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		A New Era Begins



Welcome to the world of Duel Monsters. It is an exciting game with players of every size, shape, and make. Competitors from around the globe strive to push their limits and rise through the ranks with varied strategies. As with every era, vie for their place in history.
Canterlot: Park, Midday…
Flash Sentry: 13 years old/Forward Base 10 years old)
Forward followed his older brother, Flash, as they entered the park. It had plenty of paths for riding, walking, or jogging. While that was cool, Forward was here for the large playground. The older brother smiled at his brother’s excitement.
Flash was no different in his height or weight from any other guy his age. He had yellow-orange skin, blue hair, and forest green eyes. His attire consisted of a black shirt with matching pants, and he had a black duel disk strapped to his arm.
Forward had a slightly darker skin tone than him and his eyes were a light purple; however, he had the same blue hair as his older brother. He wore a white shirt with golden trim, mathing shorts, and had a white duel disk strapped to his arm.
The pair soon made it to the playground, and Flash noted the younger boy was fit to burst. “Alright Forward, I’ll be near the benches if you need me. Have fun but remember father expects us home in two hours.”
“Right.” Forward nodded. “I promise I’ll be ready to leave.”
“Then, enjoy yourself.” After Forward ran off Flash received a call from Sunset. “Hey Sunset, what’s up?”
“Flash, I don’t know how to say this.” She sounded rather concerned, which was unlike her.
“Sunset’s usually more composed than this. Whatever she has to say must be bad.” Flash thought. “Sunset, whatever you must tell me, I can handle it. Especially if it comes from you. After all, even bad news is okay when it comes from your girl.”
“You can be sweat at times Flash.” Sunset took a deep breath. “I don’t know the whole story, but shortly after you left school, Twilight, Rarity, Fluttershy, Rainbow Dash, Applejack, and Pinkie Pie stormed off. I overheard they were angry with you and each other.”
“Angry with each other and me?” Flash was confused since everything seemed fine just early that day. “How angry are we talking? The usual anger that will blow over or something more?”
He didn’t want the group to fall apart. Part of it was the fact that they were his friends, some of the only ones he had, but another part was that the friendship they had with each other was something special. They were all different, yet those differences never seemed to divide them.
There were obviously arguments before this, but they always seemed to work it out. The fact that they could accept Flash at all meant something to him. Sure, people found it odd he was their friend, he was a guy, but he never cared what others thought anyway.
“I’ll tell you what I can, but I don’t know much…” Sunset began.
With Forward
Forward was running towards the playground when he heard what sounded like a screaming in the distance. He looked around only to notice no other children, nor the adults within eyesight, seemed to have heard it.
“Should I get Flash?” Forward looked at his brother only to see he was busy on his phone. “He seems busy, and since no one heard that scream, it’s up to me to help whoever’s in trouble.” He clenched his fist before taking off. “Sorry bro.”
Forward knew he would worry his brother by doing this, but father always said to help someone in need. Hopefully, Flash would understand. He rounded a thicket of trees and saw a soccer field that would normally be empty if it weren’t for the duelists on it.
There was a boy, roughly Flash’s age, standing over a defeated duelist. The guy Flash’s age had dark red skin, purple hair, and cyan eyes. His attire was a dark purple suit, and he bore an arrogant smile after grabbing his opponent’s deck.
“Well, I won our little duel, so I’ll be taking this as my prize.” The guy declared.
The boy flinched. “We didn’t agree on an ante duel.”
“No, we didn’t.” He stood and tucked the boy’s deck inside his suit pocket. “Out here, any duel with me is an ante duel. You lost, so your deck is mine.” He smirked. “If you want it back, and happen to have another deck, I’d be happy to wipe the floor with you again.”
The boy went silent, but he didn’t have to say anything more as Forward ran onto the scene. “Hey, you big bully! What you’re doing isn’t nice!” The young and older boy looked at him. “If this guy didn’t agree to an ante duel, you have no right to take his deck.”
“Oh man, just my luck.” The older boy sighed. “Look short stack, your words mean nothing to me because the only thing I respect is the duel. Unless you want to take me on, I suggest you buzz of.”
Forward looked at his deck before nodding. “You know what, a duel is what I want, and I’ll put my deck on the line. If I win, you give this guy back his deck. If you win, you can have my deck, deal?”
“Normally, I’m not about crushing a kid, but I’ve seen that look in your eyes on other duelist.” He shrugged. “Might as well get this out of the way.” The guy walked back. “Name’s Nathan Castor. Don’t bother telling me yours because I only care about those who make an impression.”
“I’ll just have to make an impression then.” Forward activated his duel disk, a golden energy blade appeared, before he looked back at the defeated duelist. “Get out of here, and I promise he’ll return that deck to you later.”
“You don’t have to do this.” The duelist stood. “His deck is unlike anything I’ve seen.”
“You’re wrong.” Forward turned back to his opponent who activated a purple duel disk with a green energy blade. “I can’t let him get away with this because no one in my family would. If you’re that concerned, get my brother. He’s at the benches and looks enough like me.”
The duelist looked from Forward to Nathan before running off.
“You’re having that guy bring your brother into this?” Nathan shook his head. “Just another duelist for me to beat, but let’s focus on you now.”
“Bring it on.” Forward grit his teeth. “I’m ready to take you down.”
Flash Industries: Magnus’ Office
A man with yellow-orange skin, red hair, and light blue eyes sat in his chair going through his deck. He wore a sleeveless crimson red shirt and matching pants while a gray trench coat was hung on the chair behind him. This was Flash Magnus.
The man finished his deck, put it together, and gently set it down before turning his chair around to face the large bay window which looked out at the city below. The sun was setting casting everything in a beautiful orange.
Magnus took a deep breath. “A day like this is serene.”
The door to his office opened and Magnus turned to see two men, who were related, had entered. The first, who was the oldest, was a rather skinny man with light gray skin, dark blue hair, and light blue eyes. His attire was a beige suit. This was Stygian.
The other man was a little more muscular with the same gray skin as his brother. His hair was black, and he had light green eyes. His attire consisted of a black suit with the jacket open and sunglasses around the collar. This was Shadow Lock.
“Magnus, we came as soon as we could.” Stygian stated, concerned. “What’s going on?”
“I thank you for coming my old friends.” He stood and threw his trench coat on. “I’m sorry to ask this of you two, but I’m about to undertake the duel of my life. While I think I’ll come back, I won’t leave my boys without someone should I fail.”
Both men were shocked as they now had a general idea what this was about, yet they hopped it wasn’t the case.
“Magnus, what are you talking about?” Shadow Lock asked.
Magnus walked up to them. “If something happens to me, do you think you two can look out for my kids?
“W-what…I mean, of course we would if something ever happened to you.” Shadow stated.
“Of course.” Stygian nodded before deciding to rip the bandage off. “This isn’t about who I think it is, right?”
“I have a lead on where The Cipher will be, so I’m going to stop.” Magnus declared. “Hopefully, beating him will bring back everyone he’s taken.” He closed his eyes. “Especially Somnambula.”
“Wait, you know where The Cipher will be?” Shadow asked. “Then, why are you going alone? We should tell the public and gather a team to take him down. You don’t have to risk yourself.”
“You know that won’t work because this guy isn’t your average duelist. He’s defeated so many, with such ease, that he may very well be on a higher level than I, The Phenomenon. If I fail, no one I brought with me could do this. I need to go alone.”
“Magnus…” Shadow clenched his fist because he knew his friend was right.
“Rockhoof, Mage Meadowbrook, Mistmane, Star Swirl, and my dear Somnambula.” Magnus shook his head. “Besides you Shadow Lock, they were the best duelists under me and some of the best friends a guy could ask for. With them gone, you’re the only true friends I have. Please, don’t come after me and look after my boys.”
“Begging doesn’t befit you.” Stygian sighed. “Alright, I promise we’ll look after them in the even anything happens, but you must promise us something. Promise you will give The Cipher everything you got.”
“I give every duel my best.” Magnus walked out the door. “See you two later.”
The door closed behind him, and Stygian frowned as he walked to the bay window. “Sorry old friend, but you simply won’t win.”
Shadow turned to the door with a concerned look. “Please, don’t let his duel disk turn up without him.”
Park: Soccer Field
“Let’s duel!”
(Forward 4000/Nathan 4000)
 
“Alright kid, you can pick who goes first because it doesn’t matter to me.” Nathan declared.
“I’ll go first!” Forward declared. “I’m starting with Hinotama which deals you 500 life points of damage.” Nathan was pelted by small balls of fire (Forward 4000/Nathan 3500).
“Seriously, you play Hinotama?” Nathan chuckled and shook his head. “What a pathetic card.” He wasn’t upset about losing some messily life points. “Got anything better?”
“I’ll show you better.” Forward declared firmly. “I activate Arduous Decision. Now I pick up the top two cards of my deck and have you pick one at random. If you select a monster, I can special summon it and add the other card to my hand. Any other card results in both going to the grave.” He drew and held the cards out. “Make your choice.”
“This ought to be good.” Nathan rolled his eyes. “I choose the card on the left.”
Forward smiled. “You chose Silver Fang(LV 3/1200/700).” A white wolf appeared on the field.
“Silver Fang?” Nathan chuckled. “You really don’t get how duel monsters is played these days, do you?”
“I know more than you think.” Forward declared.
“That bar isn’t high, so it’s likely.” Nathan stated.
“Shut up!” Forward shouted angrily. “I activate the other card I was able to add to my hand Black Pendant, and I’ll equip it to Silver Fang(LV 3/1700/700 effect).” A black pendant appeared around the wolf giving him greater strength.
“Since Silver Fang was a special summon, I can still normal summon, so I’ll tribute my wolf to summon my ace. Reptilian and machine are one when it comes to Cyber Tech Aligator(LV 5/2500/1600).” A bipedal green alligator with cybernetic, red attachments appeared.
“That’s your ace?” Nathan shook his head. “That may have worked in the time of the first King of Games, but it’s worthless these days.”
“Keep talking, but my turn is still going.” Forward stated. “Since Black Pendant was attached to my monster when it was sent to the graveyard, you are dealt another 500 life points of damage.” Dark energy washed over Nathan (Forward 4000/Nathan 3000).
Nathan crossed his arms. “Are you done, or do you want to continue chipping away?”
Forward hated how this guy was talking down to him. Sure, there were many cards these days that could deal damage, but it was a feat to get someone’s life points down this much on the first turn. The least the guy could do was be a little impressed.
“I set one card ending my turn.” Forward declared. “Let’s see what you got.”
“I’m more than happy to show you how a real duelist takes a turn.” Nathan drew. “In fact, I’m a little miffed this is all just a waste of time, so I’m ending this farce.”
“You’re bluffing.” Forward declared with certainty. “You can’t end this in one turn.”
“I pity you kid.” Nathan shook his head. “You can’t see how outclassed you are.”
Bench Area
Flash was leaning against a tree, rubbing a hand over his face. “…Sunset, I’ll have to sort this out with the others tomorrow. Right now, I got to watch my little bro, and my father’s expecting us home soon.”
“I’ll try digging up information on what’s happened.” Sunset stated. “Come find me on the roof, during lunch tomorrow, and I should have something.”
Flash sighed in relief. “Thank you, Sunset.”
“No problem.” Sunset stated.
Flash hung up his phone only to see some guy running towards him. This wasn’t anything new, he was the son of The Phenomenon; however, the guy seemed rather panicked.
That raised some concern with “Whoa, are you okay?”
The duelist came to a stop before him. “Hey, you look like that kid back there, so he must be your little brother, right?” He sounded rather panicked to. “Your little brother is dueling some guy at the soccer field. He has a strong deck and took my deck without an ante rule.”
Flash immediately looked in the direction of the soccer field. “Thank you for telling me, but you should get home.” He ran off towards the field. “I’ll make sure you get your deck back.”
“Wait, that guy is really skilled!” The duelist called out.
Flash didn’t care how skilled this duelist was. If his little brother had even the slightest possibility of being in trouble, he would help him.
Soccer Field
Nathan continued his turn. “I summon Gladiator Beast Retiari(LV 3/1200/800).” A bipedal, green lizard man with a trident appeared. “Since I control a Gladiator Beast, I can special summon Test Tiger(LV 3/600/300).” A small tiger in battle armor appeared.
“Neither of those monsters can defeat my ace.” Forward declared.
“You poor child.” Nathan shook his head. “A duelist can do more than merely special summon. Observe as I activate Gladiator Rejection. Now, you can only target my beasts with card effects during the Battle Phase. That’s not all.
Once per turn, should a Gladiator Beast be special summoned from my main deck, I can special summon an additional Gladiator Beast of a different type from the monsters I currently control. On that note, I tribute Test Tiger to activate his effect.
I can target a Gladiator Beast on the field, shuffle it into my deck, and special summon another Gladiator Beast from my deck. I’ll target Retari returning it to the deck to special summon Gladiator Beast Murmillo(LV 3/800/400).” A blue merman with a turbine appeared.
“Since Murmillo was special summoned, I can special summon any Gladiator Beast, provided they are not a Fish like Murmillo, from my deck. Come to me Gladiator Beast Bestiari(LV 4/1500/800).” A green, bipedal birdman appeared.
“After using Test Tiger’s effect, Murmillo is treated as though it were special summoned through a Gladiator Beast’s effect allowing me the ability to blast a monster off the field. Say good-bye to your ace.”
Forward watched as Murmillo blasted his alligator to pieces with compressed water. “No way.”
“You are such a weakling.” Nathan snorted.
“You can call me a weakling all you want, but even with those monsters, you can’t end things this turn.” Forward retorted, now a little worried.
“I’m nowhere near done.” Nathan sighed. “Observe as two become one through fusion. The beast of the sea with the beast of the air forms a new beast. Appear beast who eradicates my foes defenses from above.
Contact Fusion Gladiator Beast Gyzarus(LV 6/2400/1500).”A heavily armored birdman descended on the battle field. “When he is special summoned, I can target up to two cards on the field and destroy them.”
“I would use the card I set, but his Rejection prevents me from targeting his monster.” Forward thought as he’d sent the face down Shrink to the grave.
 
“Now Gyzarus, attack my opponent with Feather Bombardment.” Gyzarus took to the skies and rained down feathers on Forward (Forward 1600/Nathan 3000). Before you speak, as this is the Battle Phase, I can now activate Gladiator Beast United. This lets me conduct a Fusion Summon using cards in my hand, grave, or on the field.”
“During the Battle Phase!” Forward stepped back, frightened of his opponent. “That means whatever you summon can immediately attack!”
“The card does restrict me from attacking with any monster that’s not a Gladiator Beast, but that is hardly a problem. I now combine Gladiator Beast Gyzarus on the field with Gladiator Beasts Octavius and Augustus from my hand.
Fusion of the air merge with your fellow brethren from my hand to bring about our ultimate evolution of ariel combat. Fusion Summon Gladiator Beast Nerokius(LV 8/2800/1900).” A huge, hulking multi-winged bipedal bat appeared. “This is the end!”
Forward stared up at the monster in shock. “He beat me in one turn.” He dropped what remained in his hand. “I never stood a chance.”
 
Flash rounded the trees and saw his brother was defenseless against a powerful looking Fusion.
“Nerokius, show this loser your Supersonic Screech!” Nathan declared.
Nerokius flew high into the air before bombarding Forward with sound (Forward 0/Nathan 3000). That got Flash moving as his brother collapsed to his hands and knees. Nathan approached the younger boy and managed to take his deck before stepping back to avoid Flash.
Flash stood protectively in front of his brother with a stern glare. “What are you doing to my little brother?”
“Ah, you’re his older brother.” Nathan stated. “Name’s Nathan Castor, and your brother challenged me to an ante duel. He lost, so I claimed my prize. End of story. Now, if you’d like to take the same shot, I’m always up for crushing weak duelists, but your deck goes on the line.”
Flash looked back at his devastated brother and noticed the tears forming in his eyes. “Forward, is what he says true?” He knelt beside him. “I heard the same story from the duelist who found me, but some part of me didn’t want to believe it. You put up your deck?”
“I’m sorry.” The tears flowed. “I was overconfident, and now I lost the deck mom helped me make before…before…” Forward clenched the grass. “I wish she were here.”
Flash took a deep breath before bringing his brother in for a hug. That deck was something Forward and mom made on a whim. It shouldn’t have meant more than a fun afternoon, but after she vanished, it took on a whole new meaning.
“Don’t worry because your big brother is here.” Flash stood and faced Nathan. “You want a duel? Let’s go. I’ll duel beat you twice and put my deck up each time. First win, you give my bro back his deck. The second will see you return that other kid’s deck.”
“You think those are the only decks under my belt.” While Nathan now felt a little bad for taking the kid’s deck, he’d won fair and square. “What kind of a duelist do you take me for?” He moved back the appropriate distance. “Including your brother’s, and excluding the one I use, I got 99.” 
Flash activated his duel disk, and a blue energy blade shot out. “I’ll duel as many times as it takes to reclaim every deck you got.”
Forward knew if anyone could beat this guy, it was his big brother. “Take him down bro.” He then stood and moved to the sidelines. “I’ll be here, cheering you on.”
Flash gave his brother a thumbs up while Nathan focused up on what his opponent had said prior “That’s assuming you can even win the first time.” he reactivated his energy blade. “Since your bro went first during our duel, I’ll go first this time.”
Flash nodded. “Fine by me.”
“Let’s Duel!”
(Flash 4000/Nathan 4000)
“I’ll start off with Gladiator Beast’s Respite to shuffle two Gladiator Beast from my hand back into my deck.” Nathan began. “Then, I get to draw three new cards.”
“Gladiator Beast?” Flash nodded. “I think I’ve heard about them. This is going to be tough, but I can’t give up just as the duel starts.”
Nathan continued. “Next, I’ll activate three copies of Gladiator Proving Ground allowing me to add three Gladiator Beast, level 4 or lower, from my deck to my hand. I’ll finish by setting one card. Your move”
“He didn’t even summon a monster like last time.” Forward commented.
“Yeah, what’s the deal with that?” Flash asked. “You corrected your hand only to summon nothing.”
“Oh, I didn’t need to summon anything.” Nathan shrugged. “You’ll see why if this turn goes as I assume. Go on, show me what you got. Hopefully, it’s better than a bunch of boring, normal monsters.”
“I’ll show you exactly what this deck is capable of, and what’s more, I don’t need some extra deck to make my deck shine.” Flash drew. “I’ll start by summoning Masked Dragon(LV 3/1400/1100).” A beige and red dragon appeared. “He will attack you directly.”
“At least it’s an effect monster.” Nathan smirked. “Since you’ve issued a direct attack, I can special summon Gladiator Beast Noxious(LV 5/0/1000) and I’ll do so in defense.” A bipedal, muscular leopard appeared.
“Now, your attack is redirected, and he can’t be destroyed by this battle.” Masked Dragon breathed a stream of fire, but Leopard held his ground blocking the attack with shadows from his claws, leaving things in a stalemate.
“Since that’s all you got for a Battle Phase, and Noxious battled, I can shuffle him back into my deck and switch him for any Gladiator Beast except himself. I choose Gladiator Beast Augustus(LV 8/2600/1000).” A bipedal birdman with bat wings and four arms appeared.
“Wait, for there is more. Since Augustus was special summoned by a Gladiator Beast, he can special summon a Gladiator Beast from my hand to the field in defense position, but that monster will shuffle back into my deck at the end of the turn he’s summoned.
I choose Gladiator Beast Tygerius(LV 4/1800/800).” An old, white leopard in dark purple armor knelt before Nathan. “When he is special summoned by a Gladiator Beast’s effect, I can discard a Gladiator Beast to add another from my deck to my hand.”
“I’m starting to sense a trend with your deck, but don’t think those effects scare me.” The opposite was true, but Flash wasn’t about to reveal that. “That said, there isn’t much more I can do, so I’ll set a card.”
“This guy, Nathan, has great defense.” Forward thought. “I barely scratched the surface of his power in our duel.”
“With the end of your turn, Tygerius is shuffled into my deck.” Nathan did just that. “Now, my move.” He drew. “I activate Gladiator Beast’s Comeback allowing me to special summon a Gladiator Beast from my hand or grave.
I’ll choose Gladiator Beast Andal(LV 4/1900/1500) from my hand.” A bipedal, black bear appeared. “I’ll then normal summon Gladiator Beast Murmillo(LV 3/800/400).” A blue merman with a turbine appeared.
“He just got three monsters like it was nothing.” Forward declared shocked.
Nathan looked at him. “Your brother isn’t well educated in dueling, huh?”
Forward hung his head.
“Lay off.” Flash declared protectively. “He hasn’t been dueling long.”
“Whatever.” Nathan shook his head. “It’s time for the ultimate form of fusion summoning. One without the use of spells. The air, sea, and land come together creating a beast of true might and great power.
Come to me great dino of the Gladiator Beast. Contact Fusion Gladiator Beast Andabata(LV 8/1000/2800).” A bipedal dino in dark blue and red armor appeared, wielding a sword and shield, ready for battle.
“A level 8 fusion with only 1000 ATK?” Flash questioned. “It may have a high defense, but I’m not buying that as the selling point.”
“You’re right on the money.” Nathan declared. “As I said, this monster doesn’t come alone. When he is Contact Fused, I can special summon a level 7 or lower Gladiator Beast Fusion Monster from my extra deck.
Join you’re companion dinosaur of superior damage and great stature.” Andabata tore open a wormhole next to him. “Come forth Gladiator Beast Gaiodiaz(LV 7/2600/1500).” A hulking, dino with a battle axe stepped through the wormhole before it closed.
“Two fusion monsters in one turn!” Forward thought. “Flash is good, but can he really deal with this without an extra deck?”
“Even to someone like you, I’ll admit that’s impressive.” Flash stated. “That said, I’m not going to turn tail and run.”
“At least you have bravery.” Nathan stated. “Let’s see if you feel that way in a moment. I activate my face down Defensive Tactics. For the rest of this turn, Gladiator Beast I control can’t be destroy by battle and any damage I take is reduced to 0. This trap is also put in the bottom of my deck rather than my grave.”
“With ample opportunities to shuffle, you have a good shot at seeing it again.” Flash stated. “What’s more, you activated that card with a clear advantage leading me to believe your fusions have abilities like your main deck monsters, meaning you want them to attack and stay on field.”
“Very good.” Nathan nodded. “You may be a weak duelist, but at least you got a brain. Now, let’s get down to business. I’ll attack with Andabata.” Andabata clashed with Masked dragon, but the dragon repelled the attack. “Gaiodiaz will destroy Masked Dragon with Bestial Charge.” The hulking dino ran at Masked Dragon, slamming into it (Flash 2800/Nathan 4000).”
“It’s alright Flash.” Forward called out. “You can recover from this.”
“You bet I can because my Masked Dragon has an ability all his own.” Flash declared. “You’re not the only one who can special summon from the deck.”
“Just a moment, for my fusion has the added effect of dealing you damage equal to the DEF of the monster he destroys.” Nathan declared. “Gaiodiaz, show my opponent your Defensive Chop!” Gaiodiaz ran forward and chopped into Flash’s gut (Flash 1700/Nathan 4000).”
“This guy is unreal.” Flash was legitimately sweating. “When Masked Dragon is destroyed, I can special summon a dragon from my deck with 1500 or less ATK. Come, Armed Dragon Thunder LV 3(LV 3/1200/900).” An orange dragon with lighting fists appeared.
“You know, credit where credit is due.”  Nathan stated. “You two are pathetic, but your bravery is to be applauded. Now, time to put my Gladiator Beast back in the Extra Deck. With each one, I can special summon two Gladiator Beast from my deck, four monsters total.”
“Since they’ll be summoned by the effect of a Gladiator Beast, that’s four affects you can activate.” Flash stated with wide eyes.
“Exactly.” Nathan smirked. “The first is Gladiator Beast Bestiari(LV 4/1500/800).” A green, bipedal birdman appeared. “His effect allows me to destroy that face down of yours. “Second, Gladiator Beast Murmillo(LV 3/800/400).” 
A blue merman with a turbine appeared. “Murmillo will blast your LV 3 Armed Dragon off the field, leaving you defenseless. Third, Gladiator Beast Hoplomus(LV 4/700/2400 effect) in defense mode.” A bipedal rhino in bulky, tan armor appeared.
“Since he was summoned through the effect of a Gladiator Beast, his DEF becomes 2400. Finally, Gladiator Beast Vespasius(LV 7/2300/0).” A bipedal, blue serpent in armor and with a golden sword appeared.
“I really was out of my league.” Forward realized.
 
“Just how strong is this guy?” Flash thought. “Could he give father a run for his money?”
“If you think this is the end, you are mistaken.” Nathan declared. “I merge the two of the sea with the one of the sky to bring about the ultimate Gladiator Beast. Come to the field sea serpent of overwhelming power. Contact Fusion Gladiator Beast Domitianus(LV 10/3500/1200).”
A whirlpool of water appeared on Nathan’s field before a colossal, bipedal serpent, with a trident and armor, appeared. Flash stepped back in shock while Forward was frozen upon seeing this monster.
“That monster is stronger than any of my LV 10 Armed Dragons, and I have nothing left on my field.” Flash shook his head and clenched his fist. “No, I can’t give up. My dragons may not be as strong, but their effects will see me through.”
“With that, I end my turn.” Nathan stared at Flash. “Make your move, but you won’t overcome my behemoth.”
“I have four cards in my hand, but nothing can grant me access to Armed Dragon Thunder LV 10.” Flash looked at his deck. “With one draw, I can change that.” He put his hand on his deck. “We’ll see.” He drew and smiled at what he got. “Perfect.”
“Oh, did you get what you need?” Nathan asked.
“I got exactly what I need.” Flash looked at his opponent. “Now, I’m putting it all on the line! I activate Star Blast. By decreasing my life point in increments of 500, I can decrease the level of a monster in my hand or on the field by 1 for every 500 life points paid.
I’ll pay 1500 life points (Flash 200/Nathan 4000) to decrease the level of Armed Dragon Thunder LV 7(LV 4/2800/1000) by 3 allowing me to normal summon him without tribute or his effect.” A huge, red dragon with silver accents and lighting around its wings appeared.
“Brother’s going for one of his best monsters. With him he has a chance.” This brought Forward back to the duel as he smiled. “Go for it, Flash! Show him the strength of your deck!”
“Interesting, but I hope this isn’t all you got.” Nathan stated, uninterested.
“It’s not because I can take it one step further.” Flash declared. “I send the Armed Dragon on the field to the grave along with one card from my hand to summon a dragon of the highest level. The dragon who reigns over thunder and lighting.
Powerhouse of the Levels, heed my call in my time of need and descen. I special summon Armed Dragon LV 10(LV 10/3000/2000).” A colossal dragon, near enough to match Domitianus, appeared before roaring.
“You aren’t your average duelist, but you haven’t dealt any damage.” Nathan shrugged. “To top that off, your overgrown lizard is about to be destroyed which will waste all your hard work.”
“We’ll see.” Flash declared. “Because my dragon hit the field through his effect, he garners effects based on how much ATK he has upon hitting the field, but the most important one is the ability to discard a card and destroy a monster you control. Your serpent is out of here.”
“Go for it, big brother!” Forward cheered.
“Just like that, you’ve lost.” Nathan smirked. “Once per turn, my sea serpent can negate the activated effects of a monster and destroy it. Domitianus, Negation Surge!”
Domitianus thrust his trident forward, launching a stream of water which tore through the lighting imbued blades Armed Dragon shot out. The attack continued and tore through Armed Dragon like it was nothing, destroying him. Flash and Forward were shocked.
Flash looked at the ground. “I…end my turn.”
There was nothing he could do since he already used his normal summon, and his hand was left with nothing but monsters. He was beaten.
“Flash lost to this guy. Not only did he lose, but it wasn’t even close.” Forward was stunned. “I knew he wasn’t the best, but I thought he stood a chance. Now, our decks are lost. Does this mean everything I’ve learned about dueling is incorrect?”
“With that, we have reached our end.” Nathan drew. “Domitianus, Trident Devastation!”
Domitianus threw his trident at Flash (Flash 0/Nathan 4000). The Armed Dragon user collapsed to his hands and knees as the massive fusion faded.
Nathan approached and held out his hand. “I’ll be taking that deck of yours now.”
Flash was a duelist of his word, so he took his deck before passing it to his opponent. Nathan tucked the deck away and walked off without a word.
“Perhaps those two have some level of potential.” Nathan thought as he walked on without looking back. “If they overcome this crushing defeat, I wouldn’t mind handing them another at a later date.”
 
Flash stayed on his hands and knees while Forward was trying to make heads or tails of what he was supposed to learn. One thing was for sure, he was seriously reconsidering all he’s learned about this game. Especially if that was the strength you could gain from a different path.
Near the Park: On a Hill
A gray skinned man with a full mane of black hair and red eyes had stood on this hill, observing both duels. The man wore a long-sleeved black shirt underneath a red sweater vest, black pants, and matching loafers. A ring with the symbol of the millennium eye rested on his finger.
With the duels finished, he got in the car before drove away. “I was scouting you, Nathan Castor. While I did see you, I was fortunate enough to scout the sons of The Phenomenon. Flash is a little too strong minded, but his younger brother is a different story.”
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Canterlot: Apartment, Night…
After Nathan crushed them, Flash and Forward were melancholic as they made their way home. Granted, Flash wasn’t usually the talkative one when they were together, but he was typically happy to spend time with his little brother. He loved how excitable Forward could be.
Now, his brother’s cheery disposition seemed to have been ripped away. Sure, Flash put time into that Armed Dragon deck, but it was nowhere near as meaningful as those normal monsters had been to Forward. The pair entered a typical apartment, nothing fancy or lavishly decorated.
That’s because, despite their father’s occupation, both parents decided they wanted their boys to grow up with as normal a life as possible. Maybe it’s because they never experienced much outside of this, but Flash and Forward didn’t long for more.
They were content, until the day their mother vanished. Even then, Magnus had tried to be there for them. Flash opened the door, and Forward went straight to his room where he closed himself in for the night. He hadn’t even noticed Shadow Lock sitting on the couch instead of their father.
Flash sighed and rubbed his head before addressing the man. “Hey Uncle Shadow. I didn’t realize you would be in town. How are you?”
Shadow noticed how down one of his surrogate nephews seemed, so he shut off the movie he was watching. “I’m fine bud, but the same doesn’t seem to be the case for you and Forward. Did something happen between you two?”
“It’s a long story.” Flash stated.
“Considering Stygian is the main guy in charge of creating duel monster cards, I always got time for my favorite nephews.” He patted the seat next to him. “Why don’t you have a seat, I’ll grab us a couple of sodas, and you can tell me about it.”
Flash managed a smile. While Magnus was there for his sons as often as possible, there were times he was busy working on the next technological advancement in dueling. Like duel disk, new duel runners, and the ARC system.
“A soda sounds nice right about now.” Flash nodded. “Can I have my favorite?”
“One cream soda coming up.” Shadow stood with a smile. 
Shadow walked into the kitchen and Flash had a seat. After today’s loss, it felt good to just sit back and relax. With Shadow in the kitchen, Flash had to wonder where his father was. He was the one who told them to be back around this time, but maybe an emergency had come up.
Docks
Magnus walked onto the docks, with his hands in his trench coat, as the moon steadily rose in the cloudless sky. Currently, all operations had ceased for a time as workers were busy preparing for the coming winter.  Magnus walked on confidently since he knew why he was here.
He would find Cipher and duel him with every ounce of skill he had. The Phenomenon soon came to a stop as a light on a nearby ship turned on before shining down on him. He turned and did his best to cover his eyes allowing him to see the outline of a figure perched on the railing.
“You’ve come just as I anticipated Phenomenon!” The figure declared with a distorted voice, most likely from some type of voice modulator. “With your defeat, my existence will be cemented!”
The figure jumped down from the railing. He landed before Magnus at just the right distance for a duel. The Cipher had glowing, light blue skin, crimson red hair, and filled, galaxy eyes. He was the personification of Galaxy-Eyes Cipher Dragon.
He wore a golden colored face mask which only covered the bottom half of his face. His attire consisted of a long sleeved, light blue with gold trim shirt, matching pants, and combat boots. On his arm he had a galaxy blue duel disk with a red energy blade already out for the duel.
“You talk about cementing your existence, but all you’ve done is rip away loved ones from their friends and families. You talk about advancing duel monsters, but all you are is a criminal. As the strongest duelist, I will stop you.” Magnus declared.
“Do you know how many duelists have said that to me?” The Cipher shook his head, “Honestly, this isn’t about numbers as it’s too many to count. I will say that my favorite was Somnambula. She went on and on about how she’d stop me to protect you and your kids.”
If Cipher wanted to upset Magnus, it wouldn’t work. Don’t get him wrong because The Phenomenon was beyond enraged. This guy had taken his wife and most of his dear friends, but he was not going to underestimate his opponent. He would conduct himself with a level head.
The Cipher continued. “She loved you three above all else, and despite what you may think of me, I am not without a heart. That is why, when confronted by you now, I will tell you her final words.”
“What were they?” Magnus calmly asked.
“She said, ‘Flash Magnus, thank you for everything. I love you and our children. I’m sorry I couldn’t be stronger’. Those were her last words before I sent her away from this world.” The Cipher stated.
“Somnambula…You couldn’t beat him, but you were always strong enough for me.” Magnus stared his opponent down. “If you’re looking for gratitude, you won’t get it. Those words wouldn’t have been needed if you weren’t here.”
“I was not looking for gratitude.” The Cipher nodded. “Now, let us commence our duel.”
Magnus activated his duel disk, causing a gray energy blade to appear. “I can agree to that.”
A powerful wind blew through the docks as these goliaths drew their starting hands.
“Let’s Duel!”
(Magnus 4000/Cipher 4000)
“I’m taking command.” Magnus declared.
Cipher shrugged. “I let my opponents decide turn order anyways.”
“Since I control no monsters, I can special summon Photon Thrasher(LV 4/2100/0).” A metal warrior with photon blue energy inside appeared. I’ll then normal summon Goblindbergh(LV 4/1400/0).” A goblin in a red airplane took the field while hauling a large, metal box.
“When he comes to the field, I can special summon any level 4 or lower monster from my hand. All it’ll cost me is my goblin going into defense mode, so I special summon Heroic Challenger-Extra Sword(LV 4/1000/1000).”
A man in silver and dark green armor appeared wielding two blades. “I then activate Inferno Reckless Summon. When a monster with 1500 or less attack is special summoned, I can special summon as many copies of that monster from my deck, hand, and/or grave as possible.
On top of that, you’d be able to target a monster you control and do the same; however, you don’t have a monster to target. I’m bringing two more Heroic Challenger-Extra Sword(LV 4/1000/1000) from my deck to the field.”
“A field of five monsters summoned with relative ease.” The Cipher nodded. “I’d expect nothing less of The Phenomenon.”
“I figured he’d be aware of my deck, but others have studied it only to come up short.” Magnus continued. “I overlay my five warriors. Heroic Champion comprised of five come to my aid. Xyz Summon Number 86: Heroic Champion – Rhongomyniad(R 4/O 5/6000/3000 effects).”
A warrior decked out in white with golden trim armor appeared wielding a golden sphere. “First, Number 86 gains 1000 ATK from each Extra Sword since they were used in his summon. He also gains effects based on the number of overly units he has, and five is the max.
That said, one will be detached during each of your end phases. With all five units, he can’t be destroyed by battle, is unaffected by other card effects, gains 1500 ATK/DEF, you can’t normal or special summon monsters, and I can destroy all cards on your field.”
“I can see why you’re one of the best.” Cipher calmly stated.
Magnus continued. “Now, my hand feels empty, so I think I’ll refill it with Overlay Reward. This spell allows me to target an XYZ monster I control and draw cards equal to the number of overlay units it has. Number 86 has five, so I draw five. I’ll finish with two set cards.”
“Even a card to refresh your hand which works in sync with a card such as Number 86. Masterfully done.” Cipher drew. “Considering there isn’t much I can do; I will set one card and end my turn. This means your monster losses an overlay unit.”
Number 86: Heroic Champion – Rhongomyniad(R 4/O 4/6000/3000 effects)
“His deck has cards that can sway the battle even with the suppression I’ve leveled against him, so as much as I’d like to go all out, that face down could spell trouble. I’ll just have to stick with Number 86 until I can draw something.” Magnus drew. “Number 86 will attack you directly.”
“I activate my face down Prevent Draw.” The Cipher countered. “Your monster may be unaffected, but this card doesn’t affect him in any way. If I am to take damage, said damage is reduced to 0, and I draw a card.”
“I end my turn.” Magnus stated.
“I draw.” Cipher stated. “I’ll activate Trade-In. Now, I discard a Level 8 monster to draw two cards. I’ll then set two cards to end my turn.”
Number 86: Heroic Champion – Rhongomyniad(R 4/O 3/6000/3000 effects)
Magnus drew causing Cipher to speak up. “Since it is your turn, and the restriction on my summoning is gone, I activate my face down Quick-Play Galaxy Rebirth. This spell revives the Galaxy-Eyes Photon Dragon(LV 8/1500/2500 effect) I sent to the GY for Trade-In.”
The galaxy blue dragon appeared. “Rebirth then equips itself to the monster it brings back until the end of the turn. At the end of the turn, it will destroy the monster if it has not inflicted battle damage. On top of that, the selected monster has its ATK cut in half. What will you do now?”
“If I attack, he’ll activate the effect severing the link to the spell. That means, his dragon wouldn’t be destroyed, and it’ll come back at full strength.” Magnus sighed. “I end my turn.”
“Galaxy-Eyes is destroyed.” Cipher drew. “Now, it’s time for some real summoning. I normal summon Cipher Sage(LV 4/1200/1000).” A tall man in cipher blue attire appeared. “Since I control a Cipher monster, I can special summon Cipher Wing(LV 4/1400/1200) from my hand.”
A green machine ball, with wings, appeared. “I construct the overlay network with my level 4 monsters. Dragon who protects the strong descend. I Xyz summon Starliege Photon Blast Dragon(R 4/O 2/1800/2500).” A light blue and white dragon appeared.
“I don’t recognize that monster as one he’s used before.” Magnus thought.
“This card has an effect upon being Xyz summoned, but I’ll forgo it before detaching an overlay unit to special summon Galaxy-Eyes Photon Dragon(LV 8/3000/2500) from my grave.” The galaxy dragon descended once more.
“That was your plan.” Magnus shook his head. “I’m not about to let you keep him. I activate my first face down Karma Cut. By discarding one card from my hand, I’ll target your Galaxy-Eyes and banish it.”
“A good card but ineffectual at this time.” Cipher stated as his dragon was surrounded by a light blue aura keeping him on the field.
“What’s going on?” Magnus asked. “How come your dragon isn’t banished?”
“It’s another of Blast Dragon’s effects.” Cipher stated. “As long as he’s on the field, any dragon I control with 2000 or more ATK is safe from card effects.”
Magnus grunted. “Then, I have nothing to get rid of your dragon.”
“That means, I shall continue my turn.” Cipher stated. “Since I control Galaxy-Eyes Photon Dragon, I can special summon Galaxy-Eyes Afterglow Dragon(LV 8/3000)2500) from my hand to the field in defense mode.” Another Galaxy-Eyes appeared, but this one was light blue.
“With my level 8 monsters I construct the overlay network. The assassin of Xyz monsters becomes one with the Numeron to transcend. Xyz summon Number 62: Galaxy-Eyes Prime Photon Dragon(R 8/O 2/4000/3000).” A light blue dragon with dark blue scales descended.
“Another monster from history. He’s more dangerous than anyone currently knows. Still, I will persevere. That said, if I fall, people need to know that his arsenal is bigger than we thought.” Magnus put his hands behind his back. “You are an impressive duelist.
It’s a shame you choose to use these skills of yours to make people vanish.” He was messing with the touch screen of the duel disk working to link his with The Ciphers, so the data could be distributed to the proper sources. “You’d have made a great rival.”
He knew it would be a lost cause to find out more about the Cipher through the duel disks, but information on the cards was doable.
“I do what no one else will.” The Cipher replied. “I provide the challenge people aspire to beat, and in the end, a new age will begin. Now, back to the duel. While your Number is invulnerable to destruction, it doesn’t mean I can’t deal damage.
I’ll attack with Number 62 and activate his effect. By detaching one overlay unit, during damage calculation, my monster gains 200 ATK x the Ranks of all Xyz monsters currently on the field. Galaxy Eyes has 8, Blast Dragon has 4, and Number 86 has 4. Do the math.”
“That’s a 3200 ATK increase!” Magnus shouted.
Number 62: Galaxy-Eyes Prime Photon Dragon(R 8/O 1/7200/3000 effect)
“You are right Phenomenon.” Cipher stated. “Even though your monster will stand, that’s still 1200 damage you’ll be taking. Number 62 attack 86 with Eternity Stream of Destruction.” A beam of photon energy was shot at Number 86.
“I can take the damage or use my face down to try and mitigate it. If I keep it hidden, I may lose it later, but if I use it now, he’ll gun for removing it. Damn it, I must try and get some use out of this.” Magnus held out his hand. “I activate my face down Undying Heroic Spirit!”
“Oh, what does that do?” Cipher asked unfamiliar with this card.
“This is the only luck-based card I’ve added to my deck. From here on out, once per turn, when I’m going to take damage, I can draw a card.” He drew but didn’t look at it. “I reveal it. If it’s anything but a monster, I discard it.

If it’s a monster, I can reduce the damage by its ATK or DEF.” Magnus looked at the card and revealed it with a smile just as the blast impacted with his monster. “I drew Heroic Challenger Support Bow(ATK 500) (Magnus 3300/Cipher 4000).”
Number 62: Galaxy-Eyes Prime Photon Dragon(R 8/O 1/4000/3000)
“Not a bad trap all things considered, but it only lessoned the damage you took.” Cipher declared. “I still took a chunk out of your life points.”
“You did, but sometimes all you need is a reduction when it matters.” Magnus stated.
“Perhaps.” Cipher declared. “Either way, I end my turn meaning 86 loses another overlay unit.”
Number 86: Heroic Champion – Rhongomyniad(R 4/O 2/5000/3000 effects)
“With only two units, 86 losses his effect protection, and I’m certain Cipher knows that. What he doesn’t know is that I added two cards. If I draw one, I can get to the other.” Magnus drew. “There it is.” The Phenomenon smiled. “It’s time for my ultimate evolution.
First, I activate Xyz Crown and equip it to Number 86 allowing his Rank to be treated as a Level. I can also treat Number 86 as though he were two monsters. I’ll do just that to build the overlay network.” A glowing copy of 86 appeared before both went into the network.
“The warrior of many uses his power to summon a champion of righteous power. Xyz summon Heroic Champion-Excalibur(R 4/O 3/2000/2000).” A huge red and silver armored warrior wielding a large blade appeared.
“You summoned Excalibur with your crown spell?” Cipher questioned. “That’s odd. You usually go for any champion save Excalibur through this method.”
“I went for Excalibur because you’re not the only one with Rank 8 monsters.” Magnus declared. “I activate Rank-Up-Magic King’s Legacy on Excalibur. This spell can only be used on him. Thanks to this spell, I can rebuild the overlay network.
King of Challengers and Champions, heed the call of your holy weapon. Xyz summon Heroic King-Arthur Pendragon(R 8/O 4/3500/3000).” A huge warrior decked out in gray with gold trim armor appeared wielding the sword Excalibur. “This is my ultimate card!”
“I should have expected someone like you to up his game to face me, but that monster is 500 points shy of beating Number 62, and it’s not strong enough to end this by attacking Blast Dragon.” Cipher observed the monster. “What is you game here?”
“My game is this.” Magnus declared. “I can detach one overlay unit from my monster to negate the effects of a monster you control, half their ATK, grant that lost ATK to Pendragon, and gain LP equal to the ATK my monster gains. Pendragon use Half Drain on Photon Blast Dragon!”
Arthur Pendragon held his sword into the air as it and Blast Dragon glowed with a holy, white light. Blast Dragon’s size was cut in half and its eyes lost all color while Arthur grew just a bit.
Starliege Photon Blast Dragon(R 4/O 1/900/DEF 2500 effect)
 
Heroic King-Arthur Pendragon(R 8/O 3/4400/3000 effect)
 
(Magnus 4200/Cipher 4000)
“Hm, that is legitimately impressive/” Cipher stated sincerely.
“Save the compliments. Pendragon, tear through Blast Dragon with Heroic Slash.” Arthur surged forward and slashed the small dragon in half (Magnus 4200/Cipher 500). “I then set one card to end my turn.” Magnus declared. “I’ve backed him into a corner.
 
Cipher’s cards all target monsters, and when he goes for Pendragon, I’ll counter with my face down Xyz Reflect dealing out 800 life points of damage. Even if he over comes that, I’ll activate Pendragon’s effect. He’ll ensure victory on my next turn.”
 
Heroic King-Arthur Pendragon(R 8/O 3/ 3500/3000)
“You’ve played a good game Phenomenon and showed why you’ve earned your tittle. That said, everything is in place for my victory.” Cipher drew. “This is the end.”
“The end?” Magnus asked. “How do you figure?”
Cipher stood firm. “It all starts with Cipher Kuriboh.” A transparent, cipher colored Kuriboh briefly appeared before shattering (Magnus 4200/Cipher 250). “By discarding him, and paying half my life points, I take no damage this turn,”
“That means Xyz Reflect won’t deplete his life points, but I can still use its destruction effect.” Magnus thought.
“That’s not all.” Cipher declared. “I can banish the little guy to negate every card on your field.”
“Every card!?” Magnus exclaimed.
The transparent Kuriboh appeared high above Magnus’s field raining down sparkles. The face down card sparked with electricity while Arthur Pendragon’s eyes lost their color.
“Arthur only can’t be destroyed by card effect, but with that gone, he’s susceptible to it now.” Magnus thought before clenching his teeth. “With Xyz Reflect completely off the table, I only have one option to save myself.” He glanced from his hand to his opponent. “Bring it!”
“You know, your friends were strong. I’ll never deny that, but even they had their limits. Limits which you have exceeded. Now, you are about to witness greater power from this deck than any other duelists before you.” Cipher declared.
“Is he bluffing?” Magnus questioned. “Does he really have more power than he’s shown?”
 
Cipher continued his turn. “Since I control Number 62, I can normal summon Galaxy Knight(LV 8/1800/2600 effect) without tributing and he losses 1000 ATK.” A thin knight with a sword appeared levitating in midair on a hoverboard. 
“When he’s summoned this way, he can target a Galaxy-Eyes Photon Dragon(LV 8/3000/2500) in my grave and special summon him to my field. With these two monsters, I shall construct the overlay network.
Galaxy which shines in the darkness reveal yourself to us and usher in the new era. Xyz Summon Galaxy-Eyes Cipher Dragon(R 8/O 2/3000/2500).” A large, light blue dragon with crimson red and dark blue scales descended.”
“His ace monster.” Magnus thought as he stared at it. “The very same one people reported as using my friend’s monsters to end them. He’ll likely take Pendragon, but with Heroic Challenger-Shield Soldier in my hand, I’ll survive.”
Cipher could wager a guess as to what The Phenomenon was thinking, but he was wrong. To defeat an opponent like this, He knew he’d have to go beyond his strength. He would continue to rise to greater heights of power. He had to surpass himself.
“My deck is one which has unlocked all forms of Xyz summoning.” Cipher declared. “I rebuild the overlay network with Number 62 itself.”
The number turned into a light blue light which flowed into the network shocking Magnus for the first time this duel. “W-What are you doing? Don’t tell me you have one of the Galaxy’s-Eyes that can be summoned that way!”
“Just watch.” Cipher declared. “By rebuilding the overlay network, I can bring about the power of Number 95, yet the control of Number 62. Xyz Summon Galaxy-Eyes Full Armor Photon Dragon(R 8/O 2/4000/3500).”
“This guy.” Magnus thought. “Is there no end to his strength?”
“I activate Full Armor’s effect.” Cipher declared. “By detaching 1 overlay unit, I can destroy your face up Arthur Pendragon leaving you defenseless. I then activate my face down Xyz Reborn to special summon the material I removed to activate said effect.
Descend back to the field Number whose strength grows with the power of Ranks. Come, Number 62: Galaxy-Eyes Prime Photon Dragon(R 8/O 1/4000/3000). I can attach Reborn as an overlay unit, but I don’t think I need it.”
“Shield Soldier can only block one attack.” Magnus dropped his arms to his side as he stared at the three powerful dragons. “Shadow and Stygian, I’m sorry. Please, watch over my boys. Flash and Forward, I love you so much.”
 
