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		Description

Zero Gravity doesn't care about Manehatten anymore, he wants to leave and see the world for what it is, and the joy of spending time with his family and friends is keeping him from doing so. But when some mare comes into his life and opportunity knocks on his door, will he get his wish, or will he realize how dark the world really is?
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		Prologue 



	Silence, it’s blissful, especially in sleep. It was one of the things the young stallion enjoyed, next to flying and anything he thought was fun. However, in Manehattan, it’s rare to have silence, everypony is so busy in this city day and night, that’s why its nickname is ‘The city that never sleeps’, so some treasure these moments as much as they can befor-
“HEY, WAKE UP!!!” shouted a young voice across the dark room. “You’re going to be late at this rate.” 
“Just leave me alone, let me enjoy sleep while I still can.” said a lazy voice coming from the sheets on the bed. The lights in the room came on revealing a Pegasus filly with sky blue eyes along a silver coat and a dark blue pigtailed mane wearing a pink shirt and a yellow skirt standing by the door. “Besides Wind, it’s not even six o’ clock yet.”
“Zero, its six thirty, your gonna be late if you don’t hurry!” shouted Solar Wind. At that moment a gray stallion with yellow eyes and a black, back spiked mane emerged from the covers wearing nothing but red underwear.
“Oh no, why didn’t you say so sooner!” In a hurry, Zero ran to his closet and put on a black shirt and black pants and was about to fly out the window until he looked at the clock on the wall…….it was five fifty seven. Zero slowly turned around and walked towards his sister with an angry look on his face. “Not only did you make me think I was late.” said Zero in an angry tone. “But you woke me up EARLY!” 
Solar Wind began to giggle “Well that’s payback for putting a fake spider in my room.” Wind knew he enjoyed sleep more than anypony she knew, and taking away any amount of sleep from him was an easy way to get on his bad side.
Zero sighed “Ok I may have deserved that.” and with that the two walked out the room and headed toward the bathroom to freshen up then to the kitchen to greet their parents. As they entered their mother, White Star, a unicorn with long silver mane, a gray coat, and green eyes, was wearing a purple robe and making breakfast for the family. Their father, Sound Barrier, was a black coat Pegasus with short dark red hair, yellow eyes, and he was wearing a brown jacket and blue pants, was sitting down reading the newspaper.
“Well somepony’s up earlier than usual.” commented White Star.
“Don’t get used to it.” Zero stated while giving a cold stare to his sister. “Anyways I’m just gonna grab some food and go for a fly before I head to work.”
“Hold it.” said Sound Barrier. “Before you go I want to ask you something.”
“Ask away.”
“When are you going to become captain of the weather team?”
Zero frowned, he was hoping he asked something else; he was one the best flyers on the team and in Manehattan, he even knows the city from top to bottom, but leading was something he never felt comfortable with, that and he would have less free time than usual. “Why do you ask?”
“Well it has a better pay and since you’re a great flyer, I thought you would have gotten the job by now.”
“Yeah, I’m always telling my classmates how awesome you are and not to mess with me or you’ll come flying through the doors to teach them a lesson,” added Wind. 
Zero chucked, “Well I appreciate the concern but I’m just not ready for the responsibility just yet, anyways I gotta fly.” Zero opens the window and flies out the window in a blurring speed into the bright new morning.
“Does he ever use the door?” questioned Sound Barrier.
“Do you?” grumbled White Star.

Zero flies through the city with a sad look on his face, he looks at the city below hoping to see something new for once. It was the same thing every day, taxi’s speeding off to go who knows where, ponies rushing to work or school, crowded sidewalks, nothing really happens in this city, better yet, nothing ever happens in this city, it’s so casual and so boring. He sighed “At least there’s still hanging out with Thunderwing and the team.”
Zero arrived at the weather control building; it was a small building with a large cloud sign on top of it, usually nopony goes inside, the only reason anypony would was if they were applying for the job or they had a complaint involving the weather. Those on the weather team however come for attendance in the morning. The captain tells them what’s the weather plan for the day, they do the job, report back, and do whatever they please for the rest of the day. As Zero walked inside the building, the captain was just in the middle of attendance.
“Ah, Zero Gravity, there’s my number one worker.” exclaimed his boss with joy. The captain, Cosmic, was a dark green Pegasus with a purple neatly combed mane and teal eyes. He was wearing a blue vest with a tag that said ‘captain’ on it and brown pants.
“Am I late?” Zero asked with no concern in his voice.
“Nope, you’re just in time for my announcement.” Zero joined the crowd of his coworkers so Cosmic can finally begin.
“Alright everypony listen up, recently, Canterlot scientists have come up with a way for weather teams in large cities such as las Pegasus to communicate with each other since there was an accident in Fillydelphia and the Pegasi couldn’t contact one another.” He held up a small device in his hand “You will be using this earpiece to communicate with each other and myself, there are two channels on it, one channel is to talk to one another, the second is for me only. To use it, just hold the button on you hear to speak and let go to hear what the other person has to say, to switch channels, just simply press it twice. Everypony got that?”
“Yes Sir!” everypony said in unison. 
“Good, now for the weather plans for the day. Just clear the sky for the day, it’s going to be sunny for the next two days.”
Everypony cheered in excitement, they knew whenever it’s sunny for a couple days in a row it means they don’t have to come in for work until then. Once the crowd calmed down, Cosmic dismissed the group and everypony scattered outside.
“Hey Thunderwing lets hurry and bust some clouds so we can hang out.” Zero said with excitement. Thunderwing wore indigo coat and had a slightly messy teal banged mane that covered his right blue eye, he was wearing a steel colored button shirt and wore green pants.
“Sure, but don’t get us in trouble again alright? I’m still finding noodles in my hair since the last we hang out.” Thunderwing said with grief.
“Hey, that show we performed in that restaurant was fun and you know it.”
“We were banned for life!” exclaimed Thunderwing.
“Maybe we wouldn't have if you done a better job at being heroic.”
“You threw me off the stage!”
“Didn't you read the script?”
“THERE WAS NO SCRIPT!”
“Ok fine, it was improv, anyways we’re burning daylight, let’s go.” Zero then left the building at full speed and Thunderwing sighed and followed along.

