifle for the machine gun from Flash; Sunset readied herself as Luna made her way inside the passage. A smoke grenade disoriented her as she walked by Sunset’s other grenade trap, killing her instantly. Sunset calmly set the controller down as she leaned backwards to catch her breath.
“Ladies and gentlemen, your winner of the tournament; DarknessRisin666 aka miss Sunset Shimmer,” the DJ announced cheerfully 
“Congratulations on beating me; Sunset. You were a worthy opponent,” Luna said, sticking out a hand
“That was an awesome game. Congrats to both of you,” Flash commented
“Thank you both for everything. No one made this easy; and both of you certainly didn't hold back.”
“Pardon me for a moment. My phone just went off,” Luna said
Looking at the message; Luna noticed it was from Celestia and had a simple message on it.
You let her win…didn't you?
Yes. Don't tell her 
“Sorry about that,” Luna commented
“It's fine,” Sunset replied, before lowering her voice to a whisper “Thank you for letting me win.”
“You knew? How,” Luna asked in shock
“Perhaps we discuss this later?”
Just as Sunset said that; the rest of her friends ran onstage from the audience to embrace her. After they let go; her parents came up to join them.
“Congrats; Sunset. You worked hard for this moment,” Chrysalis said, hugging her
“Congratulations miss Shimmer. As reward for winning the tournament; we have a check for $50,000 for you,” a suit commented
“Wow. I don't think I'd see that much money before.”
“This calls for a party,” Pinkie said excitedly 
“I'll help you with the details,” Discord suggested, as the others left
“Now that the others aren't around; tell me why.”
“You deserve to win. Besides; I've won multiple videogame tournaments and didn't care to win another one. You put in quite a lot of time playing to reach first place,” Luna answered 
“Thank you. I was surprised when you let me kill you in the end.”
“How was I supposed to know you'd plant a frag grenade in the wall and use smoke for disorienting me,” Luna joked
“Are you going to join us at home?”
“We'll be there. It's been a while since we came over,” Celestia decided
As the group parted ways; Pinkie headed to the store to buy a simple chocolate cake for everyone to enjoy. While Pinkie was notorious for spontaneous parties; the competition took a lot of energy out of her. A few hours later; everyone was sitting in the dining room at Sunset’s house to celebrate.
“First of all; let's have a toast to everyone. Everyone won; regardless of their place,” Discord said, raising a cider bottle
“To victory,” the group added
“I can't believe you were the one I fought against,” Dash joked
“I figured out everyone's gamertags; but I'm surprised none of you girls decoded mine.”
“I've been trying since it was said; but I still don't get it,” Fluttershy answered
“If you don't figure Sunset’s out; mine's going to be just as difficult,” Flash mused
“Oh; I got it! ‘DarknessRisin’ is related to Sunset as it gets dark as the sun sets. As for the numbers, I'm lost,” Pinkie answered “LightningLegion is just as easy. Lightning flashes and military legions in ancient times had soldiers known as sentries.”
“Exactly. The 666 was something I found that was supposed to be evil.”
“What are you going to do with the money,” Luna inquired 
“All I'm going to do is cash the check. The money will go to the six of you for whatever you want.”
“Why don't you want it,” Rarity questioned
“I've decided to return to Equestria. Each of you have a future planned out: go to college, get a job and later get married. I entered this world five years ago as a lost and spoiled teenager that truly didn't belong and I feel it's time to go back home. Keep the book so you can keep me informed about what's going on.”
“Than this is more than just a celebration for the tournament, and now a going away party,” Pinkie decided
“We may only be your adopted parents; but we'll gladly welcome you back whenever you decide to return,” Chrysalis said
“Thank you for everything these past months. I was in a dark place when I attempted suicide; but it was the two of you that helped me make up my mind.”
“We know everything was forgiven; but it's not going to go away. Our sisters drove us apart more than you ever did,” Applejack said “Sorry to bring that up. They seem to have broken up their friendship in penance for their actions.”
“Scootaloo may be my little sister; but she could have just asked for a moment of time,” Dash added sadly 
“Sweetie Belle was informed of by our parents that she was to assist in any way I need around the boutique, without question,” Rarity said
“A slave; without calling her such? That does feel a little harsh,” Celestia mused
“They wanted to bring her back home; but she wanted to stay with me. I guess that was their way of making sure her room and board was taken care of,” Rarity added
“Well; hopefully they have learned their lesson as to how much damage cyberbullying can cause. None of those posts can truly be removed from the internet and could be found again. I'm just happy not to have prosecuted them under cyberbullying laws. They would have served a sentence in juvenile hall until they were eighteen years old,” Chrysalis stated
“I'm going to be heading home tomorrow if any of you would like to see me off.”
The next morning, Discord made his daughter sausage and bacon as part of the family breakfast knowing Sunset wouldn't have a chance to eat meat. After enjoying her final meal; they headed back to Canterlot High where the girls were waiting, along with Luna and Celestia.
“Principal Celestia; could you take a picture of us please,” Fluttershy asked, handing over her phone
“Of course. Gather around,” Celestia said
A few pictures were taken while Fluttershy sent everyone a copy; even one to Sunset’s phone. After receiving one final hug from everyone; Sunset calmly walked through the portal to a place she'd spent years away from and longed to see again; Equestria.

	