“Number 62, Cipher, and Full Armor attack Magnus together with Triple Stream of Destruction!” Cipher ordered.
All three dragons fired their beams at the same time causing them to combine into one, massive stream which washed over Magnus (Magnus 0/Cipher 250). When the blinding light from the attack ceased, Magnus was on his hands and knees, defeated.
Cipher snapped his fingers causing a cipher blue energy to wash over him, making it impossible for the Heroic user to move. A portal of the same color opened beneath him; however, he had yet to fall in. That’s because there was a barrier keeping him there for the time being.
Cipher slowly approached until he was standing before him. “You played a good game Magnus.”
“Hear my words Cipher.” Magnus stated. “Where I fall, others will rise. Duelist of my generation are still out there, new duelist of the next generation will continue to duel, and people who’ve never played pick up decks. One of them will defeat you where I couldn’t.”
“Perhaps they will, but that remains to be seen.” Cipher held out his arm, ready to snap his finger. “Before you leave, is there anyone at all you wish to leave a message for? I won’t deliver it unless I challenge them, but you never know.”
“I have a message for my boys.” Magnus stated. “No matter which one, Flash or Forward, tell them this. The two of you have more potential as duelists than I ever did at your age. I’m sorry I wasn’t there. Please, defeat Cipher where I couldn’t.”
“Moving words.” Cipher stated calmly before snapping his fingers. “Good-bye.”
The barrier below him vanished and Flash Magnus to fall into the portal. Once he was through, the portal itself vanished, and the man’s empty duel disk was all that was left.
Cipher picked it up. “I’m sorry, old friend.”
Without a word, he turned into cipher blue particles that vanished into the sky as the light from the ship turned off. The docks were silent, save a sorrowful wind which blew on through.
The Apartment
Flash had finished telling Shadow of his and Forward’s duels against Nathan Castor. This naturally included what they’d lost. Having a cream soda in hand helped in recounting things.
“No wonder the little guy was so sullen when he returned.” Shadow sighed. “No doubt he’s already asleep though.” He looked at Flash. “How are you holding up?”
“I suppose I’m fine.” Flash stated. “I mean, I put a lot of work into that Armed Dragon deck only to find out how outmatched I was. I think I was a little overconfident not to include any extra deck monsters, but it’s not the biggest loss.” He shook his head. “Not by a long shot.”
“Yeah, that silly little deck of normal monsters…” Shadow smiled fondly while a sadness entered his eyes. “Heh, I can still remember coming on over only to find the two of them making it. No one could have known it’d be the last thing she did.”
“In the end, I failed him Shadow.” Flash stated sadly. “I failed my little brother because I wasn’t strong enough…because I was overconfident in my ability to handle things…Now, he’s lost that important link to our mother.”
“You didn’t fail.” Shadow stated. “You did everything you could to get the deck back. That’s more than some brothers would do for their siblings.” He rubbed Flash’s back. “The fact is, Nathan was more skilled, and that’s something you had little control over.”
Flash shook his head. “Then, why do I feel this way?”
“You feel this way because you care deeply about people.” Shadow stated. “You’ve always had a good heart and worn it on your sleeve. It’s only natural you’d feel this way.”
Flash took a deep breath and managed a small smile. “Thank you, uncle.”
“Any time.” Shadow got an idea as he took off his deck box and passed it to Flash. “Here, I think you’re going to need a new deck.” He left it in Flash’s hands who was shocked. “My Black Luster/Gaia deck has served me well, and maybe they’ll do the same for you.”
“Shadow, I couldn’t take your deck.” He held it out to him. “Please, take it back.”
“No way bud.” Shadow refused. “Honestly, I’ve been using it less lately.” He pulled out a black and red deck box and showed it to Flash before putting it around his waist. “This deck has been calling my name. Red Dragon Archfiends. Might as well give the old deck to who needs it.”
Flash stared at the deck box with apprehension after what happened today. “I don’t know.”
Shadow smiled. “Flash, do you remember what your father always says anytime you or Forward lose?”
“You learn more from failure than you do victory until one day you’ve learned enough not to fail again.” Flash stated. “With every failure, you need to pick yourself back up, or you’ll never reach the next victory.”
“Exactly.” Shadow nodded. “If you give me back that deck, you’re refusing to get back up,and that’s not you. Take the deck. If you don’t, I’ll just pass it onto to some random kid.”
Flash looked at the deck box before clipping it to his waist. “Alright, I’ll use it.” He stood. “Anyways, I’m feeling rather tired, so I think I’ll turn in for the night.”
“Just make sure your alarm is on.” Shadow stated. “I’m making breakfast tomorrow, and a growing boy needs the most important meal of the day.”
“I will.” Flash started to walk off, but he realized he never asked about Magnus. “Hey uncle, where’s father?”
Shadow did not want to tell him Magnus went off to duel The Cipher, not yet at least.
“Don’t worry about him.” Shadow chuckled. “He said a problem arose in the latest line of duel runners. You know him. He’ll be there to fix it until it’s in working order. May not even return the next day.”
“When he has a project, he can become rather focused.” Flash walked away. “Night Uncle.”
“Night bud.” Shadow stated.
Once he heard Flash’s door close, Shadow looked at the window. “Magnus, it’s getting late. Have you already lost, or are you making your way home? If you lost, then this Cipher is stronger than we ever imagined.”
Morning…
Flash awoke to his alarm going off, so he turned it off before looking at the posters on the right and left walls. On the right there was Yugi Muto, Jaden Yuki, Yusei Fudo, and Yuma Tsukumo. On the left there was Seto Kaiba, Chazz Princeton, Jack Atlas, and Kite Tenjo.
They were some of the best duelists of their times, and Flash’s biggest inspirations for getting into dueling. His father would be up there too if he couldn’t see him whenever he liked. Flash dreamed of reaching their level, but he was uncertain if he ever would.
Flash sighed as he stood up only to realize he slept in his clothing from yesterday. “Looks like a shower is in order. First, I should let Shadow know I’m awake, and I should check on Forward.” The duelist left his room, but he didn’t smell anything. “Did uncle get called away?”
He walked into the living room only to see Shadow passed out on the couch. “Peculiar. Uncle has always been good about getting to bed early. Did he not set his alarm?” Flash shrugged. “Eh, I can grab breakfast on the way to school.”
Flash moved to his brother’s room only to find a note on the door.
To whoever,
 
Gone to school.
 
Forward.
“What?” Flash questioned. “I like walking with Forward to school, and he loves it. Man, that loss must be getting to him in a way no other loss has.” He shook his head as he moved to prepare for the day. “I’ll need to talk to him about it and make sure he’s okay.”
Canterlot School
Forward had walked along the sidewalk in silence. His usual, cheery disposition wasn’t coming to him. That was because he was in the middle of a conflict over what he was taught as opposed to what he’s observed. He was taught to respect his opponents, but Nathan Castor sure didn’t.
Just look where that got him. The guy was cocky and arrogant, but he seemed to have a good reason to be if his line about taking 99 decks was to be believed. After losing to the Gladiator Beasts, Forward had to consider his thoughts on The Cipher.
That guy had the power to defeat all of dad’s friends, and countless other duelists, including his mother. If he respected his opponent, he wouldn’t make them vanish. That was another thing. The power to make someone vanish after defeating them in a duel was quite the feat.
Especially when you paid attention to history. You didn’t get power like that through respect for your opponent. The more he thought about it, the more it seemed like the world was shifting. Strength seemed to be overtaking respect.
Forward had to acknowledge that if he had power like theirs, he could do something about people like them. As things stood now, he had to at least acknowledge that he was weak. Forward walked into the school, past the statue, as he didn’t even register a limo sitting out front.
The kid began making his way through the halls when he bumped into someone familiar to all the students. Vice Principal Luna. She had light blue skin, cyan eyes, and dark and light blue long hair. She wore a light purple blouse, dark pants, and white shoes.
“Oh, I’m sorry vice principal.” Forward apologized. “I have a lot on my mind, and I wasn’t looking where I was going.”
“It is quite alright Forward.” Luna smiled. “Honestly, I’m glad I ran into you. There is a rather important person in my sister’s office asking for you.”
“Asking for me?” Forward asked. “Who would be asking for me?”
That was something Forward wasn’t used to. Flash was usually the one people asked for because he was the oldest. That meant he was closer to inheriting the company than Forward. The only time he was called in was when it was with Flash.
Luna started to lead him back to the office. “It seems you’re dueling has caught the attention of Sombra, owner of team Crystal Cavalcade.”
“Really?” Forward asked shocked. “Are you sure he doesn’t mean Flash?”
“He did ask for you by name.” Luna stated. “Obviously, Celestia and I are proud when our students catch the eye of such distinguished people.”
Forward couldn’t believe it. His dueling caught the eyes of a duel team. He never imagined this outcome occurring. Sure, he was confident in his skills, but he knew he was weak. Now more than ever he understood that point.
The pair eventually entered the office to find Sombra who was sitting across from Principal Celestia. She was a rather tall woman with white skin, light blue and pink hair, and bright purple eyes. She wore a yellow blazer over a purple and white shirt with purple pants.
“I’m just saying your skills are being wasted in this middle school setting.” Sombra stated. “In my opinion, you could collect one great duel team Celestia.”
“I won’t say Luna and I haven’t considered it.” Celestia admitted.
“Well, there you go.” Sombra stated. “I say you should undertake the task, and I’ve heard rumors Canterlot’s owner is looking to pass his team off.”
“We’ll think about it; however, I believe the student you wished to meet is here.” Celestia stated.
Sombra stood and turned to Forward with a smile. “Ah, there you are Forward Base.” He approached and shook Forward’s hand. “It is a pleasure to meet you. You may have heard my name already, but I am Sombra, owner of Crystal Cavalcade.”
“Uh yeah, I’ve heard about you sir.” Forward smiled nervously. “It is an honor to meet you.”
“I’ll cut to the chase.” Sombra stopped shaking his hand. “My team is a bit different from most. I tend to look for duelists with potential, yet no outlet to make use of it. I give them the tools to reach their true strength. After looking into you, I can say you have great potential.”
“You honestly think I have potential?” Forward asked in disbelief.
“Of course.” Sombra shook his head. “I’m sad to see you don’t think the same of yourself. I think your potential even surpasses that of your father.” He laughed before looking to Celestia and Luna. “Please, is there somewhere I can better discuss this with him?”
“You could use the counselor room.” Celestia offered. “It is just down the hall.”
Sombra smiled. “That’s lovely, but I will not discuss things alone with Forward unless he agrees.” He looked at the boy. “I do ask that you allow me to explain, but the choice is yours.” He chuckled good naturedly. “By no means am I here to force you to join.”
Forward thought about it. Here was this man interested in recruiting him, seeing potential in him, and treating him with some respect. Not to mention, Forward had heard how strong the duelists from team Crystal Cavalcade were. Perhaps this was the path to strength.
“I’m willing to hear you out, sir.” Forward declared.
“I’m glad to hear it.” Sombra walked towards the hallway. “Please, follow me.”
Sugar Cube Corner
Once Flash had finished getting ready, he’d put a blanket over his sleeping uncle, and set off for the one place a person could get something quick to eat on their way to school. Sugar Cube Corner.
He opened the door only for a familiar girl to bump into him and almost fall over until he caught her. This girl had purple skin, violet eyes, and dark purple hair with a pink streak. She wore a light blue blouse with a purple skirt and purple boots.
“Whoa, we really have to stop bumping into each other like this Twilight.” Flash stated as he helped her stand.
Twilight almost responded, but she adopted a rather uncertain look before taking off.
“What was…” Flash began to question until he remembered Sunset’s call causing him to run back outside. “Twilight, wait!” She didn’t stop, and he was left to watch her until she turned a corner. “What is going on?”
Flash was confused, but his stomach currently had other concerns as it grumbled. Skipping out on dinner had its consequences. Since he needed to figure out why his friends were mad at him, and each other, he decided to get some breakfast first.
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Canterlot School, Counselor’s Room…
Forward sat on a couch before Sombra. “Tell me, have you ever won a duel since you started playing? I have as many videos of your duels as possible, but I’d like to hear it from you.”
“Well, no I haven’t won any duels since I started.” Forward replied. “That’s why I’m confused you see any potential in me. I’m a nobody.”
“Correction.” Sombra stated. “You are a duelist with potential, and not because of who your father and mother are. A duelist’s potential is theirs alone. It’s not your fault your potential has gone uncultivated.”
Forward ran his hand through his hair. “I guess.”
“There is no guess.” Sombra stated. “Did your father, brother, uncles, or aunts ever tell you that the deck you were using may not have been the best option. I understand, perhaps better than most, that it has sentimental value, but a deck like that has little hope of winning.”
“No, they never stopped me from using it.” Forward admitted. “It’s not like I didn’t insist on it being my deck though.”
“I understand, perhaps better than most.” Sombra looked at the ring on his finger. “All that remains of family lost to you… You and I share such a thing in common.” He showed his ring. “This is my reminder of a heartless monsters who ripped my beloved away from me.”
“Who was it?” Forward asked. “Was it Cipher?”
“It wasn’t.” Sombra stated. “I will not utter their name now, but they left me in a state worse than if I could never see her again.” Sombra sighed. “My beloved is still out there, but her memories of our time together were erased. My daughter and I are the only ones who remember.”
“I’m so sorry.” Forward stated sincerely. “Have you seen her since?”
“I tried distancing myself, but I could not bear it. That is why I’ve made Crystal Cavalcade.” Sombra stated. “A team of duelists who reach the top through power over respect. Respect never got me anywhere.”
“So, you want my help to stop this person?” Forward asked.
“That is what I ask of any duelist I recruit.” Sombra nodded. “In return, I give them the power they seek to achieve their ambitions. Together, we will reach the top. We will create a world where people like Cipher and my demon can’t get away with what they do now.”
“I’d like to help, but what you speak of goes against everything I’ve been taught.” Forward stated. “Obviously, I want someone to stop Cipher as well as this new threat you speak of; however, my father always stressed respect for one’s opponent above strength.”
“The motto of Team Harmonic Pillar. A silly name, but one that has struck a chord with people the more they proved their worth.” Sombra stated. “Surely, you must have noticed what has overcome that motto. Strength is overtaking respect. To beat it, we must follow the same path.”
Forward thought of his aunts, uncles, and mom who all vanished to The Cipher. “I still don’t know. You’re speaking sense, but I’m not certain what path I should follow.” He chuckled. “It was so easy yesterday, but everything I know has been put into question.”
“My team’s results speak for themselves.” Sombra stated. “I see you are attempting to make sense of what you want, so I shall give you time to consider my offer while trusting you will not speak of all I have said.” He produced a business card with his number.
“I’ll be in Canterlot until the end of the weak.” He gave the card to Forward. “If you decide to join, give me a call.” He put his hand on the doorknob. “I can give you strength, or you can let people like Cipher do as they please. It’s your choice, Forward Base.”
Sombra departed and Forward was left alone. He sighed and sat back on the couch before staring at the card. What Sombra offered was tempting, but it conflicted with everything he’s been surrounded by since birth. He just…didn’t know what to do.
Principal Celestia’s Office
Rainbow Dash entered the principal’s office.
“Ah Ms. Dash, you arrived on time.” Celestia sat down some papers. “As Luna told me, you have something rather serious to talk about.”
“Yes, Principal Celestia.”  Rainbow stated firmly. “It’s about Flash Sentry…”
Outside Canterlot School, Later…
Flash had some extra time, so he decided to relax at Sugar Cube Corner. He also tried to think about why the girls would be mad at him and each other, enough to make Twilight run off without a word, but he came up with nothing.
He ultimately decided to make his way to school figuring it was best to gather information, and that’s when he noticed Vice Principal Luna standing outside as if she were looking for someone. It was odd to see her out here.
The moment she saw him, Flash knew he was in trouble by the stern look in her eyes. “Mr. Sentry, come here.”
The commanding tone she used didn’t make him feel any better. “Is there a problem, Vice Principal Luna?”
“I think explanations should be saved for when we’re in Principal Celestia’s office.” Luna stated. “Follow me.”
Flash couldn’t think of anything he’s done to warrant trouble, with little choice, he followed Luna into the school.
Principal Celestia’s Office
Flash entered the office with Luna only to find Twilight, Rainbow Dash, Fluttershy, Pinkie Pie, Rarity, and Applejack standing scattered around the room. Everyone, save Twilight, glared angrily at him. Flash wanted to ask them what was up, but now was not the time.
“Principal Celestia, I don’t get what’s going on here.” Flash commented as he took the seat.
Luna moved to Celestia’s side as the principal sighed. “Mr. Sentry, I want to give every student the benefit of the doubt, but the evidence we have points towards you as the likely suspect.”
“Likely suspect?” Flash raised an eyebrow. “What am I the likely suspect of?”
Celestia put a familiar looking box on her desk. It was navy blue with a light blue shield on top. This was Flash’s card box. A box meant to store various cards from booster packs he picked up. When Celestia opened it, there were 6 decks inside; however, these weren’t any old decks.
These were his friends’ decks as each had their aces visible. Dark Magician, Hi-Speedroid Chanbara, Gem-Knight Master Diamond, Alsei, the Sylvan High Protector, Performapal Sky Magician, and Ancient Fairy Dragon. The thing is, that box had been in his locker.
Flash could put two and two together as he held up his hands. “Whoa, you think I would steal decks?” He looked at the girls. “All six of you think I stole your decks. Doing that is the lowest of the low. Don’t you have security cameras or something?”
“Funny thing about the cameras is that they were mysteriously offline from the time Celestia and I left to just this morning.” Luna stated. “Given who your father is, you do have the skills to knock them out.”
Celestia held up her hand. “Luna, please.”
“Yeah, I have skills with technology, but you can’t say I’m the only one in school.” Flash looked at Twilight and quickly waved his hands. “I’m not blaming Twilight either. Even still, there must be others with skills like that besides us.”
“While that is true, the only information we have is the fact that your box was found in your locker with their decks inside.” Celestia stated. “Not to mention, you are the only one closest to them, besides each other.”
“It wasn’t me.” Flash denied before looking to his friends. “Come on, you six know me. I wouldn’t do this to you. Please, you can’t leave me hanging.”
Flash suddenly froze, and it wasn’t for the fact that the six of them weren’t immediately jumping to his aid. Just for a moment, around each of them, he saw the barest hint of a black aura. That said, Twilight’s seemed unstable. Flash rubbed his eyes, and the aura was gone.
“I don’t know what to believe pardner, but our decks were found in your locker.” Applejack stated.
“It is most unbecoming of you to do this Flash.” Rarity added.
Rainbow crossed her arms. “I thought you were a better friend than this.”
“It’s not fun when someone takes another’s deck.” Pinkie stated sadly.
Fluttershy was tapping her fingers together and looking away from him. “I’m not sure what I believe, but our decks were found in your locker.”
Flash noticed Twilight hadn’t spoken, so he looked to her. “Twilight, my father taught Shining how to duel. We were friends even before we came here. While you became friends with the others, I had nothing against them. I adapted, and they became my friends to. Please.”
Twilight was rubbing her hands together before talking a deep breathe. She seemed to become more certain as she walked forward and put a hand on Flash’s shoulder. For just a moment, Flash saw that black aura around Twilight before it shattered.
Twilight smiled reassuringly at him before looking at the authority figures in the room. “I don’t think Flash would take our decks. Even if he were the person to do that, he had ample opportunity to steal from us well before this point.”
“Perhaps Mr. Sentry was bidding his time.” Luna reasoned. “Playing the long con, as it were.”
“That’s not who Flash is.” Twilight looked to the others in the room. “Come on girls, Flash is right. We know what type of person he is.”
No one was willing to lend Twilight or Flash their aid.
“At least you’re loyal to someone one Twilight.” Rainbow stated.
Applejack shook her head. “Even with your word, I’m just not certain this is the honest truth, but we saw where our decks were sugar cube.”
“Usually, I’d laugh this off because I’d feel your right, but this isn’t a laughing matter.” Pinkie added.
“I’m still unsure, but our decks were found in his locker.” Fluttershy stated. “How did they get there if he didn’t do it?”
“What Flash has done is the complete opposite of generosity.” Rarity stated.  “If you’re going to side with him darling, our friendships are more of a lost cause than I already thought.”
“I’m sorry Mr. Sentry, but we’ll have to call someone to come get you.” Celestia stated. “Until this matter is sorted, I’m afraid you will not be welcome on school grounds.”
Flash sat back in his chair in shock. “Am I being expelled!?”
“Suspended, Mr. Sentry.” Celestia corrected. “Just until we can find more information on what is happening. I promise we will get to the bottom of this, and if nothing more turns up to further incriminate you, the suspension will be revoked.”
“I can’t believe this.” Flash once more looked at the other five girls, but they weren’t going to help him. “I really can’t believe this.”
“Hold on, I have something to add.” Twilight thought quick. “You said the cameras are down, so you’re basing this all on Flash being the only one capable of getting into his own locker, right?”
“That would be the case.” Celestia stated. “I’ll be the first to admit that it is rather lacking evidence, but it is all we have. Given how important a duelist’s deck is, we must punish him somehow.”
“Then, your assumption is incorrect.” Twilight stated. “Flash isn’t the only one that could enter his locker. We’re his friends, and Sunset is his girlfriend. I can confirm he’s told 7 separate people his locker combination.”
“Is this true Mr. Sentry?” Celestia asked.
Flash had offered his combination to the girls, so they could access his extra cards; however, he hadn’t once thought they were responsible. While things were wrong, he considered them friends, and Sunset was special. Despite wanting his innocence, Flash had to take the bullet.
That is, he would have taken the bullet if not for Sunset bursting into the room. “I can collaborate Twilight’s story. All 7 of us had his combination, and I wouldn’t put it past Flash to have given it to others. He is a rather trusting person, and it’s unfortunately come back to bite him.”
“I only gave it out to you seven because I trusted you.” Flash turned to Celestia after realizing what he said. “Not that I’m saying it’s any of them. Someone else could have…”
Celestia slammed her hands on her desk to silence everyone. “Everyone, calm down.” She then took a deep breath. “Clearly, this situation is more complicated than I initially thought, and I won’t suspend eight students since the decks have been found.
Flash Sentry, you will be suspended just for today for handing out your combination to at least seven other people. That was reckless of you, but I also want you to take the day to compose yourself. Tomorrow, report to my office, and we shall go over things again.
Twilight, you may grab your deck as may your friends. Once you have them, please make your way to your first classes. Ms. Shimmer, this was clearly another case of eavesdropping where you shouldn’t be, so report to detention after school. Am I clear everyone?”
“Yeah.” All eight students stated as one.
“Good.” Celestia stated. “Luna, make sure the girls get to their classes. Flash, you are to remain in my office until we can get in touch with someone to pick you up.”
After the girls got their decks, Luna led them out. Celestia then managed to get in touch with Shadow, who would be there to pick him up soon.
Once she was done, Celestia looked at him. “Flash, I believe you wouldn’t have done this.”
“With all due respect ma’am, if you believe me, why go through with this?” Flash questioned. “I’m more than smart enough to know any school wants to limit suspensions and expulsions.”
“It’s because there’s a greater law which governs society.” Celestia stated. “Dueling is more popular now than any other time in history. A situation like this, one in which 6 decks were stolen, looks about as good on a school as a suspension or expulsion.”
“I guess I hear where you’re coming from.” Flash sighed. “This still sucks.”
The Apartment, Later…
After Shadow came to get Flash, and they were in the car, the kid had explained everything to his uncle. That included the black aura, which Flash was certain made him sound crazy. Sure, there were rumors about the past; however, they were hard to believe.
Fortunately, his uncle had reaffirmed this thought process and gave an explanation that he was likely under stress from the quick succession of events. Flash was more than happy to latch onto that and forget about the auras. He was also glad his uncle trusted him.
Shadow led his nephew back into the apartment before closing the door. “I won’t deny that the situation is awful bud, but you’re a good kid. That’s something your teachers and principal know.” He waved his hand. “I’m certain this will all blow over soon enough.”
“Hopefully.” Flash shook his head. “Guess I got time to look over that deck you gave me.”
“There you go.” Shadow smiled. “Doing something productive is a great use of the day considering they didn’t have your homework ready. Hopefully, that girl of yours will bring it around. Speaking of sometime after school, I’m thinking pizza. Got a topping in mind?”
“Sunset hasn’t let me down before.” Flash walked to his room. “As for pizza, I’m thinking Italian sausage with tomato and mushroom.”
“Got it.” Shadow stated.
Flash’s Room
Flash sat at his desk and took a deep breath before pulling out his new deck. Before he could get to looking at it, his phone buzzed. The duelist pulled it out only to see a text from Sunset.
Flash,
 
Shortly after you left, a contact of mine came through. Meet me at the duel park just as the moon rises. Come alone or we’ll lose this jerk whose been messing with you. Bring your deck. Don’t bother calling back because I won’t answer. I think someone’s watching me.
 
Sunset
“Sunset.” Flash thought worriedly. “I hope she’s okay.” He backed out of the message and stared at his phone. “Should I call the other girls? No, that’s a bad idea. Sunset said to come alone. That said, how do I go out well after the sun sets?”
He would ponder that last point for a while before concluding he needed to sneak out. If he told Shadow, even if his uncle agreed to stay back, he’d just follow anyways.
“Alright, I best study the deck uncle gave me.” Flash thought. “This guy has somehow turned my friends against each other and me, I won’t let him get away with it.”
Night…
Shadow was now starting to worry about Flash in conjunction with Forward. The youngest wasn’t picking up his phone at all and had yet to return while Flash had become rather silent. Not even pizza seemed to make him talkative.
“Just what is going on with these past two days?” Shadow pondered. “So much is happening at once, in quick succession, that there’s no way this is coincidence. If it isn’t a coincidence, who or what is setting this family up?”
He would have pondered this for longer if not for a knock at the door. Shadow got up to answer it, only to find Shining Armor standing outside in his police uniform.
What caught Shadow’s attention was Magnus’ duel disk in his hands. “Magnus lost…”
“Father lost to who?” Forward asked as he walked up to the doorway only to see his father’s empty duel disk. “Dad.” Tears came to the boy’s eyes. “He wasn’t supposed to lose.”
“Forward, it’ll be okay.” Shadow approached him. “Stygian and I will…”
“Why did he lose?” Forward looked at the men as tears continued to well up in his eyes. “Dad respected his opponents, and he was the strongest in the world. Why did he lose to Cipher?”
“Just because you’re strong, it doesn’t mean you can’t lose.” Shining sighed sadly. “Even though I wasn’t there, I’m sure he gave Cipher one of the toughest duels he could.”
“He still lost.” Forward’s tears fell as he pushed past the adults and headed to his room. “He lost because his respect was outweighed by Cipher’s strength.” He opened his room’s door. “I think I have my answer.”
With no further discussion, Forward slammed his door shut.
“Has it been a rough day?” Shining asked.
“Try two.” Shadow shook his head before taking the duel disk. “Look, we’ll have to sort this out tomorrow, but for now, I got to make heads or tails of this. Forward’s going to need a minute and Flash…” The guy realized something. “…would have come out by now.”
“Shadow, is something wrong?” Shining asked.
Shadow didn’t say a word as he ran to his surrogate nephew’s room and threw the door open. All he saw was an empty bedroom and open window leading outside as storm clouds rolled in.
Shining had entered the apartment. “Shadow, what’s wrong?”
“It’s Flash.” Shadow turned around with a look of panic. “He must have heard us and left to look for Cipher himself.”
What?” Shining was shocked. “Are you sure?”
“It makes sense, but I’m not sure.” Shadow walked to the door of the apartment. “Look, whatever’s happened, Flash is currently out there, and I need to look for him. I got…”
“Slow you’re roll Shadow.” Shining put a hand on his shoulder. “You still got a child to look after, and it’s my job to look for missing people. Granted, he hasn’t been gone for long, so you only got me. That said, I’ll find him.”
“You’re right.” Shadow sighed. “Find him and bring him back. I need to scold him for doing something this stupid, no matter his reason.”
Shining nodded. “I promise I’ll find him.”
He left and Shadow looked at Magnus’ duel disk. “Damn it, Magnus.” He tightened his hold on it with closed eyes. “It should have been me.”
Forward’s Room
Forward had been trying to get his tears under control when he heard about his brother going missing. At this point, his brother was a fool to think he could beat The Cipher of all people. Their father couldn’t, so they couldn’t either.
That said, Forward now knew of a way he could eventually bring The Cipher, and everyone like him, down. He just needed the strength to do it. The kid pulled out Sombra’s business card and his own cellphone before dialing the number.
Sombra picked up. “Hello?”
“Sombra, it’s Forward.” Forward stated firmly. “I will follow your path of strength.”
“I’m glad to hear that.” Sombra stated. “I’ll be…Forward, get out now!”
“What are you talking about?” Forward asked.
Roof Across from the Apartments
A guy, roughly Flash’s age, stood across from the apartment complex. He had dark red skin with a yellow mohawk, and pale-yellow eyes. His attire consisted of a sleeveless, dark green gi with lighting blue trim and accents.
“He glowed with dark magic as he withdrew a card from his deck box. “I call upon the Thunder Dragon who stands above all. Thunder Dragon Titian, reduce this building to ash.”
A huge, multi-headed green dragon appeared in the air above the apartment with blue lighting arching all around him. The dragon roared to the heavens as it began building up electricity in the clouds above.
With Flash
The storm clouds blanketed the night sky as Flash ran along the sidewalk towards the park. He could see blue lighting in the distance, but he figured he was seeing things. Besides, he couldn’t turn back because he needed answers on who was messing with his friends.
Flash soon entered the park and ran to the duel area which was a huge field capable of hosting many duels. Now, it was empty save for Sunset who stood in the center of it with her back turned to him.
“Sunset, I’m here.” Flash approached. “Who’s this person messing with our friends? Who turned them against me and each other?”
“Oh Flash, you never realized the truth.” Sunset darkly chuckled which concerned him, but not as much as the black aura surrounding her. “To be fair, your innocence was one of the things I genuinely liked about you. It’s just too bad it was overshadowed by what I hate about you.”
Flash stepped back. “Sunset, what are you talking about? I don’t understand.”
“Come now Flash, you really aren’t getting it?” Sunset questioned. “I suppose you wouldn’t, what with names rarely linking up, so allow me to ask you this. Do the names Aura Flash and Sky Rise mean anything to you? I’ll give you a hint as one of them was my grandmother.”
Suddenly, things were starting to click into place as it started raining.
“Sky Rise…Sunset, you’re the granddaughter of Sky Rise?” Flash questioned.
“Let’s give you a prize Flash.” Sunset turned to face him with an expression of hatred. “My grandmother was Sky Rise, and your grandfather had her killed when her company threatened to overtake Flash Industries. As if that wasn’t enough, he took everything from me.
All my grandma’s work vanished. Every cent claimed on the grounds that it was illegal money from criminal acts your grandfather committed. When we were at our lowest, homeless, he sent men to finish my family. My parents were killed, and I only survived because of my benefactor.
It’s thanks to her that I can get my revenge on your family, and I’m starting with you.” The black aura around her formed a small building with sealed exits around them. “Get ready Flash because I’m about to show you true pain!”
Flash was dumbstruck as Sunset laughed darkly. He just didn’t know what to make of this. He knew the terrible things his grandfather had done before his father stopped him. That stopped the physical symptoms, but the mental and emotional scars were still there.
Unknown to Flash, a prime example of his grandfather’s damage had been his girlfriend for the past year. This wasn’t easy to take in as he very much felt love for her, but apparently it was all just a lie to her, right?
“Sunset was everything about us actually fake?” Flash asked. “Every last second of our time together?”
“I could lie just to hurt you Flash, but I’ll be honest.” Sunset replied. “At first, I hated your guts. Then, I got to know you, saw you as the person you were. I even came to love you, but the hate for your family still burns bright.
Now, we’re here, so I will crush you in a Shadow Duel. A duel where the pain will be real. Consider yourself lucky all I’m out for is pain. If I were like your grandfather, this would end in your death. Now, activate your duel disk.
Sunset’s red duel disk appeared on her arm before a yellow energy blade popped out.
“She came to love me, but her hate for my family was always there.” Flash looked at her. “Sunset, we don’t have to do this. You can stop this, and we can work this out. Surely, you don’t want to do this.”
“That’s where you’re wrong.” Sunset declared. “No matter what my words may make you think, I very much want this. Now, pull out your duel disk, or things will become dangerous for you.”
“Sunset, I don’t want…” Flash stopped as darkness washed over and physically hurt him.
“Let me set you straight Flash.” Sunset stated. “I both love and hate you. The love I feel for you is nowhere near enough to erase what your grandfather did to me, so I will crush you. I will leave you broken.” The darkness ceased and Flash fell to his hands and knees.
“If you refuse to duel for your chance to escape, I’ll just break you anyways. Either way, if you don’t stop me here, I’m moving onto your uncle, little brother, and father. It’s your choice so choose.”
“If you’d revealed yourself, my father would have done everything in his power to make things right.” Flash stated. “I know there’s things he couldn’t fix, but he’d have tried because we are not my grandfather. You’re getting revenge on an old man who’s already gone.”
“Your words won’t save you Flash.” Sunset stated. “No matter how long it takes, your family will crumble. I’ll start with you and move onto the rest after.”
Flash tried to get Sunset to see reason, but how do you get through to someone affected by the actions of your family? He hoped it wouldn’t come to this, but the answer was obvious. If Sunset would harm his family, Flash would stand against her.
“You’ve threatened my family and turned my friends against each other.” Flash got back to his feet while taking a deep breath and activating his duel disk. “I will not stand for that!”
The Apartment
Shadow was sitting on the couch when he heard the roar of a ferrous dragon. “Is someone dueling out there?”
He was suddenly shocked out of his thoughts as Forward burst out of his room. “Uncle Shadow, we need to go because we’re in danger! Someone is leveling a physical duel monster just outside!”
“Physical duel monsters?” Shadow shook his head. “Forward, I think the last couple of…”
“Just listen to me.” Forward stated. “We don’t have…”
“Thunder Dragon Titan, rain down your power from the heavens!” A voice outside shouted loud enough for them to hear. “Heavenly Judgement!”
“It’s too late.” Forward stated with wide eyes.
The sky well above the apartment lit up with blue lighting before it came crashing down. Just as it hit the top, Sombra teleported in and put a hand on Forward’s shoulder. Shadow watched as the owner teleported them out. Just as all seemed lost, a new figure teleported to Shadow’s side.
This figure wore a black cloak with gold trim and green accents. The cowl of the cloak completely obscured his face. The figure placed his hand on Shadow’s shoulder, and they were out of there just as the attack reached them.
Outside: Near the Crater(Formerly Apartments)
Shadow blinked as he was pelted by the rain cascading from the sky. He then looked at the former apartments, which were now a crater. As Shadow turned his gaze to the sky, he saw Thunder Dragon before it vanished.
Finally, his gaze turned to the figure, who saved him, standing next to him. “W-Who are you?”
“Who I am is of little importance to you.” The figure stated. “That said, you may call me Omega. Before you ask, I have a vested interest in these events going a certain way.” He took out a sealed baggy containing a hard drive. “Give that to the police, and you should have no trouble.”
Before Shadow could question him further, the figure vanished with no real display. The guy was just there one moment and gone the next. With him gone, and having just survived a near death experience, Shadow fell onto his back in absolute shock.
Sombra’s Hotel Room
Sombra and Forward appeared in the owner’s hotel room as the older man wobbled a fair bit. Teleportation was still something he was new to.
Fortunately, Forward was more than willing to help him stand. “Sombra, how did you know?”
“The reminder of that day.” Sombra stated referring to his ring. “It interacted with that vile demon’s magic, so now I can sense when her fowl power is at work. I’m sorry Forward. She caught wind of my attempt to recruit you and tried to kill you before you’d join me.”
“That was this demon you keep talking about?” Forward asked. “She would kill a whole apartment just to get at one kid you wanted?”
“Nightmare is a vile being, but she did not act this night. The one who did this only has a portion of her power within them. It was one of her agents. She goes after those with issues and picks at them in just the right way to recruit them.”
“Man, if it’s not bullies like Nathan Castor, it’s threats to people like The Cipher and Nightmare.” Forward nodded. “Sir, I meant what I said. I want to join your team. I want the strength to stop people like them.”
“I appreciate that Forward, but before you agree, I must tell you one more thing.” Sombra stated. “My team walks into the darkness. Our motto makes it a necessity. To defeat darkness, we must embrace it ourselves. Part of us becomes part of them. Are you okay with that?”
“I am.” Forward stated. “I will walk into the deepest darkness without succumbing. If you train me, I will become your most effective duelists. The potential I have is yours to use if we use our strength to eradicate all other darkness.”
Sombra smiled and ruffled the kid’s hair. “That’s the spirit.” He slowly walked over to his bed and sat down. “Don’t worry about what’s left of your family coming for you. Power can achieve many things in this society.
You merely need the right kind. For now, you should get some rest. If you wish, help yourself to anything in the fridge. I can easily pay for it. From here on out, you are one of my duelists, and that means you will want for nothing.”
At this moment, Sombra could feel a second agent; however, he was in no shape to track them. Considering this agent didn’t seem to be near them, he was content letting them go. That said, there was a small light in the same area. Nothing strong, but perhaps one which could prevail.

	
		Flash vs Sunset



Duel Park
Lighting and thunder raged above as a downpour cascaded onto the ground. Flash heard none of this as he was in a building made of dark energy. It was soundproof and dry. Considering he was soaked; it would almost be nice if he weren’t facing his girlfriend in a duel of hate.
Even though he was determined to win, since she planned on targeting his family after him, he couldn’t forget about their time together. At this point, there was still a chance to end things peacefully. At least, that’s what Flash was hoping for.
“Sunset, before we begin, are you certain it has to be this way?” Flash asked. “You already said you grew to love me, so did our time together really mean nothing to you?”
“We’ve been over this Flash.” Sunset stated firmly. “I grew to love you, but my hate for your family never dissipated. If you weren’t part of it, we wouldn’t be here. I’ll even admit our time together meant more to me than you may know; however, this duel will happen, so stop stalling.”
“Maybe if I beat her, Sunset will see reason.” Flash thought. “Alright.”
“Let’s duel!”
(Flash 4000/Sunset 4000)
“I’ll take the lead.” Sunset declared. “I summon Volcanic Slicer(LV 4/1800/1200).” A beige with white armor bipedal monster appeared.
“Are you telling me your Shining deck wasn’t your real deck?” Flash asked.
“Of course, it wasn’t.” Sunset stated as though it were obvious. “That pathetic excuse for a deck can’t compare to my Volcanics. Speaking of them, in exchange for not attacking this turn, which I can’t do anyways, Slicer deals you 500 life points of damage.”
Slicer shot a fire ball from its mouth at Flash. When it impacted with his gut, the guy felt physical pain like when that darkness washed over him earlier. The pain led to Flash holding his gut (Flash 3500/Sunset 4000).
“This pain.” Flash looked at Sunset. “This really is a Shadow Game. One like those rumored to have existed in the past.” He shook his head in disbelief. “What are you doing with power like this Sunset?”
“It’s the power to make your family pay for everything I’ve had to endure.” Sunset declared. “Now, I shall continue. Since I control a Volcanic monster, other than Volcanic Commander(LV 4/1800/400), I can special summon him.”
A humanoid figure in red armor and with a blade appeared. “Since Commander was summoned, I can send a card from my deck to the grave. I’ll choose Volcanic Snake. When Snake is sent to the grave, you take another 500 life points of damage (Flash 3000/Sunset 4000).”
A transparent snake appeared and lunged at Flash wrapping around him. The snake squeezed him painfully for a few moments causing the guy to scream before the monster shattered. Once the snake was gone, Flash found himself wobbling.
“She can’t even attack, yet I’m already down 1000 life points.” Flash regained his footing. “To top it off, the rumors of Shadow Games are more real than I thought possible.”
“I overlay my two monsters.” Sunset continued. “When two Volcanics become one, they create a pyro monster of arcane might. Xyz Summon Volcanic Sorcerer(R 4/O 2/1800/1600).” A large black and red humanoid with bandages infused with arcane magic appeared.
“What does that monster do?” Flash asked.
“I’m glad you asked.” Sunset stated. “By detaching one overlay unit, I can send the top three cards of my deck to the graveyard. For every Volcanic monster sent to the grave this way, you’ll take 500 life points of damage.”
Volcanic Sorcerer(R 4/O 1/1800/1600)
She drew the top three cards and showed them to Flash with a smirk. “I’m sending the monsters Volcanic Rocket and Volcanic Ferocity along with my Triple Threat Tactics to the grave. This means you’re hit with 1000 life points. Sorcerer hit Flash with Pyro Rings!”
Sorcerer put his hands together as he generated two rings of fire imbued with archaic magic. He then fired them at Flash. The first slammed into his stomach sending the young man skidding and winding him before the second hit him in the legs sending the guy to the ground hard.
(Flash 2000/Sunset 4000)
Flash laid there as he worked to regain his breath. “I’ve already lost half my life points.”
“That’s enough for this turn, so I’ll set three cards.” Sunset declared.
“It’s my turn now, but even after everything that’s been said, I don’t want to do this.” Flash slowly got back to his feet. “I think I hate my grandfather now more than I ever did before, and that’s saying something.” He drew. “I’m activating Super Soldier Ritual.”
“Super Soldier Ritual?” Sunset questioned. “That card isn’t part of your Armed Dragon Deck.”
“You’re right Sunset.” Flash declared. “This card isn’t part of that deck, but it’s hard to use a deck I lost in an ante game. Now, the ritual I activated gives me access to any Black Luster ritual monster if I tribute monsters from my field or hand.
Not only that, but the monsters I send must equal 8 levels. I’ll send the level 4 Evening Twilight Knight and my Manju of Ten Thousand Hands. Solider of might heed my call and aid me with your power. Ritual summon Black Luster Soldier - Super Soldier(LV 8/3000/2500).”
A soldier in blue, silver, and red armor appeared. “Now, you’re not the only one who can do burn damage. I activate Knight or Soldier. With this, I can target a Black Luster Soldier or Gaia the Fierce Knight and deal you damage equal to half their ATK.
I’ll target Super Soldier to deal you 1500 points of damage.” A transparent, half the size, Super Soldier shot off at Sunset knocking her off her feet. Unlike Flash, the pain seemed to barely phase her (Flash 2000/Sunset 2500).
“Is that all you got.” Sunset stood. “Pathetic.”
“That’s not even close.” Flash declared. “Since I used Evening Twilight Knight, I can activate one of two additional effects once per turn. The one I’ll activate is the ability to banish your Volcanic Sorcerer. Now, my soldier will attack you directly with Super Slash!”
“I activate the first of my face downs Defense Draw.” Sunset countered. “This card will reduce the damage I’m about to take to 0, and I get to draw a card.”
The soldier slashed at Sunset only to be met with a barrier it couldn’t penetrate.
“I set one card, ending my turn.” Flash stated.
Sunset drew before smiling. “This is the end Flash.”
“W-what do you mean?” Flash questioned worried.
“With this final card, I have the combo which will decimate the remainder of your life points. First, I activate my second face down Blaze Accelerator Reload. This card has a good effect, but I’m more interested in its ability to be Tri-Blaze Accelerator while in my spell/trap zone.
Thanks to that effect, I can send it to the grave to special summon my ace. Monster who reigns over the Volcanics, bring your fire to the field. Special summon Volcanic Doomfire(LV 8/3000/1800).” A hulking, bipedal monster appeared.
“This monster would be enough with the combo I have in mind, but I want to show you just how outclassed you are. Thanks to you getting rid of Sorcerer last turn, his last overlay entered the grave granting me three pyro monsters in my grave.
By banishing them, I can special summon another monster. Embodiment of the red planet, I summon you with sacrifices befitting your attribute. Special summon The Blazing Mars(LV 8/2600/2200).” A humanoid attached to a large rock in the shape of a monster appeared.
“You just special summoned two Level 8 monsters!” Flash shouted in shock.
“If you think that’s impressive, you haven’t seen anything.” Sunset stated. “I overlay The Blazing Mars and Volcanic Doomfire. Embodiment of the red planet and Volcanic who reigns over his kind, combine your power to create a true inferno.
Xyz summon Volcanic Blazing Doom(R 8/O 2/5000/3000 effect).” Volcanic Doom had merged with the large rock shaped like a monster creating a monster which roared at Flash. “Since The Blazing Mars and Doomfire were used to summon him, he gains 1500 ATK.”
“That monster is even more powerful that Nathan’s Domanitus.” Flash held out his hand. “I activate Damage Diet. With this trap, all damage I take this turn will be halved.”
Flash believed he was safe as even though Super Soldier would fall; he’d still have 1000 life points. Not only that, but Super Soldier would grant him a Gaia as protection with his destruction. From there, the guy just needs to draw something to aid him.
Sunset laughed darkly. “Nice try Flash, but even with halved damage, my last set card will see this end now. I activate Spiritual Fire Art – Kurenai. By tributing my fire type Blazing Doom, you take damage equal to their ATK.”
Blazing Doom exploded before that fire was contained into one, huge sphere of fire.
Flash stared at it with wide eyes. “I… failed… again.”
“Consider yourself fortunate that I’m not like your grandfather.” Sunset stated. “If I were, you’d be put in the Shadow Realm to rot for all eternity. Rather than that, the pain you will receive from this shall suffice.” She snapped her fingers. “I win.”
The sphere glowed before shooting out a huge stream of fire. Even though that stream reduced to half size, it still made Flash scream out in pain as the fire washed over him. Eventually, the force of the attack sent him crashing right through one of the sealed exits of the building.
(Flash 0/Sunset 2500).
He hit the ground outside and was already unconscious from all the pain as the downpour above fell on his body. Sunset walked out of the building as it vanished. She then approached Flash and took his deck.
“This deck may come in handy down the road.” Sunset thought as she tucked it away.
Once she was done, a sad look passed over her face as she stared at Flash. Sunset took a deep breath and steeled herself before snapping her finger. A portal of darkness appeared behind her, and the Volcanic user walked through it. Once she was gone, the portal closed.
Omega then appeared as he stood above Flash. “I almost forgot how pathetic you were.” He held out his hand and Flash was covered in a brilliant, white light which healed his body. “You will grow, but you have a long road ahead of you.”
 