Later on in the afternoon after clearing the sky, the pair of friends went to their usual hangout on the Celestial Star Tower. It was the tallest building in the city and had a huge star on the top. They usually go there to enjoy the view of the city and get away from all the noise. 
“Clearing the sky was a piece of cake as usual.” bragged Zero as he bit his hayburger.
“Yeah, but I bet I busted more clouds that you.” Thunderwing boasted with a smile.
“Oh yeah, how many?”
“33.”
Zero smirked “I got 48.”
“No way, your lying.”
“Really, where’s you proof then?”
“Whatever, I stopped caring.”
Zero gave a victorious laugh. “Aww, is someone mad?”
“Shut up and eat your burger. I’m still pissed at you throwing me off stage.”
“I said sorry, things were getting boring and I went with it.”
Thunderwing laughed “Ok I forgive you, it was actually funny. The crowds’ faces were priceless when you threw me.”
After Zero joined in on the laughter, they continue eating their lunch as they watch the sunset quietly.
“Hey, Zero?” Thunderwing said breaking the silence.
“Yeah, whats up?”
“Why did you turn down the chance of being captain?”
There was long pause before Zero finally replied.
“I don’t like being responsible.” said Zero with sadness in his voice.
“But that makes no sense; you’ve always wanted to be a dad. If that’s what you want you got be responsible to show you can be just that. Cosmic is going to retire soon and you got to take charge dude.”
Zero sigh “OK, the real reason I don’t want the job is because I don’t want moments like these to go away.”
“What do you mean?”
“Us hanging out, doing stupid things together, laughing the day away, stuff like that. If I take the job I’ll be too busy to hang out with you. I already know things can’t stay the same, but this city begs to differ, I get up, eat, work, hang out with you or one of the others, go home, laugh with my family about something at dinner, go to bed, and wake up and do it all over again. I want to leave this city and live in Cloudsdale or Ponyville or anywhere interesting, but I don’t want leave what I have behind.”
There was silence in the air for a brief moment, Then Thunderwing spoke up.
“A Pegasus is meant to fly Zero.”
“Huh?”
“Me and your family are like chains holding you down to the ground, you don’t want to add more chains but you don’t want to unlock the ones that are already on you. You need to unlock them Zero, or you’ll never see the world as what it is.”
Zero sat there stunned at what his friend said.
“And dude, don’t worry,” Thunderwing rested his hand on Zero’s shoulder. "Your wings with get tired, and you’ll come back down.”
Zero smiled, “Thanks dude, I needed that, even though I’m usually the wise one helping you out.”
“Oh quit putting yourself so high on the pedestal,” Said Thunderwing after playfully punching his friends’ shoulder. “And I’m just quoting what my dad said to my cousin Thunderlane when he was afraid of moving out.”
The two sat quietly for a moment.
“He was an awesome stallion.” Zero whispered sadly.
“And a wise one too.” added Thunderwing with the same sadness and a tear falling down his cheek. The sun finally went down and it became dusk.

“Hey I’m back.” Said the gray Pegasus as he flew in the apartment window 
“Oh hey.” Said Sound Barrier after he finished chewing his food.
“How was work?” asked White Star as she finishes serving out food for Zero, it was a cherry pie with apple cider. 
“The usual. I’m sleeping in tomorrow by the way.”
“Sunny day?” his parents said in unison.
“Yup.” Zero conformed as he prepares to eat his meal “By the way where’s Wind?”
“She’s finishing up a school project with a friend; she should be back any minute.”
Zero made a devilish grin on his face and rushed to his room and grabbed a rubber snake from under his bed and ran to his sisters’ room and placed it in her drawer. Then he came back to the table and started eating.
“What did you put in her room this time?” said Sound Barrier
“Snake in her drawer.”
“Nice.” He then gave his son a fist pump and continued eating.
“You know sometimes I wish you would bond with your sister the normal way instead of pulling pranks on one another.” Said White Star
“Well being normal is boring.”
After dinner Zero went to his to put his clothes away and then laid on his bed to drift off into sleep……that is until he heard the front door of the apartment open.
“I’m home.” Solar Wind stated as she walked in the apartment.
Zero smiled as covered his ears before counting down. 
“Three.”
“Two.”
“One.”
A piercing scream echoed throughout the whole building that made Zero laughed hysterically.
“Revenge is sweet.” Zero yawned as he fell asleep.

