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		Description

Rainbow Dash is known to be a fearless pony. But, her bravery is put to the test when she has to get that one thing that she really doesn't want: a vaccine.
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	It was a fine late summer afternoon. The breeze of the wind was getting colder, the leaves of the trees were changing colors, and animals were starting to hibernate. After all, fall is coming. In the distance of Ponyville, Rainbow Dash was lounging around on a cloud right next to her house. She was enjoying her last few days of summer. Meanwhile, Applejack was nearby, also enjoying her final days of this season by galloping across Ponyville. At a sudden stop, she noticed Rainbow and her home in the sky. Applejack then trotted over to see how Rainbow Dash was doing.
"Hey, Rainbow!" she called out. Surprised, Rainbow turned around to see who called her name and saw Applejack below her.
"Oh, hey Applejack! Why are you here, doesn't Applebuck Season start today?" she asked.
"Nope, already done that with the rest of the family," Applejack replied. 
"Oh, okay," Rainbow Dash said. At the spur of a moment, a gust of wind chilled down her spine. "Brrr, how do you actually get work done when it's this chilly today?"
"Well, you know me and the Apples, always working very hard in any kinda weather!" Applejack also replied. Hey, that reminds me, she thought.
"Speaking of weather, have ya taken your- what's it called?- Oh, a vaccine! Rainbow, haven't you taken that yet?" At that moment, Rainbow Dash had her eyes wide opened and made a face that clearly said, "Celestia, help me."
"Uh... nope." Oh gosh, this can't be good, she thought.
"Well, why didn't ya take it sooner? Like ya said, it's gettin' chillier, and ponies are gonna be sick!" Applejack said. Ponyfeathers... Rainbow thought once again.
"The thing is, uh, Applejack, I, uh, don't need one! Yeah. Besides, since when will I get sick because of the cold? Also, why don't  you get one yourself first?" Rainbow Dash said with a forced smile and a shrug.
"Because, Rainbow, I already got one!" Applejack triumphantly said as she revealed a green bandage on her front right forearm. "Now, why don't ya get down from there and stop crazy talkin'?"Giving up with defeat, Rainbow slowly and reluctantly floated down to the ground from her cloud. Applejack then made taunting giggles.
"Um, AJ? What's so funny?" Rainbow confusingly questioned.
"Oh, nothing. It's just that I realized somethin'," Applejack said.
"So, what is it exactly?" agitated Rainbow asked.
"That miss Rainbow 'Danger' Dash just might be scared of needles!" Applejack replied while snickering. As soon as she heard that statement, Rainbow's cheeks blushed a pinkish-red color.
"N-No! What are you even talking about?!" she shouted in embarrassment. Applejack then burst into more cackling. 
"Applejack, I'll even prove it to you that I'm, in fact, not scared of shots!" Rainbow said arrogantly.
"Heh, whatever you say, sugar cube. I'll meetcha there then," Applejack said as she hurriedly ran ahead of her friend to find a doctor's office. Rainbow stared at her zooming companion and made a tiny fearful whine.
"Come on, Rainbow! What are ya waitin' for?" shouted Applejack as Rainbow Dash flew to catch up with her.
A few minutes of running and flying later, both Rainbow Dash and Applejack at Dr Gallop's; the Ponyville doctor's office. Looking at the sign, Rainbow made a soft gulp while Applejack was making a smug face through the whole trip. The two mares entered and found themselves in the waiting room. Fillies and colts filled the room. Some of them were crying while their parents were trying to reassure their children with calm whispers or back-patting. They all must need to get it as well, thought Rainbow as she looked around the room and sat next to her friend.
"I just cannot wait to see the look on your face when you get that shot! It'll be as hilarious as when Rarity got her fancy mane wet!" Applejack said.
"Yeah, right, as if I'm going to actually make that face you're imagining, Applejack!" Rainbow Dash answered to Applejack while she was trying to get her usual confident expression.
After what seemed like forever for them, a white mare with a pink mane and a red plus cutie mark charged into the waiting room.
"Rainbow Dash?" she called out. While Rainbow and Applejack were going to the certain room, Rainbow was giving her friendly rival an angry glance while Applejack was staring back at her with the same smug smile. Eventually, the three mares were at room 302. As they entered, they saw that there were diagrams of pony body parts and all types of medicines everywhere as usual in every doctor's office. Rainbow Dash climbed on the paper-covered cushion table while the white mare was gathering her equipment out of her saddlebags. 
"Hello, Rainbow. My name is Nurse Redheart, your nurse for this day. Stay still, let me do some check-ups first," she said. Once she got her equipment, Redheart then checked Rainbow's blood pressure, her ears, eyes, muzzle, and reflexes.
"Alright, you seem pretty healthy so far, Rainbow Dash. Give me a minute and I'll get back to you," the nurse said to her patient as she was rummaging through her saddlebags once again. Slightly peering at the bags, Rainbow had an anxious feeling of what was going to happen next. After she was done sifting, Nurse Redheart pulled out a needle filled with a green serum. Rainbow let out a very weak yelp as the nurse tried to hold the tool with her hooves.
"Do not worry, miss Rainbow Dash. Everything's going to be fine," she said with a reassuring smile. Seeing the utmost fear in her face, Applejack's simper that was about to explode in laughter faded at the sight of her friend's face turning pale. With a warm grin, Applejack mouthed the phrase, "You got this!" to Rainbow for comfort. But, that wasn't actually enough. For when Nurse Redheart was about to give Rainbow Dash a shot, Rainbow just couldn't take it anymore. She attempted to fly away. But, Applejack quickly grabbed onto her tail with her mouth, dragging her back to the utterly confused and surprised nurse.
"No! In the name of Celestia! Please! I'm not ready for it! Somepony help me!"  Rainbow Dash scaredly shouted. While she was busy dramatically crying, Applejack simply nudged her head at her frightened friend as Nurse Redheart rolled her eyes and punctured the vaccine into Rainbow's flailing arms. The nurse then softly tapped on her patient's forearm.
"Rainbow, it's all over, you can stop now," Nurse Redheart said as Rainbow Dash started to calm down.
"Wait, that's it?" she asked while Nurse Redheart put a red bandage on where the vaccine was administered.
"Yep, pretty much. See, it ain't that bad at all, right?" Applejack said.
"Hey, I guess you're right, Applejack. I exaggerated the thought of shots being so bad that I forgot about the kind of pony I was!" Rainbow said with her confidence back as she gave her friend a light 'Thank you' hug.
"So, Rainbow, I heard that the Running of the Leaves event is coming back soon, why don't we train for it so we can get higher than last place?"
"Heh, sure thing Applejack," Rainbow replied. After a thank you and a tipping for Nurse Redheart, the two friends ran out the door.

			Author's Notes: 
Inspired by a real-life event.
----------------------------------------------
Hey guys! Thanks for reading my fanfic! As always, don't be afraid to give me some constructive criticism!
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