Omega heard an approaching duel runner, so he vanished well before a standard issue police runner pulled up to the scene, casting lights on Flash. Shining got off the duel runner and immediately ran over to help him.
Hospital, Next Day…
Shadow sat in a chair beside Flash’s hospital bed; however, his focus was currently turned towards the T.V., which was tuned to the news channel. After last night, all the news networks could talk about were the events which took place.
“… According to our sources, The Phenomenon’s duel disk turned up at his apartment late last night, delivered by his student Shining Armor. People everywhere mourn the loss of the best of us, and questions arise as to who will take his place at the top.
At this time, there has been no confirmation on how this will come about. In related news, several other tragedies occurred shortly after this delivery. The Phenomenon’s apartment building was reduced to nothing more than a crater. Rumors of a physical duel monster circulate.
Later, we will show footage provided by longtime friend of Flash Magnus, Shadow Lock. For now, speaking of his family, the youngest son has signed on with Crystal Cavalcade. We have confirmation he left for Spain early this morning.
This leaves Flash Sentry, the oldest son, who was found last night by Officer Armor unconscious. We have no idea how this happened. Our hearts go out to those affected by this tragedy. In this time of uncertainty, we recommend you stick close to your loved ones.”
Shadow turned off the T.V. “That anchor’s better at keeping his cool than most have been.” He shook his head. “I can’t believe things turned out this way.”
“Is it true?” Flash asked, getting Shadow’s attention.
He looked at his nephew to see that he had woken up. “Flash, you’re alright!”
He was relieved, but Flash just asked, “Uncle, is what he said true? Has dad really vanished and Forward left?”
“I’m sorry you had to hear it that way Flash.” Shadow sighed. “It’s true, and unfortunately even his duel disk is gone after that attack last night. As for Forward, I tried to get him back, but Sombra had a document legally emancipating him. I have no idea how he got it, but its real.”
Flash sat up. “My mother vanished long before this, father is gone, my brother abandoned me, most of my friends turned their backs on me, my ex-girlfriend put me in here, and I’ve lost both my decks.” He shook his head. “I’m a failure.”
Shadow knew that wasn’t true. The only thing Flash could have done was be stronger, but even that was questionable given he’s lived a relatively peaceful live. It’s not like people expect a middle schooler, even the son of The Phenomenon, to handle problems like this.
That said, it appeared the rumors of Shadow Games and tangible duel monster were real. In that case, it appears the rumors of the greats and their friends saving the world may be true as well. Still, Flash was just a kid, and no kid should have to bear that weight alone.
“Flash, what you’re experiencing is something everyone experiences in one way or another.” Shadow stated. “There are aspects of life we can’t control, and some of those aspects, for lack of a better term, screw us over.
They can bring us to the lowest point in our lives and some people don’t handle it well. Those that continue to push past those negative times will come out stronger in the end. Your father didn’t have an easy childhood under his father.
Even with that, he didn’t succumb to what that man wanted him to be. Magnus worked his butt off to become smarter and stronger. In the end, he beat his old man to gain control of the company and becoming the strongest duelist around.
True, he’s not here, but you are. Unlike your brother, who takes more after your mother, you take after him. You have his will to fight. You have his fire. I know things are hard but remember your father’s motto. It gave him strength, and it can do the same for you.”
“You learn more from failure than you do victory until one day you’ve learned enough not to fail again.” Flash stated quietly to himself. “With every failure, you need to pick yourself back up or you’ll never reach the next victory.”
“Right now, this situation is crummy. I tried talking to Forward, but he wouldn’t change his mind. Something changed in him, and he’s already gone. Your family is divided, People are out to get you, and you aren’t strong enough. You could be though.”
Flash looked at him as he tried to process everything. “What do you mean?”
“Whether you like it or not, people are going to target you. You’re the oldest of the family. The company technically falls into your ownership, even if the board and vice president will take care of all decisions until you’re of age.
That’s besides the point. With your father gone, you’re the main target of anyone that may be out there because of your grandfather. Beyond that, there are many after the company itself, and it’s clear there are threats out there capable of destruction.
It’s your choice, but I can’t remain stagnant. I’m going to go where your father learned to duel and train my skills. You can come with, or I can take you to Stygian, who will protect you. What will you do?”
Flash looked down at his bed sheets as his latest losses to Nathan and Sunset played in his mind. “I don’t know.” He tightly gripped the bedding with closed eyes. “I just don’t know.”
“Give it some thought.” Shadow stood. “Since you’re alright, I need to prepare.” He sat a key card on the table beside him. “I’ll go talk to the doctors. That key card is to a room at the Royal Hotel.” He walked to the door. “By the end of the week, I’ll need your answer.”
Canterlot: Day After…
The doctors had looked Flash over, but he didn’t have any injuries. While the doctors were unaware of what exactly happened, they were told he passed out, Flash knew he’d been hit with real damage. By all accounts, he shouldn’t be out of the hospital now.
He would have been out yesterday if the doctors didn’t want to keep him a day for observations. Now, Flash walked aimlessly until he came upon the crater that had been his home since he could remember.
At least he was alive, which was more than you could say for the others who tragically lost their lives. The crater had been sectioned off to prevent people from going in, but that didn’t stop them from leaving flowers or small objects in memory.
“Even seeing it in person, it’s hard to believe my home’s gone.” Flash shook his head. “How did things become this messed up?”
“I don’t know Flash.” A familiar voice stated. “I’m sorry all of this has happened.”
Flash turned and realized Twilight had arrived. He heard her and Shining had tried to visit him yesterday, but he cut himself off from visitors.
“Thanks Twilight.” Flash nodded. “Have you heard from the girls?”
Twilight sighed. “Since your suspension, I tried to find out what was wrong.” She shook her head in confusion. “I’m honestly not sure myself. It was like every little fight I’ve ever had with them was compounded into something bigger.
When it came to you, it was like my mind thought the worst of you even though I knew for a fact you’re a good person. Then, my mind suddenly became clear making me realize the truth of the situation. It was peculiar.”
“The darkness I saw around them. After my duel with Sunset, I know for a fact it wasn’t my imagination, but I don’t know the first thing about combating it.” Flash sighed. “I think Sunset had a hand in that.”
“Yeah, your uncle told us what happened between you two.” Twilight shook her head. “While I don’t believe all this Shadow Game nonsense, I do believe she’s responsible for what’s happened.”
“That sounds like you.” Flash managed a small smile before sighing. “What about Shining? How’s he taken my father’s absence?”
“He’s going to press on.” Twilight smiled. “Says he’s going to quit the force, work on his deck, and go into dueling full time. He’s set on becoming the next Phenomenon.”
“That sounds like him.” Flash stated.
For a couple of minutes, Twilight and Flash just stood there in silence as they stared at the crater.
Eventually, Flash stuck his hands in his pockets. “Twilight, don’t take this the wrong way, but I kind of just want to be alone.” He walked off. “Sorry.”
Twilight turned to look at his back. “I understand.”
Flash Industries
Flash stared at the building which had been one of his father’s greatest achievements. Aura Flash had given this company a terrible reputation. He only remained on top because he was able to bend the law. When Magnus took over, he made the company into an honest business.
Magnus’ talents, and the change he made to the staff, brought the world into a new age. Flash walked inside to see the company was progressing as smoothly as it had with his father. As for the lobby itself, it was decorated with some of the company’s achievements.
There were duel runners and duel disk displayed while the workers moved about, going from one place to another. People did notice and whisper about Flash, but they soon got back to work. Flash stared at the lobby and remembered the first time his father brought him here.
Past
A noticeably younger Flash, about 4 years old, wore a blue shirt with matching shorts as his father held his hand and took him into the lobby. The kid looked around at all the workers and dueling technology in wonder.
“What do you think Flash?” Magnus smiled. Pretty cool place, huh?”
Flash nodded in amazement. “Yeah.”
“Take it all in.” Magnus ruffled his son’s hair. “One day, it will be yours and Forward’s.”
Flash stared up at his father with wide eyes. “All of this will be ours?”
Magnus crouched before him. “There’s no one else I could see leaving this to, but if you don’t want it…”
“I want it! I want it!” Flash exclaimed.
“In that case, I’ll teach you everything I know.” Magnus nodded. “You’re a smart kid, so you’ll likely know more about this than I do before you’re meant to take over. Just keep this one thing in mind. Your workers are like a second family, and like family, we treat them right.”
“Alright.” Flash nodded. “I promise I’ll treat them just like you would.”
Magnus chuckled. “That’s my boy.”
Lobby: Present
“Well, if it isn’t Flash Sentry.” A familiar voice stated. “I didn’t think we would be seeing you so soon. Shows what I know.”
This brought Flash back to the present as he noticed a rather tall, thin man walking towards him. His skin was tan, he had dull green irises, and his hair was a light purple. He wore a white dress shirt with black pants, and a red coat overtop.
“Hello Capper.” Flash nodded solemnly. “Let’s just say, I have a rather important decision to make and decided to let my feet take me where they will.”
“I can hear that.” Capper nodded. “It must not be easy adjusting, but if you’re worried about Flash Industries, don’t be. I’ll take good care of it until you’re old enough to take over or the boss comes back. Whichever comes first.”
“You think he’ll be back?” Flash asked.
“By appearance, most assume I ain’t got faith; however, that couldn’t be further from the truth.” Capper stated. “Ever since the big man pulled me off the streets, he rubbed off on this urchin. He put faith in me, so I’ll put faith in him. Simple as that.”
“It is comforting to hear that from you.” Flash nodded. “I know you’ll look after this company as dad would have.”
“I will not only do that, but I’ll ensure you’re taken care of.” Capper shook his head. “It’s the least I can do. You ever need anything, come to Capper.”
Before Flash could speak, Stygian walked into the lobby. “Naturally, Harmonic Industries will do all it can to help you if you seek it as well Flash.”
“Uncle Stygian?” Flash asked. “What are you doing here?”
“I heard about all that happened, so I’ve come to show Harmonic Industries will keep its partnership with Flash Industries. In addition, I came to check on my family. In relation with that, I have a gift for you from your parents.”
“My parents left me something?” Flash questioned.
“There is an old saying.” Stygian nodded. “Hope for the best yet plan for the worst. Your father wanted to challenge The Cipher when he first showed up, but we of Harmonic Pillar convinced him to hold off. It was decided your mother would duel him first.
Before she departed, I had her and your father do a little something for me. Neither believed in it, but I’ve always theorized duel energy can be a powerful factor in creating a deck.” He produced a full deck, as well as an extra deck, yet showed each card was blank.
“I managed to have them imbue these cards with their duel energy. By having you take the deck, the son of the two whose energy flows through these cards, and taking it to a place of magical energy, I believe a new deck can be forged. I would recommend the Duel Sanctuary.”
Flash stared at the deck, and for a just a moment, he saw blazing red and cool blue energies flowing through the cards. “The Duel Sanctuary…”
Stygian cleared his throat. “I also have something your father gave me around the same time.” He took out a flash drive. “He recorded two messages just in case anything happened to him. One for you and one for Forward. This one is yours.”
Flash sighed as he took the deck, extra deck, and drive, tucking them away on his body. “Thank you, uncle.” He walked away from them towards the elevator. “Now, if you’ll excuse me, I believe I would like to see my father’s office.”
“Ah, of course.” Capper nodded. “Consider it as much yours as his.”
Flash entered the elevator without another word.
Once he was gone, Stygian turned to Capper. “While Magnus’ disappearance is unfortunate, I did mean what I said. Harmonic Industries will remain a loyal partner to Flash Industries.”
Capper nodded. “Ah, that is news which will put people at ease. It may not look it, but there is worry about what his disappearance means. With your continued support, I’m sure we can make it out of this, and ensure the people still have jobs.”
“Quite.” Stygian nodded. “We can discuss more over a cup of tea.”
“Some tea to calm the nerves may be what I need.” Capper walked on. “We can head to the employee cafeteria.”
A man in security attire came running up to them. “Vice President Capper, President Magnus’ office has been ransacked.”
“What?” Capper asked. “How did none of you notice this before? Is the perpetrator still in the building?”
“We don’t understand it ourselves sir.” The security officer stated. “One moment, everything looked fine on our monitors, the next saw the office devastated. As for the perpetrator, we are uncertain.”
“I want this place locked down before performing a sweep.” Capper ran to the stairs. “I’m going straight to Magnus’ office because I just sent his son up there alone.”
Stygian ran after him. “I’m right behind you Capper.”
Top Floor
The elevator stopped and dinged before the door opened. Flash stuck his hands in his pockets and walked to his dad’s office. He stopped at the end of the hallway before a set of double doors and pushed them open only to freeze. His dad’s office was in ruins.
Bookshelves were broken, books were scattered, the desk had been snapped in half with drawers tossed around, and a picture of the family lay broken. Where that picture had hung, there was an open, empty wall safe. Flash could care less about that.
This room was where every project Flash Industries undertook began. Beyond that, this was the room where Flash spent the most time with his father. This was the room where Flash felt the most comfortable talking with his dad, man to man.
Tears started to well in Flash’s eyes. Up to this point, he’s felt sadness yet hadn’t cried. Seeing this room, a place that could honestly be considered more of a home than the apartment, in ruins really made it hit home for Flash.
“Mom’s gone…Dad’s gone…My little brother left.” Flash collapsed to his knees as he felt a mixture of sadness and anger overtake him. “You were supposed to be the strongest duelist in the world, so what happened dad!? Why are you gone!?”
This was the state Stygian and Capper found him in when they arrived.
Flash’s Hotel Room, Evening…
Capper and Stygian saw Flash to the hotel. Currently he was just lying there as everything truly sunk in. He still felt terrible, yet also better having let the floodgates open. Even though he wasn’t in the mood to move, he could feel that flash drive in his pockets.
Flash forced himself to his feet, entered the bathroom, and splashed some water over his eyes to clear them. He then walked over to the coffee table, sat the blank deck and extra deck on it, and opened a nearby laptop. Flash then took the drive and plugged it in to find a folder with a video.
“Alright, let’s see what you’ve left me dad.” Flash thought as he pressed play.
His father appeared sitting in his office. “Flash, if you’re seeing this, Cipher bested me. For that, I am sorry. I gave it my all, but he proved too much. Now, you and Forward are all that’s left. By now, one of you will have been given that deck of blank cards.
I still don’t believe in what Stygian told me, but I suppose it can’t be out of the question considering everything Cipher has done. Look, I’m not going to tell you what to do because you’re a smart kid. You know what you will do better than I could tell you.
Just know I love you, and I haven’t left you with nothing. You have my burning spirit within you. Never forget that wherever you go and whatever you do. Remember, you have more potential than I ever did. Take care of yourself and look after your brother.”
The video faded, and for the first time since waking up, Flash gave a genuine smile.
One Week Later…
Flash finished packing what few things he had before tucking the blank deck and extra deck away. He then stopped to stare out the window before smiling. With everything that happened, this was no time to wallow in the past. He had a blazing spirit that demanded he move forward.
“Sorry Twilight, but I won’t be back for a while.” Flash was sending her a text. “I’m off to get stronger, but I promise I will be back. Hopefully, you are not mad at me. Farewell, my friend.”
He sent the text before taking the phone and setting it to factory reset. If he were going to grow, he would focus solely on training. He sat the phone on the coffee table before leaving the room.
Outside the Hotel
Shadow looked at his watch and sighed as it read 1 minute until noon. “Looks like he’s really not coming.” He started walking down the sidewalk. “I’ll have to call Stygian to…”
Flash came running out the door. “Uncle Shadow, wait up!” Shadow turned to see his nephew running after him. “I want to come with you!”
Shadow smiled. “You sure you’re up for it?”
Flash nodded. “I did a lot of thinking this past week, and plenty of people told me what I needed to hear. The fact is, things suck, but if I let life get me down, the blazing spirit goes out with me. That’s why I’ll become a duelist worthy of surpassing my father.”
“Alright, I have a car parked at the end of the street. We may be uncle and nephew, but once we get to the Duel Sanctuary, we’ll be fellow students.” Shadow held out his hand. “Let’s work hard to help each other grow.”
Flash shook the offered hand. “Yeah.”
The pair walked down the sidewalk before arriving at a black car. Once they were inside, they were off down the road.
“I’ll return once I’m stronger.” Flash stared out at the city. “I promise.”

	
		Master Scorpan



Old Duel Sanctuary: Days Later, Evening…
Shadow and Flash had been on the road for a few days with stops along the way for fueling, rest, or to use the bathroom. Their last stop had been in Heartland City, and while Flash would have loved to see where Yuma Tsukumo and Kite Tenjo lived, he was on a mission.
The pair left the city and eventually parked near a long set of stairs which were cracked with grass poking through. This seemed odd to Flash, but Shadow hadn’t commented on it as he started to climb the stairs. Flash joined him while wondering who taught his father how to duel.
Naturally, Flash had asked his father, but every time Magnus would respond by telling him he’d find out one day. Eventually, he just stopped asking. After a lot of climbing, the pair finally made it to the top with Flash falling to his hands and knees.
“So, you finally made it Shadow Lock.” Flash heard an old man’s voice. “I was wondering how many of you would be left. This must be Magnus’ oldest. I’m not impressed if he can’t make the simple walk up here.”
Flash looked up to find a rath muscular old man with brown skin, a full white mane, and black irises. He wore a long-sleeved black with white trim shirt, brown with silver accented pants, and red shoes.
“I know he isn’t giving the best impression Master Scorpan, but you must understand he is just a child.” Shadow stated. “He has not…”
“There will be no excuses.” Scorpan interrupted. “Magnus was in much better shape when he was his age and seemed far more impressive to boot. Do you honestly expect me to waste my time with him?”
Flash didn’t like Scorpan’s words, but it’s not like he could rebuke them. Right now, he wasn’t going to be prideful when he needed this training.
Flash walked over to Scorpan and got on his hands and knees. “Master Scorpan, please do not turn me away. I know I lack much, but I’m willing to learn. Just give me a chance.”
“A chance you say?” Scorpan thought about it. “There is one test I can give, but if you muck it up, I will not train you. Understand? This is your one chance.”
“I understand.” Flash stated.
“Very well.” Scorpan stated. “You will follow me while Shadow remains out here.” The old man walked towards the sanctuary. “I will not allow you to have outside help.”
“Alright, I’ll be here.” Shadow stated.
Flash nodded before running after Scorpan.
Inside the Decaying Sanctuary
Flash followed Scorpan as they walked through run down halls. The walls, ceiling, and floor were all cracked yet surprisingly clean. Still, Flash wouldn’t want to live here, but he wasn’t about to say anything to the man he wanted training from.
“The test you are about to undertake was something Yuma Tsukumo did long, long ago.” Scorpan stated. “The difference between you and him is that I am looking for something in you. Something that proves you are worthy of my training.”
Flash recoiled as Scorpan glared at him. “This boy…I can tell he wants to be great, yet true confidence is something he lacks.” He pressed on. “The Duel Sanctuary was a place of knowledge. Many incredible duelists mastered their craft here.
Unfortunately, as time goes on, a place like this becomes harder and harder to maintain. Especially with the changing tides of duel monsters. Every student I have taken learns to duel in a place more fitting to this age. You will only see it if I deem you worthy.”
Scorpan led Flash into a rather large room that was rather barren; however, there seemed to be spaces sectioned out where something had once gone. The only thing this room contained were two podiums with rather large decks on them.
Flash could feel a raw, untapped energy in the air. “W-what is this place?”
“This is where you will be tested.” Scorpan nodded. “Stand over there and face me.”
Flash did as he was told and came to face the master.
(Flash 4000/Scorpan 4000)
“Your father never believed in magic, but it’s always been deeply ingrained in the game of duel monsters.” A white light glowed on Flash’s field as wooden carvings of Dark Magician and Dark Magician Girl appeared.
“Duelist who could harness the magic became powerful in their own right; however, just because you have magic, it doesn’t make you infallible.” Dark light glowed on Scorpan’s field as wooden carvings of Blue-Eyes White Dragon and Red-Eyes Black Dragon appeared.
“In addition, there are duelist who have the power to beat those with magic yet never have it themselves. Now, look at these carvings on the field. Currently, they cannot move, change battle position, and have 0 ATK. What you need to do is unlock their power.”
“What?” Flash was wide eyed. “How do I achieve that?”
“Figure it out boy.” Scorpan stated. “Making them move is only the first step, but if you truly have any potential, it’s a first step you need to take.”
“Alright, think Flash. Monster’s that cannot move, change battle position, and have 0 ATK. That sounds like they are under a card effect, but my opponent hasn’t played anything.” Flash stared at the field. “Wait, I’ve seen a bit of this magic, and magic was what brought them to the field.
 
If what he says about duel monsters being linked to magic is true, my deck must hold the key to awakening them. I just need to get such a card in my opening hand.” Flash drew his starting hand, but it felt rather clunky since he was holding carvings.
“Alright, get ready because I’m here to prove myself.” Flash declared. “I activate Thousand Knives. You said what my monsters couldn’t do, but you never listed other card effects as a no go. That is why my Dark Magician will use his knives to destroy Red-Eyes B. Dragon.”
Dark Magician didn’t move, but wooden knives appeared before destroying the statue.
Scorpan scoffed. “Is that all you got?”
“Well, no.” Flash thought it’d been a good move. “I also drew the equip spell Zoned Movement. I can equip this card to any one monster on my field and negate the negative effects on them. In addition, if that monster is used to summon another, the new monster is equipped with this card.
I know this monster may have been Yugi Muto’s, but I’ve known it as the ace of my friend, Twilight Sparkle. That’s who’s in my thoughts as I set him free from his imprisonment. Be free Dark Magician(LV 7/2500/2000 effect).
“Interesting.” Scorpan crossed his arms. “Let’s see what you will do now.”
“I’ll summon Strength of Prophecy(LV 4/0/0).” A statue carving of a woman spellcaster appeared. “While she is bound like the rest, I need her ability to raise the level of a spellcaster and their ATK by 500. I target Dark Magician Girl(LV 7/500/0 effect).”
“Hm, two level 7 monsters.” Scorpan stated. “Color me impressed for the first time since I saw you.”
“Just wait because everything is coming together.” Flash stated. “I’m overlaying Dark Magician and Dark Magician Girl to Xyz Summon Hierophant of Prophecy(R 7/O 2/2800/2600 effect).” A man adorned in fancy wear and wielding a staff appeared.
“Thanks to Zoned Movement, he can attack. Hierophant strike down Blue-Eyes with Prophetic Blast!” The monster spun his staff creating a seal of light in the air before it launched at Blue-Eyes, decimating it (Flash 4000/Scorpan 1200). “I end my turn.”
“He can duel with confidence, but there’s always an underlying sense of unease. He may be worth teaching, but he has a long way to go.” Scorpan drew. “I activate Card Destruction. We now discard and draw until we hold a hand equal to the number discarded.
I then activate my Statue Zone field spell.” Scorpan stated. “This field spell removes the seal on all statue monsters.” The area became a purple mist as red particles came off Strength of Prophecy(LV 4/1500/1400) causing him to become like a normal monster.
“Now, I activate Dragon’s Mirror which allows me to use monsters in my grave or field to fusion summon. I’m combing the Blue-Eyes White Dragon you sent to my grave with the other two I discard thanks to Card of Destruction.”
“That’s not good.” Flash stated.
“How right you are.” Scorpan declared. “Three dragons with eyes of blue combine into a power beyond that of the Ultimate Dragon. Fusion Summon Neo-Blue Eyes Ultimate Dragon(LV 12/4500/3800).” A colossal, three headed dragon with blue eyes appeared.
Flash stared up at the monster in awe. “Neo Ultimate Dragon.”
“You still have a lot to learn.” Scorpan stated. “On that note, you moved a monster, but you’re far too concerned with your own feelings to take theirs into account. As such, you have failed to truly move a monster.”
Flash was confused. “I don’t get it.”
“What you lack is perspective.” Scorpan stated. “Allow me to enlighten you.”
Flash started to feel rather funny. Eventually, he found that he was starting down Neo-Blues Ultimate Dragon. The dragon roared and Flash looked at himself only to find he was Hierophant of Prophecy.
“No way!” Flash looked back to see that he was a wood carving. “This is freaking me out!”
“You’re focusing on the wrong things kid.” Scorpan stated firmly. “Neo-Blue Eyes Ultimate White Dragon, wipe out Strength of Prophecy with Neo Neutron Blast!”
The dragons fired three white beams at Strength, and as the beams washed over the monster, Flash observed them scream. “Strength!”
(Flash 1000/Scorpan 1200)
“Since Ultimate Dragon is the only face-up monster I control, I can send any Blue-Eyes Fusion monster from my extra deck to the grave to allow my dragon to attack again. I’ll send the original ultimate dragon to gear him up for another blast leveled at you.”
“What?” Flash floated back a bit. “Please, don’t do it!”
“That’s where your problem lies.” Scorpan stated getting his attention. “When you learn how powerful your opponent is, you tremble in fear. That alone is not a bad thing because it’s something that even our monsters do.
They are forced to confront their fears every time they are summoned. The difference between you and them is the fact that they have the courage to confront their fear head on. Now, feel their fear! Neo-Ultimate, wipe Hierophant off the field with Neo Neutron Blast!”
The attack washed over Hierophant leaving Flash as the only one being attacked (Flash 0/Scorpan 1200). The younger duelists came crashing to the ground.
Scorpan approached him as he recovered. “So, did you feel it? The fear a monster must wrestle with every time you summon it to battle in your name?” Flash said nothing as he looked at the ground. “You must first tame your fear. Master it.
Only then will you truly move a monster. In other words, grow a backbone boy. Yuma Tsukumo and every duelist before him had serious back bone. Confidence can be a powerful weapon, but without true confidence, your deck will betray you.”
“I never knew how much my monsters and I had in common.” Flash clenched his fist. “In the end, I let them down.” He shook his head. “I don’t want to fail my monsters again.”
Flash and Scorpan both noticed cool blue and fiery red lights coming from Flash’s pocket. He reached in and pulled out the blank deck. As he touched it, the energies became a brilliant white as every card filled out with a monster. Once the light subsided, Flash saw he had a deck.
“What is this?” Flash asked. “Is this in response to what Stygian mentioned before?”
Scorpan was no stranger to magic and duel energy. “That deck answered your change.” Flash looked at the older man. “When we are at our lowest, we are open to the greatest change. What you experienced was that change, and your deck answered in kind.”
“My deck…The one my parents left me.” Flash looked at the cards. “The monsters in these cards decided to put their trust in me. With what Scorpan’s showed me, I won’t let them down. I’ll become a duelist worthy to wield them. Worthy of their trust.”
Scorpan started walking towards the exit. “You’ll have plenty of time to master your new deck while training under me. For now, let us return to Shadow.”
“Wait, are you saying I passed?” Flash stood. “I didn’t win.”
Scorpan stopped but didn’t look back at him. “You have far too much to learn, foolish child. I never once said you had to beat me to pass.” He started walking again. “Now, come along before I change my mind.”
Flash followed him as he did not want Scorpan to drop him.
Outside, Evening…
Scorpan and Flash exited the sanctuary to find Shadow leaning against a nearby tree, going over his deck.
When he saw Flash, Shadow came right over hoping for good news. “So, how did it go?”
“The boy has potential, even if he just barely got me to see it, so I will take you both on as students.” Scorpan nodded. “That said, I have three rules you two must follow, or I will punish you with physical exercise until you drop.
One, you do what I say with no complaints nor questions. Two, you never tell me you can’t do something as I will not hear of it. Three, you must commit 1000% to my training. You two commit fully, and by the time we are done, I may just have been glad to be your mentor.”
“We will follow your rules.” Flash/Shadow chimed.
“Alright, before we go any further, you will tell me what your goals are.” Scorpan stated. “Shadow, you will go first followed by Flash.”
“My goal.” Shadow stated. “I’ve thought about it and concluded that I will pick up where Shining left off with the police force. Currently, he’s the most qualified to ascend to the role of Phenomenon. That’s why I’ll become a member of the police force and ascend to captain.”
“I see.” Scorpan looked at Flash. “You’re up.”
“A lot has gone wrong recently, and I’m out to fix it.” Flash stated. “In order to fix the wrongs, I need the skills of what my dream was. I need to become the best duelist. That’s why I will become the next Phenomenon.”
“The next Phenomenon, huh?” Scorpan scoffed. “You do realize you’ll need to master practically all forms of dueling, right?”
“I’m aware, but I’m willing to put in the work.” Flash stated.
Scorpan chuckled. “We’ll see how you feel once training begins. Be prepared kid because I’m not going to take it easy on you. If you do become the next Phenomenon, I will not have you standing as a weak symbol. Am I clear?”
“Crystal, sir.” Flash stated without hesitation. “Please, give me the training I need.”
Scorpan stared at Flash for a good few minutes before reaching into his pocket and pulling out a slip of paper. The Neo Sanctuary is at the location provided. Take the night to relax, report there in the morning, and I’ll give you a tour. You two will then settle in before training the next day.”
Without another word, Scorpan left.
“I never realized just how tough Scorpan could be.” Shadow shook his head. “No wonder Magnus became the duelist he was.”
“Scorpan is tough, but I think he knows what he’s doing.” Flash nodded. “Anyways, where are we sleeping?”
“This old sanctuary may look like it’s falling apart, but nothing’s going to come crashing down.” Shadow stated. “I suggest we make camp here since we’ll need to be up early tomorrow to make it to the Neo Sanctuary.”
“Sounds fine to me.” Flash stated.
Neo Sanctuary: Next Day, Afternoon…
Shadow and Flash had arrived at the location they’d been given only to find even more stairs. Once up there, they were met by Scorpan who toured them around. This sanctuary was massive. Plenty of places to duel, work out, and a track meant for duel runners.
The sanctuary building was easily big enough to accommodate Scorpan and 15 students easy. As Shadow had explained to Flash, Scorpan didn’t take on vast amounts of students. He was a man that valued quality over quantity.
The group ended their tour before a set of double doors as Scorpan turned towards them. “This room is the largest of the entire sanctuary as this is where the marks of all the past students, dating well before Yuma, are placed.”
Scorpan opened the doors and they stepped in to see statue upon statue of famous duel monsters ranging from Yugi’s time all the way to Yuma’s. They were everywhere and even had multiple floors dedicated to them.
“Each statue is of a duel monster chosen by a student and carved by the master.” Scorpan stated. “If you two manage to survive my training, it will be my honor to make statues for you.”
He then walked towards the doors, leaving the pair to stare at the room in wonder.
“Dark Magician, Elemental Hero Neos, Stardust Dragon, and Number 39: Utopia.” Flash zeroed in on four monster which were arranged on the right before looking to the left. “Blue-Eyes White Dragon, Armed Dragon Level 7, Red Dragon Archfiend, and Galaxy-Eyes Photon Dragon.
The monsters of the best and their rivals.” His gaze shifted to countless other monster around the room. “Someday, I will reach their level. That’s what I vow as we stand here gazing at all these monsters of legend.”
“I know you will achieve that bud.” Shadow was glad to see that Flash back to his usual self. “Come on, we should get settled into our rooms.” He put an arm around his nephew. “Don’t want Master Scorpan yelling at us for lounging about.”
Flash nodded. “Yeah.”
Neo Sanctuary: Garage, 2 Years Later…
Flash had grown well in the past two years as his body better developed, and he gained some height. He now wore a pair of jeans, a white shirt with his blue shield on the front, and an open, black leather jacket. The now teen was currently checking over his duel runner.
Using everything dad taught him, along with some trial and error, he had a ride he was proud to call his own. It was a streamlined, dark blue duel runner with black ascents. He took a bit of inspiration from Crow Hogan and decided to add some wings as well.
You never knew when the ability to glide would come in handy. Not to mention, it allowed him to come up with what he thought was an appropriate name given everything he’s been through. He started on a high note, fell hard, and was working his way to greater heights.
In Flash’s mind, he wanted his runner’s name to reflect that, so he dubbed it Blue Phoenix. He thought it represented him well, and you never heard legends about a blue phoenix. Most would call that an impossibility, like Flash’s own dream.
While this ride wasn’t a real phoenix, it was now a blue phoenix that existed. This meant the impossible was possible if you thought outside the box. By this runner’s existence, it meant that his seemingly impossible dream could come true.
Flash finished checking over his runner with a smile. “Looks like I’m ready to go.” He grabbed a nearby blue helmet and threw it on before speeding out atop his ride. “Any later and I’d be late for my duel with Shadow.”
Observation Box
Scorpan led Celestia into a box, with comfortable seating, which had a view of the track. Currently, Shadow was down there with a streamlined, red duel runner with black accents. Neither student had any idea that their duel would be watched.
“I must say, you do a wonderful job keeping this complex running after all this time.” Celestia stated. “If this is where Magnus trained, I can see why he was such a powerful duelist.”
“As someone who has and continues to keep up with all forms of dueling, these grounds are a natural result. When I set out to train students, I put my all into helping them reach their goals.” Scorpan stated.
“You know Scorpan, this facility once trained the greatest duel team.” Celestia stated. “Perhaps you should consider creating your own team once more.”
Scorpan walked towards the window with a sad sigh. “Look at how well that worked out Celestia. They’re gone. Even Magnus, my prized student, lost to Cipher. That’s six former students just gone.”
“You can’t blame yourself for that Scorpan.” Celestia walked up to him and put a hand on his back. “They made their choice to face Cipher. While they may have lost, it was the right choice. At the time, they were our best bet we had of stopping him.”
Scorpan shrugged her off. “It may as well have been my fault.”
“If you continue to feel this way, why did you take Flash Sentry under your wing?” Celestia questioned. “Why did you add Shadow as a student? Surely you must know what they are going to do with your training.”
“I know.” Scorpan stated. “I know they are going to duel him if they can find him. Shadow has some history with me; however, I was reluctant to train Flash until I saw that look in his eyes. He is so much like his father, yet his potential exceeds his.”
He shook his head. “Maybe some part of me hopes that potential will come to fruition, and he’ll beat The Cipher. Perhaps, in some ways, it’s made me attached to him.” He sighed. “I know this may not make sense to you, but it’s how I’ve come to rationalize things.”
“Losing most of his students has impacted Scorpan more than I thought.” Celestia nodded. “I’m sorry things have been rough, old friend. The fact that you’ve held up this well, and still have hope, is a testament to how strong you are.”
The pair saw Flash arrive on the duel field.
“I believe we’ve gotten off topic.” Scorpan regained his composure. “It’s time for my student to prove why he should be scouted for your team.”
Runner Field
Flash pulled up alongside Shadow.
The man smiled at his nephew. “I didn’t think you were ever going to show up.”
“Sorry, but this will be my ride’s first duel.” Flash had been building his runner over the long run. “Had to make sure everything was ready, you know?”
“I can understand that, so let’s see how well it runs.” Shadow hopped onto his runner. “Show me how much you’ve improved.”
Flash smiled. “It would be my pleasure.”
The pair revved up their runners before taking off. “Let’s Duel!”
(Flash 4000/Shadow 4000)
“I’m taking command.” Shadow declared as he sped forward. “I normal summon Mirror Resonator(LV 1/0/0).” A fiend with a demonic mirror on its back appeared. “Since I normal summoned a Resonator, I can special summon Red Warg(LV 6/700/2000 effect).”
A bipedal, red wolfman appeared. “Due to the way he was summoned, his ATK is halved. Not that it matters when my resonator gives Warg a tune up to Synchro for 7. Synchro Summon Exploder Dragonwing(LV 7/2400/1600).” A black and orange bipedal dragon appeared.
“Is that all you got?” Flash questioned with a smirk. “Come on, don’t hold out.”
“I wasn’t planning on it.” Shadow declared. “Since a Synchro monster is on the field, I can special summon Synkron Resonator(LV 1/100/100).” A fiend with synchro green and gold metal on its back appeared. “Now Synkron will give Exploder a tune up to Synchro for 8.
Red dragon of kings and powerhouse of the signer dragons; show our opponent our bond. Synchro summon Red Dragon Archfiend(LV 8/3000/2000).” A huge, red and black dragon flew down before flying with Shadow.
“Now that’s what I’m talking about.” Flash stated happily.
“You won’t be smiling for long.” Shadow declared. “First, Snykron Resonator was sent from the field to the grave, so I can add any resonator from my grave to my hand except Synkron. I choose Mirror Resonator.
I then set one card before activating Card of Sanctity. This allows each of us to draw until we hold 6 cards in our hand. That is five for me and one for you. I’ll then end my turn, so it’s your move Flash.”
Observation Box
That’s quite the first turn for Shadow.” Celestia stated. “I still remember a time when he couldn’t think of competing with Magnus, but now I’m not sure how well he’d do.”
“That’s because Magnus was my true student when they were a team.” Scorpan stated. “This time around, I pushed Shadow to draw out the true power of his deck.”
Duel Runner Field
“Since you Synchro summoned, I’ll follow suit.” Flash drew. “I summon Synchron Magician(LV 2/PS 2/700/1400).” A young boy with short white hair and white robes appeared. “If he’s used for a Synchro summon, one of the materials can come from my hand.
So, Synchron Magician will give the Level 4 Wisdom-Eye Magician in hand a tune up to Synchro for 7. Blitz your opponent with gale force winds. Synchro summon Clear Wing Fast Dragon(LV 7/PS 4/2500/2000).” A white and green dragon appeared.
“Should have figured he’d go with one of his Synchros first.” Shadow thought.
“Now observe as I put his power to good use.” Flash continued. “Once per turn, Fast Dragon can negate the effects of one monster you control and zero out their ATK. All you have is your Red Dragon. Go, Depletion Wing!”
Fast Dragon roared as he beat his wings and sent forth green wind at the opponent.
Red Dragon Archfiend(LV 8/0/2000 effect)
“Now Fast Dragon, attack with Rotation Sky Strike!” On Flash’s command, Fast Dragon spun and cloaked himself in green air as he rushed forward to drive himself through Red Dragon Archfiend (Flash 4000/Shadow 1500). “I’ll then set one card to end my turn.”
Observation Box
“Impressive.” Celestia stated. “The fact he has Pendulum monsters shows he has the potential to Pendulum summon, and he actually performed a Synchro summon.”
“Flash has worked hard to the point he can Pendulum, Fusion, Synchro, and Xyz summon with that deck of his.” Scorpan informed.
“Really?” Celestia was impressed. “My, his skills have grown more than I imagined.”
Runner Field
“With this next move, I’m not holding back.” Shadow drew. “First, I activate my face down Archfiend’s Roar. By paying 500 life points, I can special summon any 1 Archfiend I wish from my grave (Flash 4000/Shadow 1000).
He will be destroyed at the end of the turn, but that’s hardly going to matter. Welcome back Red Dragon Archfiend(LV 8/3000/2000). Since I control a Dragon-Type Synchro monster with a level of at least 8, I can special summon Red Nova(LV 1/0/0).”
A gray skinned, pointy eared child with red wings appeared. “Now, it’s time to put the finishing touches on my combo by normal summoning Clock Resonator(LV 3/1200/600).” A small fiend with a clock on its back appeared.
“This is it!” Flash flipped his face down. “I activate Altar for Tribute. I now select one monster I control and send it to the graveyard to increase my life points by the ATK of said monster. I only control Clear Wing Fast Dragon (Flash 6500/Shadow 1000).”
“That will keep you in the game, but it in no way prevents what I’m about to do.” Shadow declared. “Red Nova and Clock Resonator will double tune Red Dragon Archfiend to Synchro for 12.
Calumnious monster from the depths of my Extra Deck, rise and show our ultimate power. Synchro summon Hot Red Dragon Archfiend Calamity(LV 12/4000/3500).” A colossal four-armed dragon with large wings appeared.
Observation Booth
“That monster is massive.” Celestia stated shocked. “To think Shadow could pull off a double tunning.”
“That’s nothing compared to that monster’s effects.” Scorpan nodded. “Flash was right to activate his face down when he did.”
Runner Field
“When Calamity is Synchro summoned, I can keep my opponent from activating effects for the rest of the turn.” Shadow thought. “Additionally, when he destroys a monster, he can inflict damage equal to that monster’s ATK. I haven’t revealed this to Flash, yet he countered it.” 
Shadow couldn’t keep himself from smiling at just how far his surrogate nephew has come. Of course, this might be a different story if Flash wasn’t a big nerd on cards of the past. As things stood, the time he spent studying them was paying off.
“When Calamity is Synchro summoned, you can no longer activate cards or their effects until this turn is over.” At least Shadow could block off his hand and grave plays. “Now, Calamity attack you directly with Calumnious Devastation!”
Calamity held his two, smaller hands up as he created a sphere of fire over his head before launching it at Flash (Flash 2500/Shadow 1000). With that, I end my turn. Let’s see what you got to deal with this.”
Observation Box
“Despite managing to weather that turn, Flash is still at a disadvantage.” Celestia stated.
“He is.” Scorpan smiled slightly. “Much like his father, a disadvantage is just an opportunity.”
Runner Field
“My move.” Flash drew. “Time to set my scales with Scale 1 Purple Poison Magician & Scale 8 Tuner Magician.” A purple robbed magician rose to the left of Flash while an orange robbed magician rose to his right.
Shadow smiled. “I’m so proud of you Flash.”
“Swing pendulum of my soul. Carve and arc through space and time.” Flash declared. “Pendulum summon Wisdom-Eye Magician(LV 4/1500/1500) and Black Fang Magician(LV 4/1700/800).” A black robbed magician and a white & black robbed magician appeared.
“Now, I build the overlay network with my two level 4 monsters. Cloaked in shadows and relentless in his objective, descend! I Xyz summon Dark Rebellion Xyz Dragon(R 4/O 2/2500/2000)!”
A black dragon with purple and green accents appeared roaring. “I then activate Dark Rebellion’s effect. By detaching one overlay unit, until the end of this turn, he can cut any level 5 or higher monster’s ATK in half and gains what your monster loses. I target Calamity.”
Hot Red Dragon Archfiend Calamity(LV 12/2000/3500)
 
Dark Rebellion Xyz Dragon(R 4/O 1/4500/2000)
“I only need one, so let’s finish this now Dark Rebellion!” Flash called out, causing Xyz to surge with lighting. “Take down Calamity with Lightning Revolt Disobey!”
Dark Rebellion flew at Calamity who tried to stop the dragon with its much larger arms; however, Dark Rebellion was much too fast at this point, and he slammed into the opposing dragon. Calamity surged with lighting before shattering (Flash 2500/Shadow 0).
Shadow’s Duel Runner spluttered out while Flash drove back to his uncle. “You did good bud. Real good. Your father would be proud.”
“Thanks Uncle.” Flash got off his runner and hugged him. “That means a lot.”
Observation Box
“That was a most impressive display.” Celestia took an envelope from her pocket. “I believe I’ve seen all I need.” She gave it to Scorpan. “Tell Flash he’s been scouted by Harmonious Element, and we’ll be expecting him in one week.”
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Neo Duel Sanctuary: Dining room, Evening…
Flash and Shadow were essentially having a feast. Flash had no idea how his uncle managed to pull it off out here, but Shadow had gotten pizzas, a couple two liters of cream soda, and hot wings delivered. Now the two were eating while watching the nearby flat screen.
It was currently tuned to an interview with Shining Armor and Capper. The interviewer was apparently some new talk show host that was quickly rising in popularity called Autumn Blaze. She had white skin, green fingernails, long autumn colored hair, and light green eyes.
“Welcome to Blaze Talks!” Autumn spoke with a great amount of energy, and the people in the audience clapped. “I know you’re all excited to be here, but our guests deserves more of your praise. Our first guest is the current president of Flash Industries, Capper!”
The people cheered once more, and Capper waved. “Our second guest is none other than our reigning Duel Phenomenon, two years running, Shining Armor.” Once more, there were cheers while Shining simply nodded. “I’m so glad you could both make it.”
Capper hadn’t really changed much, and Shining looked about the same; however, his attire had changed. He now wore a no sleeved purple shirt, golden pants with purple stripes down both sides, matching boots, and a blue chain around his neck.
“I think I speak for both of us when I say we are happy to be here.” Capper stated.
“I can’t argue with that.” Shining nodded. “Normally, I am more for direct interaction with my fans, but interviews like this are important. Especially when today is concerned.”
The silence both on T.V and in the room was palpable.
“That’s right, I forgot that it was today.” Flash set his slice of pizza down.
Shadow muted the T.V and looked at him. “Flash, are you okay?”
“It just hit me that this was the day everything changed.” Flash stated. “I hadn’t thought of it until just now.”
“You know that isn’t true.” Shadow stated. “I can see it. You subconsciously think about them every day. Every time I see you about to give up, their memories keep you going. That day is your motivation, and it’s why you’ve become strong.”
“You really think so?” Flash asked.
“I know so.” Shadow stated.
“Thank you.” Flash nodded. “Would you mind unmuting the T.V?” He took a drink of his soda. “I think I’d like to hear what they have to say.”
Shadow smiled. “Sure.”
He unmuted the T.V, and the conversation picked back up.
“…While today is a day to remember, it is not why I’ve brought you two here.” Autumn stated. “You two, along with Stygian who couldn’t make it today, are some of the biggest figures in this new age of dueling. My question is, do you think we’ll be ready if/when The Cipher reappears?”
“That’s a pretty big question considering he seemingly vanished the night he took Magnus down.” Capper replied.
“Though, it is an apt question to ask.” Shining stated. “Two years ago, practically every strong duelist was gone. Now, we see new talent every duel season. If we follow logic, once he perceives we’ve stagnated, The Cipher will reappear.”
“That is what worries so many.” Autumn nodded. “For a solid month, the whole world feared what the Cipher would do even though he never once appeared. It was only through your victory at the impromptu tournament that hope returned Shining.”
“Alright, Alright. Fair point.” Capper held up his hands. “To answer your earlier question, Flash Industries has been working closely with Harmonic Industries to continuously improve the dueling systems.”
“Interesting.” Autumn stated. “Has there been any word on new rules pertaining to play?”
“Nothing will change.” Capper assured. “Pendulums will play as they always have while the newly released Link monsters will not limit any other methods.”
“I believe that will put many duelists at ease.” Autumn stated. “Shining Armor, do you have anything you’d like to add?”
“My team, Crystal Heart, is ready to defend its place as the number 1 team in the world, and that goes double for me with my tittle. If anyone out there wishes to beat us, they’ll have to bring their A game. Cipher, if you’re listening, the next time you appear, I will stop you.”
“Powerful words.” Autumn stated. “I’m sorry to say that is all the time we have for this segment. I’d like to thank you both for coming out. May your future endeavors work out for you. When we come back…”
Flash turned off the T.V.
“Looks like Shining is gearing up to win the tittle a third time.” Shadow stated. “Considering what I’ve managed to see, his game may very well surpass that of Magnus’.”
“It’s practically a certainty.” Flash nodded. “After dad was taken, he was the strongest duelist and the best choice.” He smiled. “This year, things are different. I’m thankful he held the title, but I will beat him. No matter what team I must duel for.”
“Fortunately, you won’t have to search too hard.” Scorpan walked into the room holding the envelop. “Harmonious Element of Canterlot has scouted you for their team.” He threw the envelop to Flash. “Come next week, you got a team.”
Flash caught the envelop and stared at it in shock. “I’ve already been scouted.” He looked to Scorpan. “How?”
“It was your duel today.” Scorpan stated. “Unbeknownst to you and Shadow, I invited their new owner to observe you, and she was impressed.”
“This is great!” Flash smiled as he jumped out of his seat. “It’s the first step towards getting a shot at the tittle.”
“It also means I’m done teaching you two, so I expect your sorry butts off my sanctuary by tomorrow.” Scorpan crossed his arms. “You complain, and I’ll make you run the sanctuary until you collapse before shipping you out myself.”
By now, Flash understood what his master meant. “I’m going to miss you as well, Master Scorpan.” He smiled. “Thanks for everything.”
Shadow came to stand a bit behind Flash and put a hand on his shoulder. “Yeah, it means a lot that you did this for us. You not only trained us, but it’s thanks to you that Flash was given what he needed. 2 years out of the spotlight to grow. Thank you.”
Scorpan’s tough exterior wavered slightly towards a softer expression, but he refused to let them see it. “I’m not going to miss either of you.” He turned away from them. “You two are trouble, and I’ll be glad to be rid of you.”
Scorpan left them there.
“He really doesn’t like emotion, huh?” Flash asked.
“He used to be much softer than this, but I can’t blame him.” Shadow patted his shoulder. “The old guy’s always been tough, but I think the loss of your father really got to him. Scorpan never had any children and Magnus’ own father, as you know, was horrible.
Sometimes, I think Magnus was originally given the wrong father. In the end, I think that’s a big part of his worry about you Flash. As hard as he tried, he couldn’t stop himself from seeing family in you.”
“To him, it must feel like history is repeating itself.” Flash looked at his deck box before gaining a look of determination. “Well, I won’t allow it. When I duel The Cipher, I will win, and I will bring everyone back.”
Shadow ruffled Flash’s hair before moving past him. “Well, it’ll have to wait.” He stopped at the doorway. “Considering the old man wants us out tomorrow, we have some packing to do.”
Outside: Morning…
Flash never really owned much out here, so his duel runner could hold what he had while he rode it back to Canterlot. He would have traveled with his uncle if only he were heading home as well; however, Sector Security’s academy was in Neo Domino City.
Flash sighed. “Looks like I’m finally ready.”
Shadow approached him. “That’s good to hear.”
Flash turned to face his uncle and there was a long stretch of silence between them. For two years, Shadow had been there for him, and that meant everything to the teen.
“Thank you for everything.” Flash hugged his uncle. “Not a lot of people would have looked out for a kid like me the way you have.”
“It’s been my pleasure.” Shadow hugged his nephew back. “You have my number, so don’t be afraid to call.” He pulled back. “If you need me, I will drop everything to come running.”
“I’ll keep that in mind.” Flash stated.
“Also, walk tall Flash.” Shadow stated. “In the eyes of many, they’ll see you as just a child, but you’re a man.” He nodded. “Now, get going before I change my mind.”
“Yeah, I should hit the road.” Flash got on his runner. “See you later, uncle.”
“See you later, bud.” Shadow stated.
Shadow watched as Flash took off for the dirt road at the back of the sanctuary, and only left once he could no longer see him. “Good luck Flash.”
 
Scorpan had watched his students from the second story bay window of the housing complex. “Do your best you two, and don’t disappear like the rest.”
Canterlot: Days Later, Morning…
With no need to hurry, since he left well ahead of his scouting date, Flash was able to take his time getting back to Canterlot. That said, he hadn’t completely left his arrival up in the air. He had a plan, and it ensured his arrival the morning of his scouting date.
As Flash rode through Canterlot, he smiled as it was still recognizable. He feared his old home would have changed far too much in the past two years. While some things were bound to be different, the duelist felt he could navigate this place with little difficulty.
While he would have enjoyed stopping in at Sugar Cube Corner or Flash Industries, he wanted to make a good first impression on the team he was looking to join. Once he was settled in, there’d be plenty of time for that, so he rode on through the city.
Heart of Canterlot
Flash parked his runner on the street and took off his helmet to stare at the complex before him. It was a huge, walled off section of the city that had seen many changes over the years. Every so often, someone would start a team here only to disband once they couldn’t hack it.
As a result, the state of this place was constantly in flux from abandoned to occupied. In truth, what laid inside those walls didn’t particularly scream city. It was acres upon acres of land with trees and ponds. All the buildings were placed to live with nature.
It helped that traffic around here was rather limited. Anyways, the buildings themselves had been beautifully crafted from stone that only added to the feel of nature with calming blue roofs. When you can’t hack it as a team, even a great place like this isn’t enough to keep duelists on.
Flash approached the gates only to be met by a guardsman in black attire. “Hold it right there. This facility is off limits to the public. Unless you have proof of business here, I ask that you take your runner and vacate the premises.”
“You don’t have to worry about that sir because I was invited.” Flash removed the envelop from his jacket pocket and gave it to the man. “See, Celestia herself scouted me for her team.”
The man took out the paper inside and studied it before nodding. “I see.” He put the paper in the envelope and gave it back to him. “My apologies sir.” He walked over to the guard station and pressed a button to open the doors. “Please, proceed in.”
“Hey, it’s no bother to me.” Flash stated. “You’re doing your job and doing it well.”
“Oh, uh thank you sir.” The guard stated shocked.
Flash shrugged. “No problem.” He walked in and the gates closed behind him. “Alright, time to head to the training center. I wonder what other duelists have been scouted?”
Training Center
Flash walked into a huge building with a retractable roof and four total duel fields. “Alright, this is what I’m talking about.”
“You’re early.” Celestia stated as she approached him. “That’s nice since it means we can get everything sorted sooner than I assumed.”
Flash turned to his former principal. “Celestia, am I your only scouted duelist?”
“Not at all.” Celestia stated. “There are three others currently awaiting your arrival. There just in one of our smaller training centers is all. Unfortunately, Harmonious Element hasn’t taken off as quickly as I hopped.” She shook her head. “Anyways, follow me.”
Flash nodded. “Alright, lead the way ma’am.”
Smaller Training Center
Twilight Sparkle was currently waiting in a corner of the room by herself. Over the past two years, she’s developed into a fine young lady. Other than gaining some height and changing her hair a bit, her attire became a little more formal, and her hair was now in a ponytail.
She still wore a purple skirt but replaced the boots with shoes. The white blouse was changed for a long sleeved, light blue shirt underneath a dark pink sweater vest with a purple tie. Currently, she was not alone as two other guys were in the room.
One of them sat against a wall of the room reading a book on duel strategies. Every so often he’d give a curious gaze to Twilight or the other person before going back to reading. This guy had light purple hair, dark blue skin, and pink eyes.
His attire consisted of a purple shirt with blue jeans, white shoes, and a silver amulet around his neck. The other guy had been here before anyone else and had been sitting in his own corner going through his deck.
He hadn’t even noticed Twilight nor the other guy enter. This person had dark green skin with fire red hair and cyan eyes. He was rather tall for his age. He wore a dark-red tank top, dark red cargo pants with green accents, a dark green belt, and a pair of matching boots.
The guy put his deck together and jumped to his feet. “Alright, I am ready to get this show on…” He stopped as he noticed Twilight and the other guy. “Huh, when did they get here?” He noticed the other guy reading a book on dueling. “Is he reading a book on how to duel?”
Twilight watched as the deck guy approached the book guy. “Hey there pal, are you reading a book on dueling?”
The book guy looked up at him with a calm expression. “That is what I am doing. Why?”
“It just seems counterproductive to me.” Deck guy stated. “Who needs to read a book on dueling when all you really need is practical experience?”
“That is one method to grow as a duelist while another is rigorous study.” Book guy stated. “I’m certain countless other methods exists, but this is one which suits me best. I would appreciate it if you could respect that just as I respect your method.”
“I suppose.” Deck guy crossed his arms.
“Then, we have come to an understanding.” Book guy stated. “My name is Zack Rider, by the way.”
“Huh, oh yeah!” Deck guy blinked. “Name’s Astral Flare.”
“Well Astral, I do not mean to be rude, but I would like to get in as much studying as possible.” Zack turned his gaze back to the book. “Perhaps we could talk more about subjects like this at a later date.”
“This guy’s the smart type, but unlike those back home, he doesn’t seem arrogant. Maybe I can get along with him.” Astral nodded. “I may like that.” With the conversation going no further, he decided to approach Twilight. “Hey you!”’
Twilight blinked as she thought neither of them were going to talk to her. “Oh, uhm yes?”
“Hey, I’m Astra Flare.” Astral stated. “I just thought I’d come over and see how you’re doing?”
“Oh, well I’m Twilight Sparkle.” Twilight stated making Astral’s eyes go wide. “I guess I’m doing fine.”
“Whoa, I thought you looked familiar, but I didn’t think it could be you.” Astral stated in amazement. “Your Shining Armor’s little sister. Man, you must have some serious skill yourself.”
“I suppose.” Twilight rubbed the back of her head. “Honestly, I’ve never thought of it that way. I just like to duel.” She shrugged. “Since I’m decent at the game, I figured this was a good road to what I want to do in the future.”
“Oh, you don’t want to be a duelist forever?” Astral questioned.
“Not particularly.” Twilight moved her glasses a bit. “I do love the game though, so I was thinking of eventually becoming a duel trainer to show others how to play. Essentially, I wish to follow in Star Swirl’s footsteps.”
“Two smart people?” Astral thought. “Even though they seem nice, why can’t one of them be normal like me?.” He didn’t have anything against smart people, but it was hard to relate to their interests in his opinion. “That’s a nice dream…I suppose.”
“Thanks.” Twilight smiled. “What do you want to do?”
“I’m aiming to take my dueling to the next level.” Astral stated confidently. “My hometown was small, and it’s no fun to be a big fish in a small pond. Out here, win or lose, I feel like my dueling skills will be put to the test. Hey, if I can hit the top, all the better, right?”
“I suppose.” Twilight scratched her check. “I wonder just how strong Flash has become because I’d like to say he’s heading for the top, but I just don’t know.”
 