Meanwhile on the outskirts of Manehattan, two ponies were dressed in black and wore sunglasses, both had jet black manes, but one was a unicorn and the other an earth pony. The earth pony wore a brown coat while his unicorn companion had a lime coat.
“Damn it where haven’t we checked!” The earth pony shouted with anger.
“Calm down, witness reports say they were going east, that means the cities we need to check are Baltimare, Manehattan, and Fillydelphia.” Stated the unicorn
“Where should we check first?” 
“Fillydelphia, its heavy populated by Pegasi so she might have went there. If we don’t find her, Manehattan is next. We will search every inch of Equestria until we find them.” And with that the two stallions headed towards their destination for their targets.
Next time: Newcomer
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		Newcomer 



	Zero was quietly mumbling to himself in his sleep, he couldn't find a better way to spend his morning than sleeping in knowing he didn't have work, but he locked his door last night making sure his sister doesn't try any pranks while he’s sleeping. Even though she had school, it didn't stop her from setting up traps before she leaves.
White Star went to her book club and Sound Barrier went to the court house for the day. Being a defense attorney he had to be at the court house around ten in the morning and trials usually last around three or four in the afternoon, so Zero had most of the day to himself.
“Just who in the hell do you think I am?” he mumbled quietly as he made a few jabs in the air.
“Please, save us Mr. Gravity,” he said while trying to do an impression of a mare in distress.
“Don’t worry pretty mares, I’ll-“
“Zero Gravity, can you hear me?”  Said a voice from his ear piece, causing Zero to roll out of his bed in shock and land face first on the floor, moaning in pain. 
“Maybe I should’ve taken it out while I was sleeping,” he grunted while getting up off the floor and pressing the button on his ear piece to respond, “What it is Cosmic, it’s our day off, I was dreaming about kicking flank and saving mares,”
“You can dream all you want later, I need you do a quick job only you can do,” Cosmic ordered. 
“Get somepony else to do it, I have a date with my pillow.” He yawned as he started clawing back on his bed. He never did like doing something as soon as he woke up, or being woken up to begin with. He didn’t even care what the job was, and even if he did, why did he have to waste his morning do it.
“It involves a new recruit”
Hearing those words Zero leaped out of his bed and ran to his closet and grabbed some clothes before jumping out of his window and flying to his usual work place. Meeting a new recruit to Zero meant a new friend, and a new friend could be a potential rival, and having a rival meant competitions, and he LOVED competitions. 

Upon arrival, he burst through the door, ran up to his boss with his face beaming with excitement and started bombarding him with questions. 
“How fast is he, what’s his name, is he tough, how high can he fly, is he cooler than me?” Zero asked uncontrollably before stopping himself “wait, where is he?”
“She, is over there,” Cosmic pointed to the corner of the room revealing a brown hooded figure that was looking towards the ground, which made Zero slightly uncomfortable. 
“I need you to show her around the city so she can have a good layout of it,”
“How come I have to do this, why can’t Thunderwing or Raven do this?” questioned Zero.
“From what I hear, you know this city quite well, from the tallest skyscrapers to all carrotdog stands in the city,” Cosmic grinned.
Zero scratched his head “How did you-“
“Eagle eye told me,” Cosmic smirked.
Zero furrowed his brow and turned his head in frustration “he’s so dead when I find him” he whispered.
“Anyways, show her around, make her feel comfortable, don’t do anything stupid, got it?” 
“Got it,” Zero nodded.
“Good, now I have a day off to enjoy, maybe you should try it,” Zero pouted understanding the little joke Cosmic made he as left the building laughing. Zero turned around and started walking towards the newcomer, as he did so; he tried getting a better look at her. Her robe covered her body so he couldn't examine her features, but looking at her hind legs; he can tell her coat was gold. Stopping in front of her, he introduced himself.
“Hi, I’m Zero Gravity, what’s your name?” he smiled offering a handshake. The figure stepped back and didn’t respond, Zero then gave her a curious look. “Ok….well, welcome to Manehatten, are you ready for the grand tour of the city?” 
The figure nodded slightly, “Awesome!” Zero said happily, “Let’s get started,” Zero and the hooded mare started heading out the door towards the first destination.

Zero and the mare entered a giant park surrounded by trees, light posts, and a few ponds. They occasionally saw ponies sitting on benches, taking their dogs for a walk, or simply taking a stroll.
“This is Middle Park, normally ponies come here for the picnics, stroll, or events that happen once a year, but for me” Zero yawned and laid under a tree near a pond “I just lay here and take naps.”
The mare stood there quietly and observed her surroundings. It was a calm and peaceful place, Celestia’s sun was as bright as ever, the gentle breeze brushing the leaves, and the distant sounds of foals playing and running around.
“Beautiful isn’t it?” Zero asked with his eyes closed, but the mare remained silent, which caused him to sigh.
“Still no words huh, ok let’s go to the next spot.” Zero got up and ushered the mare to follow along.

Zero and the mare arrived by a railing near the ocean, Zero then pointed towards an island in the distance, upon the island was giant green figure. “And that is the Statue of Harmony,” it was a giant green sculpture of a mare raising a torch in one hand and holding a stone tablet in the other while wearing some sort of crown and robe.
“I know it’s not a lot to look at but this is one of our trademarks of Manehatten so it’s pretty important,” the mare suddenly noticed a ship passing by island and Zero picked up on her gaze. 
“Oh, that’s the ferry you take to get on the island,” he explained. ”You want to go on the ship to get a better look? We can’t fly there since it’s a No-fly zone around the island, some of Pegasi always try to sneak on the island frequently without paying “ But the mare shook her head,
“Oh, ok then, let’s head to the next spot; I know this one will make you jaw drop and finally say something.” Zero smiled confidently as he and the mare headed off back into the city.
While flying towards their next destination, Zero decided to make small talk along the way, he came to the conclusion that the mare wasn't comfortable around him since he was a stranger to her, so he thought this was the chance to get to know one another. 
“So anyways while we’re on the fly I want to tell you a little bit about myself,” Zero started, “I've been working this job for about half a year now so I can show you the ropes when we get back to work. Also I like racing others, sparing my friends, nature, sleeping, and pulling pranks. And I hate bullies with a burning passion, but enough about me, what about you?”
The mare remained silent once again causing Zero to frown, he’s not used to shy ponies and they usually open up around now, but he decided to leave it alone.

Zero asked the mare to cover her eyes when they got close to the destination, he rarely got a chance to show somepony new around, and when he did, the location they were headed was the one that always made their jaw drop, marking that an accomplishment for a semi-decent tour guide.
“Alright, open them,” when the mare did as she was told, she looked around to see dozen of monitors all around her, from the busy streets, to the busy sidewalks,  it was surprising that they even found space to move around
“Well, pretty sweet huh?” Zero bragged “ This is Longacre Square, it’s one of most busiest places in Equestria and an amazing sight, day and night, what do you think?” Zero looked at the mare with a confident smile, but it dropped when he noticed the mare didn't react at all, not even a little smile; in fact, it almost looked like she was…..trembling.
“Hey,” Zero tapped her on the shoulder only for her to flinch, “Do you want to leave,” the mare nodded immediately. Zero grabbed the mare's hand headed out of the area to a quieter street. 
Once they landed next to a hotel Zero released the mare’s hand and she leaned against the wall away from the windows and lowered her head, Zero rubbed his shoulder and turned his head. He tried to make the mare feel more comfortable than she was at the start of their tour, but he realized he only made it worse.
“Hey, I’m sorry about that,” Zero apologized; he should have figured she didn’t like crowds with her being quiet and all, so he decided to make it up to her. In the corner of his eye Zero noticed a carrot dog stand a little farther up the street. 
“Wait here, alright?” Zero told the mare, he went to the stand and paid for the food and came back with two carrot dogs. “Here, you must be hungry after all that running around.” The mare shook her to decline the offer, only for her stomach to growl,
“Looks like you stomach says otherwise” Zero laughed as he gave the mare a carrotdog, she then ate it in mere seconds, causing Zero to have a surprised look, then he gave an irritated one.
“Geez, I know your quiet, but you could at least say thank you” Zero said frustrated, this made the mare flinch a little, surprised at the kind stallions little outburst.  Zero noticed this and felt bad about it, he also notice the sun was starting to setting, which gave him an idea.
“Hey, if you want, I can take you to one more spot” Zero asked kindly, the mare looked a little hesitant “Don’t worry, it’s nice, quiet, and private.” The mare stepped back a few steps making Zero realized his misleading words.
“No, it’s not what you think, come on I’ll show you” Zero started flying towards his hangout, while the mare following along, and this time she was keeping her distance, not trusting his words.
“Here we are,” Zero confirmed, he was standing on the ledge and stretching out his and took a deep breathe. “Welcome to Celestial Star Tower. Well, the top of it anyways,” he chuckled. “Usually Pegasi aren’t allowed to go this high, but since you and I are part of the weather team, we’re allowed to since we have business up here.”  Zero turned to look at the mare, only to notice the mare’s mouth gapped open, Zero smiled and let out a confident laugh “HA, I knew you would like it” 
Suddenly the mare slowly took of her hoodie; reveal her scarlet mane and her violet eyes, Zero was surprised at this, but that’s not what grabbed his attention. He noticed something about her face…tears were rolling down her face, and there was a blank look on her face, as if she hadn't noticed her own tears, Zero gave her a tap on the shoulder.
“Hey, why are you crying?” the mare snapped back into reality and looked at Zero and noticed her hood was off, she put it back on quickly and started to fly away.
“Hey, wait a minute!” Zero flew after her and grabbed her arm, “Are you ok?” 
The mare smacked his hand away, “LEAVE ME ALONE, ITS NONE OF YOUR DAMN BUSINESS!” the mare's finally shouted. She flew into the city below, leaving Zero in the sky, taken back by the mare outburst. Confused, Zero decided it was best to head back home, wondering what just happen.
“So much for the grand tour…” he sighed 
Next time: Scars and Stitches 
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	It’s been 2 weeks since the so-called tour and Zero is still bothered by it. the mare still keeps to herself and anypony who approaches her has little to no conversation with her and she almost never talks back. All she does is come in, stands by herself in a corner until we get our assignment, clear or moves the clouds, and is the first to go home, she even rushes when we have to work late. But the most noteworthy thing about her is how she does her work. She was always pushing herself even when there’s little work to be done.
While Zero and Thunderwing were walking the streets of Manehattan after finishing work for the day, Zero was pondering to himself about the mare.
“Are you still thinking about her?” Thunderwing asked.
“She’s so…different” Zero sighed “I just don’t get her deal, we co-workers should stick together but she just does everything herself and talks to nopony, it’s weird.” 
“Or maybe she just wants to be alone did you ever think of that, back in school some mares were like that,” 
Zero crossed his arms and gave a small smirk at the nostalgia. “Ok I see your point, but they usually talk to me….when they’re being bullied.”
“Yeah except you can’t head-butt somepony and expect the problem to be solved,” Thunderwing gave a small chuckle recalling his friend's protective nature back in their school. Fighting bullies and making friends, although his parents didn't approve of fighting, the thought of protecting others keep their thoughts at bay.
“True, but If I just get an answer from her, I might give up on this,”
As Zero and Thunderwing were about to turn the corner at the end of the street, the same mare they were talking about was running down the street they were about to turn on, and the two friends caught notice of this.
“Hey, it’s her!” Zero shouted as he pointed in the direction she was heading.  Besides work, nopony sees where the mare goes, and Zero never liked being left in the dark, even if it wasn’t his business.
“Ok, we finally spotted her somewhere besides work” Thunderwing said sarcastically, “what about it?”
Zero looked at his friend with a smirk, “We follow her and see what she’s up to.” Before Zero could to do as he claimed, Thunderwing grabbed his shoulder.
“Dude, it’s called personal space and you need to respect that, plus that’s stalking.” 
Knocking his hand off his shoulder, Zero continued walking “I’ll respect it once I get some answers,”
Thunderwing sighed; knowing Zero he was going to get into a lot more trouble than it’s worth, he decided he can’t do this alone.
“Wait, I’ll come with you.”  Thunderwing offered. “But if we’re going to follow her, let’s use the rooftops.”
“And this is why your my best friend,” Zero smiled knowing his friend got his back as usual.