Everyone’s attention was drawn to the door as a girl, around the age of the teens, walked in. She had pale skin, white hair, fire red eyes, and was extremely fit. She wore a gray tank top with orange cargo pants.
Ultimately, she seemed to not want to be here, and it wasn’t because she wasn’t comfortable. In fact, she seemed rather comfortable. It was more like each person there didn’t interest her in the slightest.
“This is a waste of time.” The girl sighed. “None of you are anything special.”
Twilight didn’t know what to make of this, Zack was studying this duelist, and Astral was seething at his skills being called into question.
“Who are you to say that when you haven’t even seen us duel?” Astral asked.
“She’s Spiral Sol.” Twilight informed. “She competed in the Phenomenon Tournament these past two years and came in second against Shining Armor both times. She is, without question, the second-best duelist in the world.”
“What?” Astral asked. “Someone like her is just under Shining Armor in terms of skill?”
“Not only that, but both years she got in through the single league bearing Harmonious Element’s name.” Zack added. “It is harder to maintain the required win record there, so it’s a more impressive feat.”
“Do you see now?” Spiral asked. “I’ve seen many duelists, and none of you scream big leagues to me.” She shrugged. “Still, you are my ticket into a more competitive realm of dueling, so at least you’re good for that much.”
“Watch who you’re talking to.” Astral stated. “I’m going to be the next Duel Phenomenon!”
“You’re too loud.” Spiral complained. “So annoying. Guess you put all your skill into being loud rather than a good duelist.”
“Don’t look down on me.” Astral grit his teeth. “You have no idea what I’m capable of, so let’s go. I’ll show you the skills that got me scouted.”
“Big accomplishment.” Spiral just shook her head. “Let me guess, you were either scouted by this team or would have had to go through tryouts with any of the others out there.”
“Yeah, so what?” Astral asked.
“For someone aiming for the top, you’re clueless.” Spiral walked past him. “Like those two…” She made it to a wall and crouched sat against it. “…we’ll duel if you’re dubbed rank 2 among the team.”
“What are you saying?” Astral asked.
“You really don’t know?” Twilight asked.
Astral looked at her confused. “Know what?”
“Team Harmonious Element is hoping to break into the team circuit; however, it’s history does not lend well to this endeavor.” Zack stated. “They’ve fallen under new ownership more than any other team out there and spent long stretches of time disbanded.”
“As a result, Harmonious Element is actually viewed as the worst team by everyone.” Twilight stated. “Even with Ms. Sol’s impressive reign as second best, it says more about her than Harmonious Element.”
“Didn’t you notice we are the only ones here today?” Zack questioned. “We all have a secured place on the team. Normally, that would mean we’d be here to watch try outs today. Currently, we are missing duelists for the tryouts because of the reason listed before.”
“What?” Astral questioned. “I thought my talents were finally being recognized! You two seriously already knew this about Harmonious Element?”
“To pull a team up with your skills says more about your abilities in the long run.” Zack stated. “I was aware of this and decided to lend my aid. If all pans out, my goals will be more in reach than ever before.”
“I’m here because I know the owner from my middle school days.” Twilight stated. “She gave me every opportunity to grow and succeed, so I’ll repay her by coming through as a duelist. Also, a friend of mine wanted to join this team, and I’m hoping to see him.”
Astral seemed shocked by all this new information he learned, but that quickly turned into a smile. “Well, I’m not going to quit. If this team needs duelists, I’m glad to be here.”
Spiral shook her head. “What an idiot.”
Astral clenched his fist before turning and holding it out to Astral. “Just you wait Spiral because I’ll reach rank 2 and defeat you in a duel. That’s a promise.”
“One which you can’t keep.” Spiral yawned and let her head fall. “Now, I’m taking a nap.”
She was suddenly asleep while Astral seethed.
With Flash
Celestia had pointed out all the buildings within the compound as they made their way to the training building. “…That’s essentially everything you’ll need to know as a duelist of Harmonious Element. Any questions?”
“No ma’am.” Flash stated.
They had approached the building to find Luna waiting for them. “Hello Celestia and Mr. Sentry.” Luna nodded. “You left before your name was cleared, so I’d like to offer my sincerest apologies for my accusations two years prior.”
Luna was sincerely sorry for that day, and she didn’t want it to get in the way of their professional relationship. After all, she was a co-owner with Celestia. It wouldn’t do to have a duelist angry at you. Honestly, it taught her that Flash was an honest guy.
“Yeah, I don’t really care about that anymore.” Flash shrugged. “Many other things happened that day than being wrongly accused. Not even the worst thing that happened to me that day. If you really need to hear it, I have no hard feelings. Now, I’m here to duel.”
“A good answer.” Celestia nodded. “So sister, have you been keeping your eyes on our other scouted duelists?”
“Indeed, I have sister.” Luna stated. “They are an interesting lot.” She sighed. “Of course, Spiral got involved and riled one of them up.”
“Not much we can do about that.” Celestia looked at Flash. “Are you ready to get started?”
Flash nodded. “I’ve been ready since I got my letter.” 
Training Hall
Flash walked on in and looked at the other four people inside. He obviously recognized Spiral since she was a duelist to look out for. Then there was Zack and Astral, who he knew nothing about. Finally, Twilight.
Flash smiled and ran over to her. “Hey Twilight, I was hoping I’d…”
“Flash Sentry…” Twilight stated angrily. “…how dare you leave me nothing but a text before taking off for two years.” She crossed her arms. “Do you know how worried I was, especially with how recent everything was for you.”
Flash hadn’t realized that Twilight could be angry, nor that it would scare him. “I’m sorry Twilight.” He legitimately flinched. “I needed to take off, and admittedly made a mistake by not coming to see you in person. I just needed to get away.”
“It’s hard to be mad at you after everything that happened.” Twilight sighed. “After the girls all left to pursue other teams, I was alone.” She shook her head. “I’ll forgive you, but you got to promise you’ll never do something like this to me again.”
“I give you my word.” Flash held up his hands. “I won’t do something like this again.”
“This is the son of the former Duel Phenomenon?” Spiral shook her head. “So far, not impressed.”
“I recall hearing about him.” Zack thought. “Supposedly, he went off to train for two years. I wonder how strong he is?”
“Alright, finally someone that seems normal.” Astral thought relieved.
“Alright, that’s enough.” Luna declared. “All four of you new duelists need to gather around so we may begin.” Flash, Astral, Twilight, and Zack lined up before the owners. “I shall now turn you over to my elder sister.”
“Team Harmonious Element is aiming to become the best in the world. While some of you may think we gathered whomever we could find, each of you were scouted personally by Luna or me. We are glad you accepted.
Now, there are some details we must discuss, but first we’ll rank your skills. Ordinarily, this would happen naturally, but you four, plus our top duelist Spiral, are the only duelists we have. As such, we shall hold a mini tournament.
The pairings have already been decided. Flash will duel Twilight while Astral shall duel Zack. The losers shall then duel before the winners. The winner of that last match will have the right to face our very own Spiral Sol for Rank 1. Any questions?
“So, that’s what she meant before.” Astral glanced at the still sleeping Spiral. “Just you wait because I’ll be winning rank 2 before taking you down.”
“We shall begin with Zack and Astral.” Celestia stated. “The rest of you need to move to the sides.”
Flash and Twilight moved off to the right while Celestia and Luna moved to the left leaving Zack to face Astral.
“Get ready Zack because I never hold back.” Astral held up his duel disk. “My deck and I are taking this one home.”
“We shall see.” Zack calmly fixed his glasses. “I’ve worked to refine my deck, skills, and knowledge for the day I join a team. Even if I lose, I will not fall easy.”
“They both seem determined to win.” Flash smiled. “This may just be interesting.”
Twilight nodded. “They sure seem determined to do their best.”
“You may begin when ready.” Celestia called out.
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Training Room
Astral and Zack stood across from each other while Twilight and Flash stood far to the right and Celestia and Luna stood far to the left. After waking up to take note of Flash, Celestia, and Luna entering, Spiral had gone back to sleep in her corner.
“Let’s duel!”
(Zack 4000/Astral 4000)
“Alright, I’m taking the first move!” Astral declared. “I’ll start by normal summoning Silver Gadget(LV 4/1500/1000).” A silver machine appeared. “When this card is summoned, I can special summon a level 4 or lower machine from my hand. I choose Gold Gadget(LV 4/1700/800).” A gold version of Silver Gadget appeared.
“Interesting.” Celestia looked to her sister since she had been the one to scout these duelists. “Does that boy run a gadget deck Luna?”
“Those two are actually the only gadgets he has.” Luna replied. “Astral’s deck is powerful, yet it requires luck to truly function.” She smiled. “Much like certain duelist of the past, his luck seems to be on point since he draws what he needs to string together coherent plays.”
“Now it’s time to kick things up a notch.” Astral declared. “I overlay my two level four monsters. Dragon formed from darkness, heed my call. Xyz summon Dark Rebellion Xyz Dragon(R 4/O 2/2500/2000).”
“So, there’s other duelists out there with my dragons.” Flash muttered.
Twilight had heard that. “Your dragons?”
Flash realized he had spoken out loud and chuckled. “Oh, I mean there are duelists out there with dragons like the ones I use.”
Twilight stared at Flash for a good, long moment before eventually turning back to the duel.
“I got to be careful because this is not the time to go into my deck.” Flash looked at Dark Rebellion. “Still, how does this guy have him? It was a card that didn’t exist until I made it.”
Zack thought, “That dragon looks a lot like my Starving Venom.”
“You haven’t seen anything.” Astral smiled. “I activate Rank-Up-Magic Astral Force. With this spell, I can target an Xyz monster I control and rebuild the overlay network to summon a monster 1 to 2 ranks higher.
Dragon of pitch-black darkness be reborn and show our opponent the requiem of victory. Rank Up: Xyz Change Dark Requiem Xyz Dragon(R 5/O 3/3000/2500).” A larger Dark Rebellion with bone plating all over its body and beautiful wings appeared.
“Impressive.” Twilight looked at the mighty dragon. “Not every deck can rank up their monsters into more powerful versions. Those that can often do not disappoint in effects.”
“He just ranked up Dark Rebellion.” Flash thought amazed.
“I shall end my turn with one set card.” Astral declared.
“My turn.” Zack drew.
“I active my set Secret Barrel.” Astral declared. “This card deals you 200 life points of damage for every card in your hand and that you control. 6 cards in hand means you take 1200 life points of damage (Zack 2800/Astral 4000).”
“An interesting use for an old card.” Zack nodded. “Allow me to return the favor by using one of my favorites. I activate Polymerization to fuse Predaplants Cordyceps and Lilzard from my hand. Dangerous predators of nature combine to create a flower of deadly fragrance.
Fusion summon Predaplant Chimerafflesia(LV 7/2500/2000).” A pink flower attached to a large, green stem and with flytraps for arms appeared. “Chimerafflesia will attack Requiem, and When he battles, I can have your monster lose 1000 ATK while he gains that same ATK.”
“That’s a good fusion monster, but my evolved dragon is one which can slay powerful effects.” Astral declared. “By detaching one overlay unit, Requiem can negate your monster’s effects and destroy it.”
“Looks like I lose my monster or use something I wanted to save.” Zack took a card from his hand. “I activate the evolved form of Polymerization, Super Polymerization. By sending one card from my hand to the grave, I can perform a fusion summon.
That alone isn’t special; however, the fact that I can use monsters on either field most certainly is. Since my effect is on the same speed as yours, it’s dictated that my effect is used before yours.”
“Wait, that means you can use my dragon for your fusion summon?” Astral questioned shocked.
“Every extra deck method has their evolutions and variations.” Zack declared. “This is one of Fusion’s. I combine your dragon with my fusion to create a dragon of true toxicity. Starving Venom Fusion Dragon(LV 8/2800/2000).” A large and vicious purple dragon appeared roaring.
“That one has my Starving Venom.” Flash thought. “Did Uncle Stygian reprint my dragons? That would explain it, but he wasn’t around to see them. Maybe he got it from my data.”
“The evolution and variations of extra deck methods are vast; don’t you think Flash?” Twilight asked.
Flash nodded. “Truly vast.”
“It took looking where most owners wouldn’t think of going, but this team is shaping up nicely.” Celestia stated.
“If the duelists you scouted are as good as you say, I’ll concur.” Luna stated.
“To think there are other monsters that look similar to Dark Rebellion.” Astral smiled. “This is what I’m talking about. It’s exactly what I wanted by stepping out into the world rather than staying in my town. Bring it on Zack.”
“If that is what you wish, I will oblige.” Zack calmly readjusted his glasses. “Fusion Dragon attack our opponent with Toxic Breath!” Fusion Dragon shot poison at Astral (Zack 2800/Astral 1200). “With that, I end my turn.”
“That means it’s back to me, and I’m activating Astral Force’s graveyard effect.” Astral declared. “By forgoing my draw, I can add this card from my grave to my hand.”
“I activate Chimerfflsia’s effect from the grave.” Zack declared. “Since this is the next Standby Phase, after he was sent to the grave, I can add another fusion card from my deck to my hand. I choose another Polymerization.”
“That’s such a cool effect.” Astral smiled. “Next, I’ll activate Roll of Fate. I roll a die, and that roll determines how many cards I draw. The only downside is that I must then banish an equal number of cards from the top of my deck.”
When the die was rolled, it came up three, so he drew and banished the needed cards. “Perfect. Since you control a monster and I don’t, I can special summon Cyber Dragon(LV 5/2100/1600).” A long, silver machine appeared. “I then activate Monster Reborn.
With this, I can resurrect Dark Rebellion Xyz Dragon(R 4/O 2/2500/2000). Next, I normal summon Cyber Changer(LV 1/0/0).” A metal sphere appeared on the field. “By banishing a card from my deck, this card makes all monsters on my field that monster’s name.
I choose one of my Cyber Dragons.” A Cyber Dragon slotted out from the deck and Astral put it away. “Now, you’re not the only one who can fuse. Once I’ve changed the names of monsters on my field, I can fusion summon with those monsters.
Since I have three Cyber Dragons, I’ll combine them all into a machine with few peers. Fusion summon Cyber End Dragon(LV 12/4000/2800).” A huge, three headed cyber dragon appeared in the room.
“That’s one of the fusions Zane Truesdale was known for.” Flash declared in awe. “That’s so cool!”
Twilight smiled. “It’s good to know Flash hasn’t completely changed since I last saw him. His fondness of the legends and their monsters is still there.”
“Let’s do this Cyber End Dragon.” Astral declared. “Attack Starving Venom Fusion Dragon with Super Strident Blast!”
The three heads all fire a beam as one which washed over and destroyed the dragon (Zack 1600/Astral 1200). Before Astral could celebrate, vines shot through a wormhole, which opened beneath Cyber End Dragon, starting to drag it through.
“What’s going on?” Astral questioned confused.
“It’s one of my dragon’s abilities.” Zack replied. “If Starving Venom is destroyed, he takes every one of my opponent’s special summoned monsters with him.”
“All special summoned monsters!?” Astral watched as his monster was sucked into the grave. “Cyber End!” Cyber End Dragon was gone. “Man, that stinks.”
“Not as much as what my dragon does next.” Zack declared. “Once every special summoned monster you control is destroyed, you take damage equal to the total ATK of all those monsters.”
“Man, this guy’s deck is unlike anything I’ve seen back home.” Astral smiled. “Alright, bring it on!”
“I was planning on it.” Zack declared. “Go, Toxic Depletion!”
Astral was awash in a purple aura as Cyber End Dragon’s 4000 ATK was subtracted from his remaining life points (Zack 1600/Astral 0). Astral then looked over at Spiral, who hadn’t woken since their duel began.
“She’s still sleeping.” Her attitude was starting to irk the guy something fierce. “I may be out of the running to challenge you right now, but I will beat you one day.”
“Hey, your deck was unorthodox, but it seems to work for you.” The Predaplant user approached and held out his hand. “Good game.”
“Wow, this guy really isn’t like the smart people back home.” Astral smiled and shook the offered hand. “The better duelist won today, but that’ll be me in the future.”
“Challenge me any time.” Zack let go and walked off to the side. “For now, we should clear the way for our teammates.”
“Oh, yeah.” Astral followed him.
“With that match decided, we move onto Flash Sentry vs Twilight Sparkle.” Luna declared. “You two are free to come on out and start dueling.”
The two friends walked out and parted from one another.
“Looks like I’ll get to see if that training you left for was worth it.” Twilight declared. “Just so you know, this duel will determine whether or not I’m mad at you for ditching me.”
“Now, I’m really hoping it was worth it since I could only ever really beat Fluttershy before. With Twilight likely improving these past two years, I may just have my work cut out for me.” Flash nodded. “We’ll see Twilight.”
“Let’s duel.”
(Flash 4000/Twilight 4000)
 
“Well, this should be interesting?” Zack stated. “It’s rare I get to witness a duel with history like this.”
“Really?” Astral asked. “Back home, anyone who duels has a history with somebody.” He shrugged. “That said, these two were scouted, so it might be interesting to see.”
“If I’m not mistaken, these were duelists you scouted Celestia.” Luna spoke to get the conversation going. “If I remember correctly, from the duels we saw before, neither were as impressive as their friends.”
“That may be true Luna, but these two have improved tremendously from their middle school days.” Celestia smiled. “Just watch.”
“Flash, you can go first.” Twilight stated.
“If you insist, I’ll oblige.” Flash looked at his hand. “I’ll start by setting my Pendulum scales with Scale 1 Stargazer Magician and Scale 8 Timegazer Magician.” A spellcaster in white robes and one in black robes appeared inside the pillars. “I’ll then set two cards to end my turn.”
“Aw, he didn’t even summon any monsters.” Astral sighed.
“We must keep in mind Flash knows Twilight better than either of us.” Zack nodded. “I’m certain he has a strategy in mind, one which Twilight will need to keep up with.”
“I’m starting to see why you scouted Flash, sister.” Luna stated. “If his skills hold true to the duel you saw, we may very well have another powerful Pendulum user.”
“He has those skills sister.” Celestia stated, remembering his duel with Shadow.
Twilight drew. “My turn!”
“Sorry to interrupt, but I’m activating my first set card, Pendulum Switch.” Flash declared. “Once per turn, I can either put a monster from my pendulum zone on the field or vice versa. So, I will put Timegazer Magician(LV 3/PS 8/1200/600) on the field.”
“I don’t trust that face down since Flash is playing an unknown deck, so I’ll go with a play with comeback potential.” Twilight nodded. “I activate Polymerization to combine King of the Swamp, which can act as any named material for a fusion summon, and Magician’s Valkyrie.
Student and master work together to provide a full range of abilities. Fusion Summon The Dark Magicians(LV 8/2800/2300).” A purple robbed male magician appeared with a female magician in light blue robes.
“So, they’re both spellcaster users.” Zack smiled. “Well, this might be even more interesting than I thought.”
“They’re both Spellcaster users, just like Starlight and Sunburst.” Astral noted to himself.
“I remember that card.” Flash smirked. “A little early to bust him out, isn’t it Twilight?”
“Perhaps, but it’s better to be safe than sorry.” Twilight declared. “Now, The Dark Magicians will attack Timegazer. Go, Twin Magic Burst!” The Magicians put their rods together and created a ball of magic which they fired at Timegazer.
“I reveal my last face down, Bye Bye Damage.” Flash declared. “During damage calculations, this card prevents my monster from being destroyed; furthermore, you’ll be taking double the damage I take as effect damage.”
Timegazer held out his hands and managed to withstand the stronger blast. The magic residue washed over Flash before collecting and firing back at Twilight as a sphere twice its size (Flash 2400/Twilight 800).”
“That’s what he was planning with that move.” Astral was impressed. “Not bad at all.”
“It was, all things considered, a simple yet effective combo.” Zack nodded. “Still, there are not many who could have pulled it off.”
“I remember a time when he could barely get me below 1000 life points.” Twilight smiled. “Looks like all that training wasn’t for nothing Flash, but this duel isn’t over. I set one card and end my turn.”
“It’s my move!” Flash drew. “I’m resetting my Pendulum Scale with Scale 8 Tuner Magician.” A young girl in orange robes rose to complete the scale. “Now, I’ll summon Purple Poison Magician (LV 4/1200/2100).” A purple robbed spellcaster appeared.
“Neither of your monsters have the strength to overcome The Dark Magicians.” Twilight declared.
“It’s a good thing this isn’t all I intend to do.” Flash declared. “First, I use Tuner magician’s Pendulum effect to turn any Pendulum monster I control into a Tuner monster, and I’ll use it on Timergazer Magician.
“Then, Timegazer Magician will give Purple Poison Magician a tune up to Synchro for 7. Beat your wings to whip up a whirlwind. Descend Clear Wing Synchro Dragon(LV 7/2500/2000).” A white dragon with green crystals on its body appeared.
“Another dragon that looks like Starving/Dark!” Zack/Astral thought, surprised.
“Now, swing pendulum of my soul. Carve an arc through space and time. Pendulum summon Timegazer Magician(LV 3/PS 8/1200/600) and Purple Poison Magician (LV 4/1200/2100). I’ll then activate Polymerization to fuse them. Two magicians come together to create a dragon of true toxicity. Descend Starving Venom Fusion Dragon(LV 8/2800/2000). A large and vicious purple dragon appeared roaring.
“He has a Starving Venom as well.” Zack noted. “What’s more, his opponent has at least one special summoned monster on the field.”
“Why does that matter?” Astral asked.
“If Starving Venom is summoned through monsters on the field, and your opponent has any special summoned monsters of their own, then you can utilize its first effect.”
“A Fusion summon followed by a Pendulum summon into a Synchro summon.” Luna nodded. “Truly, he is impressive.”
“I hope he is.” Spiral had woken up and joined the owners with a yawn. “I don’t want to get my hopes up for nothing.”
“He just might.” Celestia was shocked Spiral had woken up. “We won’t know until he’s potentially crowned rank two.”
“To think you could pull off three different methods of summoning in one turn.” Twilight stared at the dragons in awe. “You really have improved Flash.”
“Thanks Twilight, but my dragons aren’t just for show.” Flash declared. “For instance, what Zack couldn’t show off at the time. When Starving Venom Fusion Dragon(LV 8/5600/2000 effect) is summoned using monsters on the field, he can increase his ATK by the ATK of all your special summoned monsters. Now Fusion Dragon, attack The Dark Magicians with Toxic Breath!”
“I activate Nutrient Z.” Twilight declared. “When I’m about to take more than 2000 life points of damage, I first gain 4000.” (Flash 2400/Twilight 800-4800-2000). “That’s not all as The Dark Magicians have their own effect when destroyed.
I can summon Dark Magician(LV 7/2500/2100) and Dark Magician Girl(LV 6/2000/1700) from anywhere but the banished zone.” The purple robed male magician appeared alongside his female student in light blue robes.
“Not good enough, Twilight.” Flash declared. “I move to Main Phase 2 and activate Starving Venom’s second effect. Once per turn, I can negate the effects of any one Level 5 or higher monster you control and specifically replace this effect with that effect. I negate Dark Magician.”
“What good does that effect do you?” Twilight asked.
“It does good because I can now activate one of Clear Wing Synchro Dragon’s effects.” Flash declared. “Once per turn, when a level 5 or higher monster activates their effects, I can negate that effect and destroy them.”
“When Starving Venom is destroyed, he takes all your opponent’s special summon monsters with him and deals damage to your opponent equal to their combined ATK!” Twilight realized.
“Yep, this is the end!” Flash declared.
Wormholes opened beneath both magicians as vines shot out and dragged them both in (Flash 2400/Twilight 0).”
“That’s it.” Celestia stated. “Flash has his victory.”
“It was a most impressive duel from the two of them regardless.” Luna stated.
Spiral walked towards them. “I wouldn’t go that far, but perhaps I have found a challenge.”
“Spiral, what are…” Luna questioned.
“Hold on sister.” Celestia put a hand on her shoulder. “I want to see where this goes, for it is rare to see Spiral spurred into action outside of duels that matter.”
Luna stopped herself. “I suppose that is true.”
Twilight and Flash had approached each other, smiling after an excellent duel.
“Man Twilight, those fusions of yours are as tough as ever.” Flash shook his head. “If I hadn’t had Clear Wing, I’d have been in trouble.”
“You’ve become an expert duelist with a deck that truly fits you.” Twilight held out her hand. “Even though I wish the girls were here with us, I’m glad at least we’re on the same team.”
Flash shook the hand. “Yeah, good to be on the same team.”
“Flash Sentry.” Spiral interrupted, sounding as bored as ever. “You are the only duelist with potential, and a clear-cut rank two. That is why I’m challenging you to the prize duel now.”
“What?” Flash questioned confused. “You want to duel me now?”
A seething Astral decided to speak up. “This is unfair.” The more Spiral spoke, the more he came to dislike her. “We have a set tournament in place to determine your opponent. If you’re itching for a duel, you can take me on.”
“No thanks.” Spiral stated nonchalantly. “I’ve made it clear you do not interest me.”
“You are being really disrespectful to your fellow duelist.” Astral declared.
Zack calmly assessed the situation. “I don’t care what other duelist think of me, but this could be my chance to garner some valuable information and see Spiral’s skills first hand.”
 
“Respect or disrespect. Power or friends.” Spiral yawned. “Give me a break. I never could stand the constant battles between ideals.” She looked at Astral with no emotion. “All I care about is finding a challenge; otherwise, I waste my time. That’s what dueling you would be.”
Astral grit his teeth. “This girl really gets on my nerves.”
“I think you’re being unfair.” Twilight spoke up. “You’re free to respect or disrespect the rules of this tournament all you want, but if Flash wants to continue respecting them, then you’re out of luck. After all, you can’t force him into a duel.”
“Good point.” Spiral admitted. “There’s also nothing stopping me from leaving. I don’t have to be the prize in this tournament.”
“No way! You can’t do that!” Astral exclaimed before looking to the owners. “Can she?”
“Spiral is our best duelist.” Celestia stated. “While we don’t allow her complete freedom to do as she pleases, we do tend to grant her some.
If she weren’t as good as she is, we’d be stricter about this.” Luna informed. “She’s right, in that she’s not forced to be here.”
“So unfair.” Astral crossed his arms. “Her arrogance is out of this world.”
“How about a compromise?” Zack came to stand beside Flash. “Duel the two of us.”
“Not a bad idea.” Spiral managed a smile. “How about I take it a step further with a little deal?” Everyone looked at her. “I’ll duel you and Flash in a 2 vs 1 for a little extra entertainment. If the two of you win, I’ll respect this tournament and be a good little duelist.
If I win, this event comes to an end, I decide your rankings, and no other duels can be held today. Of course, I’m being generous by even thinking of compromising, so if you deny me, I’ll leave anyways. This is a limited time offer, and the clock is ticking.”
“What do you say Flash?” Zack looked to him.
“I don’t know.” Flash looked to Celestia and Luna. “Is this even allowed?”
Celestia was quite intrigued to see what the outcome of this duel would be. “I’ll allow it.”
“You heard her.” Luna stated.
Flash was still uncertain.
“If it helps, you got my blessing.” Astral declared. “I’m out of the running to duel her anyways. While I would have liked to duel your spellcaster friend, I think it’s more important Spiral gets knocked down a few pegs.”
“Astral does raise a good point.” Twilight stated. “Spiral has already made her intent clear. No one gains anything if you back out Flash.”
“Well, that solves my dilemma. Spiral may be skilled, she may even have the right to be arrogant, but if she’s going to be disrespectful, I got to duel.” Flash nodded. “Alright, I’m in.” He looked to Zack. “Let’s work together.”
Zack nodded. “I look forward to seeing what we can achieve.”
Spiral moved back from the two of them. “Let’s get started then.”
“Spiral Sol, the 2nd best duelist in the world.” Zack thought. “Her Odd-Eyes deck is no joke. Win or lose, I’ll gain valuable data.”
“Spiral Sol.” Flash thought. “She’s just under the current Duel Phenomenon. If I can beat her and her Odd-Eyes, even with a partner, perhaps I’ll stand a chance against Shining.”
“I may not know what you two are thinking, but I understand one thing clearly from your eyes.” Spiral gave them a bored smile. “You’re thinking you might actually stand a chance against my Odd-Eyes.”
“Odd-Eyes?” Astral questioned. “That sounds like a weird name for a deck?”
“Perhaps it is, but it’s also the name of a powerful deck.” Twilight stated getting his attention. “Spiral isn’t 2nd best for nothing. From what I last gathered, the deck is a powerful Pendulum deck with two Ritual monsters to boot.”
“Tsk, it can’t be that impressive.” Astral crossed his arms. “Granted, my deck doesn’t Ritual summon, but I got every Extra Deck method.”
“Even before the upgrades she made this year, Spiral was second best in the world Mr. Flare.” Luna voiced. “With the upgrades she’s acquired, it is with no hesitation that I say she’s at minimum capable of dueling Shining Armor to a standstill.”
“Spiral has exceptional skills to go with her deck.” Celestia stated. “Even before her upgrades, she only had two official losses on her record, and they are to Shining Armor at each end of season tournament.”
“Really?” Astral looked at Spiral. “Hard to believe someone who only cares about entertainment could be that great.”
“You’re Odd-Eyes is a deck that warrants close observation.” Zack put his deck into his duel disk. “Let’s see what can be gleamed from this duel.”
“If I want to reach the top, I can’t let anything intimidate me.” Flash put his deck in his duel disk. “Let’s see how strong you really are.”
“So be it.” Spiral gave them another, bored smile. “Let’s get this over with.”
The three of them drew their starting hands. “Let’s Duel!”
(Flash 4000 & Zack 4000/Spiral 4000)
Spiral began. “Alright, I’m setting my scales with Scale 4 Odd-Eyes Pendulum Dragon and Scale 4 Odd-Eyes Phantom Dragon.” A red dragon with bone armor and a purple dragon with bone armor appeared within blue pillars.
“What?” Astral questioned. “Those two have the exact same scale meaning she’s not going to be able to Pendulum summon anything.”
“Remember Astral, Pendulum monsters are more than their scales.” Twilight stated. “They can also have their own, unique effects while in the Pendulum zone.”
“While you are right Twilight, I can almost guarantee that’s not her intention.” Celestia informed.
“I activate Pendulum Card Burst to destroy my dragons, who are pendulum monsters, and draw two cards. I’ll then set my scales with Scale 0 Odd-Eyes Phantasma Dragon and Scale 8 Odd-Eyes Arc Pendulum Dragon.”
A silver dragon with colorful jewels along its body, and a pale purple dragon, with multiple crystals, appeared within pillars. “Swing pendulum of my soul. Pendulum summon Odd-Eyes Pendulum Dragon(LV 7/2500/2000) and Odd-Eyes Phantom Dragon(LV 7/2500/2000).
Now, I overlay my two level 7 monsters. Dragon with dichromatic eyes and spirt of the frozen tundra, descend. Xyz summon Odd-Eyes Absolute Dragon(R 7/O 2/2800/2500).” A brown dragon with armor and scales of ice appeared roaring.
“That monster doesn’t seem all that tough compared to what Flash and Zack have busted out before.” Astral noted.
“Did Stygian create other extra deck Odd-Eyes besides the combinations I got?” Flash contemplated. “No doubt such a monster has only made Spiral that much stronger.”
 
“An extra deck Odd-Eyes.” Zack nodded. “It must have quite the effect for her to bust it out like this.”
“I’ll end my turn with one set card.” Spiral pointed at Flash. “You’re the only duelist I’m interest in, so you go next.”
“Is that okay with you Zack?” Flash asked.
“My deck is fine going whenever.” Zack stated. “I have no objections.”
“Alright, my move!” Flash drew. “I’m setting my Pendulum Scales with Scale 2 Timebreaker Magician and Scale 8 Black Fang Magician.” A child in a black cloak and a man in black robes appeared within the pillars. 
“Now, swing pendulum of my soul. Carve an arc through space and time. Pendulum summon Odd-Eyes Pendulum Dragon(LV 7/2500/2000).” Flash’s red dragon with bone plating appeared.
“Odd-Eyes, Clear Wing, and Starving.” Zack noted. “Three of the four dragons we’ve seen that share some form of similarity. Wouldn’t surprise me if he has Dark Rebellion in there.”
“I can confirm he does.” Celestia called out.
“Whoa, then that’s one powerful deck.” Astral commented.
“Now, it’s time to enact my strategy.” Flash declared. “At the cost of Black Fang’s destruction, once per turn, his pendulum effect can half the ATK of any one monster my opponent controls until the end of this turn.
You only control one monster.” Odd-Eyes Absolute Dragon(R 7/O 2/1400/2500 effect). “Now, I’ll attack your dragon with my Pendulum Dragon. Since you are the true Odd-Eyes user, you must know by now just what this accomplishes.”
“If this card battles an opponent’s, it inflicts double battle damage.” Spiral noted. “The key word here being ‘if’. I detach one overlay unit from Odd-Eyes Absolute Dragon(R 7/O 1/1400/2500 effect) allowing me to negate that attack. Go, Absolute Roar!”
Absolute Dragon roared waves of cold energy which saw Pendulum Dragon’s attack being halted.
“That’s the same effect Number 39 has!” Flash exclaimed.
“No, it takes this effect a step further.” Spiral declared. “After the attack is negated, I can special summon 1 Odd-Eyes monster from my grave. I’ll choose my own Odd-Eyes Pendulum Dragon(LV 7/2500/2000).”
“Hold a second, how did Spiral’s Pendulum monster get in the grave?” Astral questioned. “I thought any time a Pendulum monster is used for something, unless a card specifies it, they go to the top of the Extra Deck.”
“You are correct, except when it comes to Xyz monsters.” Celestia explained. “Whenever they use their effects that require the detaching of a monster, that monster goes to the grave.”
“That means, Spiral set up an almost unbeatable defense that’s only going to make things worse the longer this duel does on.” Twilight realized. “She can not only block attacks, but also summon Odd-Eyes from her grave.”
“Given her dragon’s overlays are Odd-Eyes, she’ll always have a target.” Astral declared.
“I’ll set one card to end my turn.” Flash looked to Zack. “It’s your turn. If you got anything good, bust it out and leave dealing with Absolute Dragon’s effect to me.”
Odd-Eyes Absolute Dragon(R 7/O 1/2800/2500)
“Good to know!” Zack drew. “I’ll start by summoning Predaplant Ophrys Scorpio(LV 3/1200/800).” A scorpion plant appeared. “Whenever this monster is summoned, I can send any one monster from my hand to the grave to special summon almost any Predaplant from my deck.
I summon Predaplant Darlingtonia Cobra(LV 3/1000/1500).” A long, plant cobra appeared. “When this monster is special summoned through the effect of a Predaplant monster, I can add any fusion spell from my deck to the hand.”
“Oh, that’s actually a fairly potent combo for a fusion deck.” Twilight noted impressed. “Rather than needing three cards for a fusion, he essentially only needs two.”
“That must mean he’s got a fusion that can get past Absolute Dragon, right?” Astral asked.
“He’s clearly got something in store.” Luna responded.
“I activate Polymerization to fuse Predaplants Darlington Cobra and Ophrys Scorpio.” Zack stated. “Dangerous predators of nature combine to create a dragon of toxicity. Descend, Starving Venom Fusion Dragon(LV 8/2800/2000).” A large and vicious purple dragon appeared.
“If Starving Venom is summoned, he gains ATK equal to all Special summon monsters I control.” Spiral shook her head. “Your monster will be strong; however, Absolute Dragon’s effect doesn’t just defend himself.”
Starving Venom Fusion Dragon(LV 8/8100/2000 effect)
“Figured that would be the case which is why I set Breakthrough Skill.” Flash declared. “This trap allows me to target any 1 effect monster you control and negate their effects until the end of the turn. I’m obviously targeting Absolute Dragon.”
Absolute Dragon’s eyes were grayed out.
“Alright, now they don’t have to worry about Absolute Dragon anymore!” Astral declared. “That means one attack is all it’ll take to end this duel.”
“I wouldn’t count Spiral out yet.” Twilight noted. “She set a card of her own just last turn.”
“Twilight is right.” Spiral nodded. “While I applaud the attempt, it is meaningless. I activate the quick-play spell I set last turn, Rank-Up-Magic Quick Force. With this, I can target an Xyz monster I control and rebuild the overlay network to summon a monster 1 rank higher.
I target Absolute Dragon. Dragon with dichromatic eyes and spirt of temperatures below everything, descend. Rank Up: Xyz Change Odd-Eyes SubZero Dragon(R 8/O 2/3600/3300).” A larger, brown dragon with ice blue armor appeared.
“That’s a massive monster!” Astral exclaimed.
“Given it’s clearly a ranked-up version of Absolute Dragon, no doubt it’s powerful to boot.” Twilight added.
“At this point, I have no recourse but to see what this dragon can do.” Zack shook his head. “Staving Venom Fusion Dragon, attack SubZero Dragon with Toxic Breath!”
Fusion Dragon fired off poison at the opposing dragon.
“I utilize one of my dragon’s effects by detaching one overlay unit to negate your attack.” Spiral declared. “Go, SubZero Roar!”
Just like with Absolute Dragon, Odd-Eyes SubZero Dragon(R 8/O 1/3600/3300) roared out cold air which stopped Starving Venom in its tracks.
“Er, she’s weathered both their Battle Phases!” Astral exclaimed. “In the process, her field just keeps growing!”
“Thanks for expending your trap on my turn Flash, unfortunately she has us pinned.” Zack voiced.
“It’s fine.” Flash declared firmly. “This duel isn’t over yet.”
“Yeah.” Zack nodded. “I’ll set two cards and end my turn.”
“Looks like it’s my turn.” Spiral drew. “I’ll start by activating Giant Trunade which returns all spell/trap cards on the field back to the hand.” Flash’s one Pendulum, Spiral’s own Pendulums, and Zack’s face downs all returned to their respective owner’s hands.
“Now, I’ll utilize my dragon’s first effect. Provided he has overlay units, once per turn, I can special summon 1 Odd-Eyes from my hand or grave. I’ll choose the Odd-Eyes Phantom Dragon(LV 7/2500/2000) I just sent to defend last turn.
Now, I activate Polymerization to combine Odd-Eyes Pendulum Dragon and Phantom Dragon. I call upon the dragon with dichromatic eyes and spirit of a roaring tempest. Fusion Summon Odd-Eyes Vortex Dragon(LV 7/2500/3000).” A black dragon with light green scales appeared.
“A fusion Odd-Eyes this time.” Astral commented. “Given what Absolute Dragon could do, this one is bound to be powerful.”
“You’re right as when this dragon is special summoned, I can bounce one of my opponent’s cards back to their hand. I chose Zack’s Starving Venom, so it’ll instead return to the Extra Deck. Go Vortex Return!”
“Oh no, Zack’s defenseless and all Flash has to defend himself with his own Pendulum Dragon!” Twilight exclaimed.
“It’s worse than that.” Celestia stated. “Since Spiral managed to fill her field with effects over the course of these last turns, she can still Pendulum summon now.”
“When you perform all but Xyz summoning with Pendulum monsters, they get sent to the extra deck.” Luna stated.
Everyone knew what that meant.
I reset my scales with Scale 0 Odd-Eyes Phantasma Dragon and Scale 8 Odd-Eyes Arc Pendulum Dragon. Swing pendulum of my soul. Pendulum summon Odd-Eyes Pendulum Dragon(LV 7/2500/2000) and Odd-Eyes Phantom Dragon(LV 7/2500/2000).”
“Her skills are no joke.” Zack then looked Flash’s way and noticed he was still resolved. “Even facing these odds, he doesn’t seem phased.”
The Predap user supposed that made sense since Spiral couldn’t finish them both off this turn.
“This is the end because Phantom Dragon has a unique effect.” Spiral declared. “Whenever this Pendulum Summoned card deals damage, I can inflict 1200 life points of damage to my opponent for each Odd-Eyes I have in my Pendulum zone.”
That stunned Zack, Astral, and Twilight while Luna and Celestia didn’t react considering they knew Phantom Dragon’s effect well. While this was news to Flash, it didn’t impact him like the others.
“Regardless of that effect, I was planning on using this card from my hand.” The Pendulum Magician user declared. “Now, I’m merely using it to stay in the game and protect my dragon. I activate the effects of Dimensional Kuriboh.”
“Dimensional Kuriboh?” Spiral asked.
“First effect, I can pitch this card from my hand to the grave and pay half my life points.” Flash(2000) declared as a black Kuriboh with white wings appeared. “Now, for the rest of this turn, I take no damage.”
“That means Flash will survive no matter what!” Twilight exclaimed.
Everyone was just as impressed as Twilight, save Spiral who looked on with mild intrigue. “You said effects? What else can that monster do?”
“By banishing this card, I can banish one monster on my field until the end of the turn.” Flash informed. “I only have one monster to banish, Odd-Eyes Pendulum Dragon!”
“He just managed to spare himself a monster to!” Astral exclaimed.
“Not bad.” Spiral admitted before turning her attention to the Predap user. “In the end, you have no such protections, so this is your end.”
“I figured as much.” Zack nodded. “Win or lose, it doesn’t matter.”
“Oh really?” Spiral gave a small smile. “I’ll be sure to keep that in mind when deciding who duels. I mean, I may seek entertainment, but the greatest entertainment is victory. I won’t let your lack of wanting the win hold me back in the coming team duels.”
“Surely she can’t do that.” Astral turned to the owners. “You guys want a team, right?”
“Calm down Astral.” Celestia stated. “Of course, we want a team.
“Rest assured, Zack will duel should we see fit to utilize his talents.” Luna added.
“Phantom and Pendulum Dragon, attack Zack directly.” Spiral declared.
Both Dragon’s fired off a purple and colorful breath attack respectively (Zack 0)(Flash 2000/Spiral 400).
“That’s all she wrote for me.” Zack looked at Flash. “Don’t waste this turn, Sentry.”
“Wasn’t planning on it.” Flash looked to their opponent. “You have anything else Spiral or is it my turn?”
“I can’t deal you damage, and my hand is empty.” Spiral nodded. “You’re move.”
“At the end of this turn, my Odd-Eyes Pendulum Dragon(LV 7/2500/2000) returns to the field. Now, my turn!” Flash drew. “I’ll start by activating the graveyard effect of Breakthrough Skill, banishing it from my grave.
This, in turn, fully negate the effects of your SubZero Dragon. I can do this provided it’s my turn, and not the turn it was sent to the grave. Next, your field is too cluttered for my liking, so I’ll use Raigeki to wipe it.”
All of Spiral’s monsters were destroyed.
“Alright, Flash just turned this around!” Twilight cheered.
“Yeah, go for it!” Astral cheered.
“They’re celebrating too early.” Spiral stated. “While it was impressive you cleared my field, I am not defenseless. When you destroy an Odd-Eyes I control, Arc’s Pendulum effect, once per turn, allows me to special summon an Odd-Eyes. It can come from my deck, grave, or hand, so I’ll return Odd-Eyes SubZero Dragon(R 8/O 0/3600/3300) back to the field.”
“Can you deal with that?” Zack asked.
“I still got cards in my hand.” Flash answered. “I now summon Timebreaker Magician(LV 3/PS 2/1400/0). Then, I set Scale 4 Fusion Magician in my Pendulum Zone.”
“Only one monster for his scales?” Astral questioned.
“Well, setting that with Timebreaker wouldn’t have done him any good since Black Fang is a level four monster.” Twilight explained. “That falls outside the scales presented by Timebraker and Fusion.”
“Now, I utilize Fusion Magician’s Pendulum effect.” Flash declared. “Once per turn, I can conduct the Fusion summon of a Dragon monster utilizing cards from my hand or field. I combine Pendulum Dragon with my Magician.
Spellcaster and dragon become one to create a dragon of true toxicity. Descend, Starving Venom Fusion Dragon(LV 8/2800/2000). You know the drill. Since the monsters used were on the field, he gains ATK equal to all your special summoned monsters until the end of the turn.”
Starving Venom Fusion Dragon(LV 8/6400/2000 effect)
“Alright, this time Spiral can’t simply get rid of it.” Astral declared.
“Now, Starving Venom Fusion Dragon will destroy your SubZero dragon with Toxic Breath!” Flash declared.
Starving Venom breathed poison on SubZero Dragon to destroy him (Flash 2000/Spiral 1200).
“SubZero Dragon’s final effect.” Spiral declared. “Whenever this dragon is destroyed and sent to the grave, I can special summon Odd-Eyes Absolute Dragon(R 7/O 1/2800/2500) from my grave and attach SubZero to him as an overlay unit.”
“Those are insane Xyz monsters!” Astral exclaimed.
“They’ve become Astral’s walled combo.” Luna informed.
Celestia nodded. “While they are new monsters, I’d still say it’s impressive Flash and Zack managed to bring her to her final wall.”
“Absolute Dragon is tied with Starving Venom’s original ATK.” Twilight noted. “This means it all comes down to that final card in Flash’s hand, or what card Spiral draws next.”
“Unfortunately, this card in my hand is a brick at right now.” Flash shook his head. “I end my turn.”
Starving Venom Fusion Dragon(LV 8/2800/2000 effect)
“It’s official. You are the challenging one of this group.” Spiral drew and gave a small smile. “In the end, it wasn’t enough to beat me. Odd-Eyes Absolute Dragon, attack Starving Venom Fusion Dragon with Spiral Arctic Strike. Then, cease your attack with your effect, Absolute Roar!”
Odd-Eyes Absolute Dragon(R 7/O 0/2800/2500)
“Why would you cease your own attack?” Zack asked.
“It’s because she’s utilizing one of Yuma Tsukumo’s signature combos.” Flash figured, stunned.
“He’s right.” Spiral stated. “I activate the quick-play Double or Nothing. When a monster’s attack is negated, I can target that monster and have them attack again. This time, during damage calculations, that monster’es ATK doubles. Go, Spiral Arctic Strike!”
Odd-Eyes Absolute Dragon(R 7/O 0/5600/2500 effect)
Absolute Dragon blasted Starving Venom with ice blue breath, destroying him (Flash 0/Spiral 1200).
“So, that is the strength of one of the Big 5?” Flash/Zack thought.
“Man, that was intense.” Astral smiled. “Never could see something like that back home.”
Sure, he was bummed the mini tourney was over, but he wouldn’t let that get him down. It’s not like he couldn’t duel Twilight another time.
“No kidding.” Twilight stated. “Reminds me a lot of Shining’s duels with stronger duelist.”
“That’s the end.” Spiral stated. “Per our agreement, no more duels for today, the tournament is over, and I get to rank you. Flash 2, Twilight 3, Astral 4, and Zack is 5 for interfering. You also had no drive to win, so consider it your penalty.”
With that, Spiral walked out of the building.
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Practice Building
Flash was floored by that duel. “That was the power of one of five duelist who are the best in the world.” He looked at his deck before smiling. “Even if I dueled her with a partner, I was able to compete.”
Nathan and Sunset’s images flashed through his mind. Those two had devastated Flash in more ways than one, but after dueling Spiral, he was starting to feel like he might stand a chance against those two.
“Flash Sentry.” Zack approached him. “I just wanted to thank you for the valuable information yours and Spiral’s deck. I’m certain the information I gleamed will be valuable.”
“Oh, sure I guess.” Flash rubbed the back of his head. “I’m just sorry you were ranked fifth when you were guaranteed at least rank three.” He shook his head. “I’d even say you could have beaten me considering how much skill you have.”
“As I said, winning and losing means little to me.” Zack stated. “Knowledge is what I care about.”
“How can he not care about winning or losing?” Flash contemplated. “I don’t think he should obsess over it, and I don’t fully agree with Spiral; however, there should be some care. I wonder where his fighting spirit is. Even Spiral has that, she’s just not as vocal about it.”
“Once I’ve taken into account everything I’ve learned, I’m hoping you’ll duel me.” Zack stated.
“Unfortunately, we can’t duel today, or I would take you on right now.” Flash stated.
With everything wrapping up, Celestia decided to take back control. “In this instance, Luna and I would have vetoed Spiral, but all of you did consent to the ante.” She cleared her throat. “On that note, I request all four of you follow me to our team’s planning room.”
“Come along on the double.” Luna added.
Flash and Zack had no problems following while Twilight and Astral brought up the rear.
“Man, this stinks.” Astral declared. “Who puts a ban on dueling for a day?”
“I must agree that it is rather bizarre.” Twilight stated. “Still, we did agree.”
“I know.” Astral shook his head. “As a fledgling team, I think it’s important to stand by our decisions. Still, that Spiral rubs me the wrong way even if I can’t deny her strength.” He smiled. “That means I got to make her duel me by working my way up the ranks.”
Twilight noticed Astral was looking at her with an intense expression. “Can I help you?”
“You’re next in the ranks, so I’ll need to take you down first.” Astral pointed at her. “Get ready Twilight Sparkle because come tomorrow I’m challenging you to a duel!”
In his own way, Astral kind of reminded Twilight of Pinkie Pie. Sure, one loved dueling while the other was more about parties, but the two of them had a lot of energy. If there’s one thing Twilight hadn’t dealt with since her friends left, it was this level of energy.
“Yeah, we’ll see about that.” Twilight shied away from him a bit. “If he’s willing to duel, maybe I can get a handle on the card Shining left me. I still don’t believe in that magical stuff, but something seems different about. I just can’t figure out what it is.”
Planning Room
The room was set up with tables on the right-hand, center, and left-hand sides. Aisles were on either side of the center tables. There were rows, but considering the size of the group, the four duelists sat up front. Celestia sat behind a desk facing them while Luna stood at her side.
“Today did not go as expected, but we got a good look at your skills beyond the times you were scouted.” Celestia smiled. “It is my honor to welcome you all to Harmonious Element, and we hope you four will help lead this team to many victories in the further.
Now, there are a few things we must go over before Luna and I show you to your rooms. First, no matter what your schooling was, you have all been enrolled into online classes. It will be up to you how seriously you take that aspect of your life.
My sister and I are not going to be breathing down your necks, so your future is up to you. That said, I would suggest you not slack since a backup plan for your future is always nice to have. Some of you may even have plans that require a proper education.
Secondly, you are allowed freedom within reason. You four are now duelists on the world stage. It is your responsibility to uphold what that means. If you put in the effort, you can go where you please. Canterlot is a beautiful city with much to do and see.
Lastly, each of your rooms have been outfitted with the latest laptop which has your schooling program on it. If there are no questions, we will take you to your rooms.” No one had anything to ask. “Twilight go with Luna while you boys follow me.”
The group left the meeting room and walked outside. Luna then took Twilight to the right while the boys were taken to the left. In other words, they were taken to the girl and boy dormitories.
Flash’s Dorm Room
Flash had been shown to his room and left there while Celestia did the same with Zack and Astral. At first glance, it seemed rather simple. A bed with a blue blanket, dark purple carpet, bookshelf, and desk with a laptop.
When you took a closer look, you’d notice how anything made of wood in the room was mahogany and the bed was comfortably soft. The bookshelf was filled with anything and everything you could want to know about dueling.
“This will do.” Flash noticed his luggage had been brought here. “Might as well unpack.”
As Flash worked to put his clothes away, he noticed a cellphone with a note on it in the bag.
“Flash,
 
This phone has my number in it. Call me any time you need me.
 