The two followed the mare as they did their little hobby of parkour across the buildings, at some points they had to fly to another building when she had to cross a street; eventually they both stopped and noticed the mare run into a large old looking building across the street.
“Hey, I recognize that building,” Zero noted, “That’s…..the old homeless shelter,”
Thunderwing gave a curious look, “you’ve been here before?”
“Hardly, my mom usually comes and volunteers to help when she has the time; I went with her at least twice,”
“So I guess she’s homeless, well there’s your answer Zero now let’s-“ 
Zero hoped off the building and fluttered to the shelter below, once he landed and grabbed the door handle Thunderwing stopped him once again.
“What are you doing?!” Thunderwing exclaimed.
“What does it look like, I gonna go talk to her,” Zero replied.
“But you got your answer, she’s homeless and obviously doesn’t want to talk about it now let’s go.”
“I want to see if she needs anything, like money or clothes, she always comes to work in that dirty robe, guess this explains it,”
As Zero and Thunderwing walked in they looked around at a sight they were expecting, several poor looking families eating small portions of food or drinking bottled water, they all had depressed looks in their eyes and wore dirty clothing, some were actually happy as they were playing with their foals, this made Zero slightly happy knowing people can smile, regardless of their situation.
“Any sign of her?” Thunderwing questioned.
“Not yet, let’s ask one of the workers” Zero noticed a familiar face handing out a blanket to a stallion, “Hey, Onyx!”
Onyx turned his head and smiled, he was a black earth pony stallion with blue mullet mane and black eyes, he was wearing a brown vest with a yellow shirt underneath and wore blue baggy pants.
“Hey, it’s White Star’s kid,” Onyx acknowledged. “what brings you here?”
“I’m looking for a mare, she’s-“
“Well now, it’s about time you started looking at girls, are her melons big?” Onyx gave a cheeky laugh and got a couple of glares from the mares around them.
Zero sighed and shook his head “You haven’t changed I see, but anyways she has a scarlet ponytail, violet eyes and a gold coat, I saw her run in here a minute ago, have you or anyone else seen her?”
Onyx stopped laughing and gave a serious look. “No,”
Thunderwing decided to speak up finally. “Are you sure, because I’m sure she-“
“Listen,” Onyx interrupted “I can’t just tell you that kind of stuff, and with winter starting, a lot of the ponies are gonna need our care to say warm, I think you two should leave,”
“But I just need to-“Zero started, only for Thunderwing to grab his arm and shook his head as a sign to give it up.
“Alright, we’ll leave,”
Zero and Thunderwing headed off to the exit and left the building, two minutes later, two ponies walked in dressed in black and wore sunglasses, both with jet black manes but one was a brown earth pony and the other was a lime unicorn, both of them were greeted by Onyx.
“C-can I help you?” questioned Onyx as he was slightly intimidated by the twos appearance.
“Hello good sir,” said the unicorn “My name is Keen Eye, and this is my partner, Sharp Tongue, we are social workers from Canterlot and we’re looking for this mare,” Keen Eye took out a picture of the mare in question, she was a gold coat Pegasus mare with a scarlet ponytail an violet eyes, Onyx recognize her as the same one Zero and Thunderwing were looking for.
“I’m sorry but I haven’t seen her,” Onyx replied calmly
“Hm, how about this filly?” Keen Eye took out another picture; this one had a filly with short bright red mane with a vermillion coat and blue eyes.
“N-no, listen we’re very busy and winter is coming in, I think you should lea-“
“Don’t worry, it won’t take long, we just want to take a look around to see if they’re snooping around,” Sharp tongue smiled, “plus we have search warrants, so we have a right to look,” , this caused Onyx to sweat nervously.
“Wait,” Ordered Keen Eye, “Look around you; certainly we can make things… interesting for everypony,”
This made Sharp Tongue smile even more “Your right, Alright you poor unfortunate souls, we’ll give anyone who can sniff out theses Rats a reward of three thousand bits. Winter is coming everypony, just think about all the delicious food you can eat or all the warm cozy clothes you can wear, but most important… think about the foals,”
Sharp tongue pretended to cry as he covered his face in shame while smiling underneath, the ponies around the room gave looks of anger, sadness, and hunger. Despite the stallion’s attitude he was right, they do need this.
“We’ll be staying at the hotel down the street from here,” Keen Eye explained. “we’ll wait at least a week, stay warm everypony…if you can.”
With that, Sharp Tongue left several pictures of the two girls on a nearby bed and walked out, once they were out of sight, Onyx went to the far back of the room where two hooded figures came out of a broom closet.
“Are they really gone?” said the taller figure.
Onyx nodded.
“Thank you,”
“I’ll do my best to keep you two safe,” said Onyx. “But I can’t say the same for everyone else,”
The figured took of her hood, revealing the scarlet mare with her sad expression “I understand…it’s the same everywhere I go anyways, the only question is how long until I get run out of town again,”
“Sis?” the small figure took of her hood, revealed her teary blue eyes and her red mane, “when will they stop looking for us,”
“Soon, Ember,” the scarlet mare replied as she forcing a smile while wiped the tears from Ember's eyes. “Why don’t we get some food okay?
“Ok!” Ember beamed as she ran towards the kitchen area; while the scarlet mare followed her, she was getting glares from everyone, this made her feel uncomfortable and she put her hood back on.
“When will this end?” she whispered to herself.