Shadow
 
P.S: Capper’s number is in here as well. I know you want to see Forward, so he’s your best bet.”
“Thanks Shadow.” Flash thought before taking out the phone and calling Capper.
“Shadow.” Capper stated. “It’s been a…”
“It’s actually me, Capper.” Flash interrupted.
“Flash? Huh, so that’s why Shadow contacted me for a number.” Capper sounded happy. “Good to hear from you kid. I won’t lie. I was a little worried over these past two years. How have you been? What are you doing now?”
“Much better since we last saw each other.” Flash stated. “Shadow and I have parted ways for the time being. He’s gone to Neo Domino City while I’m back in Canterlot, and I’ve just joined Harmonious Element.”
“Good to hear.” Capper stated. “So, is this just a social call or do you need anything?”
“It’s about Forward.” Flash stated. “Over the last two years, I never heard anything about him, so I’m hoping you have information on him.”
“Ah, the young one of the family.” Capper sighed solemnly. “After he went to Spain with Sombra, all traces of him vanished. Not just him, but Crystal Cavalcade itself went silent. Have you heard about it?”
“I heard Crystal Cavalcade pulled out of the league before coming back this year, but I didn’t think there was anything going on.” Flash clenched his teeth. “Considering Forward was somehow emancipated, I’m not sure how well Sombra would take me showing up uninvited.”
“Yeah, I looked more into it from every angle, but it seems Sombra achieved the impossible because the papers are airtight in every legal sense of the word.” Capper stated. “Sorry I can’t be more help on that front, but do you have something else in mind?”
“I do.” Flash stated. “Keep tabs on Crystal Cavalcade to the best of your ability. Specifically, on anything pertaining to Forward. If he leaves Spain, I want to know where he’s gone. Can you do that?”
“Can I do that?” Capper asked feigning hurt. “Who are you talking to? This guy may have risen in life, but the roots are still there. I got ears on the streets and resources to boot. If I ever catch wind of Forward, you’ll know.”
“Thank you, Capper.” Flash stated. “I know this may be sudden, but I appreciate your understanding.”
“No problem.” Capper stated. “I told you to come to me if you need anything. Flash Industries’ resources are at your disposal.”
“I’m glad to still have the company on my side.” Flash stated genuinely relieved. “With that out of the way, mind catching me up on these past two years. A guy can only learn so much from news stations.”
“I’d be glad to.” Capper stated.
Cafeteria, Morning…
Flash had gotten up bright and early to tackle the day giving him plenty of time to get cracking on his online schooling. He figured it was best to work through it even if his dream was to become the next Phenomenon.
Especially considering he still wanted to follow in his father’s footsteps and take over the company. Being the Phenomenon wasn’t enough to prepare you to run a whole company. Once breakfast rolled around, he decided to head to the mess hall.
As he approached, Flash smelt an assortment of spices, which were rather pleasing. Upon entering the mess hall, he saw an orange skinned woman with purple eyes and long, fluffy purple hair. She also wore Indian attire.
Flash approached her and she spoke with an Indian accent. “Ah, you must be one of the new duelists.” She seemed upbeat. “My name is Saffron Masala, but you can call me Saffron.”
“It’s nice to meet you, Saffron.” Flash liked how friendly the chef seemed to be. “My name is Flash Sentry, but you can just call me Flash. What’s on the menu for breakfast?” 
“Somedays it will be dishes native to America while others will see you eating food from my homeland.” She grabbed a plate with rice and a ladle before scooping some curry onto it. “This is my father and I’s famous curry, which we perfected together back home.”
“Curry, huh?” Flash asked.
Saffron smiled. “I know it may not be a traditional breakfast, but I believe curry can be eaten at any time, provided you know how to make it like I do. I also wished to share this dish with all the new faces.”
“Hey, I’m not complaining.” Flash took the plate and placed it on a tray. “I was a just a little surprised is all, but if it tastes half as good as it smells, I’ll enjoy it regardless of what time it is.”
“Do not be shy.” Saffron smiled. “I always make plenty, so come back for as many servings as you like.”
“Will do.” Flash took his tray to a table and had a seat before taking a bite. “Whoa, this is amazing!”
In mere minutes of Flash sitting down, Twilight and Zack entered the mess hall. They grabbed some food for themselves before Zack went off to his own table with a book, and Twilight sat across from Flash.
“I wasn’t expecting this for breakfast.” Twilight was looking at her plate. “I have to wonder where Celestia found this chef.”
Flash swallowed his current mouthful of curry before speaking. “It may not be a traditional breakfast, but this curry is the best I’ve ever had. Just try it, and you’ll see what I mean.”
“It’s really that good, huh?” Twilight sighed before trying a spoonful. “This really is good.”
“I told you.” Flash smiled. “Don’t judge something before trying it Twi. I thought the other girls and I would have taught you that long ago.”
“Hey!” Twilight shouted. “I didn’t say it’d be bad. I just said it wasn’t what I expected.”
“Lighten up.” Flash laughed. “I was just teasing.”
Twilight grumbled to herself, but there was an unmistakable smile on her face. She had missed all her friends since that fateful day years ago. That said, there was the smallest hint of a blush on her cheeks that Flash didn’t notice as he got back to eating.
Just then, Astral burst into room as he was here for a purpose. “Twilight!” He ran over and had gotten everyone’s attention. “I knew you’d be here. You can’t avoid me forever.”
“Avoid you?” Twilight questioned. “I wasn’t avoiding you. In fact, didn’t we talk yesterday?”
“She didn’t seem to be avoiding anyone when she entered dude.” Flash added.
“That doesn’t matter.” Astral declared. “What matters now is Spiral’s ban has been lifted, so I’m going to challenge you for Rank 3.” He pointed at her. “Let’s do what we were supposed to do yesterday. Duel me, Twilight!”
Twilight and Flash looked from Astral to each other.
“I guess we can duel, but can it wait until after breakfast?” Twilight asked.
“Are you kidding? A true duelist can duel any time, with or without a full stomach. Come on, let’s…” Astral’s stomach growled, so he cleared his throat. “I suppose a proper meal is in order. After breakfast, we duel outside, agreed?”
Twilight nodded. “Sure.”
Astral took off to get some food leaving Twilight and Flash to eat in peace. Zack had looked over the top of his book at the proceedings with an interested look. As the situation ended, he returned his attention to his book while eating.
Outside
Twilight and Astral were facing off with their duel disks at the ready.
Astral smiled. “Get ready Twilight because this duel will end with my victory.”
Twilight nodded. “Let’s see if those words prove true Astral.”
Flash stood off to the side to observe. “Looks like it’s time to see how accurately Spiral can read us.”
Zack stood in the shadow of the cafeteria intent on observing. “This should be interesting.”
“Let’s Duel!”
(Twilight 4000/Astral 4000)
“Since I challenged you, I’ll grant you the first turn.” Astral stated. “Show me what you got.”
“I’ll do just that.” Twilight nodded. “I’ll start by playing Berry Magician Girl(LV 1/400/400).” A baby magician with fairy wings appeared.
“That card is weak.” Astral thought “Very unlike a card Starlight would start with.”
“Since Berry was normal summoned, I can add any Magician Girl from my deck to my hand.” Twilight declared. “I’ll then set one card to end my turn.”
“Time to show my stuff.” Astral drew. “I activate the effect of Blue-Eyes Alternative White Dragon(LV 8/3000/2500), By revealing Blue-Eyes White Dragon in my hand, I can special summon Alternative to the field.” A white dragon appeared.
“He has Cyber Dragons and Blue Eyes?” Flash nodded. “Impressive.”
 
“Now my dragon will attack Berry Magician Girl with Alternative Neutron Blast!” Astral declared.
“I activate my Berry’s other effect.” Twilight declared. “By shifting her position, I can special summon any Magician Girl from my deck except Berry. I’ll choose my Lemon Magician Girl(LV 2/800/600).” A female spellcaster in yellow robes appeared.
My dragon will redirect his attack to Lemon then.” Astral declared.
“Bad move.” Twilight declared. “I activate one of Lemon’s effects. If she’s targeted for an attack, I can special summon a spellcaster from my hand, but their effects are negated. Then, your monster’s ATK is halved, and you must attack the monster I summon. I choose Dark Magician(LV 7/2500/2000).” A red robbed version of Dark Magician with white hair appeared.
Blue-Eyes Alternative White Dragon(LV 8/1500/2500 effect)
The Dark Magician spun his staff generating a barrier that absorbed the attack and fired it back at the dragon to destroy it (Twilight 4000/Astral 3000)
“Blue-Eyes!” Astral shouted before smiling. “Pretty smooth Twilight, but I still have my normal summon. I’ll bust out Cyber Larva(LV 1/400/600).” A machine larva appeared. “I’ll then set one card of my own before ending my turn.”
“My move.” Twilight drew. “I now activate Lemon’s other effect. By tributing any other Magician Girl, I can add any Spellcaster I wish from my deck to my hand. I’ll choose Berry to add another Dark Magician to my hand. “Next, I activate Magician’s Navigation.
With this, I can special summon a Dark Magician(LV 7/ 2500/2000) from my hand.” A green robbed magician with silver hair appeared. “I can then special summon another Level 7 or lower dark Spellcaster from my deck. I choose my final Dark Magican(LV 7/2500/2000).” The purple robbed and haired magician appeared alongside his comrades.
“Whoa, three Dark Magicians at one time.” Astral smiled. “This is what I’m talking about. Show me what you got.”
“If you insist.” Twilight returned. “First, I overlay my red robbed and greed robbed magicians. Masters of dark magic lend their power to create a magician higher than themselves. Xyz summon Ebon High Magician(R 7/O 2/2300/2800).”
A spellcaster in black robes with silver plating appeared. “Next, I activate Dark Magic Fusion. This spell operates like Polymerization; however, if one of the materials I use is Dark Magician, there is an added effect.
The other material I name, from my hand or field, can be treated as any type of monster I choose. I shall fuse my last Dark Magician with Lemon Magician Girl, which will act as a Warrior type monster. Master of dark magic take the aspects of a warrior to become a mighty monster.
Fusion summon Dark Cavalry(LV 8/3100/2300 effect).” A purple robbed and armored magician appeared atop an arcane, purple steed. “This card gains 100 ATK for each spell/trap on the field or in our graves.”
“A Fusion and Xyz summon on the same turn.” Astral nodded. “Impressive, but what can they do?”
“They each have their unique effects, but you’ll see them later.” Twilight declared. “For now, I’ll have Dark Cavalry attack Cyber Larva. Arcane Thrust!”
Dark Cavalry thrust his lance forward which launched dark magic through larva.
“Since you targeted Larva for an attack, I take no more battle damage for the rest of the turn.” Astral declared as Larva was destroyed. “What’s more, I can special summon another Cyber Larva from my deck Cyber Larva(LV 1/400/600).”
“An impressive card and great counter to Twilight’s own Magician Girls which got her to this point.” Flash thought. “How will Astral continue from here?”
“I’ll attack your remaining Larva with High Magician.” Twilight declared.
“I only have two Larva, so I cannot summon another.” Astral declared.
“I shall set a card and end my turn.” Twilight declared. “Your move Astral.”
Dark Cavalry(LV 8/3200/2300 effect)
“Time to take this up a notch!” Astral drew. “Just what I need. I activate Power Bond to fuse monsters from my hand and/or field.” Dark Cavalry(LV 8/3300/2300 effect) “That’s not all as whatever monster I summon through this card gains ATK equal to its original ATK.
I’ll combine two Cyber Dragons from my hand. Two dragons of the cyber merge into one. Fusion summon Cyber Twin Dragon(LV 8/5600/2100 effect).” A twin headed cyber dragon appeared.
“That is a powerful monster.” Twilight stated.
“Not only that, but it has a powerful effect if I recall the history pertaining to Zane Truesdale.” Zack thought.
“I activate Magician’s Defense.” Twilight declared. “With this continuous trap, any damage I take is halved as long as I control a spellcaster.”
“Not bad, but this turn is still going to hurt.” Astral declared. “I activate my face down Lost Wind. With this, I can negate the effects of a monster you control and cut their original ATK in half. I’ll target Dark Cavalry.”
“Not a bad trap, but Cavalry can counter with his quick effect.” Twilight declared. “Since you’re targeting a card with an effect, I can discard a card to negate and destroy it.”
“You stopped that card, but I can still attack.” Astral declared. “Cyber Twin Dragon attack Dark Cavalry with Twin Strident Blast (Twilight 2850/Astral 3000). My dragon can attack twice, so I’ll wipe out your High Magician with Twin Strident Blast (Twilight 1200/Astral 3000).”
“An impressive combo. I could use High Magician to cover my field, but any spellcaster I summon wouldn’t be enough by itself.” Twilight nodded. “You are no ordinary duelist.”
“Same to you.” Astral stated. “Not many back home could have survived my combo, but I’m starting to realize the world isn’t what I thought it’d be. Still, I’m here now, and I will rise to the top no matter what.
Count on that. It’s your move Twilight, and since I’m ending my turn, Power Bond’s negative effect activates inflicting damage to me equal to the ATK gained by Cyber Twin Dragon (Twilight 1200/Astral 200).”
“Everyone here is so powerful, and many of them have the drive to win. If I want to keep up, I got to match them. That means I can’t be satisfied with where I lie now. I need to improve like they will.” Twilight’s eyes went wide as she looked to her extra deck.
“Is that why Shining gave me that spellcaster? That must be it. Even if I ultimately want to be a teacher, I’m a duelist now, and my friends are out there waiting for me. If I can’t go all out, then what help will I be to Flash in bringing them to their senses?”
 
“Hey, is something wrong?” Astral noticed Twilight had gone rather quiet. “Please don’t tell me you’re giving up.”
“I still don’t believe in all that magical nonsense, but maybe my duel disk acted up because I was not sure of my move leading to a technical glitch. There’s only one way to find out.” Twilight put a hand on her dual disk. “This is it!”
Astral smiled. “Oh, did you draw something good?”
“I drew just what I needed to summon my ultimate monster.” Twilight declared. “A magician with power enough to rival Blue-Eyes Ultimate Dragon.”
“I’m getting excited.” Astral nodded. “Show me this power.”
“Does Twilight really have a card like that?” Flash wondered.
“I activate Magicalized Fusion. By banishing the materials for a Spellcaster fusion monster from my field or grave, I can fusion summon a spellcaster from my extra deck. I banish Dark Cavalry, Ebon High Magician, Dark Magician, Lemon Magician Girl, and Berry Magician Girl.
5 spellcasters become one to bring about the ultimate magician. Fusion summon Quintet Magician(LV 12/4500/4500).” A colossal magician in purple and seafoam green robes appeared from a magic circle on the ground.
“Now that’s what I’m talking about!” Astral declared excitedly. “When you summon a monster from your extra deck, I can set Lost Wind to the field from my grave.”
“That doesn’t matter because when Quintet is summoned using five spellcasters with different names, every card you control is destroyed. That leaves you wide open for a direct attack. Quintet Magician attack Astral with Supreme Dark Magic!”
Four Magic circles surrounded Astral while a fifth appeared beneath him. Dark magic surged forth from those portals and washed over Astral (Twilight 1200/Astral 0).”
“Impressive card.” Zack walked away. “Leave it to a spellcaster user to have something like that up their sleeve.”
 
“That was amazing Twilight!” Flash ran over to her with a smile. “I didn’t know you had a monster like that, and you summoned him in such a cool way.”
“I didn’t always but Shining gave it to me when I was scouted.” Twilight was blushing at Flash’s compliment, but she nodded. “In the two weeks I’ve had him, I couldn’t summon him.”
“Really?” Flash nodded. “That’s strange, but the card seems to be working now.” He shook his head. “Man, leave it to Shining Armor to give you a card like that.” He looked at where the monster had been. “Unlike most monsters used in the game, I could feel its power.”
“Hey Twilight!” They turned to see Astral pointing at her. “You may have won this time, but don’t think this means I’ll accept my rank. Just you wait because I’m going to grow stronger and beat you one day.” He ran off. “Mark my words!”
“That guy may be a little to excitable.” Flash put his hands in his pockets. “Anyways, I’m going to head to my room for a bit.” He walked off. “Later Twilight.”
“Oh, see you Flash.” Twilight called out.
Planning Room, Next Day…
Everyone had received an email telling them to meet in the Planning Room that afternoon. Like the day prior, Flash, Twilight, Zack, and Astral sat in the front. Unlike yesterday, Spiral had joined them yet sat in the back.
“We would like to thank you all for answering our call.” Luna declared. “You are gathered here today because we have received word of who our first opponent will be for the start of Duel Season in two weeks.”
“Before we get to that, I would like to address something with all of you.” Celestia stood. “Normally, a team would have this discussion a little closer to the day; however, our team has much to prove since we’re starting from the bottom.
Our reputation will be on the line in every duel we partake in, and the world will have their eyes on us. They will expect us to fail, but I believe this team can turn that expectation upside down. You all must give your best, so use these two weeks to ensure you are ready.”
“Every team will compete for a place in the World League, but only eight teams will earn a spot.” Luna continued. “In order for us to have the chance to compete, we must rack up points. Do not rest on your current strength. Aim to surpass it.”
“Naturally.” Astral declared. “It’d be boring if our team rested on their current strength.”
“Our first match will be against team Duel Crusaders.” Celestia took her seat as the screen next to her desk turned on displaying a duel monster card with a shield layered over top. “When you see them, keep in mind they may seem unimpressive, but do not let their age fool you.”
“Spike.” Twilight stared at the screen. “I didn’t think we’d have the chance to duel this soon, but even with a year of experience over me, I won’t hold back.”
“Does this mean our opponents will be young?” Flash asked.
“Young indeed, but as we’ve said, their skills are not to be questioned.” Luna declared. “Duel Crusaders was one of the highest ranked teams last year, and they proved their worth. Train hard for this will not be easy.”
“The members who will compete are Spiral Sol as captain, Flash Sentry, Twilight Sparkle, and Astral Flare as the sub.” Celestia declared. “Zack Rider, do not slouch on your training during this time for you may very well be picked to compete down the line.”
“Rest assured this will not impede my training.” Zack stated.
“In two weeks, our first match will be fought at Canterlot Stadium.” Celestia informed. “I hope those of you competing will give it your best. Now, you’re all dismissed.”
“This is it.” Flash was staring at the screen intently. “In two weeks, we’ll be dueling in the big leagues. Since this will be my world debut, I’ll have to give it my all.”

“I may just be a sub, but I could have a chance at competing.” Astral thought hopefully. “Even if I can’t, I’ll be there to cheer my team on.”
“I can’t let everyone down.” Twilight thought. “I’ll need to give it my all.”
 
“At least I’ll have a seat in the stands.” Zack thought. “I may not be competing, but that doesn’t mean this won’t be an informative experience.”
Spiral had fallen asleep after she was announced as the leader.
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Harmonious Element Compound: Celestia’s Office
Spiral, Flash, Twilight, and Astral stood before Celestia while Luna stood off to the side next to a screen.
“We’re counting on you four to ace this.” Celestia declared. “Nothing else matters.”
“You can count on us.” Astral declared. “We’ll show them whose boss.”
“We need to cover some specifics about the opposing team.” Luna pulled out a pad and pressed a button causing the opposing team to appear on screen. “This is team Duel Crusaders. Spike, Sweetie Bell, Scootaloo, and Apple Bloom.”
All four were preteens with Spike being the only guy. He had a green mohawk, matching eyes, and light purple skin. He wore a white shirt with a purple jacket over top, black pants with green lines down the side, a gray belt, and black sneakers.
Sweetie Bell had white skin, light green eyes, and purple and pink hair that reached past her shoulders. She wore a light pink shirt with a salmon pink, short sleeved overshirt, a dull yellow skirt, and dark pink shoes.
Scootaloo had orange skin, short purple hair, and matching eyes. She wore a light black hoodie with light blue trim, matching combat boots, and green cargo pants. Unlike the others in the photo, she wore her duel disk which was orange with purple accents.
Apple Bloom had pale yellow skin, light red eyes, and red hair which reached down her back and had a large pink bow in it. She wore a short sleeved, light green top, blue jeans rolled up to her knees, and tan cowgirl boots.
“A picture can be very telling.” Twilight was staring at Spike. “From what I can tell, you’re happy with your team little brother.” She smiled. “I’m glad you four are still together even if I am not with my friends.”
“Make no mistake.” Luna warned. “All four are skilled with Spike and Scootaloo even making it to the end of year tournament last year. They run a Red-Eyes and Dinowrestler deck, respectively. Apple Bloom ran an Aroma deck just last year.”
“Does she no longer run that deck?” Flash asked.
“According to rumors, she still runs the deck but went about adding more to the recipe.” Celestia informed. “It’s an unknown what we can account for with her while Sweetie Bell is assumedly a total mystery. Word has it she’s got a whole new deck this year.”
“Having unknowns in the mix gets me fired up.” Astral declared. “Whatever they have, I’ll meet it head on.”
“It doesn’t matter how strong they are.” Spiral stated plainly. “I’ll still win.”
Canterlot Park
Sweetie Bell stood before a gathered crowd with a head set on. “Ladies and Gentlemen of Canterlot, it is an honor to be back for Duel Crusaders’ first official match of the season. For those of you who don’t remember me, I’m Sweetie Bell.
My friends over there are Scootaloo and Spike.” Two of the remaining three members were behind a boom box. “For those of you who don’t know, it is customary for me to put on a show, so let’s get started.”
The crowd cheered as Sweetie Bell held up her white with purple accent duel disk before playing Trickstar Band Sweet Guitar. A fairy with crazy light purple and blue hair appeared behind her. She wore a black and blue dress and held a light purple guitar.
Band Sweet began playing her guitar while Spike and Scootaloo played the boombox, at the same time, to add in more instrument. A nice, upbeat tune began to play that the gathered audience was getting into.
(Yu-Gi-Oh! ARC-V, Can You Feel the Power Instrumental. - YouTube)

Can you feel the power

You vs me competition for the victory

I could be the best one day and make history

Swing into action are you ready to play

Challenge anyone anywhere any day

You wanna take a chance go ahead and roll the dice

See if it's in your cards if you will pay the price

Activate the spell let your powers come to life

It is showtime who will win the fight

I'm ready to duel go head and make your move

I’ll win this duel

You can't beat my moves

I’m in that groove

I know I can’t lose

Your turn your tricks

Now what will you choose

Can you feel the power

I’ll win this duel

You can't beat my moves

I’m in that groove

I know I can’t lose

Your turn your tricks

Now what will you choose

Can you feel the power

Sweetie Bell always put her entire being into singing, and it paid off as the people boisterously cheered. “Thank you, everyone! That is one of a few songs I intend to sing, but before I get to more, let’s hear a cheer for my entire team even if our leader could not be here.”
The crowd gave big cheer.
Spike whispered over to his teammate. “By the way, where is Apple Bloom?”
“She’s currently over at Harmonious Element trying to get the scoop.” Scootaloo whispered back. “Not only is Spiral now on a team, but we don’t know anything about the other duelists.”
“Ah, that makes sense.” Spike stated.
Sweetie Bell spoke up. “Alright, time for our next song!”
Harmonious Element Compound, Outside the Training Room
Speaking of Apple Bloom, she was currently hidden in a bush, and she wasn’t alone. She had brought a brown and white furred dog with her. The pair were currently just outside the training room hoping someone was dueling inside.
If not, she’d have to head over to their arena, but from what she saw, staying hidden would be a little harder. She held her dog up as she peaked into the window where she could see Astral and Twilight dueling.
“That’s Twilight!” Apple Bloom whisper shouted to Winona in shock. “I didn’t think she’d be one of the duelists for Harmonious Element.”
Inside the Training Room
Astral’s Field (LP: 2000/Hand: 0)
Cyber Dragon(LV 5/2100/1600)
0 Set Cards
 
Twilight’s Field (LP: 1000/H: 0)
0 Monsters
1 Set Card
“Alright Twilight, with your Breaker gone, I’ll end my turn.” Astral declared. “Show me what you got!”
“Since you insist, I won’t hold back.” Twilight drew. “I activate my face down Call of the Haunted to revive Dark Magician(LV 7/2500/2000) from my grave.” The purple robed and haired magician appeared.
“You may have your ace back but destroying Cyber Dragon doesn’t defeat me.” Astral declared. “Next turn, I’ll draw something awesome to win this duel!”
“Sorry Astral, but there won’t be a next turn.” Twilight declared. “The card I drew was Thousand Knives. With this, my dark Magician can destroy any one monster you control. Your Cyber Dragon is the only target.”
Dark Magician waved his staff, summoning multiple knives which launched at Cyber Dragon. Eventually, the the damage was too great causing the monster to explode.
“Cyber Dragon!” Astral yelled.
“Now, Dark Magician will finish this with a direct attack.” Twilight declared. “Go Dark Magic Attack!”
Dark Magician generated a sphere of magic which hit Astral (Astral 0/Twilight 1000).
 
“You won another duel, but that doesn’t matter.” Astral pointed at her. “I’ll keep getting better with every duel, and before you know it, I’ll beat you.” He ran out the door. “Just you wait!”
Bush Outside
“That one duelist has energy to spare.” Apple Bloom ducked down in the bush. “Not to mention, that was Twilight I saw. A Dark Magician user and what looks like a Cyber Dragon user. That’s tricky.” She looked to her dog. “What do you…”
Apple Bloom stopped as she realized Winona wasn’t there anymore.
Before she could frantically look for her, Apple Bloom heard a familiar voice. “Hey, get back here! That was my dad’s favorite wrench!”
Harmonious Element Compound
Flash had been walking his dual runner to work on it in the open since it was such a nice day. A wrench with Flash Magnus’ name was loosely held in his hand. This had been his favorite wrench and was one of the few items Flash had left from him.
Then, a brown and white furred dog came barreling out of the nearby bush to nab it from his hand before running off. “Hey, get back here!” Flash gave chase. “That was my dad’s favorite wrench!”
Apple Bloom stepped out with a sweat drop and scratched her face as the two of them were already far off in the distance. “This isn’t good.”
Cafeteria
Winona barreled into the mess hall with Flash hot on her heels.
“This isn’t a game!” Flash exclaimed. “Drop the wrench!”
Zack had been eating a late lunch comprised of a turkey sandwich, bowl of fruit, and glass of water, curtesy of Saffron, when he saw Flash chasing a dog with a wrench in its mouth.
“Huh, that’s unexpected.” Zack thought calmly.
Saffron took note of this as Flash was now chasing Winona around the room. “Flash, what is going on? Is that your dog?”
“This dog does look familiar, but there’s no way it could be Winona.” Flash continued to chase the dog. “I don’t know whose dog this is, but they have my father’s wrench. Speaking of which…” He addressed the dog. “…give me that wrench!”
Suddenly, there was a whistle which drew the dog’s attention. This led her out of the cafeteria, with Flash still following.
Outside
Apple Bloom held out her arms and Winona jumped into them before wagging her tail happily. She even barked while still holding the wrench in her mouth.
“Give me the…” Flash began.
He skidded to a stop before Apple Bloom and stared at her in disbelief.
“I’m sorry about this Flash.” Apple Bloom looked at Winona and put a hand on the wrench. “Bad girl. Release this wrench, or you’re not getting treats for a week.” Winona whined but complied. “Again, I’m mighty sorry.” She handed over the wrench. “I’ve been going a little liberal with the treats, so I’m sure she was expecting one for bringing me this.”
Flash took the wrench before looking at her. “No problem, Apple Bloom.”
“You actually remember me?” Apple Bloom asked.
“Well, yeah.” Flash shook his head. “Kind of hard to forget one of four children I babysat whenever Fluttershy was busy.” He sighed. “You four really liked my extra cards considering the number of times I had to pick them up off the floor when you were done with them.”
“Can you blame us?” Apple Bloom asked with puffed out cheeks. “You had so many cards, and our big sisters loved to duel.”
“At the time, I wasn’t a fan, but what I wouldn’t give to go back to those days.” Flash shook his head. “That’s not important. Apple Bloom, what are you doing here?”
“Oh…” Apple Bloom laughed unconvincingly. “I wanted to introduce myself to the newest team in the World League. I had no idea you and Twilight were members though.”
“You’re terrible at lying, just like AJ.” Flash declared. “Look, I’ll help you out, but you can’t do things like this. Coming into another team’s compound uninvited can mean big trouble.”
“It’s not like I’d have been caught if I kept a better watch on Winona.” Apple Bloom mumbled.
“That’s not the point.” Flash rubbed a hand over his face. “Just because you wouldn’t have been caught, doesn’t mean you should do it. I’m only saying this because I’d prefer it if you stayed out of trouble.”
“Yeah, I guess.” Apple Bloom sighed. “I’m sorry.”
“Just, don’t let this happen again.” Flash started walking. “I’m assuming you jumped the wall, so I’m sending you back over.”
Apple Bloom came to walk with him, and there was silence until she decided to bring up something that was on her mind. “Hey Flash, has my sister contacted you since the day of your suspension?”
“Well, I didn’t make it easy, but I assume she didn’t, just like she hasn’t contacted Twilight.” Flash shook his head. “None of the other girls ever contacted Twilight all this time. Why do you ask?”
“I was curious.” Apple Bloom stated. “Sweetie Bell and Scootaloo were as well. After that day, they were acting weird.”
“Weird?” Flash raised an eyebrow. “Weird how?”
“Our sisters and surrogate sister broke off contact with one another and told us to do the same with each other. The only one of us who didn’t get orders were Spike and Forward. Well, Twilight was the same as ever, and Forward went silent on his own.”
“That dark aura…” Flash remembered it well. “Apple Bloom, do you know if any of them dueled Sunset before the day of my suspension?”
“Uh, I think so.” Apple Bloom replied. “Come to think of it, all four of us could confirm it. At different times, they said they were going to duel Sunset, but upon their return, they didn’t seem to remember telling us as such. Flash, do you think Sunset is behind this somehow?”
“Honestly, I do.” Flash looked at Apple Bloom. “I’m not going to pretend I’m some strong duelist because quite frankly, I was awful two years ago. That said, if Sunset comes looking for a duel, do not underestimate her.”
Apple Bloom may have brushed off advice like that, but something about Flash’s eyes and posture made her rethink that. Finally, the pair had made it to the wall.
“We could talk more, but I don’t want to risk it.” Flash crouched and cupped his hands. “Let’s get you and Winona out of here.”
“Alright.” Apple Bloom complied.
Flash helped Apple Bloom to the top of the wall where she looked down at him. “You know Flash, it has been great to see you again.” The youngest Apple let Winona jump down the other side. “I just want you to know none of us believed you were the thief.”
Despite knowing his friend’s actions weren’t in their control, Flash couldn’t deny that hearing those words was relieving. Sure, Celestia believe he wasn’t the thief either, but that had been kind of ruined by her still punishing him at the time.
“Thanks, Apple Bloom.” Flash smiled. “See you at our match, and if we duel, I won’t hold back.”
Apple Bloom smiled back at him. “Same here.”
She jumped down the other side. Flash could hear footsteps running away, and once they were gone, he walked off back towards his duel runner. He was already concocting a small fib to cover Apple Bloom having been there.
Canterlot Stadium, Day’s Later…
The stadium itself was up to date and ready to house duels. Currently, it was packed with people ready to watch the match that day.
“Hello everyone!” Autumn declared. “This is Autumn Blaze host of Blaze Talks. Once Duel Season comes, I’m one of many humble announcers. As such, I would like to welcome you all to this momentous day. Get ready, for the match you’ve come to see begins soon!”
Outside
Team Harmonious Element, those dueling and not, were arriving with the crowds.
“I’ve been waiting for this moment all my life.” Astral pumped his fist in the air. “I’m finally in the big leagues!”
Inside
“This day is one which is held in several host cities across the world and in a wide variety of duel domes.” Autumn continued. “The match in this dome is between home team Harmonious Element and away team Duel Crusaders. Before we get started, we have an official address from one of the co-owners of team Harmonious Element. Please welcome, Celestia!”
Lights dimmed before spotlights were shined on her. “It is an honor to stand before you today. When my sister and I set out to craft Harmonious Element, we dreamed of this moment. The start of it all. Standing here now, I only have one thing to say.
Duel Crusaders is an amazing team and perfect opponents to show what Harmonious Element is capable of. Weather we win or lose, you should brace yourselves because I believe every duelists is ready to show what they’re made of. Duel Season is now open!”
A spectacular light show and smoke bombs went off as people cheered.
“Thank you, Celestia.” Autumn declared. “With her address finished, we would like to invite our competitors to the stage. In the blue corner stands a team whose world rank continues to climb every year and comes to us from Neo Domino City. It’s team Duel Crusaders!”
The door to the hallways opened, and Duel Crusaders stepped in.
“Their captain is Apple Bloom, the master of healing plants. Next there’s a girl who tames the roughest of dino, Scootaloo. Then, a boy whose potential grows each year, Spike. Finally, a girl whose loves to perform, Sweetie Bell.”
Entrance to the Red Corner
Flash, Astral, and Twilight stood at their entrance while watching things unfold on a nearby screen.
“It’s hard to believe those four can compete in the World League.” Twilight smiled. “That said, I’m happy they can, and even happier they’re our first opponents.”
“I know what you mean.” Flash nodded. “No matter what, we got to give this our all.”
Naturally, Flash and Twilight had filled everyone in on their history with this group. Well, they had left our details for now since certain things were unnecessary at this time.
“You won’t see me lacking.” Astral crossed his arms. “Even if they are friends of yours, it’s just no fun unless we give it our all.”
Harmonious Element’s Owner Box
Celestia sat on a chair while Luna stood next to her with her pad. “The crowd has little to no confidence in our team going into this match. We have to show our team can compete or this Duel Season may be over before it begins.”
“You worry too much, dear sister.” Celestia smiled. “I told you we should have gotten you a chair as well. They are perfect for relaxation.”
“How can you blame me for being wound up?” Luna questioned. “We need to make a good impression.”
“We have the ultimate ace on our team with Spiral, and I don’t see Shining Armor on that opposing team.” Celestia stated firmly. “Trust me when I say we’ll win this.”
Arena Stands
Spiral stood at the top of the stands and partially in the entryway to the halls. From here, she had been observing everything with a rather uninterested expression. Honestly, it was hard not to fall asleep, but this was one of the few times she couldn’t let it happen.
The crowd going wild over the opposing team helped. “Duel Crusaders! Duel Crusaders! Duel Crusaders!”
Not in that it enlisted any emotion, but in that it was loud enough to keep her awake.
“They are quite the popular team.” A female declared.
Spiral turned to see a black skinned woman with long, dark blue hair, and emerald green eyes walking towards her. She wore an elegant, expensive, and black dress. Beyond that, the way she carried herself was that of someone in a position of authority.
“Who are you?” Spiral asked.
“I suppose not everyone has heard of me.” The woman stated. “I am Chrysalis, owner of team Changeling.” Spiral sighed and tried to walk off. “From where I stand, it seems Harmonious Element’s fate rides on your shoulders.”
Those words stopped the Odd-Eyes user. “It’s not flattery to say you are good, but you’ll never beat Shining Armor training where you can’t push yourself. I mean, Celestia and Luna are relying on you, so how can you expect your team to ever challenge you?”
Spiral just closed her eyes, said nothing, and walked away while Chrysalis watched with a knowing smirk. The second rank would come to her, and of her own free will. All it took was planting the seeds.
Entrance to Red Corner
Flash, Twilight, and Astral were starting to worry because Spiral hadn’t arrived yet.
“Where is Spiral?” Astral questioned. “Seriously, we’re about to be called.”
“Maybe she thought this duel was beneath her.” Flash stated. “We’ve seen she tends to refuse duelists she doesn’t think are worth it.”
“That is a fair point, but if she never duels in these matches, she won’t make it to the tournament.” Twilight stated.
“Excuse me.” Spiral casually stated to their right.
The three of them had been looking left, so they all jumped at her words.
“Don’t sneak up on us like that!” Astral yelled.
“Maybe once the ant become the lowest lion, I’ll take their advice.” Spiral stated. “Potentially. At this point, the only one of you I’d consider listening to is Flash. Even then, that’s only a possibility.”
“I still can’t stand her.” Astral clenched his teeth. “Lousy second ranked duelist.”
Spiral walked towards the door. “Anyways, time to do this.”
The others followed.
Arena
Autumn once more addressed the crowd. “Now, in the red corner we have our home team, so make some noise for Harmonious Element.” Only a few cheered. “Our Rank 2 duelist in the world and only match to the current Phenomenon, Spiral Sol!”
Now that got the audience cheering as, despite her attitude, Spiral was a popular duelist. “This up and comer is bold and brave. It’s Astral Flare. She’s the master of the Dark Magician and has a mind to make it work. She’s Twilight Sparkle.
Finally, we have a guy who trained for two years with a true master in dueling and learned all he had to teach, Flash Sentry. It’s quite the team Harmonious Element’s put together, so let’s hear it for them.”
The people only cheered one name. “Spiral Sol! Spiral Sol! Spiral Sol!”
“Come on, that’s not fair.” Astral complained. “We’re here to, so some support would be nice.”
“You can’t blame them.” Twilight stated. “Technically, Spiral has been their only representation until now.”
“You just got to know how to work the crowd.” Flash was working on his duel disk. “A little technical know how goes a long way as well.”
“What are you doing?” Astral asked.
“This.” Flash pressed a final button and put the disk near his mouth. “Hello everybody!” His voice was coming through the speaker system catching everyone off guard. “Sorry for hijacking the systems, but I have something to say.
Despite Harmonious Element being one of many teams you’ve seen from Canterlot, our owners looked where no one else would. That gives us the chance to be here today. Trust me when I say we aren’t going to let them down. I know other teams have failed, but we’re here to succeed.
Have hope and believe in us. Today is the start of it all.” He ran to the center stage. “Today, Harmonious Element gives Canterlot a team they can have pride in.” He pumped his fist in the air. “This is the day we start our assent to number one in the world!”
Flash’s words were able to stir the hearts of many in the audience while others were still skeptical. In the end, it garnered enough support for the name of the team to clearly be heard.
“Harmonious Element! Harmonious Element! Harmonious Element!”
Owner Box
“That foolish boy.” Luna declared.
“It’s quite alright sister.” Celestia smiled. “Don’t you hear the cheering?”
“That’s not the point sister.” Luna stated.
“Well, I beg to differ.” Celestia stated.
Control had been handed back to Autumn. “Leave it to the son of our previous Phenomenon folks. If I were a betting girl, I’d bet on Flash showing us some amazing dueling.”
Arena
Autumn continued. “Now, let’s get our team captains to the middle to discuss how today’s duels will go.” Some people in the crowd were confused. “Ah yes, I can tell some of you need an explanation. Basically, it’s up to the captains to agree how the duels will be handled.
They can choose practically anything. Some examples are Action, Speed, or Standing Duels. It can even change from duel to duel if both competitors agree. Not to mention, there are no restrictions on how many can duel.”
The audience liked the sound of that as newcomers and longtime fans cheered together. As they cheered, Spiral and Apple Bloom met in the middle with a tablet, on a mechanical table, coming up between them.
“Hello, Spiral Sol.” Apple Bloom nodded. “I’ve heard a lot about you from Spike and Scootaloo, and I must say I was starting to think we’d never see you in the team’s bracket.”
“I would have found a way.” Spiral declared plainly. “Anyways, how do you want to handle things?”
“Duel Crusaders likes to have everyone duel.” Apple Bloom declared. “That’s why we want a knockout match. One versus one. No one’s team wins until every duelist from the opposing side loses.
To make sure everyone gets a chance, no one may duel until everyone has dueled. We’ll take it in turns to send out the first duelist for every round allowing each side the chance to respond. To keep it simple, every duel will be a standing duel. Does that sound good to you?”
“I could care less how the duels are set.” Spiral yawned. “I’ll even send out the first duelist.”
“Spike and Scootaloo are right. Spiral is arrogant, but I can’t say it’s unearned.” Apple Bloom nodded. “That work for me.”
The tablet on the table beeped before glowing green.
“Oh boy, we are in for quite the match ladies and gentlemen.” Autumn declared excitedly. “The team captains have decreed that we will see a knockout match. I hope you are ready because we are in for at least four duels. What a way to kick off Duel Season!”
The people cheered loudly.
With Zack
Zack was sat in the audience with his own tablet in hand. “This should prove interesting.”
Red Corner
Flash, Twilight, and Astral all sat on the rather comfortable bench as the announcement for the dueling set up came out.
“Here I thought I may not get a chance to duel.” Astral jumped to his feet. “Just leave it to me guys. I’ll go in and set the stage for our victory.”
Spiral had rejoined the group.
“I’ll just be happy to duel today.” Flash declared. “You got no competition from me.”
“I have no complaints.” Twilight nodded. “If anyone knows how strong you are, it’s me.”
“In the end, it’s not up to any of you who goes.” Spiral stated. “It’s up to me.”
“Let me guess, you’re going to choose yourself, huh hot shot?” Astral questioned.
“Actually, I was planning on choosing you, but I have a condition.” Spiral stated.
“Really?” Astral was surprised. “What’s this condition of yours?”
“I’ve observed your dueling, and nothing impresses me about it.” Spiral declared. “If Zack hadn’t challenged me when I didn’t want it, you’d be ranked fifth rather than fourth. Not to mention, you’ve constantly challenged our rank third duelist and lost.
Realistically, our team only needs three people, so five is a stretch. That’s why, I’m giving you an ultimatum. If you go out there now and lose, you must leave the team. If you don’t, the miniscule respect I have for you will vanish.”
The other three were shocked.
“That’s not fair Spiral.” Flash stood up. “No matter how much leeway you’re given; you’re not the owner, so it’s not your decision to make.”
“Flash, it’s fine.” Astral patted his back. “I’m on board, but I got a condition of my own. If I win, you must duel me back at the compound.”
“If you win, I’ll consider it, but it’s unlikely to happen.” Spiral stated.
“If there’s even a one percent chance, I’ll treat it as an absolute certainty.” Astral pointed his thumb at himself. “That’s how I roll.”
“You do that.” Spiral plainly replied.
“Astral, you don’t have to do this.” Twilight tried.
“Don’t worry, I got this.” Astral smiled and looked at her. “I won’t lose because we need to settle the score.”
Astral walked over to a nearby podium and touched his duel disk to it.
Twilight and Flash nodded to each other before cheering him on. “Alright, it’s all you Astral!”
Blue Corner
Spike, Scootaloo, Sweetie Bell, and Apple Bloom sat together as they noticed who was picked, via the screens scattered around the stadium.
“Looks like they’re going with the Cyber Dragon user.” Apple Bloom stated. “Only problem is I don’t know what he’s really capable of.” She looked at her team. “Sorry.”
“Don’t sweat it Apple Bloom.” Scootaloo stood. “I’ll take him on and set our team up for victory.”
“That’s not the best move Scootaloo.” Sweetie Bell stated. “Whenever we get these matches, it’s usually the weakest duelist that goes from the opposing team. In the end, we all know I don’t compare to your three.”
“You shouldn’t keep saying things like that Sweetie Bell.” Spike stated sincerely. “You’ve grown a lot, especially by picking up that new deck of yours.”
“I never said I was content with my strength, but I’m content with my role.” Sweetie nodded. “You three are the duelists who aim for the top, but I’m after another dream. A dream you all help me achieve.”
“Alright, Sweetie Bell.” Apple Bloom nodded. “Go out there and give it your all.”
“I always do.” Sweetie declared.
She walked over to the podium and touched her dual disk to it.
Arena
Astral and Sweetie made their way to the center of the arena.
“Looks like both sides have made their decisions.” Autumn declared. “We have the firey personality of Harmonious Element facing off with the singer of Duel Crusaders.”
The two duelists came to stand across from one another.
“Just because I’m younger than you, don’t go thinking this will be an easy victory.” Sweetie declared. “I’m going to give it my all.”
“That’s the spirit.” Astral smiled. “You won’t have to worry because I never give any less than my best.”
“Alright, it’s time to start this opening duel!” Autumn declared. “Let me hear you count it down everyone!”
Everyone counted down together. “3. 2. 1. Let’s Duel!”
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Recap
Sweetie Bell and Astral came to stand across from one another.
“Just because I’m younger than you, don’t go thinking this will be an easy victory.” Sweetie declared. “I’m going to give it my all for my teammates.”
“That’s the spirit.” Astral smiled. “You won’t have to worry about a thing because I never give any less than my best.”
“Alright, it’s time to start this opening duel!” Autumn declared. “Let me hear you count it down everyone!”
Everyone counted down together. “3. 2. 1. Let’s Duel!”
Both duelists activated their duel disk.
(Astral 4000/Sweetie 4000)

Yugioh: Road to Quantum Opening

( watch?v=WXx21ivOCLU)

Don't you dare replace
Your first and only want
(Young Flash Sentry stares up at Flash Industries with his father and brother as Magnus ruffles their hair.)
Don't give up on the chase
Keep holding on!
(Teenage Flash is riding through Canterlot atop a duel runner before coming to a stop outside the open gates of a large complex with multiple buildings.)
Everything had gone to failure
(Young Flash stands in front of Canterlot Middle Schools statue and watches in despair as young Twilight, Fluttershy, Applejack, Rarity, Fluttershy, and Rainbow Dash leave him going separate ways from himself and each other.)
My ambition turned into my broken dreams
(Flash is sent flying outside a building and into the grace outside as lighting arcs through the sky followed by thunder. Soon, it begins to storm on him.)
I left a promise out to die
(Flash kneels beside his younger brother, Forward Base, who is currently crying. He stands before facing Ethan with a determined expression.)
Every word I still remember
(Young Flash is standing on the roof as a young Sunset is waiting for him.)
They've been ringing in my head on full repeat
(The scene transitions to the park at night as Flash stands across from Sunset in shock while she laughs at him. His fists clench and he activate his black duel disc causing a blue energy blade to appear.)
Can't get your talk to ever leave my mind
(Young Flash is panting with tears in his eyes as he stands in the middle of his father's home office with books having been scattered. Anything that could be wrecked was.)
But now, from the clouds
There's a wind that gives me a boost
(Young Flash sits on his knees before a coffee table. Laid out before him is a blank deck of cards, his laptop, and a flash drive. He inserts the flash drive into the computer and plays a video.)
My heart, burning hard
Is about to light my fuse
(Young Flash watches as his father appears on screen. After a moment, his expression changes from sorrow and anger to a proud smile.)
(Let's try again!)
Live in the now and break your confines
Take ahold of this precious time (precious time)
(Flash is in his room as the sun shines through the window and her finishes packing his things. He tucks the blank deck into his deck box before walking out of the room.)
Glory days (glory days)
'Cause your life is not to trade
(Flash is seen walking down the sidewalk with Shadow Lock conversing happily with him before they enter a car and drive off.)
(Let's try again!)
Bring back the color as you advance
Paint it red, and then take a chance (take a chance)
(Young Flash and Shadow Lock stand across from each other in a room of the decaying Duel Sanctuary. Both wield black duel disk as Flash's blue energy blade and Shadow's black energy blade come out.)
Shout it loud (shout it loud)
'Cause your style's worth a bow
(Flash stands outside the sanctuary and stares down the stairs as he imagines a transparent version of his brother running up to meet him before he vanishes. Rather than be sad, Flash gives a small smile before walking back inside.)
Don't you dare replace
Your first and only want
(Teen Flash gets off his duel runner and looks back at the transparent version of his younger self who smiles and gives him a thumbs up before vanishing. Flash smiles and puts his hands in his pockets before walking onto the grounds of the large complex.)
Don't give up on the chase
Keep holding on!
(Flash looks up at the building as he draws closer to the entrance with a look of resolve. He stops as transparent version of the Humane 6 as their current ages appear before him. Flash nods to them before they vanish. He then walks into the building.)

Arena
“Since my team is reacting to the duelist your team sent out, I shall go first.” Sweetie declared. “I’ll start by summoning Trickstar Lycoris(LV 3/1600/1200).” A female fairy in a pink dress and wielding a sword appeared.
“I then activate the field spell Trickstar Light Stage.” The arena became a stage of light while the area was filled with vibrant colors causing the crowd to be amazed. “When this card is activated, I can add a Trickstar monster from my deck to my hand.”
“Sweetie Bell is pulling out some set up and dazzles us with a beautiful field.” Autumn declared. “It remains to be seen where she’s going with these plays.”
“I now activate Trickstar Vison.” Sweetie continued. “First, I get to special summon a Trickstar from my hand, but their attack will be halved, and its effects will be negated. I choose Trickstar Mandrake(LV 2/0/1000) in defense mode.” A fairy with blue hair and in a green dress appeared. “Since she’s already at 0 ATK, there’s nothing to half. The last effect of Vision then activates allowing each of us to draw a card.”
Both players drew, but Lycoris glowed purple as did Astral (Astral 3600/Sweetie Bell 4000).”
“Huh, what just happened?” Astral questioned confused.
“Many of my Tricksters have effects which deal you 200 life points for certain actions whether it be willingly or unwillingly. Lycoris deals you damage every time a card is added to your hand. Thanks to Light Stage, you take an additional 200 anytime a Trickstar deals you damage.”
“There it is folks.” Autumn declared. “It’s Sweetie Bell setting up for success. The question is, can Astral counter the damage, or will he fail?”
Red Corner
Flash clenched his fist on his pants. “Burn damage.”
Flash may use burn damage, and he’s even faced burn damage; however, those instances were different since he could act to take his mind off the crushing defeat Sunset handed him. Currently, he was sat on the sidelines watching someone else having to handle it.
Twilight noticed this and put a comforting hand on his shoulder. Flash felt it and looked at his friend before taking a deep breath to calm himself. He knew he looked weird to an outsider, but burn damage, plus dark magic, was the reason he ended up in the hospital.
“Thank you, Twilight.” Flash nodded. “I’m alright.”
Blaze simply raised an eyebrow before deciding she didn’t care.
Arena
“What an interesting strategy.” Astral smiled. “What else do you have?”
“Just two set cards for now.” Sweetie declared. “It’s your move.”
“Time to kick this duel up a notch.” Astral drew (Astral 3200/Sweetie 4000).
“That 400 points of damage isn’t all you’re going to take on your turn.” Sweetie declared. “I activate my first face down Trickstar Reincarnation. This trap banishes your entire hand, and forces you to draw a new one. That’s 7 new cards and 1600 points of damage.”
“You have some real bite to you, and this is a deck type unlike anything I’ve faced.” Astral did as the card instructed and took the damage (Astral 1600/Sweetie 4000). “Now, you’re going to see what I can do.”
“Sweetie deals a devastating blow to Astral knocking out well over half his life points.” Autumn declared. “Now, it’s the fiery duelists turn, so let’s see if he can even the score.”
“I summon Proto Cyber Dragon(LV 3/1100/600).” A smaller, protype of the cyber dragon appeared. “Now, I can special summon Gizmek Yata, the Gleaming Vanguard(LV 6/2050/2050) by tributing my normal summon Proto Cyber Dragon.”
A large, gold metaled machine bird with four wings appeared. “This monster has two important effects. The first activates if he is summoned through his effect granting me 2050 life points to restore much of what I lost (Astral 3650/Sweetie 4000). You’ll learn the second a little later.”
“Just like that, Astral comes back with a perfect counter.” Autumn declared.
“It’s an impressive move.” Sweetie declared.
“You haven’t seen anything yet.” Astral declared. “My life points are still lower than yours, so I’m equipping Gizmek Yata, the Gleaming Vanguard(LV 6/4100/2050 effect) with the spell card Megamorph doubling his ATK.”
“That’s a problem for now, but it may not be depending on who you attack.” Sweetie declared. Nightshde’s still in defense mode meaning you’d deal no damage but retain the ATK. You could also take out Lycoris, but then your monster’s ATK will be halved.”
“I’m aware but I have it covered.” Astral stated. “First, Gizmek will destroy your Lycoris (Astral 3650/Sweetie 1500).” Gizmek Yata, the Gleaming Vanguard(LV 6/1025/2050 effect). “Now I can use Gizmek’s other effect.”
During my Main Phases, if Gizmek was normal or special summoned this turn, I can perform another normal summon. I will tribute Gizmek to normal summon Cyber Dragon(LV 5/ATK 2100/1600).” The machine dragon appeared.
“That was a wonderful combo pulled off by Astral.” Autumn declared. “He not only dealt damage, but he also managed to deal with the negative repercussions of Megamorph.”
“This guy is good.” Sweetie thought. “That was a masterful play, but I’m not giving up.”
“Good to hear because I wouldn’t want this duel to end too soon.” Astral smiled. “That said, I still got a few more plays up my sleeve. I activate one of the effects of my Cyber Changer(LV 1/500/500 effect). By only having one monster on my field, I can special summon him.
I then activate another of his effects allowing me to make his level the same as another monster I control. I’ll target Cyber Dragon.” Cyber Changer(LV 5/500/500 effect). “Now, I overlay my two level five monsters to construct the overlay network.
Two monsters lend their power to the network and fuel a monster whose powers meld to match the situation. I Xyz summon my ace Cyber Dragon Nova(R 5/O 2/2100/1600).” A silver and dark red cyber dragon with wings appeared.
“It’s been a while since you last summoned me Astral.” CDN spoke to Astral through his mind.
“Sorry about that old friend.” Astral thought back. “I’ve either not had the cards to summon you, or it hasn’t been the right time. Now you’re here, so let’s show them what you can do.”
“I couldn’t agree more.” CDN thought.
“There we have it.” The crowd cheered as Autumn spoke. “Astral continues to bust out card after card taking this duel to new heights.”
“That Xyz monster has the exact same ATK as the original Cyber Dragon, so its effects must be the main draw of the card.” Sweetie thought.
“I will equip Cyber Dragon Nova(R 5/O 2/2600/2100 effect) with the union monster Torque Tune Gear boosting her ATK/DEF by 500, causing my monster to be treated as a tuner, and an effect I will only reveal when it matters. I’ll then set one card.”
Blue Corner
“I’m starting to wonder where our former principal found a duelist like that.” Scootaloo stated. “Kind of makes me wish I’d insisted on dueling him.”
“I have no idea, but it’s clear we can’t underestimate Harmonious Element.” Apple Bloom stated.
“No kidding.” Spike agreed. “Kind of makes me wonder just how strong Flash and Twilight have gotten.”
Red Corner
“Astral has a strong lead.” Twilight stated. “He’s been playing well.”
“He has, but this duel is only two turns in.” Flash stated. “What matters now is playing smart.”
“We’ll see if he can.” Blaze shook he head. “Frankly, I don’t have much faith.”
Arena
“Alright, it’s my turn!” Sweetie drew. “I activate my remaining face down Level/Rank Draw. This trap has varying draw effects depending on the monster I banish from my grave. Since I’m banishing my level three Lycoris, I can draw three more cards.
Now, I set one monster before activating my Book of Taiyou to flip that monster into attack position. The monster I set was Cyber Jar(LV 3/900/900).” A mechanized jar with a face appeared laughing as wormholes opened beneath every monster on the field.
“This monster, when flipped, destroys every monster on the field. Once they’re destroyed, we both get to excavate the top five cards of our deck, summon any level four or lower monsters, and add the rest to our hands.”
“I had equipped Nova with Tune Gear to protect her from battle destruction but being destroyed by card effect is where Nova shines.” Astral was prepared to protect Nova. “Still, it feels much too early to let Nova go.”
 
“Don’t do it Astral.” Nova thought back to him. “Monster abilities are meant to be appreciated and used. Let me go and bring out a fusion. Show everyone you can compete at this level.”
“I hear you Nova Dragon and thank you.” Astral looked at Sweetie as Nova was dragged into the wormhole along with Mandrake and jar. “I could protect Nova through Tune Gear’s effect, but then her own effect wouldn’t shine like it should.”
“What do you mean?” Sweetie asked.
“You assume my field will be clear beyond what I could summon from my deck, but when Nova is destroyed by your card effects, I can special summon any machine Fusion monster I choose from my extra deck.” Astral declared. “I choose Cyber End Dragon(LV 12/4000/2800).”
The huge, three headed machine dragon appeared roaring at Sweetie Bell. That got people cheering at seeing such a monster.
“Hold onto your hats folks because these duelists are going at it big time with another string of well put together plays.” Autumn declared. “Sweetie attempted to wipe the fields and garner monsters, but she was unaware of the power Astral’s own monster have.”
Sweetie stared from the monster to her deck with uncertainty. “Looks like it all comes down to what I end up getting because you’re pretty much set.”
“It looks that way, but don’t despair.” Astral smiled. “I won’t hear it after you got me to bring this out. You’re in the World Leagues while many others never get this chance. Win or lose, you’ll have my respect by dueling your best till the end.”
“I hear you.” Sweetie gained a determined expression. “Let’s see what we end up getting.”
“Alright, let’s see what the cards gift me.” Astral drew five cards. “I summon The White Stone of Ancients(LV 1/600/500) and Genex Ally Birdman(LV 3/1400/400) in defense position.”
Sweetie excavated the top five cards of her deck. “I summon Trickstar Nightshade(LV 1/100/0), another Trickstar Mandrake(LV 2/0/1000), Trickstar Lilybell(LV 2/800/2000), another Trickstar Lycoris(LV 3/1600/1200), and Trickstar Narkissus(LV 4/1000/1800).”
A young fairy in pink attire, a fairy with long, pig tailed hair, and a fairy with yellow hair appeared alongside Mandrake and Lycoris. “Now, I activate the effect of my Light Stage to target your set card and make it unable to be activated until the end of the turn.”
“Looks like Sweetie Bell is building towards something big, but can it compete with Cyber End Dragon?” Autumn questioned.
“I’m hoping it does, but we’ll just have to see.” Sweetie nodded. “Appear circuit which leads to the future. Arrowheads confirmed. The condition is Fairy monsters. I set Trickstars Nightshade, Mandrake, and Lilybell in the Link Markers.
Fairy of the wand heed my call. Link Summon Trickstar Foxglove Witch(2200/Link 3).” A fairy in pink and black attire appeared wielding a wand. “This is the strength I cultivated with my friends. Link summoning.
If Foxglove is special summoned, you take 200 life points of damage for every card you control. I count three monsters and one set card which equals 800 life points plus another 200 for my field spell (Astral 2650/ Sweetie 1500)
The crowd went wild.
“There you have it folks.” Autumn declared. “A Link summon from Sweetie Bell. Just under a year ago, Harmonic Industries introduced this method into the world. Despite taking another 1000 life points, will this method lead to Sweetie’s victory?”
“Now, Lycoris and Narkissus will destroy Genex and White stone.” Sweetie declared. “With them gone, Foxglove will attack Cyber End Dragon with Light Blast!” Fox Glove moved her wand in a circle generating a disc of light.
“After what you said before, I doubt this is your way of ending the duel on your terms.” Astral held out his arms. “So, what are you plotting?”
“Let me show you.” Sweetie declared. “During the damage step, I can discard Honest to grant my attacking light monster ATK equal to the targeted monster’s ATK until the end of the battle.”
Trickstar Foxglove Witch(6200/Link 3 effect) glowed brilliantly before unleashing a ray of light energy from the disc. This ray washed over Cyber End destroying him (Astral 450/Sweetie 1500).”
Trickstar Foxglove Witch(2200/Link 3)
Blue Corner
“Man, I’ve only ever seen Sweetie Bell this fired up when she duels us.” Scootaloo stated.
“I know what you mean.” Apple Bloom stated. “She’s pulling out all the stops to win.”
“Yeah, that’s the way Sweetie Bell!” Spike cheered. “Show them how strong you are!”
Arena
“Now, this is what I’m talking about.” Astral smiled. “The perfect type of duel is one which gets your blood pumping. Do you have anything else up your sleeve?”
“I have something.” Sweetie declared. “Appear circuit which leads to the future. Arrowheads confirmed. The condition is two Trickstar monsters. I set Trickstars Lycoris and Narkissus in the link markers. Fairy who bears her heat on her sleeve I summon you.
Link summon Trickstar Crimson Heart(2000/L 2).” A fairy with long, purple hair appeared wearing an elegant red and blue attire. “Your life points are low, and these monsters are strong. If you want your victory, you’ll need to earn it.”
“Is that all?” Astral nodded. “No problem. Since this is the End Phase in which White Stone of Ancient was sent to the grave, I can special summon Blue-Eyes White Dragon(LV 8/3000/3000) from my deck.” The blue eyed and white dragon appeared roaring.
The crowd exploded into cheers at seeing such a legendary card.
“You’re not just a Cyber Dragon user!?” Sweetie exclaimed in shock.
“Where would be the fun in that?” Astral questioned. “Using archetypes may be a favorite, but that doesn’t work for me. This deck is comprised of cards which speak to me. That is how I choose to duel.”
“I’m not backing down.” Sweetie declared. “Show me what you got!”
Red Corner
“Astral seems to have a knack for drawing out the best in his opponent.” Flash began.
“The better the opponent is, the higher Astral seems to rise.” Twilight finished.
Blaze was still unimpressed.
Arena
“My turn.” Astral drew. “You’ve played a good game Sweetie Bell, but this is the end. I activate Smile World.” In the space around the area there were smiling faces which mixed well with the dazzling stage surprising everyone. Even the monsters were smiling
Trickstar Foxglove Witch(2500/Link 3 effect)
Trickstar Crimson Heart(2300/Link 2 effect)
Blue-Eyes White Dragon(LV 8/3300/3000 effect)
“What is this?” Sweetie asked in amazement. “Why did our monsters’ gain ATK?”
“It’s all thanks to Smile World.” Astral declared. “It grants every monster face up on the field 100 extra ATK for every monster we control. That’s three monster for three hundred ATK.”
“I’ll bite.” Sweetie stated. “Even if my monsters didn’t gain the boost, your Blue-Eyes wouldn’t be strong enough to end this.”
“You would be right, but I have my set Power Gravity.” Astral declared. “With this, I can target one monster I control and 1 monster you control who either gained or lost ATK. Your monster’s ATK is then zeroed out while my monster gains ATK equal to your monsters gained/lost ATK.”
Trickstar Foxglove Witch(0/Link 3 effect)
Blue-Eyes White Dragon(LV 8/3600/3000 effect)
“Looks like I lost.” Sweetie was nowhere near as bummed by that fact as she’d have been. “Good game Astral.”
“Good game Sweetie.” Astral pointed at Foxglove. “Blue-Eyes attack Foxglove with Neutron Blast ending this duel!”
Blue-Eyes fired his breathe attack over Foxglove destroying her (Astral 450/Sweetie 0).
“There you have it.” Autumn declared. “Team Harmonious Element comes out swinging in the first duel. I don’t know about any of you, but I’m starting to believe this team will be going places.
The monsters faded and Astral approached Sweetie. “That was a great first duel in the big leagues.” He held out his hand. “I wouldn’t mind throwing down with you again in the future.”
Sweetie happily shook the offered hand. “Same here.”
“In the end, we see a display of great sportsmanship between these two duelists.” Autumn declared. “What a great end to an exciting duel.”
Blue Corner
“Sorry guys.” Sweetie Bell rejoined her team. “I wasn’t able to set us up.”
“It’s doesn’t matter Sweetie Bell.” Apple Bloom declared. “You gave it your all.”
“Agreed.” Scootaloo gave her a thumbs up. “I’ve never seen you that fired up to duel outside our training matches.
“No doubt about it.” Spike smiled. “You were awesome out there.”
“Thanks guys.” Sweetie turned to looked at the red corner. “Astral is just starting out, and he can still grow. I’ll have to match that if I want to keep up and duel him on par again.”
“Alright, I have no doubt Blaze is next.” Scootaloo looked at Apple Bloom. “That means you have to let me go next.”
“Just don’t be disappointed if they don’t send her in.” Apple Bloom stated.
“Alright!” Scootaloo jumped to her feet. “Here I come Blaze!”
She ran over to the podium and touched her duel disk to it before running into the arena.
Red Corner
Astral had ran back over to his team. “That’s how it’s done.”
“You were great out their man.” Flash nodded. “Really in your element.”
“It was an impressive duel.” Twilight smiled. “Just what I’d expect from you.”
Astral smiled before looking at Blaze. “What did you think of that captain?”
“I still think five team members is a stretch, but at least you won’t drag us down… as much.” Blaze walked past him towards the podium as Duel Crusaders had just chosen their next duelist. “Now, it’s my turn.”
“Come on, can’t you give the guy some encouragement?” Flash asked. “He did really well out there.”
“A strong ant is still nothing more than an ant to the lion.” Blaze simply stated.
She touched her duel disk to the podium and walked out to meet her opponent.
Arena
“We are in for a real treat now everyone.” Autumn declared. “After their last victory, Harmonious Element is hoping to continue the streak by sending out their best. The star of the team is about to throw down.”
The crowd loved it. “Blaze! Blaze! Blaze!
With Zack
“Despite her disposition, the people love her.” Zack thought.
Arena
“Hold onto your horses because she’ll be facing off with the dino user Scootaloo.” Autumn declared. “At the last tournament to determine the Phenomenon, it was Blaze herself who dashed Scootaloo’s dreams. This promises to be a spectacle.”
The two duelists came to stand across from each other.
“I knew you would come out next Blaze.” Scootaloo declared. “Get ready because this duel won’t end like the last.”
“It will end exactly like last time.” Blaze retorted. “If an opponent isn’t worth my time, my decks answer me to ensure I don’t waste my time. Right now, my deck is calling out to me. You’re no more of a challenge than last time.”
Scootaloo stared at Blaze getting serious. “We’ll see.”
“Alright, let’s get this duel under way!” Autumn declared. “Say it with me now!”
Everyone spokes together. “3. 2. 1. Let’s duel!”
(Blaze 4000/Scootaloo 4000)
 
“I’m not going first, but you can draw a sixth card.” Blaze stated. “It won’t matter in the end.”
“You’re going to regret underestimating me.” Scootaloo drew. “Since I control no monsters, I can special summon Dinowrestler Coelasilat(LV 2/100/800).” A bipedal Coelophysis appeared wearing blue pants and a red trench coat.
“Since I control a Dinowrestler, I can normal summon Dinowrestler Eskrimamenchi(LV 6/2200/0) without tributing.” A bipedal Mamenchisaurus with bones and blue shorts appeared. “Now, Coelasilat will give Eskrimamenchi a tune up to synchro for eight.
Spinosaurus of the Dinowrestlers, I call you down to the stage. Come show my opponent our might. Synchro summon Dinowrestler Giga Spinosavate(LV 8/3000/0).” A bipedal white dino in blue and purple attire appeared roaring.”
The crowd cheered as Autumn spoke. “Just like that, Scootaloo opens with a power play right off the bat. Will this unreeve the second best in the world?.”
“I then set two cards ending my turn.” Scootaloo declared. “On Blaze’s next turn, she’ll go for something big, but little does she know I have a trap to obliterate whatever she summons. Thanks to Spinosavate’s effect, he’ll be the only monster on the field while she’ll be unable to summon.”
 
“I draw.” Blaze stated plainly. “I activate Fusion Fire’s Protection.”
“Fusion Fire’s Protection?” Scootaloo asked. “What is that?”
“It’s a new card for my Salamangreat deck.” Blaze declared. “The problem with Fusion Fire is that it can only be used once per turn. This card is much the same; however, it has bonus effects if I’m willing to pay the price.
By discarding one card from my hand, any monster I create through this card can’t be destroyed by battle. If I discard two cards, any monster I summon can’t be destroyed by battle or affected by card effects.
If I were to banish four cards, I could activate effect two as if I had discarded two cards. Naturally, this strong of an effect only last until the end of the turn, but If I banish one of the cards I discard, any monster summoned after this one inherits the boons for the turn.”
“N-No way.” Scootaloo declared. “A card like that can’t exist.”
“Please, it has its downsides, but I doubt you have a card on field to counter it.” Blaze stated. “If it doesn’t exist, it’s effects shouldn’t work. I discard two cards for effect two and then banish one of those cards for the added inheritance.”
“Well, you can’t fuse because last I checked your Fusion monster requires a Link monster.” Scootaloo declared confidently. “You have yet to summon anything like that meaning you activated that card for nothing.”
“Again, you would be right if not for a new Salamangreat known as Salamangreat Skink.” Blaze declared. “Like the real-world variant, this card is built to adapt to any situation. By paying 500 life points, I can name any monster type I wish, and he can act as it until the end of the turn.”
(Blaze 3500/Scootaloo 4000). “I choose Link. Now I fuse Salamangreats Skink and Emerald Eagle. Two become one to create a devastating chimera. Fusion summon Salamangreat Violet Chimera(LV 8/2800/2000).” A bipedal purple monster with a blade for a hand appeared.
“I’ll take it a step further by using the last card in my hand called Fusion of Miracle Fire. By banishing materials from my field or grave, I can conduct a fusion summon. I’ll use Violet Chimera and Skink still acting as a Link monster.
Two become one to create what has already been created and grant them new power. Fusion summon Salamangreat Violet Chimera(LV 8/2800/2000). Since Violet Chimera was used to make Violet Chimera, it has everything needed to win.”
“Impossible.” Scootaloo thought. “Blaze just defeated me in one turn again.”
“If you had a card that didn’t affect Violet, you’d likely survive, but I can tell by the way you stuttered earlier that’s not the case.” Blaze closed her eyes. “I also believe in what my deck tells me. Right now, it’s telling me this is the end.
During Blaze’s whole play, the audience was stunned into silence.
“Blaze is not messing around.” Autumn declared. “Do her words prove true or has she miscalculated? I suppose this next attack will tell all.”
“Violet Chimera destroy Giga Spinosavate with Blazing Inferno.” Blaze declared. “If I fusion summon this monster using Violet Chimera, your monster is reduced to 0 ATK. His original ability then kicks in doubling Chimera’s ATK for this battle. There is more, but this is enough.”
Salamangreat Violet Chimera(LV 8/5600/2000 effect)
Dinowrestler Giga Spinosavate(LV 8/0/0 effect)
 
A geyser of purple fire erupted below Spinosavate. Scootaloo was so shocked that she didn’t even think to tribute her second face down to save it. Not that it would have mattered since she’d still take the damage (Blaze 3500/Scootaloo 0).
“Just like that, Harmonious Element wins another duel.” Autumn declared.
Scootaloo stared at Blaze. “W-what just happened?”
Red Corner
“She’s a stronger duelist than I thought.” Astral stated.
“No kidding.” Twilight stated. “She just took out her opponent in one turn.”
“She once again displays the heights I must reach if I want any hope of surpassing her.” Flash thought. “Not just her, but you as well Shining Armor.”
With Chrysalis
“Just as impressive as the day you showed her to me Omega.” Chrysalis thought. “She didn’t even use the deck I wanted to see, but that doesn’t bother me. Soon enough, she’ll come to me, and my plan can commence.”
 
Red Corner
Blaze walked back to her team’s corner.
“That was amazing!” Astral held up a hand. “Give me a high five.”
Blaze walked right past him and sat down on the bench. “The match isn’t over yet.” She looked to Twilight. “You’re next.”
“You mean me?” Twilight pointed at herself. “Wouldn’t Flash be a better choice?”
“You have to duel some time.” Blaze yawned boardy. “Might as well be now.”
“Alright, I guess.” Twilight stood before nodding. “Yeah, I got this.”
“We know you do Twilight.” Flash nodded. “Go out there and show everyone what you can do.”
“Show them the strength I’ve seen before.” Astral gave her a thumbs up with a grin.
Twilight touched her duel disk to the podium and walked out onto the arena floor
Blue Corner
Scootaloo walked back to her team with her head down.
“Hey, it’s alight Scootaloo.” Sweetie Bell stated. “Blaze may have won, but she’s…”
Scootaloo laughed before holding her head up to reveal a smile. “That’s Blaze for ya. She’s as strong as they come, but I’ll get a real duel from her one day.” She looked at the team across the way. “I just need to keep improving until her deck won’t answer her like that.”
Her teammates all shared a look before smiling themselves.
“Alright, we’re down two duelists to their four, so I think it’s time to send in our secret weapon.” Apple Bloom looked to Spike as the next duelist was chosen from the other side. “You’re up. Go out there and show them the power of team Duel Crusaders.”
“I’m next which means I’m facing Twilight, but that doesn’t matter. No matter what, I must win this next duel.” Spike looked at his friends before standing. “I got this.”
“We know you do Spike.” Sweetie Bell declared. “Good luck.”
Spike walked over to the podium and pressed his duel disk to it before walking out.
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Canterlot: Twilight’s Room, One Year Ago…
Twilight was working on her studies when she heard a knocking at her door. “Come in.”
“Hey Twilight.” Spike entered. “I just wanted to see you before I left.” He walked over and placed a purple deck box on her desk. “Also, I found your deck in the basement.”
“Spike I’m going to miss you, but you never should have dug that old thing out.” Twilight sighed and didn’t even look at the deck box. “I gave up dueling for a reason.”
Spike was saddened to hear his sister say such things. “Twilight, I know it was never your dream to make it big in dueling like Shining and I, but you used to love this deck and dueling in general.”
“The key word is used to.” Twilight retorted simply as she finally glanced at the box. “These cards are nothing but trouble. If they never existed, I’d still have friends, and they’d have never left.”
“I think you forgot that duel monsters was what brought you all together.” Spike shook his head. “Who’d have thought I’d have a better memory than the smart on of the family.” He sighed. “Maybe that’s the problem. Sometimes, you let your brain overrule your heart.”
“What’s that supposed to mean?” Twilight asked not quite getting it.
“It means, I think you know duel monsters isn’t the blame for what happened. Apple Bloom, Sweetie Bell, Scootaloo, and I know it can’t be the reason.” Spike walked over to the doorway. “Anyways, I got to get going. Love you, sis. Maybe one day, I’ll see you in the World League.”
“Love you to Spike.” Twilight replied.
He left, and Twilight put her head in her hand. Her eyes eventually drifted to the deck box before deciding she might as well look at the cards at least. Little did Twilight know; this small action would eventually lead her back into duel monsters.

Yugioh: Road to Quantum Opening

( watch?v=WXx21ivOCLU)

Don't you dare replace
Your first and only want
(Young Flash Sentry stares up at Flash Industries with his father and brother as Magnus ruffles their hair.)
Don't give up on the chase
Keep holding on!
(Teenage Flash is riding through Canterlot atop a duel runner before coming to a stop outside the open gates of a large complex with multiple buildings.)
Everything had gone to failure
(Young Flash stands in front of Canterlot Middle Schools statue and watches in despair as young Twilight, Fluttershy, Applejack, Rarity, Fluttershy, and Rainbow Dash leave him going separate ways from himself and each other.)
My ambition turned into my broken dreams
(Flash is sent flying outside a building and into the grace outside as lighting arcs through the sky followed by thunder. Soon, it begins to storm on him.)
I left a promise out to die
(Flash kneels beside his younger brother, Forward Base, who is currently crying. He stands before facing Ethan with a determined expression.)
Every word I still remember
(Young Flash is standing on the roof as a young Sunset is waiting for him.)
They've been ringing in my head on full repeat
(The scene transitions to the park at night as Flash stands across from Sunset in shock while she laughs at him. His fists clench and he activate his black duel disc causing a blue energy blade to appear.)
Can't get your talk to ever leave my mind
(Young Flash is panting with tears in his eyes as he stands in the middle of his father's home office with books having been scattered. Anything that could be wrecked was.)
But now, from the clouds
There's a wind that gives me a boost
(Young Flash sits on his knees before a coffee table. Laid out before him is a blank deck of cards, his laptop, and a flash drive. He inserts the flash drive into the computer and plays a video.)
My heart, burning hard
Is about to light my fuse
(Young Flash watches as his father appears on screen. After a moment, his expression changes from sorrow and anger to a proud smile.)
(Let's try again!)
Live in the now and break your confines
Take ahold of this precious time (precious time)
(Flash is in his room as the sun shines through the window and her finishes packing his things. He tucks the blank deck into his deck box before walking out of the room.)
Glory days (glory days)
'Cause your life is not to trade
(Flash is seen walking down the sidewalk with Shadow Lock conversing happily with him before they enter a car and drive off.)
(Let's try again!)
Bring back the color as you advance
Paint it red, and then take a chance (take a chance)
(Young Flash and Shadow Lock stand across from each other in a room of the decaying Duel Sanctuary. Both wield black duel disk as Flash's blue energy blade and Shadow's black energy blade come out.)
Shout it loud (shout it loud)
'Cause your style's worth a bow
(Flash stands outside the sanctuary and stares down the stairs as he imagines a transparent version of his brother running up to meet him before he vanishes. Rather than be sad, Flash gives a small smile before walking back inside.)
Don't you dare replace
Your first and only want
(Teen Flash gets off his duel runner and looks back at the transparent version of his younger self who smiles and gives him a thumbs up before vanishing. Flash smiles and puts his hands in his pockets before walking onto the grounds of the large complex.)
Don't give up on the chase
Keep holding on!
(Flash looks up at the building as he draws closer to the entrance with a look of resolve. He stops as transparent version of the Humane 6 as their current ages appear before him. Flash nods to them before they vanish. He then walks into the building.)

Arena: Present…
Twilight and Spike came to face one another.
“Before we begin, I just wanted to say thank you, Spike.” Twilight stated.
“Thank me?” Spike questioned confused.
“Yeah.” Twilight nodded. “It’s thanks to what you did before leaving that I can stand here now as a duelist once more.”
“Really?” Spike was genuinely shocked. “I didn’t think leaving your deck with you would bring you here.” He quickly grew serious. “In that case, you can thank me by going all out.” He pointed at her. “I will beat you at your best and focus my sights on Shining next.”
“Spike has become far more confident since leaving to join his own team.” Twilight nodded. “I’ll give this duel my all, so let’s see how much you’ve improved. Show me what the Red-Eyes can do in your hands.”
“This is a pleasant surprise.” Autumn stated. “What we have witnessed is Spike throwing down the gauntlet and Twilight readily picking it up. Hopefully, they will give us quite the duel to witness. Now, let’s count it down.”
“3. 2. 1. Let’s duel!” Everyone shouted.
(Spike 4000/Twilight 4000)
“Both my teammates went first, yet they were defeated. I will show that going first doesn’t mean defeat.” Spike declared. “I activate Red-Eyes Insight. By sending one Red-Eyes monster from my deck or hand to the grave, I can add one Red-Eyes spell/trap to my hand.
I then activate Silver’s Cry allowing me to special summon any normal dragon monster from my graveyard. I’ll target my recently added Red-Eyes B. Dragon(LV 7/2400/2000).” The black dragon with red eyes appeared roaring. “I’ll finish with three set cards.”
“It’s only the first turn, yet Spike got a Red-Eyes on the field. He really has stepped his game up, so I’ll need to answer in kind.” Twilight drew. “The card I just drew is Palladium Oracle Mahad(LV 7/2500/2100). By revealing this drawn card, I can special summon him.”
A man in white attire and golden armor appeared. “I’ll then normal summon Magician's Valkyria(LV 4/1600/1800).” A female spellcaster in blue robes appeared. “Mahad will then attack Red-Eyes B. Dragon. When he attacks a dark monster, his ATK doubles.
Palladium Oracle Mahad(LV 7/5000/2100 effect) (Spike 1400/Twilight 4000)
“Not bad, but I didn’t set three cards for nothing.” Spike declared. “My first set card is Red-Eyes Burn. If any Red-Eyes monster, except B. Chick, is destroyed, I can target the monster and deal us both damage equal to their original ATK. I target Red-Eyes B. Dragon.”
“That’s a risky move if he didn’t have two more set cards.” Twilight nodded. “I’m guessing one of those set cards will see that you don’t take the damage.”
“That’s right.” Spike stated. “My second face down is Damaged Draw, and it’s the perfect complement to this deck. This continuous trap can zero out effect damage dealt to me once per turn. Then, for every 1000 life points I’d have lost, I can draw that many cards.”
A wormhole opened and red energy fired off at both duelist; however, the damage leveled at Spike was absorbed into his deck (Spike 1800/Twilight 1600). “As you can see, my life points are then healed by any remaining damage.”
“You weren’t kidding about that card being perfect for your deck.” Twilight commented.
“Thank you.” Spike stated. “Now for my last set card which is Red-Eyes Spirit. If I’m not targeting Red-Eyes B. Chick. I can special summon any Red-Eyes in my grave. Come back Red-Eyes B. Dragon(LV 7/2400/2000).”
“Attacking further is out of the question, so I shall set one card.” Twilight declared.
“The first two turns of this duel have gone by.” Autumn declared. “It looked like Spike was in trouble, but he handedly turned everything around. This is still anyone’s duel with no clear cut one on top.”
Blue Corner
“He’s not our secret weapon for nothing.” Apple bloom thought. “Scootaloo can match him, but what makes Spike special is the fact that he perfectly embodies hers and Sweetie Bell’s styles. Heavy burn mixed with power.”
Red Corner
“There’s the burn damage I’m familiar with.” Flash was doing his best to keep calm. “Large amounts hitting your life points. If this were a shadow game… I don’t even want to think what that would do to Twilight.”
Arena
“My turn.” Spike drew. “I activate Red-Eyes Fusion allowing me to fuse any monster which lists a Red-Eyes monster as material. I can also grab materials from my hand, field, or deck. In return, I cannot summon anything more this turn.

I will combine a second Red-Eyes B. Dragon and Red-Eyes Archfiend of Lightning together. Terrifying dragon from the deepest realm of the archfiends emerge. Fusion summon Archfiend Black Skull Dragon(LV 8/3200/2500).”
A huge, red and black dragon with red and flaming wings appeared roaring. “When a monster is fusion summoned through Red-Eyes Fusion, their name becomes Red-Eyes B. Dragon(effect)(LV 8/3200/2500).”
“I remember you wanted to get into extra deck methods.” Twilight smiled. “Looks like you learned about them.”
“Yeah, I did.” Spike nodded. “Now, allow me to show you what I can do with it. By forgoing this monster’s ATK, I can target a normal Red-Eyes monster in my grave, shuffle it back into my deck, and deal you damage equal to their ATK. I choose B. Dragon.”
“I activate my face down Magician’s Defense.” Twilight declared. “As long as I control a spellcaster, all damage I take will be halved.”
Archfiend roared and glowed a fiery red before a transparent, red Red-Eyes B. Dragon appeared launching at Twilight. Before impact, the monster’s size was halved (Spike 1800/Twilight 400).
“Hanging on until the very end, but even with halved damage, my Red-Eyes can end this by attacking your Valkyria.” Spike declared. “Go, Inferno Fire Blast!”
“Not happening.” Twilight declared. “I activate the effect of Apprentice Illusion Magician. By sending this card from my hand to the grave, I can give any Dark spellcaster I control 2000 more ATK during the damage calculation. I target Magician's Valkyria(LV 4/3600/1800 effect).”
Red-Eyes had launched a ball of fire at Valkyria who was now glowing with purple energy. Valkyria then spun her staff and rushed through the ball of fire completely unharmed before launching a beam of magic into the dragon destroying him (Spike 600/Twilight 400).”
“You’re just as strong as ever Twilight, but if I ever want a shot at beating Shinning Armor, I can’t let you have another turn. Not when I’m this close.” Spike took a card from his hand. “You’ve played well Twilight, but I have one last card which will end this.”
“That confidence in his eyes. Spike, you really have grown into a powerful duelist.” Twilight nodded. “Let’s see it.”
Spike nodded firmly. “I activate Dragon’s Gunfire. If I control a dragon monster, I can activate one of two effects. The one that’s important now is the ability to deal you 800 life points of damage. Once again, halving that damage isn’t enough (Spike 600/Twilight 0).”
“Twilight may have seemed like she bought herself an extra turn, but Spike had a backup plan all along.” Autumn declared as the people cheered. “Duel Crusaders is still in the game ladies and gentlemen. Our next match will be Flash Sentry vs Apple Bloom.”
Owner Box
“Well, that is just unfortunate.” Luna stated. “Still, we do have three duelists left.”
“It is good to know you don’t look on the bad side of things all the time sister.” Celestia smiled. “This match is far from over.”
Red Corner
Twilight rejoined her team feeling a mixture of pride in her brother and disappointment at having lost.
“Hey Twilight, you did really well out there.” Flash smiled. “Spike must have really improved to beat you, and even then, it was a close duel.”
“Yeah, no kidding.” Astral nodded. “Anyone that can beat my rival must have some serious power.” He smiled. “If I beat him, then I should be able to beat you.” He smiled. “Alright, I can’t wait for the chance to duel him.”
Twilight smiled. “Thanks, you two.”
“Win or lose, it doesn’t matter.” Blaze yawned. “The fact is, I’ll bring home the win.”
Astral sighed. “Man, you really know how to bring down the mood.” He looked to Flash. “Can you get out there and duel. I want to be reminded how a real duelist plays.”
“This coming from a second-rate duelist with a third-rate deck.” Blaze commented plainly.
Astral grit his teeth. “What did you say?”
“You heard me.” Blaze shrugged. “Anyways, you are up Flash.”
“I’ll give it my all.” Flash walked to the middle of the arena. “It’s time.”
Blue Corner
“Way to go Spike.” Sweetie Bell congratulated.
Scootaloo patted him on the back. “That’s what we needed to get back on track.”
“You sure showed them how we duel.” Apple Bloom declared.
“I appreciate the praise; however, this is far from over.” Spike looked at Apple Bloom. “I managed to stop their momentum, but it’s up to you to take it.” He held up his hand. “Get out there and show them the strength all three of us helped you cultivate.”
“I will.” Apple Bloom high fived him. “It’s time to show them that this apple seed is in bloom.”
She walked out to meet Flash for their duel.one
Arena
Flash and Apple Bloom stood across from each other.
“Looks like our hope to duel each other has been answered.” Apple Bloom declared. “Flash, just so you know, I don’t intend on losing. I’ll admit, your team is strong, but we’re not finished yet.”
“I hear you.” Flash nodded. “If I’m going down, I’ll make it close.”
“Oh, I can feel the intensity with this one.” Autumn declared. “These duelists seem ready to throw down, so let’s count it down.”
“3. 2. 1. Let’s Duel!”
(Flash 4000/Apple Bloom 4000)
 
“I think your teams been going first a little too much, so I’ll take it this time around.” Flash declared. “I’ll start by playing my Temple of Time.” A quantum blue temple appeared behind him. “This spell prevents you from targeting my warrior monsters with spells.
There is another effect, but that can’t be activated at this time. I’ll then summon Purple Poison Knight(LV 4/1200/2100) in defense mode.” A knight with short purple hair and purple armor appeared kneeling before Flash. “Finally, I will set one card.”
“My turn.” Apple Bloom drew. “I activate the field spell Aroma Garden.” A beautiful, lush garden appeared around them. “Now, I summon Aromage Jasmine(LV 2/600/2400 effect).” A female with white hair, blue eyes, and white robes appeared.
“Because I control Aroma Garden, all Aroma monsters gain 500 ATK/DEF. In addition, I gain 500 life points but only once a turn (Flash 4000/Apple Bloom 4500). When I gain life points, Aromage Jasmine lets me draw a card but only once per turn.
I normal summon Red Rose Dragon(LV 3/1000/1800).” An average sized purple dragon with roses on its back appeared. “Rose Dragon shall give Jasmine a tune up to Synchro for 5. Plant of healing and negation, I summon you. Join me Aromaseraphy Rosemary(LV 5/3000/1900).”
A woman with long, blue hair, blue dress, wings, and staff appeared.
“What a beautiful combo Apple Bloom pulled off.” Autumn declared. “She’s combined dragons and plants to craft a better deck than last year.”
Apple Bloom continued. “She gains the ATK/DEF from the field spell, and since my life points are higher than yours, she grants all plant monster 500 ATK/DEF. Now, I get to activate several effects from Red Rose Dragon. 
Since she was sent to the grave as Synchro material, I can special summon a Rose Dragon from my deck or hand. I choose Blue Rose Dragon(LV 4/1600/1200) from my deck.” A dragon with a serpent like body and blue rose around her neck appeared.
“That’s not all. Red Rose Dragon was sent to the grave for a plant Synchro monster meaning I get to add one of two cards from my deck to my hand.” I’ll choose my Frozen Rose spell card. I then activate Red Medicine granting me 500 more life points (Flash 4000/Apple Bloom 5000).
Since I gained life points, Rosemary can negate the effects of one face up card you control until the end of the turn. I don’t trust that monster of yours, so his effects are gone. With that out of the way, Aromaseraphy Rosemary will destroy Poison Knight.
“So, that’s what she added to her deck.” Flash thought. “Plants and dragons coming together to create combos. Also, Red Rose Dragon sounds familiar. This duel might just be tougher than I initially thought.”
He held out a hand. “If a Warrior Pendulum monster on my field is destroyed, Temple of Time allows me to add another Warrior/Pendulum monster from my deck to my hand.”
“It won’t stop Blue Rose Dragon from attacking you directly (Flash 2400/Apple Bloom 5000).” Apple Bloom declared. “I’ll then finish with one set card before turning things over to you.
Red Corner
“Between the four of them, they actually cover a range of duel styles.” Twilight commented.
“What do you mean?” Astral asked.
“Sweetie’s deck does chip damage that seems to build as the duel progresses, Spike is power mixed with burn, Scootaloo uses power, and Apple Bloom’s plants mixed with dragons give her life points mixed with cohesive effects.” Twilight replied.
“In other words, there team is one which can seemingly cover another’s weakness.” Blaze yawned. “Almost makes me curious enough to see how they’d do in tag duels.”
Blue Corner
“Apple Bloom’s deck is working like a well-oiled machine.” Scootaloo declared happily.
“After the hours we put into helping her improve, I’d be disappointed if it didn’t.” Sweetie stated.
“The duel’s still young and that monster was a pendulum since Flash moved it to his extra deck.” Spike stated cautiously. “Don’t get me wrong. I want Apple Bloom to win, but something tells me this is only the beginning.”
Arena
“So, this is what it’s like dueling in the big leagues.” Flash thought. “The people and cameras alike are watching. Sunset, Nathan, and Cipher could be watching right now. Uncle, Master, and even my brother could be watching as well.
 
Beyond that, this is Harmonious Element’s first match, and there’s no guarantee how the duels will turn out after this one. If I even want a shot at that end of year tournament, I got to give this everything I have.” He drew. “Get ready Apple Bloom because the big plays are coming.”
“I can’t wait.” Apple Bloom declared. “Show me what these past two years have taught you.”
“No problem.” Flash drew. “I activate Odd-Eyes Fusion. This spell normally acts like Polymerization, but only for Dragon monsters. That said, if my opponent controls two monsters and I control none, I can also use up to two Odd-Eyes from my extra deck.
With that in mind, I’ll combine Odd-Eyes Absolute Dragon, from my extra deck, with Tuning Knight from my hand. I call upon the dragon with dichromatic eyes and spirt of a roaring tempest. Fusion Summon Odd-Eyes Vortex Dragon(LV 7/2500/3000).”
A black dragon with light green scales appeared. “When this dragon is special summoned, I can bounce one of your cards back to your hand. I choose Rosemary which means it goes back to your extra deck. Go Vortex Return! I then activate my face down Astral Rebirth.
This card allows me to special summon any monster from my grave, and if they’re an Xyz monster, this card becomes an overlay unit for it. Come to the field Odd-Eyes Absolute Dragon(Rank 7/O 1/2800/2500).” A brown dragon with ice scales all over his body appeared.
“Whoa.” Apple Bloom was impressed. “A Fusion and Xyz monster on the field at the same time. Looks like your training really was for something.”
“I appreciate the compliment, but you haven’t seen anything yet.” Flash declared. “Vortex Dragon will destroy Blue Rose Dragon with Vortex Breath!” Vortex Dragon reared back his head before letting loose a breath attack comprised of concentrated air.
“Nice try Flash, but I activate my face down Rose Blizzard.” Apple Bloom declare. “Since you targeted my monster for an attack, Blue Rose will go into defense position and the current attack shall be negated.”
“I thought something like this would come up which is why I summoned Vortex.” Flash smiled. “By returning a face up pendulum monster from my extra deck to the deck, Vortex can negate and destroy a card once per turn. I choose my Tunning Knight. Vortex Negation!”
The trap card sparked before shattering and the attack washed over Blue Rose (Flash 2400/Apple Bloom 4100).
“When Blue Rose is destroyed, I can special summon a Plant monster or Black Rose Dragon from my graveyard.” Apple Bloom declared. “I choose Red Rose Dragon(LV 3/1000/1800) in defense mode.”
“Fine by me.” Flash declared. “Absolute Dragon will attack Red Rose with Absolute Breath. I’ll then activate the effect of Sword Knight from my hand. By putting him face up in my extra deck, my monster deals piercing damage” 
Absolute fired off a breath attack comprised of ice which washed over Red Rose (Flash 2400/Apple Bloom 3100).
“Just as things seemed to be looking good for Apple Bloom, Flash Sentry comes back swinging with combos that flip the script.” Autumn declared.
“I’ll end my turn with a set card.” Flash declared. “I was hoping to weaken her next turn by bringing her life points lower than mine, but this was all I had. I just have to hope my defenses are strong enough to hold the line.”
“I draw!” Apple Bloom drew. “Since you control a monster, I can special summon Rose Princess(LV 3/1200/800).” A woman in a pink dress with a rose for hair appeared. “When she’s summoned this way, princess can act as a tuner.
I then normal summon White Rose Dragon(LV 4/1200/1000).” A black dragon with white accents appeared. “Her effect allows me to special summon a Rose Dragon monster from my hand or graveyard. I choose Red Rose Dragon(LV 3/1000/1800).”
“Hm, three monsters and two tuners.” Flash contemplated. “Is she going for the monster I assume she’d go for or did she summon two tuners for something else?”
 
“Now, Rose Princess will give White Rose Dragon a tune up to Synchro for 7.” Apple Bloom continued. “Dragon of beauty and deadly power I call you to my field. Synchro summon Black Rose Dragon(LV 7/2400/1800).” A black dragon with rose accents appeared.
“I thought you had that dragon, and I’m more aware of its power which is why I set my Breakthrough Skill.” Flash declared. “This card allows me to target your effect monster and negate those effects until the end of the turn.”
“I knew of your appreciation for the duelists of the past Flash.” Apple Bloom smiled. “That’s why I summoned two tuners. I’m going to take this dragon to the next level. Red Rose Dragon give Black Rose Dragon a tuner up to synchro for 10.
Dragon of beauty and power grows with the help of her comrades. Synchro summon Majestic Black Rose Dragon(LV 10/3200/2800).” Black Rose Dragon appeared larger than before with four wings. “When she’s Synchro summoned, every other monster’s effects are negated.
Then, I can destroy every other monster on the field leaving my dragon as the only one. This gives my monster a direct attack on your life points. Go, Majestic Rose devastation!” Majestic Rose Dragon fired a breath attack of rose petals at Flash.
“I activate the graveyard effect of Astral Rebirth.” Flash declared. “By banishing this card, my life points rise by 2000 (Flash 4400/Apple Bloom 3100).” The attack hit Flash (Flash 1200/Apple Bloom 3100).
“Impressive Flash.” Apple Bloom smiled. “I’ll end my turn there, but don’t think I’m defenseless. Just like you, I have tricks up my sleeve.”
“If I were a betting man, I’d say Majestic has more than her destruction, but I already have a counter to anything Majestic may have.” Flash drew. “I banish Breakthrough Skill from my graveyard which will negate Majestic Rose Dragon’s effects until the end of the turn.”
“That’s a bit surprising, but my dragon is still strong in ATK.” Apple Bloom declared. “You don’t have many life points to spare.”
“I’m aware.” Flash drew and smiled. “That’s why I intend to end things this turn. I activate Mirror Dragon Fusion. This spell works a lot like Dragon’s mirror except I’m allowed to use monsters face up in my extra deck as material to. With this new freedom, I will combine Odd-eyes Vortex Dragon with Purple Poison Knight.
Dragon with dichromatic eyes and spirt of a roaring gale come to me. Fusion summon Odd-Eyes Whirlwind Dragon(LV 10/3000/3500).” A colossal green dragon with huge silver wings and scales appeared. “When this monster is special summon, every monster you control is sent back to the hand. Go, Gale Return!”
Whirlwind beat his wings whipping up a large amount of wind which pushed Majestic back. The dragon soon became a ball of light which flew back to Apple Bloom’s extra deck.
“That’s an impressive monster Flash, but a direct attack from him isn’t enough to finish me.” Apple Bloom declared. “I’ll still have 100 life points left.”
“I’m aware which is why I activate Sword Knight’s other monster effect.” Flash smiled. “See, three of my knights in this deck are special because they can shift between my extra deck and hand to activate their effects.
You saw one when Sword Knight gave Absolute piercing damage. The other is the ability to inflict double battle damage; however, if your control no Mosnters, I must half my own life points to achieve this. I’ll gladly do so (Flash 600/Apple Bloom 3100). Go Gale Breath!”
Odd-eyes Whirlwind Dragon roared before firing down a breath attack comprised of condensed air at Apple Bloom (Flash 600/Apple Bloom 0).
“In the end, Flash Sentry pulls off an impressive fusion followed by a combo that wins him the duel.” Autumn declared as the audience cheered. “Seems the apple doesn’t fall to far from the tree folks. Could we have the next Duel Phenomenon in the making?” 
 
The audience cheered, but just as Flash assumed, certain people had been watching him. People he knew and some he didn’t.
Spain: Crystal Cavalcade Compound, Work Out Room…
Forward Base had grown well in the past two years. He gained a few inches and developed the build of a runner to help him in Action Duels as well as to better survive future shadow games. He let his blue hair grow out and put it in a ponytail.
His eyes, once bastions of happiness, were deadly serious. He currently wore a black tank top with matching shorts and was running on the tread mill while observing his brother’s duel. A powerful, black aura had appeared around him.
“Flash… You’d best stay out of my way, or I will crush you.”
The reason he wasn’t at his team’s opener was down to the fact that each member, handpicked by Sombra, were usually strong enough to sweep the day. A few outliers were out there, but the current match didn’t call for more than one person.
Japan: Duel Dome, Blue Corner Hallway
Rainbow Dash and her team had swept their opposition. She had been walking back with her team when she saw Flash dueling Apple Bloom on a screen. As a result, she had sent her teammates on ahead. After the conclusion of the duel, she walked away.
“That snake.” Rainbow thought angrily. “How can anyone accept him when he’s known to steal others decks. I’m betting that’s where we got the deck he’s using now. Well, I’ll show them who Flash really is.”
Nathan stood at the end of the hall with his arms crossed. The only thing that had changed about him, besides gaining a few inches, was his attire. He now wore a purple suit with matching pants and shoes.
“Get a good a look at the competition Rainbow?” Nathan asked.
“Yes sir.” Rainbow glanced at him. “That guy won’t be much of a problem if I face him.”
“I’m glad to hear you’re focused on the right things.” Nathan smiled. “My team, Striking Beast, needs its duelists at their best, and I can’t carry the team myself. No matter how skilled I may be, one must value teamwork. Even Crystal Cavalcade understands that to an extent.”
“I’m going back to the compound.” Rainbow walked on. “I have training to do.”
She left Nathan who turned his attention to the T.V. “So, you’ve come to the world stage after all Flash Sentry. Looks like we may just get our chance for a rematch.” He shrugged. “Shame I already gave that Armed Dragon Deck away.”
?
A huge, red skinned man with yellow eyes and a mane of white hair sat in a chair having observed the duel. He wore a black tank top with matching pants and combat boots. Behind him there was a bay window overlooking countless duelists being pushed to their limits.
“The boy is good. I can feel the light within him even from here.” He glanced at his side. “Seems you weren’t lying when you came to me Omega.”
“Of course, I wasn’t Tierek.” The figure in the gold cloak with black trim and accents walked forward. “To achieve my goal, I must help you. If you wish to succeed, we must let Flash cultivate his power.”
“Yes, I do sense potential within him.” Tierek nodded. “Go prepare the chosen duelist.”
“As you wish.” Omega chuckled. “I am here to serve after all.”
The cloaked figure then walked out of the room.
Secluded Forest: Compound
“You should have heeded my words and stayed out of the game Flash.” Sunset currently sat on a couch and had watched Flash’s duel. “It would have been for the best.” A dark mist rolled into the room, but Sunset didn’t react beyond recognizing it. “Lady Nightmare.”
The mist had formed into a vaguely woman shape, but it was clear that whatever this was, she was no human. “Sunset Shimmer.” Her voice was dark and quiet while also soothing to the ears. “I sensed your emotions spike. What has happened?”
“It’s Flash Sentry ma’am.” Sunset replied. “After two years, he’s returned to dueling.”
“You know what this means, right?” Nightmare question. “He is one of two comprised of burning spirit and compassion.” She closed her eyes. “His power grows like his brother’s. Unlike last time, you cannot sway me to let him go.”
“I know ma’am.” Sunset stated. “I appreciate what you allowed me to do, but the conditions were clear. Flash Sentry is back, so he must be collected.” She shook her head. “It was irrational feelings which led to my choice before. Feelings I won’t let influence me again.”
“Good.” Nightmare put her left hand on the couch and two decks appeared. “We need to know just how strong he has become.”
Sunset nodded. “It shall be done.”
Harmonic Industries
Stygian stood next to a teenage girl with green skin, long, dark green hair, and light brown eyes. She wore a brown stripped sweater, blue jeans, and gray stripped shoes. On her arm she wore a black duel disk with red accents. They had been watching various duels from this year’s openers.
“It’s been two years since The Cipher was last seen, and dueling has reached new heights; however, it just isn’t enough.” Stygian looked at the girl. “Are you sure you want to help me Wallflower? There is still time to back out.”
“No, I won’t abandon you.” Wallflower shook her head. “When everyone else ignored me, you didn’t. I was alone until I met you, and if what you’ve shown me is true, I need to help you. No matter where we end up, I’m with you.”
Stygian nodded before producing items from his pockets. “Then, you will need these.” Wallflower was given a black and red canister, Number C107: Galaxy-Eyes Tachyon Dragon, and Rank-Up Magic cards. “The time to begin the next stage is upon us.”
“I understand father.” Wallflower nodded. “I promise not to disappoint you.”
“No matter what happens, you’ll never have disappointed me.” Stygian put an arm around her. “Even if you betray me, I won’t regret taking you in.” He took a deep breath. “Now, let’s get to work. The world must be ready no matter the cost.”
England Compound
A teenage girl stood before a screen watching and had watched the Canterlot Opener with intent. She had long, blue hair with streaks of red, cyan blue eyes, and yellow-orange skin. She wore a dull green formal shirt, dark blue pants, and black boots.
A tall, teenage guy with cyan blue skin, primarily light purple hair with streaks of rainbow color in it, and pink eyes walked into the room. He wore a black trench coat, grey pants, and brown shoes. A black scarf hung around his neck.
“Dusk, are you still watching the opening match?” The guy asked. “The doctor already told us this time is different from our own.”
“I know Dash, but I’m still trying to figure out why.” Dusk replied. “According to Doctor Hooves, we shouldn’t have traveled to another universe. Multiverse theory shouldn’t be the case here. Father shouldn’t have that deck or even be in the world leagues at this time.”
“What difference does it make?” Dash shrugged. “We already resolved to prevent everything from happening. Now, we merely get to keep existing and save another reality. Hey, if we manage it, maybe our parents can help us save our timeline.”
“I suppose you’re right Dash, but I can’t help this feeling I have in the pit of my stomach.” Dusk shook her head. “Something is going on, and it’s unsettling.”
“Whatever may be going on, I know the two of us can make it through this.” Dash put his hand on her shoulder with a reassuring smile. “We’ve managed to survive this long against the Supreme King. Compared to him, whatever we face in this time should be nothing.”
“Thank you, Dash.” Dusk smiled before standing. “I can study the duels of this time later. For now, we should practice with the decks the doctor gave us. He can’t hold the team up by himself forever no matter how good he is.”
“Well said.” Dash smirked. “Just know, I won’t go easy on you, so you better bring all that talent you inherited.”
They walked out of the room together.
Arena: Red Corner
Flash walked back to his team’s corner feeling good about how that went. He managed to win in his world debut and proved he could win outside of your average, friendly duel.
“Man, you have an awesome deck.” Astral grinned. “Pendulum summoning or no pendulum summoning, it can bring the power and effects.”
“You did really well Flash.” Twilight added.
“You performed about as well as I expected.” Blaze nodded approvingly before standing. “Now, I’m going to clean up the last competitor.”
“Hey!” Astral stood up. “I want to have another duel, and I think I can win us that last match.”
Blaze glanced at him before sighing. “You know what, have fun.” She sat back down. “You’ll just end up losing, and I’ll head out there anyways.” She shrugged. “Maybe it’ll be a bit entertaining for me.”
“I’ll show you.” Astral declared. “Bet on me winning.”
Blaze yawned. “I’ll take the sure bet and go for against it.”
Astral growled before moving over to the podium.
Blue Corner
Apple Bloom rejoined her friends with her head held higher. “I think today’s match has been good for us.”
“How do you figure?” Scootaloo asked.
She wasn’t bummed to have lost to Blaze, but they were losing quite a bit. Not the greatest for their image, but the people around them did seem to mostly consider this duel between two powerful teams rather than degrading Duel Crusaders for being young.
“I think Harmonious Element is a team that will push the leagues to new heights.” Apple Bloom nodded. “Fact is, they have truly skilled duelist which were found in places most teams wouldn’t look. No matter how this season goes, I think we’ll continue to see better competition.”
“Apple Bloom does speak sense, but it’s not over yet.” Sweetie Bell looked to Spike. “We still have a chance thanks to our secret weapon.”
“You got that right.” Spike stood. “If they want to win, they’ll have to bring their absolute best.”
He walked out to meet his opponent.