The next morning the scarlet mare woke up next to her sister, Ember, who was sleeping soundly, making the mare smile. She went to a nearby sink to wash up for the day, once she returned to her bed, she noticed Onyx walk in; he usually comes in early to watch Ember while she’s at work.
“Morning sleepy head,” Onyx greeted.
“Morning,” the mare yawned.
“Heading off to work huh?”
“Yeah, see you in a few, and don’t let Ember go outside today,”
“Gotcha,”
As she waved goodbye, she looked at the orange sky, it was tiring and welcoming, that Zero guy was right, it was beautiful. As she walked down the street she saw some ponies walking around and getting into taxes, she even saw a couple foals running out their apartment buildings with backpacks saying goodbye to their parents as they left for school. The mare smiled at this remembering when she left for school with Ember and gave her piggyback rides.
At least, she used to….
The mare snapped out of her nostalgia and continued walking to the weather control building.

After a peaceful morning walk, the mare finally made it to the building, she doesn’t mind her job, it was actually pretty nice, it was easy, the pay was good, and when it’s a sunny day she can spend time with Ember. If she’d stayed in this city she can make a decent living her….. But she knew it wasn’t possible.
“At least I can make the best of it,” she mumbled
The moment she walked in she was taken aback by a small bag that was being held in front of her face, the pony who was holding the bag was none other than Zero Gravity.
“Sorry, didn’t mean to surprise you, but I noticed you been working hard lately and I found out about your…situation, so I decided to help you out and give you a hundred bits as a start,” he said as he gave a goofy smile.
The mare furrowed her brow and smacked the bag away from his hand and started to walk to her usual corner until Zero grabbed her arm.
“HEY WHATS YOUR DEAL?!” Zero shouted, only for the mare to smack his hand away and shout back.
“MY DEAL IS NONE OF YOUR BUSINESS!”
“I WAS JUST TRYING TO BE NICE, MAYBE YOU SHOULD TRY!”
“I DON’T NEED YOU OR ANYPONYS DAMN PITY!”
“WHATS SO WRONG WITH SOMEPONY WORRYING ABOUT YOU!”
The mare was going to reply but she was taken aback by the Pegasus again, he said he was worried about her, but why?
“Whats going on here?” Cosmic asked as he and the other Pegasi walked over to the two.
“I offered her some money and she just smacks it out of my hand,” Zero explained.
“Blaze, is this true?” questioned Cosmic
Blaze then gave an upset look “Please don’t say my name, I don’t want other ponies to know me,”
“Blaze, you’re being suspicious, please just let me explain it to them,”
Blaze was going to continue to protest, but she realizing how pointless it was, she was going to leave in a matter of time anyways, so he might was well.
“Fine,” she huffed as she crossed her arms
“First off, her name is Blazing Glory, she prefers Blaze,” Cosmic noted “She…hasn’t had a good life lately, all she wants is to earn enough for a living, that’s why she works so hard, she’s got no family and she’s not very social so don’t except to become friends, she just wants to be alone and for you to respect that, now please, let’s get to work.” 
Everypony cleared out at the command, leaving Zero and Blaze in a defeated look.
“Hey,” Zero started, “I’m really sorry about the shouting and snooping and stuff,”
“Just….leave me alone, please,” Blaze replied as she started to walk away to her corner, only to glare back at the bag of bits she smacked and pick it up.

It started to rain that evening and Blaze was flying back at the shelter at full speed, she doesn’t like working late and leaving Ember by herself, even if Onyx looked after her, those Social workers might show up and take her, and she can’t let that happen….not again.
Upon arrival, she noticed the power went out and there were candles all over the place, she figured the lightning must of knocked out the power, making her way to her bed, she noticed that Ember had already fallen asleep, as she had already covered her body with the whole blanket,  but Blaze didn’t mind, she need it more anyways.  Resting her head on the bed she was about to pull the blanket off and give her sister a goodnight kiss as a sign that she had returned from work.
But once she did, she realized it wasn’t her beloved sister, but a large pillow, without given time to react, the scarlet mare was hit in the back of the head with a plank of wood and fell unconscious. Behind her was Keen Eye holding an unconscious Ember and Sharp Tongue holding the plank of wood.
“Finally, I didn’t think some poor old sap would rat her out so fast,” commented Sharp Tongue.
“Who cares, tie her up, gag her, and let’s go,” Replied Keen Eye. “Let’s leave now and catch the next train to Canterlot,”