	
		HE vs DC:Part 3



Arena
Spike and Astral came to stand across from one another.
“Hey Spike, I saw your duel, and I’m impressed.” Astral was excited. “The fact that you beat the person I consider my rival means this is going to be a great duel no matter the outcome.”
“Hm, you’re my sister’s rival?” Spike questioned.
“You bet I am.” Astral pointed a finger in the air. “Your sister is my first, real obstacle on my way to the top.” He then pointed at Spike. “Since you beat her, I can test my strength against you. If I win, I got a shot at beating her.”
“Uh, I think you’re trying to justify a duel using a math term.” Spike stated. “That property is flawed when applied to duels though. Anything can happen.”
“Maybe.” Astral shrugged. “Still, I’m excited for this regardless.”
“Alright, folks we have the next duel ready to commence.” Autumn stated. “Team Harmonious Element came ready to duel one of last year’s favorite teams. In the end, Duel Crusaders sits with one duelist while Harmonious Element has three. So, let’s count it down.”
“3, 2, 1. Let’s Duel!”

Yugioh: Road to Quantum Opening

( watch?v=WXx21ivOCLU)

Don't you dare replace
Your first and only want
(Young Flash Sentry stares up at Flash Industries with his father and brother as Magnus ruffles their hair.)
Don't give up on the chase
Keep holding on!
(Teenage Flash is riding through Canterlot atop a duel runner before coming to a stop outside the open gates of a large complex with multiple buildings.)
Everything had gone to failure
(Young Flash stands in front of Canterlot Middle Schools statue and watches in despair as young Twilight, Fluttershy, Applejack, Rarity, Fluttershy, and Rainbow Dash leave him going separate ways from himself and each other.)
My ambition turned into my broken dreams
(Flash is sent flying outside a building and into the grace outside as lighting arcs through the sky followed by thunder. Soon, it begins to storm on him.)
I left a promise out to die
(Flash kneels beside his younger brother, Forward Base, who is currently crying. He stands before facing Ethan with a determined expression.)
Every word I still remember
(Young Flash is standing on the roof as a young Sunset is waiting for him.)
They've been ringing in my head on full repeat
(The scene transitions to the park at night as Flash stands across from Sunset in shock while she laughs at him. His fists clench and he activate his black duel disc causing a blue energy blade to appear.)
Can't get your talk to ever leave my mind
(Young Flash is panting with tears in his eyes as he stands in the middle of his father's home office with books having been scattered. Anything that could be wrecked was.)
But now, from the clouds
There's a wind that gives me a boost
(Young Flash sits on his knees before a coffee table. Laid out before him is a blank deck of cards, his laptop, and a flash drive. He inserts the flash drive into the computer and plays a video.)
My heart, burning hard
Is about to light my fuse
(Young Flash watches as his father appears on screen. After a moment, his expression changes from sorrow and anger to a proud smile.)
(Let's try again!)
Live in the now and break your confines
Take ahold of this precious time (precious time)
(Flash is in his room as the sun shines through the window and her finishes packing his things. He tucks the blank deck into his deck box before walking out of the room.)
Glory days (glory days)
'Cause your life is not to trade
(Flash is seen walking down the sidewalk with Shadow Lock conversing happily with him before they enter a car and drive off.)
(Let's try again!)
Bring back the color as you advance
Paint it red, and then take a chance (take a chance)
(Young Flash and Shadow Lock stand across from each other in a room of the decaying Duel Sanctuary. Both wield black duel disk as Flash's blue energy blade and Shadow's black energy blade come out.)
Shout it loud (shout it loud)
'Cause your style's worth a bow
(Flash stands outside the sanctuary and stares down the stairs as he imagines a transparent version of his brother running up to meet him before he vanishes. Rather than be sad, Flash gives a small smile before walking back inside.)
Don't you dare replace
Your first and only want
(Teen Flash gets off his duel runner and looks back at the transparent version of his younger self who smiles and gives him a thumbs up before vanishing. Flash smiles and puts his hands in his pockets before walking onto the grounds of the large complex.)
Don't give up on the chase
Keep holding on!
(Flash looks up at the building as he draws closer to the entrance with a look of resolve. He stops as transparent version of the Humane 6 as their current ages appear before him. Flash nods to them before they vanish. He then walks into the building.)

(Astral 4000/Spike 4000)
 
“Since I’m the only duelist left standing, I’ll take the first turn.” Spike declared. “I’ll start with The Black Stone of Legend(LV 1/0/0).” A black stone with a hole in it appeared. “By tributing this card, I can special summon a level seven or lower Red-Eyes monster from my deck. I choose Red-Eyes B. Dragon(LV 7/2400/2000).” The black dragon with red eyes appeared roaring.
“That’s what I’m talking about.” Astral smiled. “Your deck can bust out practically any card at a whim. What a cool strategy.”
“You haven’t seen anything yet.” Spike declared. “I activate the spell named after my dragon’s attack, Inferno Fire Blast. In exchange for my B. Dragon’s attack, which he can’t do on the first turn anyways, I can inflict damage to you equal to his original ATK (Astral 1600/Spike 4000). I’ll end my turn with a set card.”
Red Corner
Blaze stood up and started to walk off.
“Where are you going?” Twilight asked.
Blaze stopped and glanced back at her. “I changed my mind.” She yawned. “Nothing here has impressed me enough to stick around.” She waved. “Flash can handle this after Astral inevitably loses. I’m returning to the compound for a nap.”
“You’re just going to leave?” Flash questioned.
“I got my win already.” Blaze put her hands in her pockets and continued walking. “When you’re in the Top Five, you’re pretty much guaranteed a place at the end of year tournament… as long as you can show a win streak. See you around.”
Twilight was confused.
“What is her deal?” Flash was contemplative. “She’s predicted every duel up to this point, but nothing’s guaranteed. Astral could win or we both fail. With her gone, both of us failing means defeat.” 
Arena
“Alright, my move.” Astral drew. “Oh, this going to be good. First, since you control a monster and I do not, I can special summon Cyber Dragon(LV 5/2100/1600). A long, silver machine appeared. “Then, I normal summon Genex Ally Birdman(LV 3/1400/400).”
A green machine birdman with yellow features appeared. “Now, my Birdman will give Cyber Dragon a tune up to Synchro for 8. Dragon with the power to burn all who oppose him. Come forth Hot Red Dragon Archfiend(LV 8/3000/2000).” A black and red menacing dragon appeared roaring challengingly at Red-Eyes.
Red Corner
The remaining two teammates looked at the dragon in awe.
“Astral has a version of Red Dragon Archfiend!?” Flash thought of his uncle. “Man, Astral is impressive in his own right.”
“He may be a little slower to summon them, but Astral does have three of the summoning methods.” Twilight thought.
Blue Corner
“Just when you think he’s shown all his tricks, he busts something else out.” Sweetie stated.
“No kidding.” Apple Bloom stated. “Kaiba’s Blue-Eyes, Zane Truesdale’s Cyber Dragons, and a different version of Jack Atlas’ signature dragon. All he’s missing is some Galaxy-Eyes, and he’d have a composite deck of some of the strongest duelists there’s been.”
“How do we know he doesn’t have any Galaxy-Eyes?” Scootaloo asked.
Arena
Astral continued. “I now activate Burden of the Mighty. This spell causes each monster you control to be weakened by 100 ATK times their level. Your dragon has seven levels meaning he loses 700 ATK.” Red-Eyes B. Dragon(LV 7/1700/2000 effect).
“Now, Hot Red Dragon Archfiend will destroy Red Eyes with Hot Inferno!” Hot Red Dragon’s fist was encased in fire which it used to punch B. Dragon exploding it (Astral 1600/Spike 2700). “I then set one card ending my turn.”
“That was impressive, but this duel isn’t over yet.” Spike drew. “I activate Return of the Dragon Lords. This spell allows me to revive a level 7 or 8 dragon from my grave. Come back Red-Eyes B. Dragon(LV 7/1700/2000 effect).
I’ll then summon Black Metal Dragon(LV 1/500/600 effect).” A small, black metal dragon appeared. “Next, I activate my set Level Wave. This trap allows me to target two monsters I control and declare a level from 1 to 8. Those monsters then become that level. I declare 7!”
Black Metal Dragon(LV 7/0/600 effect). “Now, I overlay my two level seven monsters. Dragon who punishes my opponent for their effects will now descend. Xyz summon Red-Eyes Flare Metal Dragon(R 7/O 2/2800/2400).” A black metal Red-Eyes B. Dragon appeared roaring.
“You bypassed my Burden of the Mighty, but your monster can’t quite cut it against my Archfiend.” Astral stated.
“You’re right, but Flare Metal can go one step higher.” Spike declared. “I rebuild the overlay network with Red-Eyes Flare Metal Dragon. Dragon of the heated metal evolves to garner new power. Rank-Up Red-Eyes Darkness Flare Dragon(R 8/O 3/2800/2400).”
A black metal dragon with fire coming off his body appeared.
“Whoa” Astral thought. “He ranked up into a monster with the exact same ATK and DEF meaning its abilities likely make up for this.”
“I now detach one of Red-Eyes Darkness Flare Dragon(O 2)’s overlay units to banish your Hot Red Dragon Archfiend. My dragon then gains half that monster’s ATK until the end of the turn.” Red-Eyes Darkness Flare Dragon(R 8/O 3/4300/2400 effect).”
“What a great move.” Astral declared happily. “What will you do to follow up on it?”
“My dragon will attack you directly.” Spike answered.
“That would work if not for my set Draining Shield.” Astral declared. “This negates your attack and grants me life points equal to your monster’s ATK.”
“I’ll counter it with my monster’s additional effect.” Spike declared. “As long as Flare Metal is one of his materials, any effect that grants you life points is changed to half your life points instead (Astral 800/Spike 2700). I then end my turn.”
“That was a stunning back and forth as both duelists used a slew of effects to counter the other.” Autumn declared. “Astral just manages to stay in the game.”
“My move.” Astral drew. “It’s time.” He nodded. “With these cards in my hand, I have no choice but to put it all on the line. I activate Power Bond fusing two Cyber Dragons with The Light - Hex-Sealed Fusion which can be substituted for any one material.
Three headed dragon who reigns over the Cyber heed my call and aid me in this time of need. Fusion summon Cyber End Dragon(LV 12/4000/2800).” A huge, three headed cyber dragon appeared.
“Power Bond doubles his original attack, but if I don’t win this turn, I lose life points equal to his original ATK.” Cyber End Dragon(LV 12/8000/2800 effect). “Let’s go for broke Cyber End Dragon. Attack Darkness Flare with Super Strident Blast.”
“I activate Half Unbreak.” Spike countered. “This trap allows me to target my monster and make him immune to battle destruction this turn. In addition, any damage I’d take is halved (Astral 800/Spike 100).”
“Just enough for you to survive.” Astral laughed joyfully. “Man, you really are something else. I end my turn.” Cyber End Dragon exploded and said explosion washed over Astral (Astral 0/Spike 100).
“By the seat of his pants, Spike manages to squeak out a win for Duel Crusaders.” Autumn declared while everyone cheered. “This team isn’t done yet.”
Astral grinned at Spike and pointed at him. “Hear me now Spike because Harmonious Element will make it to the next round of team matches, and I have no doubt your team will make it as well. When that time comes, we’ll have a rematch where I’ll win. Count on it.”
Spike nodded. “I will.”
Red Corner
Astral rejoined his team.
“It was close Astral, but Spike’s dueling has entered a whole new level.” Twilight stated.
“You did your best.” Flash stood and walked towards the center of the arena with a rather serious look about him. “Now, it’s up to me to bring this home.”
Astral was confused until he noticed that Blaze was gone. “Hold on.” He turned to Twilight for answers. “What happened to Blaze?”
“She got bored and decided to leave.” Twilight replied. “She also said you would lose, so, in a sense, she’s left everything to Flash.”
“I can’t believe that jerk.” Astral declared angrily. “She’s not much of a team player at all.”
Arena
“What is your deal Blaze?” Flash walked towards the center. “I seem to be the only one you consider anything close to an equal, so I swear I’m finding out what’s up with you once this is over. Right now, weather I like it or not, Harmonious Element’s victory rides on me.”
Despite what you might think, Flash didn’t want this, but he wasn’t about to let that distract him. He had to win this for his team. He had to show everyone that Harmonious Element had the potential past teams lacked.
“Oh, I have just gotten word that Blaze Sol has left the building which forfeits her spot.” Autumn declared to the utter disappointment of the audience. “In a surprising turn of events, this match comes down to Spike of Duel Crusaders and Flash Sentry of Harmonious Element.”
Owner Box
“What is that girl thinking!?” Luna questioned angrily.
“Do not lose hope sister.” Celestia took a calming breath before staring at the arena ahead. “In situations like this, Flash plays at his best.”
She remembered her time observing him against Shadow, and the words Scorpan told her.
“Even so, this is just reckless.” Luna declared. “If Flash can’t do this, all the momentum we’ve built will evaporate.”
“We need to have faith in our other duelists.” Celestia stated. “Blaze is one member of this team. Believe in Flash, and he won’t let us down.”
With Zack
“Talk about a situation.” Zack thought. “Just how will the wonder boy do with all this pressure coming down on him?”
Arena
Flash came to stand across from Spike.
“This was unexpected.” The Red-Eyes user nodded. “Don’t take this wrong way, but I was kind of hoping to get a shot at Blaze. If I win, this seems like a cheap way to take the match.”
“Allow me to help you with your problem.” Flash declared firmly. “Even with the loss of Blaze, Harmonious Element can stand. A team is never one person, but a group of individuals coming together to achieve a single goal. Right now, that’s winning this duel.”
“You’ve certainly gained a lot more confidence these past two years.” Spike smiled. “Let’s see just how well it serves you.”
“This may have been unexpected in the long run, but there was always that potential for this to be the last duel of the day folks.” Autumn stated. “Help me count it down for the last time.” Everyone joined in. “3, 2, 1. Let’s Duel!”

(Flash 4000/Spike 4000)
“I’m taking the first turn.” Flash declared. “I’ll set my pendulum scales with Scale 1 Astrograph Warlord and Scale 8 Chronograph Warlord.” A warrior in light blue armor with a blue cape and lance appeared alongside a warrior in red armor with a black cape inside blue pillars.
“I activate both Pendulum monsters’ effects allowing me to destroy them and bring out their starting forms. I’ll reset the scales with Scale 1 Stargazer Knight and Scale 8 Timegazer Knight.” A knight in white armor and a knight in black armor appeared inside the blue pillars.
“Next, I activate Pendulum Card Burst allowing me to destroy two Pendulum monsters I control and draw two cards. I’ll then activate Pot of Riches. By shuffling three pendulum monsters into my deck from the grave or face up in my extra deck, I can draw two more cards.
“I’ll now reset my scales with Scale 1 Purple Poison Knight and Scale 8 Celestial Knight.” A knight with short purple hair and armor appeared in one blue pillar while a warrior in white and black armor appeared in the other.
“It’s time to bring out the one pendulum I left in my extra deck. Swing pendulum of my soul. Carve an arc through space and time. Pendulum summon Astrograph Warlord(LV 7/2500/2000).
I then target my level 7 Astrograph Warlord and decrease its level by 3 to special summon Tunning Knight(LV 3/700/1400).” A child in fire red armor with matching eyes and hair appeared wielding a short sword.
“I now tune my level four Astrograph Warlord with my level three Tuning Knight. Beat your wings to whip up a whirlwind. Descend Clear Wing Synchro Dragon(LV 7/2500/2000).” A white dragon with green crystals on its body appeared.
“What an opening move.” Spike was stunned. “You picked up quite the slew of tricks during your training, huh Flash?”
“It was a necessity.” Flash declared. “Now, I equip my dragon with Supreme Wing.” Crystal Wing’s wings starting glowing a light green color. “I’ll withhold what this does until it’s needed. You’re move.”
“Flash really is bringing the heat, so I need to answer in kind.” Spike drew. “I activate Red-Eyes Fusion allowing me to fuse any monster which lists a Red-Eyes monster as material. I can also grab materials from my hand, field, or deck.
In return, I cannot summon anything more this turn. I will combine a Red-Eyes B. Dragon and Meteor Dragon Red-Eyes Impact. Dragon who rains fire from above come on down. Fusion summon Meteor Black Comet Dragon-Red-Eyes B. Dragon(LV 8/3500/2000).”
A burning, black dragon appeared. “When this monster is fusion summoned, I can send a Red-Eyes monster from my hand or deck to the graveyard. Then, I can inflict half that monster’s ATK to you as damage.”
“You could if not for my Clear Wing’s effect.” Flash declared. “Since a level five or higher monster is activating its effect, that monster has their effects negated, is destroyed, and Clear Wing gains ATK equal to the destroyed monster’s ATK until the end of the turn.”
Clear Wing Synchro Dragon(LV 7/6000/2000 effect)
“I see.” Spike thought. “Flash took note of my earlier duels and summoned a monster to counter a good chunk of my cards. Since I used Red-Eyes Fusion, I can’t even use Black Comet’s secondary effect to summon a monster from my grave.
 
Not that it’d matter in the first place since Clear Wing negated Comet’s effects anyways.” Spike smiled. “Well done Flash. You completely circumnavigated my first turn, but my deck always has the potential to come back. I’ll set one card ending my turn.”
Clear Wing Synchro Dragon(LV 7/2500/2000)
“My decks doesn’t lack moves.” Flash drew. “One of the draw backs to Supreme Wing is that I am forbidden from summoning anything else while it is one the field. That said, I don’t need to summon anything when Clear Wing can attack. Go, Wing Spiraling Drill!”
Clear Wing flew into the air before spiraling and generating wind around himself. He then tucked in his wings and dived at Spike.
“I activate my face down Quick-Play Silver’s Cry.” Spike declared. “This spell allows me to revive Meteor Black Comet DragonLV 8/3500/2000).”
“I was hoping you’d do that.” Flash declared. “Don’t halt your attack Clear Wing!”
“What?” Spike was shocked. “You’re dragon’s weaker than mine.”
“I’m aware, but the 1000 life points I’m about to take is a small price to pay.” Flash declared as his dragon was destroyed (Flash 3000/Spike 4000). “One of the boons of Supreme Wing is that it destroys the monster which destroyed the monster it was equipped to. Then, you take damage equal to your destroyed monster’s ATK (Flash 3000/Spike 500).”
“Oh, Flash just turned Spike’s play against him and got rid of his powerful fusion for the second time in a row.” Autumn declared. “A splendid counter which sees Spike on the back foot in this duel.”
The disappointment of Blaze leaving was starting to fade as people began to cheer once more.
“I could summon now, but I’ll set a couple of face downs instead.” Flash declared. “You’re move.”
“You’ve really backed me into a corner, so I have no choice.” Spike drew. “I need to go all out to beat you.”
“Before you continue, I activate Hand Balance.” Flash declared. “This can only be activated if our hand sizes aren’t equal. If this is the case, I can target either you or I. Whomever I target much then equal their hands size with the other. I target you.”
“That’s fine because all I need is one card.” Spike discard most of his hand. “I activate Return of the Dragon Lords and use it to revive Meteor Black Comet Dragon (LV 8/3500/2000).”
“By eliminating your options, I ensure my survival.” Flash declared. “I activate the effect of Life Knight in my hand. By setting this pendulum monster face up in my extra deck, I gain 1000 life points (Flash 4000/Spike 500).”
“You manage to survive the turn, but we’ll see what you can do to overcome my monster next turn.” Spike declared. “Speaking of him, Meteor Black Comet Dragon will attack you directly with Inferno Impact.” Comet Dragon flew into the air and radiated an intense heat before divebombing Flash (Flash 500/Spike 500). “Now, it’s your move.”
“I think I can overcome it.” Flash drew. “I activate Monster Reborn to revive Clear Wing Synchro Draogn(LV 7/2500/2000). Now, swing pendulum of my soul. Carve an arc through space and time. Pendulum summon Astrograph Warlord(LV 7/2500/2000).
I’ll then overlay my two level seven monsters to build the overlay network. Dragon of absolute darkness, I invoke your power. Descend Dark Anthelion Dragon(R 7/O 2/3000/2500).” A colossal, dark purple dragon with bone armor appeared roaring.
“That monster is huge!” Spike exclaimed in shock.
“He is, but the size of this dragon isn’t his main feature.” Flash smiled good naturedly. “By detaching one overlay unit, I can half your monster’s ATK and grant my monster that lost ATK until the end of the turn. My life points also go up by the same amount. Anthelion use Dark Absorption on Meteor Black Comet Dragon!”
Meteor Black Comet Dragon (LV 8/1750/2000 effect)
Dark Anthelion Dragon(R 7/O 1/4750/2500 effect)
(Flash 2250/Spike 500)
Flash held up his arm. “Dark Anthelion destroy Meteor Black Comet Dragon.” Dark Anthelion breathed a continuous stream of black lighting at Spike’s Dragon causing it to shatter (Flash 2250/Spike 0).”
The crowd went wild. “Flash! Flash! Flash!”
Flash reactivated his earlier program and spoke into his dual disk. “Quiet Everyone!” His voice rang out slowly silencing the crowd, and only once he had their attention, did the winning duelist speak again. “You all have it wrong in this moment.
This isn’t just my win. With this, Harmonious Element takes the victory today. Without my teammates, those that competed and those that didn’t, I wouldn’t be here now.” He pumped his fist into the air. “This is Harmonious Elements victory!”
That got the crowd cheering the team’s name. “Harmonious Element! Harmonious Element! Harmonious Element!”
“Mark my words because this is only the beginning.” Flash declared. “If we falter, we will rise stronger than ever. We’re going all the way to the top. As my teammate Astral Flare often says, count on it!”
The cheering was the loudest it’s been all day.
Red Corner
“That’s Flash for you.” Twilight smiled. “Even when you don’t do much, he refuses to let the team go under appreciated.”
“That Flash Sentry is a cool guy.” Astral had jumped to his feet. “You tell them Flash! Work up the crowd and let them see your burning spirit!”
Blue Corner
“Looks like, we need to step our game up.” Apple Bloom smiled. “Especially if we want another shot at Harmonious Element in the next round.”
“You know it captain.” Scootaloo nodded firmly. “I got to improve to the point that Blaze will give me an actual duel.”
“Yeah, and I really want to have another duel with Astral.” Sweetie stated.
Spike had rejoined them. “While we’re on the subject, I got to work to beat Flash.”
They all smiled at each other and put their hands in the center. “Team Duel Crusaders!” They raised their hands to the sky. “We’ll shoot for the top together!”
Owner’s Box
“In the end, they achieved exactly what we wanted.” Celestia smiled. “Harmonious Element’s stage is set.”
“Don’t rest easy now sister.” Luna stated. “This was an important victory, but we must continue to get results like this.”
“I’m aware.” Celestia sat back. “Still, this is something to celebrate. We can worry about training up the team tomorrow while enjoying what today has brought.”

	
		Clash:Part 1



Harmonious Element Compound: Mess Hall, Evening…
Flash, Twilight, Astral, Zack, and Blaze all stood before Celestia and Luna.
“You all did well team.” Celestia smiled. “I’m proud of your performance today, but the biggest challenges lie ahead. Let’s push forward and keep our momentum going.”
“Some of you must improve more than others.” Luna added. “Regardless of how much growth we wish to see, all of you are to report to the training hall tomorrow at nine am. For now, you are dismissed.”
Celestia and Luna took their leave. Blaze was going to do the same until Astral stood in her way.
“Oh no you don’t.” Astral declared firmly. “You have something to answer for.”
“If this is about the duel between us, you can forget it.” Blaze yawned. “I thought about it, as promised, and it wouldn’t be worth the effort.”
“That’s not what I’m talking about.” Astral stated firmly. “That is the furthest thing from my mind. What I care about is the fact that you left us while the match was still going.”
“Yeah, I did.” Blaze shrugged. “What’s your point? Flash won, so there was no harm.”
“It doesn’t matter if Flash won.” Astral stated. “Like us, he’s your teammate. You should have been there to cheer him on.”
“I don’t have the energy to argue with you.” Blaze walked off. “I’m taking my leave.”
“What happened to make you like this?” Astral grit his teeth and clenched his fist. “Don’t you care about anything?”
That last sentenced caused Blaze to stop as another voice rang out in her mind. “Life has no meaning if you don’t care.” She could still remember that beaming smile. “Promise me you’ll care. If someone with your skill cared, you could do a lot for those around you.”
“My motivations don’t concern you.” Blaze glanced back at Astral with a dangerous look. “You are content to judge me when you lack the ability to read beyond the cover. In other words, I don’t owe you an explanation, so stop looking for one.”
Astral flinched as Blaze was displaying a rare instance of rage.
Flash stepped forward. “If you’re unwilling to tell Astral, then how about me?”
“You may be the only person I consider worthy of knowing the truth.” Blaze took a deep breath before throwing a folded paper to him. “Follow the directions and come alone tonight.”
Flash clenched the paper firmly in his hand as Blaze left.
“Flash, I don’t know if this is a wise course of action.” Twilight spoke up. “Something about that look Blaze gave has me unsettled.”
“I understand Twilight, but something must change.” Flash stated. “As we’ve seen, I’m the only one Blaze seems to think is worth something, so if I don’t do something, who will?”
“He speaks with logic.” Zack stated. “Astral constantly pushed Blaze to this point. I don’t want to imagine what could come if things are left as they are.”
Twilight relented. “Just be careful Flash.”
“I will.” Flash smiled before walking off. “See you all tomorrow.”

Yugioh: Road to Quantum Opening

( watch?v=WXx21ivOCLU)

Don't you dare replace
Your first and only want
(Young Flash Sentry stares up at Flash Industries with his father and brother as Magnus ruffles their hair.)
Don't give up on the chase
Keep holding on!
(Teenage Flash is riding through Canterlot atop a duel runner before coming to a stop outside the open gates of a large complex with multiple buildings.)
Everything had gone to failure
(Young Flash stands in front of Canterlot Middle Schools statue and watches in despair as young Twilight, Fluttershy, Applejack, Rarity, Fluttershy, and Rainbow Dash leave him going separate ways from himself and each other.)
My ambition turned into my broken dreams
(Flash is sent flying outside a building and into the grace outside as lighting arcs through the sky followed by thunder. Soon, it begins to storm on him.)
I left a promise out to die
(Flash kneels beside his younger brother, Forward Base, who is currently crying. He stands before facing Ethan with a determined expression.)
Every word I still remember
(Young Flash is standing on the roof as a young Sunset is waiting for him.)
They've been ringing in my head on full repeat
(The scene transitions to the park at night as Flash stands across from Sunset in shock while she laughs at him. His fists clench and he activate his black duel disc causing a blue energy blade to appear.)
Can't get your talk to ever leave my mind
(Young Flash is panting with tears in his eyes as he stands in the middle of his father's home office with books having been scattered. Anything that could be wrecked was.)
But now, from the clouds
There's a wind that gives me a boost
(Young Flash sits on his knees before a coffee table. Laid out before him is a blank deck of cards, his laptop, and a flash drive. He inserts the flash drive into the computer and plays a video.)
My heart, burning hard
Is about to light my fuse
(Young Flash watches as his father appears on screen. After a moment, his expression changes from sorrow and anger to a proud smile.)
(Let's try again!)
Live in the now and break your confines
Take ahold of this precious time (precious time)
(Flash is in his room as the sun shines through the window and her finishes packing his things. He tucks the blank deck into his deck box before walking out of the room.)
Glory days (glory days)
'Cause your life is not to trade
(Flash is seen walking down the sidewalk with Shadow Lock conversing happily with him before they enter a car and drive off.)
(Let's try again!)
Bring back the color as you advance
Paint it red, and then take a chance (take a chance)
(Young Flash and Shadow Lock stand across from each other in a room of the decaying Duel Sanctuary. Both wield black duel disk as Flash's blue energy blade and Shadow's black energy blade come out.)
Shout it loud (shout it loud)
'Cause your style's worth a bow
(Flash stands outside the sanctuary and stares down the stairs as he imagines a transparent version of his brother running up to meet him before he vanishes. Rather than be sad, Flash gives a small smile before walking back inside.)
Don't you dare replace
Your first and only want
(Teen Flash gets off his duel runner and looks back at the transparent version of his younger self who smiles and gives him a thumbs up before vanishing. Flash smiles and puts his hands in his pockets before walking onto the grounds of the large complex.)
Don't give up on the chase
Keep holding on!
(Flash looks up at the building as he draws closer to the entrance with a look of resolve. He stops as transparent version of the Humane 6 as their current ages appear before him. Flash nods to them before they vanish. He then walks into the building.)

Outside the Compound
Harmonious Element may be well funded, but it was understaffed. No many were willing to throw their lot in with a compound that failed many times before. There were only two guards, one for the day and one for the night, who served.
Still, each guard upheld their roles. Currently, the night guard, a dark orange skinned man with a blue mohawk and light blue eyes, was walking the perimeter of the wall when he noticed a circular, black disk hovering above the compound.
“What is that?” The guard questioned. “I should call it into Celestia.”
 
Just before he touched his duel disk, a tether of dark energy caught his wrist and forcibly activated the device. “Duel Mode Engaged.”
The tether visibly faded, but the security officer could feel it there. He looked in the direction the energy had come to find someone unexpected. It was a slightly rotund boy with light blue skin and orangish hair.
“Who are you?” The officer asked. “What is the meaning of this?”
“My name is Snips.” The boy was monotone. “I am looking for Flash Sentry.” The black circle above rapidly expanded into a dome which entrapped the entire compound and some of the area beyond it. “Tell me where he is?”
“I don’t think I will.” The officer stated firmly. “It’s my job to look after this place and anyone who calls it home. You can call me Spearhead, and if a duel is what you want, a duel is what you’ll get.”
“Very well.” The boy stated. “Then, I will force it out of you. Even if you do not know, the second objective will be completed.”
“We?” Spearhead asked. “You have accomplices? Also, what do you mean second objective?”
“My second objective is to test all duelists associated with this compound.” Ships declared. “I serve Lady Nightmare.”
Celestia’s Office
Luna and Celestia were finishing up some work when the whole room suddenly went dark causing them to look around. Before either of them could speak, black energy seeped into the room becoming noticeable.
“What is this?” Celestia asked.
Luna turned towards the window. “I think a better question is, what is that?”
Celestia joined her sister and they saw the black dome around their compound. In addition, the whole place had lost power and was filled with black mist. Luna held up her tablet and saw that her connection to the internet had been cut.
“Whatever this is, it’s cut our connection to the internet.” Luna pulled up her phone feature, but that didn’t even bother coming up. “With the power down, our land lines are gone and alternative means of contact are out as well.”
“Luna, go check the end of that dome while I see about rounding up the duelists.” Celestia declared.
“Right, sister.” Luna stated.
Just as they opened the doors, a portal appeared and rushed froward snatching the sisters up.
Mess Hall
Zack had been going over all the information he acquired from the duels that day while Saffron had been cleaning the kitchen for tomorrow. Then, the power went out drawing the Predaplant user’s attention.
“That’s peculiar?” Saffron screamed, so Zack ran to the kitchen. “Saffron, are you okay?”
He arrived just in time to see a tether of black energy dissipate around the chef’s arm. A dark orange dual disk with brown accents then appeared on her arm. Across from her stood a boy with yellow skin and cyan blue hair.
“Sorry Zack.” Saffron apologized. “I was just scared by this boy suddenly lashing out with that weird black rope.” She looked at him. “I’m not sure how you got in here but would you like some food while we call your guardian?”
“I don’t want food.” The boy spoke plainly. “My name is Snails, and I must know where Flash Sentry is.”
“Flash?” Saffron and Zack questioned.
Both were confused why this kid would want to know where Flash was.
“Exactly.” Snails declared. “Tell me where he is, or I will force it out of you.” He then looked at Zack. “After her, you will be next. If you tell me, I will come back later to test you per my second objective.”
Saffron tried to tug her arm back, but something was still holding her in place. “Hold on dear, I think this is all unnecessary. Why don’t you release me, and we can talk?”
“That is out of the question.” Snails concluded. “Since you refuse to say anything about Flash, I must follow objective two.”
Saffron’s duel disk activated. “Duel Mode Engaged.”
“Wait, I’m not much of a duelist.” Saffron stated. “It’s just a hobby for me.”
She obviously wasn’t against duelists by any means, but Saffron didn’t take it as seriously as most did. She was content playing the game as a hobby while devoting herself to the art of cooking. That was where her passion lied.”
“You are still a duelist within the compound, so you shall be tested.” Snails retorted.
Saffron may have been freaking out a bit, but Zack kept his composure like with any situation. “Hey, you heard the lady. She’s not really a duelist, so how about you let her go. In her place, you can take me on instead.”
“I already said that I will duel you after her.” Snails stated. “You have no say in the matter.” He then looked at Saffron. “You will not be released until our duel comes to close.”
“I’m sorry Saffron, but he seems dead set on dueling you.” Zack stated.
Saffron may have panicked, but if there was no way out of this, she’d duel. “It’s alright Zack. At least you tried.” She looked at her opponent with a nervous smile. “That said, I’m starting to think this kid is a bit different. Would you stay with me for this duel?”
“Don’t worry.” Zack nodded. “I won’t leave this kitchen.”
Saffron smiled gratefully. Celestia and Luna recruited Zack as one of their duelists, so having someone that could compete in the world league there certainly help her feel more comfortable.
Training Room
Astral and Twilight had been in the middle of another duel when the room’s lights went out prompting them to stop.
“That’s odd.” Astral commented. “Did Celestia and Luna forget to pay the electric bill?”
“That doesn’t sound like Celestia.” Twilight noticed that it had grown rather dark outside even for nighttime. “Frankly, I’m more concerned with how dark it’s become.” She walked over to the window and noticed the mist as well as the dome. “What is this?”
“Whatever this is, I don’t like it.” He suddenly shook. “Something about that black mist feels wrong.”
“Hm, I don’t feel anything.” Twilight stated.
“No matter what you losers may have felt before, you’ll now feel the pain I can invoke.” A male voice declared.
The pair turned to see that a black portal had opened behind them. Almost immediately after, two tethers of black energy shot out ensnaring their wrists. It immediately reactivated their duel disk resetting them.
“Duel Mode Engaged.”
“What?” Twilight was extremely confused. “What is this?”
A guy, roughly their age, walked out of the portal. He had dark red skin with a yellow mohawk, and pale-yellow eyes. His attire consisted of a sleeveless, dark green gi with lighting blue trim and accents. The portal closed behind him.
“Who are you?” Astral noticed that the tethers vanished, but he could still feel them. “Are you the cause of all this?”
“Just what is going on here?” Twilight asked.
“It’s not me, but the one I serve who caused this. Lady Nightmare.” The guy declared with devotion. “She mobilized all her forces. I am Garble.”
“Dude, you sound like a fanatic.” Astral stated. “Plus, what you said means nothing to us.”
“Of course, it wouldn’t.” Garble stated. “You can’t comprehend what you don’t understand while I have been enlightened. Right now, I am looking for Flash Sentry.”
“Flash!?” Twilight went wide eyed. “What do you want with him?”
“I want nothing to do with him, but Lady Nightmare is interested in his power.” Garble declared. “I can tell you know him, so tell me where he is.”
“Yeah, not happening.” Astral declared firmly. “I’ve only known the guy for over two weeks now, but I consider him a friend. If there’s one thing I’d never do, it’s turn against a friend.”
“The same goes for me.” Twilight stated. “Flash is one of the few friends I have, and I won’t betray him.”
It’s not like they knew where Flash went since Blaze had been clear about not letting them know about that paper. That said, they weren’t about to tell this guy Flash wasn’t here to begin with.
“I was hoping you’d say that.” Garble grinned maliciously. “When people resist, it makes this more fun.”
Training Arena
Celestia and Luna ended up inside the training arena only to have their arms ensnared by black tethers. Like everyone before them, these tethers vanished, and their duel disks appeared. Celestia’s was white with golden accents while Luna’s was dark blue with lighter blue accents.
“What is the meaning of this?” Luna asked.
“Sorry about this, but our owner asked us to keep you safe.” A male stated.
“We can’t let you leave.” A female voice stated. “Just like our owner, I don’t want to see any harm befall your two.”
Two figures, one male and the other female, walked out of the shadows. Both looked no older that the Duel Crusaders, and they had black duel disks with gray highlights. The guy wore a dark grey mask featuring four, black stripes and eyes.
He wore a black coat with a high collar and hood. The girl wore the same kind of mask and cloak; however, hers were purple. Upon closer inspection, the color of their cloaks and mask features matched the card boarders of Xyz and Fusion monsters respectively.
“Who are you two?” Celestia asked. “Are you responsible for what happened to our compound?”
“No, we are not.” The girl replied. “I am Fusion and he’s Xyz.”
“Our teammate, Synchro, is out there to apprehend at least one of the true culprit’s while our owner is to face the one responsible.” Xyz replied. “As things stand now, you need not know more on our objectives.”
“All you need to be made aware of is this.” Fusion stated. “Right now, this arena is sealed to keep you safe. If you want out, you’ll have to defeat us. Fail, and you will only be allowed out when the threat is dealt with.”
“What do you make of this sister?” Luna asked.
“I’m not sure, but I know one thing.” Celestia replied. “If these two are separate from the ones that caused this, then our duelists may very well be in trouble. Especially since they went through the trouble of doing this to us. I think we have no choice.”
“I suppose we don’t.” Luna turned her attention to their opponents. “We will duel you.”
“If that is your wish, we shall oblige.” Xyz declared.
Outside
A white duel board shot out of a black portal. Atop that board, there was a boy no older than team Duel Crusaders. He had the same duel disk as his teammates. The guy wore a dark grey mask with four, white stripes and matching eyes. He wore a white coat and hood.
“Alright, where are those agents of Nightmare’s?” The guy questioned to himself.
He noticed a black tether coming at him from the right and let it hit him before jumping off his board to see Sunset standing there. “If you’re looking for agents of Lady Nightmare, then you just found one.”
“Lady Nightmare.” The kid scoffed. “Listen to yourself assigning a tittle to that demon. She has you under her spell.”
“I’m under no one’s spell.” Sunset retorted. “She saved my life and gave me the power to take revenge for all that I lost. Can you honestly say your people are any different? I know Sombra offered you all something to come work for him.”
“Sombra may have taken on qualities of Nightmare Moon, but I can tell you one thing.” The guy declared. “If I had to choose who to serve now knowing what I do, I’d pick Sombra every time. At least with him the bad will punished and there’s a chance he won’t fall to the darkness.”
“Can’t say I didn’t try kid.” Sunset stated. “Looks like…”
Suddenly, someone threw a smoke bomb which enveloped Sunset. When it cleared, she was off to the side while another had taken her place in the link. It was another teenage girl with blue skin, light blue hair, and purple eyes. She wore a blue hoodie and purple skirt.
“Trixie, what is the meaning of this?” Sunset asked.
“Sorry Sunset, but this kid is mine.” Trixie smirked. “I’m tired of looking for opponents when one is right here to show how great and powerful I am. Plus, aren’t you looking for that certain someone?”
“Flash Sentry.” Sunset clenched her fist. “Fine, you can have the brat.” She walked off. “Probably wouldn’t have been worth my time anyways.”
She was gone.
“She shouldn’t judge a duelist by his age.” The boy shook his head. “Either way, I don’t care who I got to duel.” He looked at Trixie. “You’ve been tainted by Nightmare all the same.”
“You really don’t seem to understand how much further Nightmare can push our skills.” Trixie smirked. “I was already a master duelist before, but with her powers, I’m unbeatable.”
“Your overconfidence will be your downfall.” The boy declared. “My name is Synchro, and I will be the one taking you down.”
Dorm Rooftop
Sombra walked out of a black portal and looked at the dome immediately knowing that what his ring sensed had been correct. Nightmare was making moves. Considering his love was here, he had to make a stand.
“Nightmare!” Sombra yelled. “I know you are here, so show yourself!”
A portion of the mist came up to the roof and formed into the vaguely woman shape. “Sombra, what are you doing here? When you released me, you, your love, and your daughter could live as long as you stayed out of my way. Are you really here to reject that kindness?”
“What kindness is there in what you did?” Sombra questioned. “You erased her memories and left our daughter without a mother. At the time, I would have traded my life for her memories, but now I stand before you ready to take it all back.”
“Do you honestly think you can beat me?” Nightmare asked.
“Maybe not, but I’m willing to try.” Sombra’s ring glowed with dark magic as a cage was erected around them. “With this ring, I can survive this game while garnering all the info I need to devise a better deck.”
“You grow to be a thorn in my side.” Nightmare declared. “That is why, I will see you destroyed for your insolence.”
“I welcome you to try demon.” A dark aura flared up around Sombra. “I walked deeper yet deeper into the darkness preparing for this confrontation. I found people I could trust to walk that same road. Together, we will see you fall.”
“What will you do if I’m gone?” Nightmare asked. “At this time, I am the object of your hatred, but the darkness you walked into has been tainted by your negative emotions. Can you say you will be better than I?”
“Do not take me for a child.” Sombra declared. “I have had years to study dark magic. I’m willing to take the risks.”
“Very well.” Nightmare stated. “I’ll show you the power I wield.”
Warehouse District
Flash had left the compound atop his D-Wheel, Black Phoenix, and had rode into the formerly abandoned warehouse district. His grandfather had done a lot of harm to Canterlot leaving part of the city a mess. A mess that lasted years after his father took over the company.
With diligence and help, Flash Magnus had restored this city to what it had been before Aura Flash. In fact, he made it better than ever. Thanks to Magnus, people didn’t have to fear entering the part of the city. People that had been considering moving out had stuck around.
As he rode through this section of the city, one thought crossed Flash’s mind. “Why did Blaze call me out here of all places? Does she have a history out here? Oh god! Please don’t tell me this is another Sunset situation. I swear if I see any dark magic, I’m riding out.”
Look, he was prepared to duel Sunset in another shadow game, but Blaze’s skills were on a whole other level. He wasn’t prepared to take that chance yet. He resolved to stay on his duel runner just in case a quick retreat was needed.
 