Zero was flying home after setting up the thunderstorm for the evening. Rain was something he enjoyed; the sound of it hitting his window while he slept made it more peaceful in his opinion, but right now he was in a sour mood, he felt bad for Blaze, sure he felt bad for homeless ponies in general, but unlike most homeless ponies he’s met she was young and doesn’t have a family, so he plans on talking with her one last time and give her an offer she can’t refuse…maybe.
“OK, what should I say,” he thought out loud. “Hey, I know you want to be alone and don’t need my pity but I was wondering if, you want to…no that’s no good, YO, whats up, I wanted to know if you can use a friend and we can hang out, Zero Gravity style,” then he face palmed himself and sighed. “I’ll be lucky if she doesn’t shout in my face again."
Looking down he saw two figures walking out of the homeless shelter,  it looked like they were carrying something but he couldn’t make it out due to the heavy rain, until lightning struck and he briefly saw one figure carrying a filly and other figure carrying Blazing Glory.
“They look like they mean business, better get help,” normally he would notify the police, but police would take too long to show up due to the size of the city, and he can’t leave and go to the station or he’ll lose them, so he used his ear piece and hoped Cosmic can connect him to Thunderwing for help.
“Cosmic, I need you to connect me to Thunderwing; I need to tell him something important,”
“Alright fine, but don’t get used to these personal call,” replied Cosmic.
After a few seconds Zero heard what sounded like a tired Thunderwing answering his call “you wanted to tell me something important?”
“Dude, meet me by the shelter in the sky, and bring a hoodie,” Zero demanded.
“Are you trying to scare your sister with the fake breaking and entering prank again?” Thunderwing yawned.
“THIS IS SERIOUS, JUST GET OVER HERE!”
“OK, ok, I’ll be there but tell me what you’re up to first,”
“Alright, but this involves a plan that you need to go along with.”

Keen Eye and Sharp Tongue were closing in on the train station, the fact it was still open was a miracle, luckily nopony else were on the streets while they were carrying their “luggage” or it would raise a couple eyebrows. Unfortunately their thoughts we’re proven wrong when two hooded figures can out of a nearby alleyway and approached them.
“Hey, beat it,” barked Sharp Tongue, “we have business to attend to.”
“We don’t want much” said one of the figures. “We just want the mares,”
“Any particular reason why we should give them to you,” asked Keen Eye.
“Well you see, I’m a lonely stallion and that mare you got there has a nice….body, so we were wondering if you can let us… have our way with her, and you already helped with tying her up and gagging her so she can’t cry or scream.”
Sharp Tongue smiled. “I like your thinking kid, but what about the little filly,” 
“Oh, well my partner here likes them young and soft, after all, we want her first time to be…special,” the figure gave an eerie chuckle.
“And if we say no?” asked Keen Eye.
One of the figures pulled out a knife before responding “if you say no, things get ugly,”
Keen Eyes horn started to glow as a sign he was ready to fight, but Sharp Tongue in steeped in front of him and blocked his path.
“Oh come on, let them have their fun,” Sharp Tongue decided. “After all, this isn’t the first time we thought we had her and she got away, we’ll just say we found their bodies and it was already rotting by the time we found them it will save us them trouble,”
Keen Eye's horn dimmed, “Fine, but get rid of them for us would you,”
The figure smiled. “Gladly,”
Handing over the mares, the two business ponies watched the hooded figures disappear into the alley they came from before going inside the train station. Once they knew they were out of their sight, Zero and Thunderwing headed towards the nearest subway; once they were underground, they took off their hoodies and sat the mares down on the nearest.
“Alright, lets untie them before somepony suspects something,” said Zero as he took out his knife.
“Ok, who do you think were the ponies in black?” questioned Thunderwing.
“Don’t know or care, their gone and the girls are sa-“
Once Zero started to cut the rope on the mare, she suddenly broke free and grabbed Zero's arm threw him against a wall, she took the knife from him while he was moaning in pain and bucked Thunderwing between his hind legs, causing him to fall to his knees, she then pointed the knife to his neck and took the gag off her mouth.
“So you want to have you way with my sister you sick freak,” Blaze hissed.
“N-N-NO, we only did that so we can save you two, honest!” pleaded Thunderwing.
“Alright then, how do I know your telling the truth?”
Zero then got up and cracked his back to ease his pain. “First, why do it where ponies can see us instead of an alleyway, second, why would we untie you.”
Blaze didn’t move for a moment and thought about his theory, once everything checked out, she finally pulled the knife away from Thunderwing, “Alright, now it’s my turn to ask the questions, why did you save us?”
Zero tilted his head in confusion “well, you looked like you were in trouble,”
“Hmph, well…..thanks then, Ember, let’s go.”
Ember broke free from her ropes and ripped of her gag before hoping off the bench and following her sister out of the subway.
“W-wait!” shouted Thunderwing after recovering from his assault, “I want some answers from you, as well,” 
Blaze halted before walking up the stairs, “well you’re not getting any, Ember lets go,”
Before Blaze could continue, Ember grabbed her hand and pulled her back “Sis, these nice ponies are the first ones to actually saved us from the bad ones, don’t you think we owe them?”
“It’s ok,” Zero assured. “If you don’t want to talk about it, that’s fine,”
“No, she's right,” said Blaze calmly “I’ll cooperate, what do you want to know,”
“Actually, let’s go to my place,” Thunderwing offered. “So we can talk in private,”
They all nodded and let Thunderwing led the way.

Inside Thunderwing's apartment everyone was sitting at a table in the kitchen area, Zero and Thunderwing sat at one end of table while Blaze and Ember sat on the other.
“We don’t have to worry about waking anyone; my mom is doing an investigation out of town. But let’s not bother the neighbors,” Explained Thunderwing.
“Alright, let’s get to the point,” Began Zero, “Who are you really?"
“What do you mean?” Blaze said curiously.
“Ember called you ‘sis’ back in the subway and Cosmic said you had no family, so I concluded you must of lied about who you really are,”
Blaze gave a sad chuckle. “You’re pretty sharp,”
“Well when you have a dad as a defense attorney, he teaches you a couple things,”
“Well, my name really is Blazing Glory and you guessed right, this is my sister, Ember, but the story isn’t a complete lie, it’s just…incomplete,” 
“What do you mean?” questioned Thunderwing.
“Me and Ember have living like this for about five years now; we've been all over Equestria constantly running from…them,” she trailed off.
“Those…Business ponies?”
“The social workers, yes, they been looking for me since I…left that place,”
“Is that place...” Thunderwing chimed in.
“The Guardian Angels orphanage in Canterlot, you’ve heard of it?” She questioned
“I’ve heard that it’s one of the well-reviewed orphanages in Equestria, but I’ve heard fillies are always trying to running away from that place,”
“BULLSHIT,” Blaze shouted as she got up from her chair, “THAT PLACE IS LIKE ANOTHER TARTARUS , ALL OF US JUST WANTED TO FIND HAPPINESS AND BE ADOPTED, BUT ALL THOSE DAMN WORKERS FEED US TWICE A WEEK AND ABUSE US FOR FUN, JUST LOOK AT WHAT THEY DID TO MY SISTER!
Ember lifted up her robe to show two stitches on the lower part of her stomach and bruises on her ribs, causing Thunderwing's and Zero's mouth to gap open.
“How can they hide this from everypony, especially the Princess?” Thunderwing exclaimed.
“Unicorns run the place, so whenever somepony stops by they lock us in a soundproof basement and cast an Illusion spell to make it look like it’s a sanctuary, So the first chance I got, I grabbed what I can and ran away, I kept watching how most of the others made an attempt to escape and took note of it. Ember and I are the only ones to make it this far,”
“And they never stopped looking for you did they,” Thunderwing said.
“I’m old enough to have a job so they’re only after Ember now and they’ll probably lock me up somewhere so I can’t tell anypony their secret. We’ve been hiding in town after town and city after city, and every time we think we’re safe, they find us and try to bring us back. Overtime, we learned to defend ourselves but they’re so damn persistent, I tried to ask for help but once they saw my sister, they would call somepony for help and cause too much attention and…you get the point,”
Thunderwing stood there with tears in his eyes thanks to Blaze’s story, But Zero was completely silence for the majority of the story, he sigh. “Guess that explains it huh,” 
“Yeah, it was nice to have somepony lend an ear, Anyways, thanks for the help but we’re gotta go,” she whimpered as she and Ember got up from their chair.
“Wait, where are you going?” Zero asked.
“Wherever the wind takes us I guess,” she answered as she grabbed the doorknob.
“Before that, I wanted to ask you something,”
“Alright last question, shoot,”
Zero took a deep breath “I was wondering if…I don’t know…..you wanted to stay with us, maybe.”
Blaze released the doorknob for a moment “I….can’t, they’ll find me again, plus you guys still live with your parents, if they see Ember they’ll-“
Zero grabbed both of Blazes shoulder and they looked her in the eye, “Blaze, don’t worry, me and Thunderwing will convince our families and explain the situation, I promise will keep you safe no matter what.”
Blaze started into his eyes for a moment and gave it some thought, she recalled Zero giving her those bits earlier and saving her from the social workers, nopony has been so kind to her before… at least, not without a reason, she had to ask.
“Why?” she began to cry. “Why would go so far to help somepony as helpless as us, why be so kind when you can just turn us in and keep your hands clean like everypony else I've met, why do any of this for us?”
Zero chuckled and gave a happy smile “Well I’d hate see somepony as lonely and sad as you without any friends, plus whats so wrong with having someone care about you,”
Blaze stopped crying as she was taken aback by Zero’s statement and then looked at Ember to see her face beaming with happiness, knowing for once in the past five years, they found a place to call home.
“So,” Zero continued “is it for here or to go?”
Blaze gave an honest laugh in what seemed like ages and replied “Here,”
“Thunderwing, you cool with this?”
Thunderwing finally stood up and gave sigh as he smiled “I don’t see why not.”
“I don’t think we have to ask your sister now, do we?” Zero said to Blaze, only for Zero to be assaulted with a hug by the filly in question. “I’ll take that as a yes, anyways lets crash here for the night since the storm isn't letting up,”
“Sweet, I haven’t had a sleepover in ages,” said Ember.
“Good idea, but hopefully my mom doesn’t come home, she’d kill us” said Thunderwing.
“Alright,” said Blaze
Thunderwing walked to his room and came back with three inflatable beds, once he finished blowing them up he gave everypony a pillow and blanket.
“Alright I’m going to bed, night” said Thunderwing as he closed the door to his room.
“Night,” everyone else responded as they laid down on their beds, as Zero was beginning to drift but felt something poke his side.
“Hey Zero,” said Blaze. 
“Yeah,” he yawned.
“Thank you for letting us stay here,”
“Don’t thanks us yet, we have a big day tomorrow,”
“What do you mean?” 
Zero gave a chuckle. “You’ll see, anyways good night,”
As Zero turned over and began snoring, Blaze was a little curious for what he had in store tomorrow, but decided to shrugged it off, she then look towards her sister to see she’s fast asleep, not only is she happy that the social worker think they’re dead and won’t hunt for her anymore, but her sister is finally safe and can finally escape the memories of that orphanage.... and hopefully forget the memories of the earlier days.
Next time: Dreams and Goals
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