Flash rode into the courtyard before a warehouse which was surrounded by a fence. Blaze was staring at the warehouse as the knight user pulled up a few feet behind her keeping his engine on. She turned to face him.
“Hello Flash.” Blaze stated with her usual tone. “Good of you to make it.”
“Yeah.” Flash was tensed and scanning his environment. “I need to fix things between our team. You and Astral are at each other’s throat while Twilight and Zack don’t seem to think highly of you.”
“An apt observation.” Blaze nodded. “You know, I’ve accurately read every duelist I’ve come across. I know how challenging they can be. I know weather I’ll win or lose, but I couldn’t initially tell with you, I assumed you’d be a challenge.”
Flash relaxed a bit. “Now that you mention it, you didn’t speak with certainty.”
“The more I saw you, I came to realize something.” Blaze stated. “You hold similar ideals to Astral without being like him. Your emotions are more tempered. Perhaps that’s part of the reason I’m fond of you. Perhaps even enough to call you a friend.”
“Where is this all leading?” Flash contemplated.
“You know, this place is the first memory I have.” Blaze stated. “In a sense, you could say that this is where I was born.”
“I’m sorry, but you lost me.” Flash stated. “What are you talking about Blaze?”
“Before waking up here, the only memories I have are fuzzy.” Blaze replied. “I think I was in some sort of lab.” She shook her head. “Beyond that, all I had when I woke up was a name. Blaze Sol. I’m not even sure if that’s actually my name.”
“I didn’t realize you had lost your memory.” Flash stated.
“It’s not like I advertise that fact.” Blaze held out her duel disk. “If you want to know more, you must duel and defeat me. What do you say?”
This didn’t seem to be a shadow game, so with some trepidation, Flash got off his duel runner. “Alright, I’ll duel you for the information.”
The pair moved to a perfect spot for their duel and activated their duel disks.
Harmonious Element Compound
After leaving Trixie and the white coated duelist, Sunset decided to check the dorms just in case Flash had any ideas of interrupting Lady Nightmare’s duel with Sombra. She stopped next to Omega who was leaning against a tree.
“Omega.” Sunset glanced at him with an untrustworthy stare. “It’s been a while since we’ve seen you. Are you here to lend your skills to the effort?”
“Who? Me?” Omega laughed. “Good one Sunset, but we know my roll is not to duel. Well, you only know as much as I’ve told Nightmare and suspect wrong ideas about me. Hey, that’s the cards you’ve been dealt my friend.”
“Get to the point already.” Sunset growled. “What do you want?”
“I want nothing, but you want to duel Flash.” Omega held out a hand causing a black and white portal to appear. “If you step in, you’ll find him.”
“Why should I trust you?” Sunset asked.
“It’s no skin off my bones if you trust me or not.” He turned into black and white particles which dissipated. “Just know, I want you to duel Flash as much as you want to duel him.”
Sunset clenched her fist before walking into the portal which vanished soon after.
Just Outside the Compound, Night…
Spearhead glanced at the dome around the compound before settling his eyes on Snips. The boy literally seemed to have no emotion in his eyes or on his face. Dark energy, exactly like that of the dome, was visible around him as a mist.
“The second objective is now to be my main focus.” Snips stated. “Test all duelists associated with this compound. Prepare to duel.” 
“Doesn’t seem like I have much of a choice.” Spearhead looked back at the compound. “Then again, I suppose I wouldn’t make any other choice if given one.”
“Let’s Duel!”
(Spear 4000/Snips 4000)
“I shall go first.” Snips declared. “I set one card and end my turn.”
“He goes first yet sets a single card?” Spear contemplated. “That’s probably one strong card, but I must take this chance to get ahead.” He drew. “Alright Shining, let’s see how good this deck you helped me build is.”
The guard nodded. “You’re going to regret not playing more. Since I control no monsters, I can special summon Junk Forward(LV 3/900/1500).” A warrior in light brown with red trim armor appeared. “Next, I normal summon Super Quantum Green Layer(LV 4/1600/1400).”
A figure in green armored robes appeared. “When this card is summoned, I can special summon a Super Quant card from my hand. Come on out Super Quantum Blue Layer(LV 3/1200/2000).” A figure in blue armor appeared.
“That’s not all. Green Layer’s summon also allows me to special summon Kagetokage(LV 4/1100/1500).” A shadowy lizard in the ground appeared. “Now, I construct the overlay network with Junk Forward and Blue Layer. 
I call upon the power of the twin dolphin, ocean power! Xyz summon Super Quantal Mech Beast Grampulse(R/O 2/1800/2800).” Two large machine dolphins appeared. “That’s not all as I construct the overlay network once more with Kagetokage and Green Layer.”
I call upon the power of the great bird, air power! Xyz summon Super Quantal Mech Beast Aeroboros(R 4/O 2/2200/2400).” A large, green flying machine appeared. “That shall do for my summons.”
“Impressive.” Snips declared plainly. “Two Xyz Summons puts you above most average duelists.”
“Did someone strip this kid of his emotion, or is he like Blaze? Guess there’s only one way to find out.” Spear held out his hand. “Grampulse attack Snips directly with Roaring Torrent!”
Grampulse generated a wave beneath itself and sent the water at Snips (Spear 4000/Snips 2200). Snips was still standing, but the tether reappeared before a surge of black electricity moved straight into Snips who screamed in pain.
“What?” Spear questioned in confusion and concern. “Kid, are you okay? What’s going on?”
“I’m fine.” Snips shook his head as the tether vanished once more. “This tether is known as a shadow tether. When used, the duelists are conscripted into a shadow game where any damage we take is followed by pain.”
“Shadow game?” Spear’s eyes went wide. “You mean like those games rumored to have happened throughout the course of history?”
“The same.” Snips stated. “Except, Lady Nightmare made a noticeable change in her shadow games. If you show enough skill, or are physically strong enough, you survive the loss. Those rules are circumnavigated for the two she wants.”
“This Lady Nightmare put this kid up to something this dangerous?” Spear thought shocked. “Who does that? Better question. Can I even do this to the kid?”
“I can see what you’re thinking in your eyes, and no ‘noble sacrifice’ will save me.” Snips declared. “If you give up, I’ll simply move onto the next duelist after you. Eventually, we will take Flash Sentry as initially intended.”
“That’s right. I can’t lose sight of what’s important.” Spear thought. “This duelist, and his comrades, are here to kidnap a duelist of Harmonious Element. Not to mention, they intend to bring pain to those I swore to protect. No matter what, I can’t back down.”
“Good.” Snips stated. “You have gained your resolve so finish the duel.”
“Yeah, I have.” Spear stated. “Aeroboros attack Snips with Raging Tempest!”
The green machine flapped its wing generating a powerful wind that shot at Snips.
“I activate my face down Draining Shield.” Snips countered. “This negates your attack and grants me life points equal to your monster’s ATK (Spear 4000/Snips 4400).”
“Should have known it wouldn’t be that easy.” Spear stated. “I’ll set two cards before turning things over to you.”
“My turn.” Snips drew. “Since you control more monsters than me, I can normal summon Arisen Gaia the Fierce Knight(LV 7/2300/2100) without tributing.” A blue skinned man in black armor sat atop a purple steed.
“A Fierce Knight?” Spear thought. “Is he playing it pure or with Black Lusters?”
“Since I control a warrior with a level of at least 7, I can special summon Gaia Lance(LV 1/0/0).” A red lance appeared. “This monster is a tuner meaning I can use him to give Arisen a tune up to Synchro for 8. Knight who loses his steed to garner abilities of the ritual appears.
Synchro summon Gaia Lancer Knight(LV 8/3000/2600).” A man in full purple and gold armor appeared wielding two lances. “When he’s synchro summoned, I can add a Black Luster monster and ritual spell to my hand.”
“That answers my question, and it means this duel just got twice as difficult.” Spear thought.
“That’s not all.” Snips continued. “Lancer can act as the full requirement for any Ritual summon. With that in mind, I’m activating Super Soldier Ritual granting me access to any Black Luster ritual monster if I tribute monsters from my field or hand.
Not only that, but the monsters I send must equal 8 levels. I’ll send Gaia Lancer Knight. Solider of might heed my call and aid me with your power. Ritual summon Black Luster Soldier - Super Soldier(LV 8/3000/2500).” A soldier in blue, silver, and red armor appeared.
“Well, this is rather troubling.” Spear commented.
“You are right to think that.” Snips stated. “Go Super Soldier. Attack Grampulse with Super Slash (Spear 2800/Snips 4400).” The bolt of black electricity surged into Spear causing him to scream in pain.
“When Super Soldier destroys a monster by battle and sends it to the grave, you lose life points equal to its ATK (Spear 1000/Snips 4400).” Another bolt shot into Spear bringing him agony and down to his knees. “I then set one card.”
“Damnit.” Spear was still on his knees panting heavily. “This strength reminds of Blaze, and he’s only a pawn.” Spear punched the ground. “In that case, I can’t afford to lose. I refuse to lose.” He stood and drew. “My move!
First, I’m activating Roll of Fate. This card allows me to roll a dice and draw that many cards, but I must then send an equal number of cards from the top of my deck to the grave. Let’s roll that dice.” The dice was rolled and came up a two.
“I draw two cards and send two cards to the grave. One of the cards I sent through this effect was one of my Red Layers. When he’s sent to the grave, I can target a Super Quant monster within the grave and special summon them to the field except for Red Layer.
I’ll choose Super Quantum Blue Layer(LV 3/1200/2000). I’ll immediately tribute her to summon my second Super Quantum Red Layer(LV 5/Warrior/2000/800).” A muscular warrior in red armor appeared.
“When he’s summoned, I can target a super Quant monster in my grave and add it to my hand. That’s not all. Since I control at least one monster with 2000 or more ATK, I can special summon Overlay Booster(LV 5/2000/0).” A warrior in red armor appeared.
“Now, I construct the overlay network with Red Layer and Overlay Booster. I call upon the power of the fierce lion, land power! Xyz summon Super Quantal Mech Beast Magnaliger(R 5/O 2/2600/2000).” A large, red machine lion appeared roaring.
“Next, I’m activating my first face down Xyz Reborn allowing me to target an Xyz monster in my grave and special summon it back to my field. In addition, this trap shall become an overlay unit for that monster. Return Super Quantal Mech Beast Grampulse(R/O 1/1800/2800).
I now activate the effect of Grampulse and Magnaliger. By detaching an overlay unit from Grampulse, he destroys a spell/trap card on the field. By detaching an overlay unit from Magnaliger, I can destroy one monster you control.”
Super Quantal Mech Beast Magnaliger(R 5/O 1/2600/2000)
Super Quantal Mech Beast Grampulse(R/O 0/1800/2800)
“I have nothing further to defend myself.” Snips stated.
“Don’t you care that with my next attack, you will lose?” Spear asked. “This game we play isn’t your average game. You should know that better than me. Doesn’t a loss impact you at all?”
“I have no opinion on losing or winning.” Snips stated. “My goal was to test your power, and I have done that.”
“I’m sorry.” Spear grit his teeth. “Magnaliger and Aeroboros attack Snips directly. Go Volcanic Impact and Raging Tempest!”
Aeroboros sent wind at Snips while Magnaliger caused an eruption of fire to come up below him. The attacks were followed by the black electricity causing the boy to scream in agony (Spear 1000/Snips 0). The tether then disappeared into black particles before Snips fell back.
“Please be okay.” Spear ran over to the boy. “Be skilled or strong enough.” He stopped at the body turned into dark particles which dissipated. “Damn it!” He looked at the dome above. “I don’t know who you are Nightmare, but you can’t use kids like this.”
He ran back towards the compound moving as fast as his current state would allow. As much as he’d like to search for this Nightmare, see if she were around, he had to focus on the safety of the people first.
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Don't you dare replace
Your first and only want
(Young Flash Sentry stares up at Flash Industries with his father and brother as Magnus ruffles their hair.)
Don't give up on the chase
Keep holding on!
(Teenage Flash is riding through Canterlot atop a duel runner before coming to a stop outside the open gates of a large complex with multiple buildings.)
Everything had gone to failure
(Young Flash stands in front of Canterlot Middle Schools statue and watches in despair as young Twilight, Fluttershy, Applejack, Rarity, Fluttershy, and Rainbow Dash leave him going separate ways from himself and each other.)
My ambition turned into my broken dreams
(Flash is sent flying outside a building and into the grace outside as lighting arcs through the sky followed by thunder. Soon, it begins to storm on him.)
I left a promise out to die
(Flash kneels beside his younger brother, Forward Base, who is currently crying. He stands before facing Ethan with a determined expression.)
Every word I still remember
(Young Flash is standing on the roof as a young Sunset is waiting for him.)
They've been ringing in my head on full repeat
(The scene transitions to the park at night as Flash stands across from Sunset in shock while she laughs at him. His fists clench and he activate his black duel disc causing a blue energy blade to appear.)
Can't get your talk to ever leave my mind
(Young Flash is panting with tears in his eyes as he stands in the middle of his father's home office with books having been scattered. Anything that could be wrecked was.)
But now, from the clouds
There's a wind that gives me a boost
(Young Flash sits on his knees before a coffee table. Laid out before him is a blank deck of cards, his laptop, and a flash drive. He inserts the flash drive into the computer and plays a video.)
My heart, burning hard
Is about to light my fuse
(Young Flash watches as his father appears on screen. After a moment, his expression changes from sorrow and anger to a proud smile.)
(Let's try again!)
Live in the now and break your confines
Take ahold of this precious time (precious time)
(Flash is in his room as the sun shines through the window and her finishes packing his things. He tucks the blank deck into his deck box before walking out of the room.)
Glory days (glory days)
'Cause your life is not to trade
(Flash is seen walking down the sidewalk with Shadow Lock conversing happily with him before they enter a car and drive off.)
(Let's try again!)
Bring back the color as you advance
Paint it red, and then take a chance (take a chance)
(Young Flash and Shadow Lock stand across from each other in a room of the decaying Duel Sanctuary. Both wield black duel disk as Flash's blue energy blade and Shadow's black energy blade come out.)
Shout it loud (shout it loud)
'Cause your style's worth a bow
(Flash stands outside the sanctuary and stares down the stairs as he imagines a transparent version of his brother running up to meet him before he vanishes. Rather than be sad, Flash gives a small smile before walking back inside.)
Don't you dare replace
Your first and only want
(Teen Flash gets off his duel runner and looks back at the transparent version of his younger self who smiles and gives him a thumbs up before vanishing. Flash smiles and puts his hands in his pockets before walking onto the grounds of the large complex.)
Don't give up on the chase
Keep holding on!
(Flash looks up at the building as he draws closer to the entrance with a look of resolve. He stops as transparent version of the Humane 6 as their current ages appear before him. Flash nods to them before they vanish. He then walks into the building.)
Mess Hall: Kitchen
Zack stood off to the side while the resident chef, Saffron, stood across from an emotionless Snails. Even with Zack there, Saffron was a bit intimidated by this, but it’s not like she could give up. She just wished it wasn’t up to her to duel this guy.
“Alright Saffron, you just need to keep a level head.” Zack stated. “Think through your plays to avoid any basic mistakes your opponent can take advantage of. What’s more, take a deep breath because you seem tense.”
Saffron took a deep breath to calm her nerves.
“If you are ready, you shall go first.” Snails declared plainly.
(Saffron 4000/Snails 4000)
“I activate Mix Spice Garamasala allowing me to add three spice cards from my deck to my hand. Then, I activate the spices I just added which is three copies of Spell Spice Caraway. Each deals you 200 life points while I gain 200. With three, that’s 600 total.”
(Saffron 4600/Snails 3400)
A small bolt of black lighting raced towards Snails causing him to grunt in pain, but he kept it unnoticeable.
“That was a decent start Saffron.” Zack complimented. “Keep playing like that.”
“She’ll need to play better to stand a chance.” Snails declared.
“I’m not done yet.” Saffron declared. “I activate Graceful Charity to draw three cards, but I must discard two. Then, I’ll set one monster and one card before ending my turn.”
“My turn.” Snails drew. “I summon Kidmodo Dragon(LV 3/100/200).” A small, goofy looking pink dragon appeared. “By banishing him, I can special summon Red-Eyes Darkness Metal Dragon(LV 10/2800/2400).” A metal Red-Eyes appeared.
“Once per turn, this card allows me to special summon a dragon from my grave or hand. I choose Armed Dragon Thunder LV 7/2800/1000).” A menacing dragon with black metal armor and lighting around his fist appeared.
“Zack, I don’t know about this.” Saffron stated. “He’s bringing out a lot of power.”
“Saffron, don’t lose your cool.” Zack stated calmly. “You must have faith in your cards and your ability to use them.”
In other words, he was alluding to her set monster and trap hoping she set something useful.
“I then activate Level Copy.” Snails continued. “This card lets me special summon any LV monster with the same name as a monster I control from my deck. I’ll choose a second Armed Dragon Thunder LV 7/2800/1000). Now, Darkness Metal will attack your face down.”
A breath attack comprised of molten metal shot at the face down card only to hit Marshmallon(LV 3/300/500). A pink blob which effortlessly held up against the attack.
“You just attacked my set Marshmallon who can’t be destroyed by battle.” Saffron declared. “If this card is attacked and flipped face up, you lose 1000 life points (Saffron 4600/Snails 2400).”
“That’s the way Saffron.” Zack cheered.
“Gaah!” Snails screamed in pain as the black lighting hit him.
“What was that?” Zack asked.
“Hey, are you alright?” Saffron asked in concern.
“I’m fine.” Snails declared. “Since attacking would be a waste of time, I’ll activate Leveled Burn. This spell totals the level of all monsters I control and deals you damage equal to 100 x that total. 24 levels equals 2400 damage (Saffron 2200/Snails 2400).”
The bolt of black lighting traveled down the tether and into Saffron causing her to cry out in agony as she fell to her knees.
“Hey, what is this?” Zack questioned. “What are you doing to her?”
“I thought it would be obvious by this point.” Snails stated. “This is a type of Shadow Game where the damage is real. To keep the pain simple, every loss to life points causes what just happened to her and what’s been happening to me.”
“A Shadow Game?” Zack questioned internally.
He’d read up on the rumors and myths surrounding the more powerful duelists of the past, but the Predaplant user thought they were nothing more than that. Now, he was confronted by the reality, and he wouldn’t deny it. He couldn’t afford to.
“Hey, let me take Saffron’s place already.” Zack stated. “She isn’t the kind of duelist you are looking for. Flash’s team is me, Blaze, Twilight, and Astral. None of those are Saffron, so give this a rest already.”
“My opponent is free to surrender at any time, but surrender means you have no skills in the eyes of Lady Nightmare. At that point, even if you are physically strong, you won’t survive the loss as you might if you’d played the duel out.” Snails explained.
“I’ll just join in anyways.” Zack got ready to activate his duel disk. “Even if the damage is real, I’ll take the penalty to…”
“No.” Saffron stood panting. “Just give me a minute, and I’ll be fine. Don’t put yourself through this pain on my behalf.”
“Saffron…” Zack sighed. “…I’ll stay out of this for now.” 
“Since you seem ready to continue, I’ll set one card.” Snails declared. “Your move.”
“Alright.” Saffron drew. “I activate Just Deserts. This set card deals you 500 life points of damage for every monster you control. Since you control three, that’s 1500 life points of damage.”
“I’ll activate my set card called Level Balance.” Snails declared. “By sending one Level monster I control to the grave, any one instance of damage I take is also dealt to my opponent. I’ll send one of my two Armed Dragons as the cost.”
(Saffron 700/Snails 900)
Both duelists cried out in agony with Snails being sent to his knees while Saffron collapsed to the ground feeling the effects of the duel.
“I wasn’t expecting that.” Saffron tried to move. “I can’t get up.” She tried moving her arms. “I can’t even reach my duel disk.”
“What a shame that is.” Snails managed to rise back to his feet. “Since you can’t continue your turn, it becomes mine…”
(Zack 4000-2000 Penalty)
Zack cried out in pain as his life points were cut in half for entering the duel. “Sorry, but I believe it’s my turn instead.”
“Zack you shouldn’t have done that.” Saffron stated.
“Why not?” Zack drew. “With the damage, this shouldn’t be a problem. In that sense, the damage I just took is worth it. Either way, I’m in now, so there’s really no use arguing.”
“He is right.” Snails stated plainly. “He is part of this now, so take your turn.”
“No need to tell me that.” Zack drew. “I’m starting with Predaplast. By revealing any number of Predap cards in my hand, I can apply that number of Predator counters to monster you control That same monster will then become level one if its current level is two or higher.
I’ll reveal Predaplant Chlamydosundew(LV 2/600/200) to put a counter on your Red-Eyes Darkness Metal Dragon(LV 1/2800/2400 effect). I’ll then summon the monster I revealed.” The plant lizard appeared.
“Next, I activate Chlamydosundew’s effect. This monster can act as a polymerization and use any monster on the field with a Predator Counter as material. If your Red-Eyes weren’t already dark, he’d make is so. Now, I combine our two monsters to create a dragon of true toxicity.
Fusion summon Starving Venom Fusion Dragon(LV 8/2800/2000).” A large and vicious purple dragon appeared roaring. “When he’s fusion summoned, I can target a special summoned monster you control and have Starving gain ATK equal to that monster’s ATK.
I’ll target your Armed Dragon Thunder LV 7.” Starving Venom Fusion Dragon(LV 8/5600/2000 effect). “This effect only lasts for the turn. Starving Venom attack Armed Dragon with Toxic Breath!”
“I activated the effect of Leveled Burn from the grave.” Snails declared. “By banishing it and a monster from my grave, I can negate one attack and destroy your monster. Then, you take damage equal to half your monster’s original ATK.”
The breath attack of poison hit a barrier which protected Snails. Zack was hit with a black ball of electricity knocking him off his feet as he screamed in pain (Zack 600). He landed right next to Saffron.
“You really shouldn’t have entered this duel.” Saffron stated.
“In the end, he would have dueled me anyways.” Zack began to slowly rise back to his feet. “I figure we have a better chance stopping him if we work together.” He was back on his feet. “Plus, if I let you fall, I’d have failed someone else, and I can’t let that happen.”
“Someone else?” Saffron questioned internally. “What does he mean by that?”
“Alright, you got me with that one, but I’m still standing” Zack stated. “I’ll set one card before ending my turn.”
“I draw.” Snails drew. “I activate the effect of Red-Eyes Darkness Metal Dragon to special summon Armed Dragon Thunder LV 7/2800/1000) from the grave. Then, I will send it and an Armed Dragon Thunder LV 3 from my hand to the grave.
This allows me to special summon a monster from my deck. Powerhouse of the Levels heed my call and descend. I special summon Armed Dragon Thunder LV 10(LV 10/3000/2000).” The colossal, bipedal dragon appeared.
“LV 7 and LV 3 both have effects that can be activated. First, LV 7 grants me an Armed Dragon card from my deck to my hand. Next, LV 3 allows me to draw another card. I will then attack Starving Venom with Red-Eyes.”
Starving exploded and Zack grunted from the pain (Zack 400).
“Wrong move because you just activated my dragon’s special ability.” Zack declared. “When he’s destroyed, Starving takes all my opponent’s monsters with him.”
A wormhole opened and tendrils shot out going clean through both dragons.
“Very well.” Snails stated. “I shall activate Return of the Dragon Lords and use its effect to revive Armed Dragon Thunder LV 7/2800/1000). That will end my turn. Now, it’s Saffron’s if she can even move.”
“Come on Saffron.” Zack stated. “Stand up and finish this.”
Saffron tried to rise but found it difficult since her body didn’t want to respond.
“You just need to sit up and play.” Zack stated. “I may have jumped in, but you should be the one to finish this. You may not be a duelist like us, but you’re Harmonious Element all the same. Show this guy the strength we have.”
“Enough.” Snails declared. “If she will not begin her turn, it goes back to…”
“No.” Saffron was panting as she’d managed to sit up. “Zack is right. I may not be a duelist in the world league, but that’s not even my dream to begin with; however, I’m still part of Harmonious Element.” She drew.
“You are after one my teammates while harming another right before me. I refuse to let that go, so I will stop you here and now.” She looked at Zack. “To do that, I need a monster with at least 6 levels.”
“That’s simple enough.” Zack stated. “I activate Call of the Haunted allowing me to revive. Starving Venom Fusion Dragon(LV 8/2800/2000). Now, show this guy what we can do.”
“Alright.” Saffron nodded. “I activate Hamburger Recipe. By using monsters whose total levels equal 6 or more, I can Ritual Summon Hungry Burger.”
“A ritual monster without an effect.” Snails commented. “How is that going to help especially since Starving Venom has 800 ATK more than the monster you intend to summon?”
“That’s because I’m only summoning a monster whose treated as Hungry Hamburger.” Saffron declared. “Hamburger whose hunger can’t be satiated; I summon you. Ritual Summon Ravenous Burger(LV 6/2000/1850).” A monstrous burger appeared.
“I then activate his effect.” Saffron stated. “By banishing one card from my deck, you take 500 life points of damage. Go, Ravenous Bite!” Ravenous Burger lunged at Snails before the ball of electricity hit him causing more pain that had the boy panting (Snails 400).
“Unless that effect can be used more than once a turn, I’m still standing.” Snails declared.
“You’re right that my monster can only use this effect once per turn, but this spell of mine can circumnavigate that. I activate Reuse.” Saffron declared. “This spell allows me to target one card that’s already used its effect and make its effect that effect. I target my Ravenous Burger.”
Snails shocked and screamed in agony before falling to the ground unconscious (Saffron 700 & Zack 400/Snails 0). Saffron fell back to the ground as Snails dissipated in black particles.
“That’s it.” Saffron collapsed om her back. “That’s all I have in me.”
“It was more than enough.” Zack slightly smiled. “You did well.”
He walked over and picked her up bridal style causing Saffron to blush. “Hey, what are you doing?”
“I thought it was obvious.” Zack started walking. “I’m taking you to the infirmary. No matter how clean your kitchen may be, a bed is what you need.”
“No, I mean why are you carrying me this way?” Saffron asked.
“Would you prefer if carried you over my shoulder like a sack of potatoes?” Zack asked. “I Could do that, but I thought this would be more comfortable.” He shrugged. “I mean, if you want to go over my shoulder, then…”
“No.” Saffron quickly stated.
She quite liked being carried by Zack. His hold was gentle, and she did feel quite comfortable. Up until this point, Saffron assumed the Predaplant user was like Blaze, but that couldn’t be further from the truth. While he may seem cold, Zack was rather warm.
The chef leaned into him and closed her eyes. “This feels nice.”
She passed out. After being supported and helped by the guy during the duel, she trusted him to see her to safety. Being taught how to be a proper gentleman, Zack would uphold that trust.
Training Room
(Twilight & Astral 8000/Garble 8000)
“Here’s how this will work losers.” Garble declared. “You will share a pool of 8000 life points while I have the same. You will also share your field and graveyard while switching whose turn it is. Whomever goes first will be allowed to draw. Sound good?”
Twilight and Astral looked at one another before nodding.
“Sounds good to us.” Astral pointed at him. “Since you’re the challenger, you go first.”
“No problem.” Garble drew. “I start by summoning Pahunder(LV 4/1300/600).” A man with lighting for hair and blue armor appeared. “He allows me to normal summon a level 4 Light Thunder monster from my hand.
I choose Mahunder(LV 4/1400/500).” A woman with long, red and yellow hair appeared wearing red armor. “Her ability is the same as Pahunder’s, so I will summon Brohunder(LV 4/900/400).” A boy with yellow lighting hair and a blue and yellow attire appeared.
“When he’s summoned, I can add a level 4 Light Thunder monster from my deck to my hand except for another one of him. I’ll then activate Double Summon to perform another normal summon and bring out Sishunder(LV 4/900/400),”
A girl with long, lighting yellow hair in pigtails appeared wearing red clothing. “Since I control four ‘hunder’ monsters, I can special summon Neighunder(LV 4/500/2100) from my deck.” An eyeball attached to a body appeared.
“Did he just summon 5 monsters in one turn?” Astral questioned shocked.
“He did.” Twilight gulped. “This is bad.”
“You haven’t seen anything yet.” Garble declared. “I set one card before activating Card of Sanctity. This card allows each of us to draw until we have 6 cards in our hands. Since you losers haven’t played a card, and I’ve played my hand, you can see where this is going.”
“Yeah, we got it.” Astral stated. “That’s six cards for you and only one for each of us.”
“Perfect.” Garble smirked maliciously. “I activate the spell card I set called Thunder Crash. This spell allows me to destroy all monsters I control and deal you 300 life points for each monster destroyed through this effect.”
“Well, that’s one way to make use of your monsters.” Twilight stated.
(Twilight & Astral 6500/Garble 8000)
The electricity surged through the tether causing Twilight and Astral to cry out in pain. Astral was brought to his knees while Twilight fell to her stomach.
“What was that?” Astral questioned still reeling. “The damage was real.”
“This is a Shadow Game initiated the moment the shadow tether ensnared you.” Garble laughed. “Lady Nightmare bestowed this power upon her agents to effectively test and duel others. If you are physically strong or deemed skilled enough, you won’t go to the Shadow Realm.”
“Shadow Games… are real.” Twilight was shocked.
The magician user had thought there was no way dark or light magic could exist, but now she was confronted by it. She’d be a fool to deny the pain with her life now on the line.
“Flash…” Twilight clenched her fist. “I completely understand now. Something like this is what you were put through by Sunset. No wonder you left to train.”
“Now, I activate Grave Xyz. This card allows me to use monsters in my grave for an Xyz summon. When the Xyz monster I summon is destroyed, or a material is detached, all materials go to the banished zone instead of the grave.
I will overlay all five of my level 4 ‘hunder’ monsters to Xyz summon Number 27: Dreadnought Dreadnoid(R 4/O 5/2200/1600).” A huge battleship appeared. “I end my turn, so it’s your turn losers.”
“Number monsters.” Astral managed to stand back up. “Aren’t those impossible to destroy in battle unless you control a Number monster yourself?”
“You are right about that, but we can’t give up in the face of this challenge.” Twilight slowly rose back to her feet. “This Lady Nightmare… She wants Flash, but I won’t let anyone take him.” She was back on her feet with a look of determination. “I won’t let him down.”
“I wasn’t insinuating we quit one bit because that’s not my style.” Astral smiled. “Set us up for victory my rival!”
“My turn!” Twilight drew. “I activate the effect of two Apprentice Illusion Magicians(LV 6/2000/1700). By discarding a card for each of them, I can special summon each one to the field. Two tanned magicians with blond hair and purple robes appeared.
“When this monster is summoned, I can add a Dark Magician from my deck to my hand. Since I summoned two, I add two to my hand. Next, I overlay my level monsters. Xyz summon Magi Magi ☆ Magician Gal(R 6/O 2/2400/2000).” A female spellcaster in navy blue attire appeared.
“Is that the best you got?” Garble smirked. “That monster is pathetic especially in the face of my Number. Even if it has an effect to destroy him, my monster’s own effect prevents his destruction from card effects by detaching overlay units.”
“Then, it’s a good thing my Magi’s effect isn’t one which destroys your monster.” Twilight declared. “By detaching one overlay unit, and banishing one card from my hand, I can take control of your monster until the end of the turn. Go, Control Magic!”
Magi Magi ☆ Magician Gal(R 6/O 1/2400/2000)
“Say what!?” Garble shouted in shock.
“You heard me.” Twilight stated. “Until the end of my turn, Dreadnought is mine.” Magi spun her staff before firing a ball of black energy at the ship causing it to move to Twilight’s side. “Both monsters will attack you directly (Twilight & Astral 6500/Garble 3400).”
The electricity surged into Garble causing him to cry out in agony. The agent of Nightmare managed to fall to one knee since he had more experience in games like this.
“That’s not the end of my turn since I can still normal summon.” Twilight declared. “I will tribute Dreadnought and Magi. Magician of dark arts I summon you. Come Dark Magician(LV 7/2500/2000).” The purple robbed magician appeared. “I then set one card.”
“Amazing!” Astral cheered. “You not only removed his Number, but you also dealt massive damage. Talk about setting the board for victory.”
Garble stood and put his hand on his deck. “Victory? I think you mean defeat.” He drew. “I activate the effect of my Thunder Dragon. By discarding this card, I can add up to two Thunder Dragons to my hand from my deck.
Next, I will activate Polymerization to fuse the two Thunder Dragon’s in my hand. Colossal dragon of the thunder descends to defeat all who stand in the way of Lady Nightmare. Fusion Summon Thunder Dragon Colossus(LV 8/2600/2400).”
A long, dark purple thunder dragon with wings appeared roaring. “I’ll then equip him with Wattcube granting my Thunder monster 100 ATK for every Thunder monster in my grave. Due to my earlier plays, all I have is three Thunder Dragons.”
Thunder Dragon Colossus(LV 8/2900/2400 effect).
“So, you’ll deal four hundred points of damage.” Astral smiled. “I think we can handle that.”
“Maybe you could, but Wattcube has another effect.” Garble smirked. “By sending it to the grave, I can grant my dragon a permanent 1000 ATK boost. I then activate Lightning & Thunder.
First, I must target a card in my grave, and I choose Thunder Dragon. Then, I can activate effects based on how many cards share that name specifically and banishing monsters with that name. Meaning, I need three specifically named Thunder Dragons to make full use of this card.
Fortunately, I have three exactly named Thunder Dragons which loads this spell’s three effects. Effect one, one spell/trap card my opponent controls is destroyed.” Twilight’s face down was gone. “Effect two, one monster my opponent controls is destroyed.”
Dark Magician was struck by lightning. “Effect Three, my opponent takes 1000 life points of damage (Twilight & Astral 5500/Garble 3400).” The two duelists were struck sending them to their knees. “My Colossus will attack you two directly with Colossal Lighting!”
Colossus roared as he spread his wings out summoning a small, black cloud which struck lighting down (Twilight & Astral 1900/Garble 3400). This was followed by electricity surging through the tether causing both duelists to scream in agony as they fell to their stomachs.
“Lucky for you, this is where my turn ends.” Garble laughed. “You losers should stay down and accept defeat for my Lady Nightmare.”
“Accept defeat…” Astral grit his teeth and slowly rosed to his hands and knees clenching his fist. “Never. I haven’t even had my turn, and any duelist worth their salt would never give up until the very end.”
“We can’t give up.” Twilight was trying to rise like him. “I’ve given up too much in the past. On my friends, on dueling, and even on Flash. I won’t give up again.”
“You two losers are pathetic.” Garble declared. “Lady Nightmare has kept watch over Flash for a long time now, so we’ve seen what you two are capable of. You losers are worse than those I normally call losers.
You don’t know you’re place and insist on pressing forward even though your skills lack. Astral, you use a deck comprised of cards from duelist 10 times better than you. Duelists who rivaled the best of their generation, yet you keep insisting you can climb to the top.
Then, you call some magician user, one who lacks the skill of the best magician user, your rival. That same, pathetic magician user was outclassed by her friends in the past and is now outclassed by Flash Sentry who used to be a joke. You should just…”
“Shut up!” Astral shouted as he rose to his feet. “The way you talk makes me certain you understand nothing about dueling!” He stood there panting. “You know, no one used to expect much from me. In my old village, two others outshined me in talent.
They were once some of my best friends before their exceedingly bright talents saw them drift away from each other, me, and their home. Just this short time in the world league makes me realize how lacking my skills are. It’s enough to make me doubt myself.
‘I’m not good enough to be here. I’m not worthy enough to stand among duelists like Blaze, Flash, or Shining Armor’. Maybe those thoughts are right. Maybe I never will become more of a duelist than I am. Still, I will never stop trying. I will always shoot for the stars!”
Twilight looked at Astral shocked. “Astral…”
“Bone of that matters right now. What matters now is that you’ve insulted my rival, are after one of my friends, and have been harming one of my friends through this duel. That is why, I will defeat you. You won’t get another turn. Count on it!”
“Man, you are a wind bag.” Garble laughed. “Take your pathetic turn. Show what little power you truly have.” He smirked. “Colossus has an even more powerful effect than my number in terms of protection and his ATK is high. This guy stands no chance.”
“My move” Astral drew and grit his teeth. “I have a powerful combo that would win us this duel, but with The Cipher out there, I could never use him.” He looked at his deck. “Is this really the combo you want me to use?”
To Astral his deck briefly glowed red. “Alright, I understand.” He looked to Twilight who was now standing once more. “Twilight, I have the perfect combo to end things this turn. Can I use your Dark Magician?”
“Of course.” Twilight nodded. “Our graves are shared, so it’s your Dark Magician as much as it is mine.”
“Thank you.” Astral turned to Garble and closed his eyes. “Just don’t think any differently of me after this play. I promise you I’m not him. I could never abide by what he does to duelist.”
“Astral, what are you talking about?” Twilight asked confused.
“Just watch.” Astral opened his eyes and had a look of pure determination. “Prepare yourself shadow duelist because this is the end!”
“Really now?” Garble asked. “How will you achieve such a feat?”
“Just watch.” Astral stated. “First, I activate Monster Reborn to revive Twilight’s Dark Magician(LV 7/2500/2100). I then activate the effect of Blue-Eyes Alternative White Dragon(LV 8/3000/2500).
By revealing Blue-Eyes White Dragon in my hand, I can special summon Alternative to the field.” A white dragon appeared. “I’ll then activate Level Resonance. This spell allows me to target one monster I control and make its level the same as another monster I control.
I’ll target Dark Magician(LV 8/2500/2100) making him level 8 as well. Now, I construct the overlay network with these two monsters. When two duelists work together, something greater can be achieved. I overlay Dark Magician with Blue-Eyes Alternative White Dragon.
Galaxy which shines in the darkness reveal yourself and usher in the new era. Xyz Summon Galaxy-Eyes Cipher Dragon(R 8/O 2/3000/2500).” A large, light blue dragon with crimson red and dark blue scales descended.
Garble stepped back in shock. “He has one of The Cipher’s dragons.” He quickly regained his composure. “What am I worried about? That dragon isn’t strong enough to overcome my fusion, and its ability isn’t enough to end me. I’ll live.”
“He has a cipher dragon…” Twilight stared up at the monster before looking at Astral. “Just what kind of a deck did you put together Astral?”
“I’m going to wipe that smirk off your face!” Astral declared. “I activate Rank-Up Magic Astral Force. With this spell, I can target an Xyz monster I control and rebuild the overlay network to summon a monster 1 to 2 ranks higher. I target Cipher Dragon!
Shining galaxy that illuminates all darkness descends and illuminates the path to victory. Rank Up: Xyz Change Neo Galaxy Eyes Cipher Dragon(R 9/O 3/4500/3000).” A colossal, light blue dragon with crimson red armor appeared.
“What a monster.” Twilight stated amazed.
“That monster.” Garble stared up at it in shock before looking at Astral worried. “So, what if you summoned him? It means nothing because my monster is…”
“Your monster may be strong enough to withstand an attack, but that’s where Neo’s effect comes into play. I can detach up to three materials to take control of that many monsters, but you only have ones.”
Neo Galaxy Eyes Cipher Dragon(R 9/O 2/4500/3000). “Go, Cipher Super Projection! This ability negates your monster’s effects and allows me to control them. What’s more, he now becomes Neo-Galaxy Eyes Cipher Dragon(R 8/O 0/4500/3000).
Of course, the monster I take can’t attack directly, but my original can still attack you directly. Neo-Galaxy Eyes, attack Garble with Cipher Stream of Horror.” Neo-Galaxy breathed his stream attack at Garble (Twilight & Astral 1900/Garble 0).
Garble was then struck by the electricity which launched him off his feet as he screamed in agony. The screams soon subsided as he fell into unconsciousness and hit the ground. Unlike with the pawns, he was sucked into a black portal.
“That’s what you get for underestimating us.” Astral looked at Twilight remorsefully. “I’m…”
“No.” Twilight shook her head. “Don’t apologize because you have nothing to apologize for. Astral, I trust you aren’t The Cipher.” She smiled. “After all, you two go about inspiring people in different ways, and yours is superior in my opinion.”
“Thank you, Twilight.” Astral breathed a sigh of relief. “I promise to explain my Galaxy cards once we’re out of this.”
Training Arena
Celestia and Luna were currently facing off with Fusion and Xyz. Their opponents wished to see them safe while the sisters wanted to get out there and help their duelist. In the end, this would be settled with a duel.
(Xyz & Fusion 8000/Luna & Celestia 8000)
“I would say we hope you are ready, but Fusion and I know you aren’t.” Xyz stated.
“What is that supposed to mean?” Luna asked.
“You will see as the duel progresses.” Fusion stated. “Speaking of the duel, each team shall have 8000 life points. Graveyards and fields will be shared meaning whomever goes first can’t attack, but after that its fair game. In addition, that first person shall get to draw, fair?”
“I think we can agree on the condition that your team must go first.” Celestia stated.
“We have no problem with that.” Fusion stated. “Xyz you are up.”
“I’ll gladly take the first turn.” Xyz drew. “I summon Raidraptor - Napalm Dragonius(LV 4/1000/1000).” A dragon like metal bird appeared. “When he’s summoned, I can inflict 600 life points to my opponent (Luna & Celestia 7400).
I’ll then equip him with Raptor's Ultimate Mace granting Raidraptor - Napalm Dragonius(LV 4/2000/1000 equip) one thousand more ATK. There are other effects, but I’ll explain those as they come. I’ll then finish with one set card.”
“He’s using Raidraptors.” Celestia stated. “I’m unfamiliar with the archetype, and his first turn gave us little indication other than they seem to work with burn.”
“We can’t sit here debating what the deck does sister. In that vein, I believe I will go next.” Luna drew. “I summon Stellarknight Vega(LV 4/1200/1600).” A warrior in white robes appeared. “When Vega is summoned, once per turn, I can special summon a Tellarknight.
I choose Stellarknight Alsahm(LV 4/1400/1800).” A warrior in white armor with a bow appeared. “You’re not the only one who can burn. When Vega’s summoned, my opponent takes 1000 life points of damage (Xyz & Fusion 7000).
Now, I overlay my two level 4 monsters to construct the overlay network. Tellarknight from the dark rise into the light an infect all with darkness. Xyz summon Darktellarknight Batlamyus(R 4/O 2/2600/550).” A robotic woman fused with a robotic horse appeared.
There are no other attributes on the field, but all monsters officially become Dark attribute. Now, in exchange for one overlay unit, discarding one card, and being unable to Xyz summon for the rest of the turn, I can reconstruct the overlay network with Batlamyus.
Warrior who rebounds all will appear. Xyz summon Stellarknight Triverr(R 4/O 2/2100/2500).” A warrior in white armor and wielding a shield made of light appeared. “When this monster is Xyz summoned, all other cards on the field are returned to the hand.”
Fusion growled. “They’re better with these decks than we thought.”
“They are.” Xyz admitted. “Ultimately, they don’t stand a chance.”
“What is that supposed to mean?” Celestia asked.
“You do not need to know.” Xyz declared. “Continue your turn, Luna.”
“Very well.” Luna stated. “I detach one overlay unit from Stellarknight Triverr(R 4/O 1/2100/2500) to send a random card from Xyz’s hand to the grave.”
“The random card you sent was my trap Raidraptor-Return.” Xyz declared. “By banishing this card from my graveyard, I can add any Raidraptor card from my deck to my hand.”
Luna continued.” “Triverr will attack you directly with Stellar Slash!” Triverr rushed forward and slashed into Xyz (Xyz & Fusion 4900).
Xyz held out his hand. “When I take battle damage, I can special summon Raidraptor-Avenge Vulture(LV 4/1700/100).” A brown and black metal bird appeared.
“I shall set one card and end my turn.” Luna declared.
“My turn then.” Fusion drew. “Time to see if my cards have any effect on their memory.” She looked at her opponents. “I summon Fluffal Dog(LV 4/1700/1000).” A fluffy, white and brown dog appeared.
“Fluffal…” Luna thought. “What are these architypes, and why does that name sound familiar?”
“Fluffal…” Celestia thought. “I’m not familiar with…” 
Memory
Celestia was dressed in a white shirt with red pants, and she stood across from a girl with gray skin, long, light blue hair, and purple eyes. She wore a cyan dress. Celestia had Judgement Dragon while Fluffal Dog had just been summoned by the girl.
(Celestia 2000/Girl 800)
“Alright mom, that dragon of yours may be tough, but I’m not out yet.” The girl held up a spell card. “I activate Polymerization.” 
Present
Celestia had a hand on her head. “What was that? Mom… I’m not a mother, right?”
Luna looked at her sister concerned. “Celestia, are you alright?”
“I’ll be fine sister.” Celestia shook her head. “We should focus on the duel at hand.”
“For a brief flash, she remembered me, but it wasn’t anywhere near enough.” Fusion took a deep breath. “I activate Polymerization to combine Fluffal Dog with Edge Imp Sabres and Fluffal Wings. Vicious wolf of nightmare heed the call of your master.
Fusion summon Frightfur Wolf(LV 6/2000/1500).” A blue and white sewn together poorly wolf appeared. “This monster gains attacks for every Fluffal used to summon him. Since I used two, that’s two attacks.”
“Your monster is still 100 points weaker than Triverr.” Luna declared.
“Don’t worry about that because I have just the card to help us get over it.” Fusion stated. “Wolf attack Triverr with Frightful Crunch!” The wolf rushed at the Xyz monster. “I then activate Battle Fusion.
When a Fusion monster I control is attacked or attacks, this card grants my monster ATK equal to the ATK of the opposing monster until the end of the damage step.”  Frightfur Wolf(LV 6/4100/1500 effect).
“I’ll chain my face down Half Unbreak.” Luna declared. “This card protects my monster from battle destruction for the rest of this turn and any damage I take is cut in half (Luna & Celestia 6400).”
“This is where I step in.” Xyz spoke up. “I’m activating a special card meant for tag duels. To activate it when it’s not on the field, I must destroy a Raidraptor monster I control. Fortunately, Avenge Vulture is right there.”
The metal bird was destroyed. “Now, I have met the recruitments to activate Rank-Up Magic Tag Force. With this, I can target a monster on our field that came from an extra deck, no matter the monster, and destroy it.
Then, in its place, I can special summon a monster with a rank equal to the level of the destroyed monster and rank up into a monster one or two ranks higher. With your permission Fusion, I’d like to use your wolf.”
“You don’t even need to ask.” Fusion stated firmly. “Go for it.”
“I’m getting a bad feeling about this.” Celestia stated.
Luna nodded. “I agree sister.”
“I destroy Frightfur Wolf to special summon a Rank 6 monster from my extra deck.” Xyz declared. “Bird of prey that strikes my opponent from above with the power of their own monsters descend.
Xyz summon Raidraptor - Revolution Falcon – Air Raid/R 6/O 0/2000/3000).” A huge, black metal bird appeared. “As you heard, I Xyz summoned this card which is what the special summon performed by the spell becomes.
When Air Raid is Xyz summoned, I can target a monster you control, destroy it, and deal you damage equal to the ATK it had on the field. Air Raid use Air bombardment on Triverr!” The bird flew over Triverr and bombarded it with ballistic mistles (Luna & Celestia 4300).”
“Smart move Xyz.” Fusion praised. “Now, show them your power.”
“I wasn’t planning on anything different.” Xyz stated. “Bird who strikes from above evolve into a bird of prey who hunts from space itself. Rank-Up Xyz Change: Raidraptor - Satellite Cannon Falcon(R 8/O 1/3000/2000).” A white, gold, and red falcon appeared.
“This does not bode well.” Luna stated.
“Take it away Fusion.” Xyz stated.
“Gladly.” Fusion pointed up. “Satellite ascend to the heavens and attack our opponents directly!” The bird launched into the air before diving into the sisters (Luna & Celestia 1300). “I’ll finish by activating Tag Force: Sacrificial Protection.
My partner and I must banish one extra deck monster each. By doing this, we can prevent a monster on our field from being removed from the field, until the end of my partner’s next turn, by anything less than battle.”
“We choose to protect Satellite Cannon Falcon from field removal.” Xyz finished.
They each picked a monster from their extra decks and pitched it to the grave.
“I’ll then set one card.” Fusion declared. “It’s your turn Celestia.”
“This is not looking good. I’m going to need to throw everything I have at them if we want any hope of winning.” Celestia drew. “Since you control a monster and we do not, I can special summon Constellar Siat(LV 1/100/1600).” A small fairy carrying a silver trophy appeared.
“I then summon Constellar Pollux(LV 4/1700/600).” A bulky warrior in white armor appeared. “When he’s normal summoned, I can normal summon once more. I choose Constellar Aldebaran(LV 3/1300/800).”
A bipedal, bulky ox in white armor appeared. “When he’s normal summoned, I can special summon a level 3 Constellar monster from my hand. I choose Constellar Sheratan(LV 3/700/1900).” A bipedal ram in white armor appeared.
“Four monsters in one turn.” Fusion stated. “Once again, they surprise me with how well they play the deck.”
“Hold strong Fusion.” Xyz stated. “This duel won’t end this turn.”
“We’ll see about that.” Celestia stated. “First, I activate Constellar Siat(LV 4/100/1600 effect) allowing me to target a Constellar monster I control or in my grave and make its level equal to the level of that monster. I will target Pollux. Now, I construct the overlay network twice.
First with Siat and Pollux.” Let your light shine down and weaken all who stand before you. Xyz summon Starliege Paladynamo(R 4/O 2/2000/1000).” A warrior in white armor with a large, light blade appeared. Second with Sheratan and Aldebaran.
He who can make his opponents kneel or face their opponents head on appears. Xyz summon Constellar Hyades(R 3/O 2/1900/1000).” A bipedal beast in white and gold armor appeared. “By detaching both of Paladynamo’s overlay units, I zero out the attack of a monster you control.
Not only that, but their effects are negated as well.” Starliege Paladynamo(R 4/O 0/2000/1000)  “I target Raidraptor - Satellite Cannon Falcon(R 8/O 1/ATK 0/2000 effect). Paladynamo will attack with Shining Slash.”
“I activate my face down Album of Memories.” Fusion countered. “This continuous trap allows me to negate an attack, once per turn, by banishing a Fluffal monster from my grave. I banish dog to stop Paladynamo.”
Celestia grit her teeth. “Er, then Hyades will destroy your Satellite Falcon with Constellar Thrust!” Hyades took his weapon and thrust it into the falcon causing it to explode (Xyz & Fusion 2000). I end my turn with one face down.”
(Xyz & Fusion 2000/Luna & Celestia 1300)
“My move!” Xyz drew. “I activate Rank-Up-Magic Soul Shave Force (Xyz & Fusion 1000). By paying half our life points, I can special summon a Raidraptor Xyz monster from our grave and use it to special summon an Xyz monster 2 ranks higher. I target Satellite Cannon!” 
“He’s ranking up his monster again.” Celestia stated.
“Not only that, but he’ll be summoning a rank 10 monster.” Luna added.
Raidraptor - Satellite Cannon Falcon(R 8/O 0/ATK 3000/2000) reappeared on the field.
“Bird who hunts from space evolve into a brazen bird of prey that can wipe out any target. Rank-Up Xyz Change: Raidraptor – Ultimate Falcon(R 10/O 1/ATK 3500/2000).” A massive blue and gold falcon appeared.
“3500 ATK!” Luna exclaimed in shock.
“I got this sister!” Celestia held out her hand. “I activate Shadow Spell. This trap not only decreases your monster’s ATK by 700 but prevents it from attacking.” To her shock the card sparked before shattering. “What!?”
“It’s part of my Ultimate Falcon’s effect.” Xyz declared. “This card is uneffaced by other card effects. Just as I said, this is the end! Ultimate Falcon destroy Starliege with Ultimate Bombardment!”
The falcon rose into the air and directed itself at Starliege before firing down a laser which left nothing behind (Xyz & Fusion 1000/Luna & Celestia 0).
“With our victory, you two shall remain here until our leader finishes with what he has set out to do.” Xyz stated while creating a black portal behind them. “Once he is gone, you will be free.”
“You can’t do this.” Celestia tried. “Our duelists are…”
“Our leader only cares for keeping you safe.” Xyz interrupted before walking into the portal.
“Who even are you two?” Luna asked.
“One day, when your memories have returned, the leader and I shall reveal our identities.” Fusion approached the portal. “Until then, know we are not your enemy.”
She walked into the black portal which closed behind her leaving the sisters there.
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Don't you dare replace
Your first and only want
(Young Flash Sentry stares up at Flash Industries with his father and brother as Magnus ruffles their hair.)
Don't give up on the chase
Keep holding on!
(Teenage Flash is riding through Canterlot atop a duel runner before coming to a stop outside the open gates of a large complex with multiple buildings.)
Everything had gone to failure
(Young Flash stands in front of Canterlot Middle Schools statue and watches in despair as young Twilight, Fluttershy, Applejack, Rarity, Fluttershy, and Rainbow Dash leave him going separate ways from himself and each other.)
My ambition turned into my broken dreams
(Flash is sent flying outside a building and into the grace outside as lighting arcs through the sky followed by thunder. Soon, it begins to storm on him.)
I left a promise out to die
(Flash kneels beside his younger brother, Forward Base, who is currently crying. He stands before facing Ethan with a determined expression.)
Every word I still remember
(Young Flash is standing on the roof as a young Sunset is waiting for him.)
They've been ringing in my head on full repeat
(The scene transitions to the park at night as Flash stands across from Sunset in shock while she laughs at him. His fists clench and he activate his black duel disc causing a blue energy blade to appear.)
Can't get your talk to ever leave my mind
(Young Flash is panting with tears in his eyes as he stands in the middle of his father's home office with books having been scattered. Anything that could be wrecked was.)
But now, from the clouds
There's a wind that gives me a boost
(Young Flash sits on his knees before a coffee table. Laid out before him is a blank deck of cards, his laptop, and a flash drive. He inserts the flash drive into the computer and plays a video.)
My heart, burning hard
Is about to light my fuse
(Young Flash watches as his father appears on screen. After a moment, his expression changes from sorrow and anger to a proud smile.)
(Let's try again!)
Live in the now and break your confines
Take ahold of this precious time (precious time)
(Flash is in his room as the sun shines through the window and her finishes packing his things. He tucks the blank deck into his deck box before walking out of the room.)
Glory days (glory days)
'Cause your life is not to trade
(Flash is seen walking down the sidewalk with Shadow Lock conversing happily with him before they enter a car and drive off.)
(Let's try again!)
Bring back the color as you advance
Paint it red, and then take a chance (take a chance)
(Young Flash and Shadow Lock stand across from each other in a room of the decaying Duel Sanctuary. Both wield black duel disk as Flash's blue energy blade and Shadow's black energy blade come out.)
Shout it loud (shout it loud)
'Cause your style's worth a bow
(Flash stands outside the sanctuary and stares down the stairs as he imagines a transparent version of his brother running up to meet him before he vanishes. Rather than be sad, Flash gives a small smile before walking back inside.)
Don't you dare replace
Your first and only want
(Teen Flash gets off his duel runner and looks back at the transparent version of his younger self who smiles and gives him a thumbs up before vanishing. Flash smiles and puts his hands in his pockets before walking onto the grounds of the large complex.)
Don't give up on the chase
Keep holding on!
(Flash looks up at the building as he draws closer to the entrance with a look of resolve. He stops as transparent version of the Humane 6 as their current ages appear before him. Flash nods to them before they vanish. He then walks into the building.)
Harmonious Element Compound
(Synchro 4000/Trixie 4000)
“The great and powerful Trixie shall take the first turn.” Trixie declared. “I shall start with Second Coin Toss. Once per turn, I will be allowed to redo any coin toss. Next, I shall summon Knight of Pentacles(LV 3/1000/1000).” An alien looking fairy appeared.
“Now, a coin is flipped, and a result declared.” A hologram coin was flipped coming up heads. “That is a result I don’t need to redo. I shall tell you what this means when the time comes. For now, I set a card.”
“She seems to be using Sartorius’ deck. This could be tricky, so I’ll need to stay on my toes.” Synchro drew. “I’ll start with Speed Warrior(LV 2/900/400).” A warrior decked out in gray armor appeared. “I’ll have him attack your Pentacles.”
“Why would you do that when my monster is stronger?” Trixie questioned with a smirk.
“Looks like someone doesn’t know their duel history.” Synchro retorted. “If you had, you might actually recognize this as one of Yusei Fudo’s monsters and know of his effect. When Speed Warrior is normal summoned, I can double his ATK during the Battle Phase.”
Speed Warrior(LV 2/1800/400 effect)
“Say what!?” Trixie shouted in shock.
Speed Warrior struck at Pentacles (Synchro 4000/Trixie 3200). This was followed by the electricity which elicited sounds of pain from Trixie.
“You got me with that one, but since Pentacles’ coin flip was heads, he can’t be destroyed by battle.” Trixie declared.
“Very well.” Synchro stated. “I set one card.”
Speed Warrior(LV 2/900/400)
“Trixie’s turn!” Trixie drew. “I activate my face down Lucky Chance. From here on out, once per chain, I can declare what the coin toss of any card may be. If I call it correctly, I get to draw one card.
Next, I summon Arcana Force VII - The Chariot(LV 4/1700/1700).” A black, fairy like alien with multiple hands appeared. “Like Pentacles, a coin is flipped, and I will declare heads as what the coin toss will be.” The coin was flipped, and it came up tails.
“I use Second Coin Toss to redo the flip and once again declare heads.” The coin came up heads. “Now, I get to draw a card. I’ll then take a chance and activate Ace of Sword. First, I must select a card I control, so I’ll target Chariot.
Then, a coin is flipped. If it comes up heads you take damage equal to the selected monster’s ATK. If it’s tails, I’ll take the damage. I’ll guess it’ll be heads activating Lucky Chance again.” The coin was flipped coming up heads. “Looks like luck isn’t on your side. Go Arcana Sword!”
A sword appeared above Synchro and fell through him (Synchro 2700/Trixie 3200). The electric shock ran through Synchro causing him to cry out in pain.
“Trixie won’t stop there.” Trixie continued. “My Chariot shall destroy your Speed Warrior.”
“I activate the effect of my Devoted Gardna.” Synchro countered. “When a monster of mine with 1000 or less ATK is attacked, I can reduce any damage I’d take from that battle to 0 by discarding this monster.”
“That may be, but you didn’t mention protecting your monster from destruction.” Trixie declared as Speed Warrior blew up. “To Trixie that’s all that matters because Chariot’s coin toss came up heads. That means he can special summon Speed Warrior(LV 2/900/400) to my field.”
“Very well.” Synchro stated. “Then, I shall activate Call of the Haunted to special summon Devoted Gardna(LV 3/1000/1000) from my grave in defense mode.” A warrior in a suit and black armor appeared kneeling before Synchro.
“You’ve effectively managed to protect yourself, so Trixie shall set three cards.” Trixie declared.
“My turn!” Synchro drew. “I tribute Devoted Gardna allowing me to special summon Stardust Synchron(LV 4/1500/1000).” A small, white dragon with light blue accents appeared. “Since he was summoned, I can add a spell/trap which list Stardust in its text from my deck to my hand.
I’ll then normal summon Fake Gardna(LV 4/0/2000).” A warrior in jester clothing appeared. “Now, my Synchron shall give Fake Gardna a tune up to synchro for 8. Shing light which guided me through the darkness appear. Synchro summon Stardust Spark Dragon(LV 8/2500/2000).”
A shining, white dragon appeared. “I then activate his effect allowing me to target a face up card I control. That monster is then protected from any destruction once this turn. I choose Spark Dragon. He will now attack Speed Warrior with Sparking Sonic!”
“Trixie reveals her face down Enchanted Wand.” Trixie declared. “With this, I target one monster I control and destroy it. I choose Chariot. Then, a coin is flipped. If it’s heads, I gain life points equal to the destroyed monster’s ATK. If it’s tails, I loss life points equal to that ATK. For Lucky Chance, I’ll guess it comes up heads. Flip the coin!”
The coin flipped and came up heads. (Synchro 2700/Trixie 4900). When the electricity rushed through Trixie, she once again cried out in pain (Synchro 2700/Trixie 3300).
“You’re not avoiding damage that easily agent of Nightmare!” Synchro declared. “I activate the effect of Reload Archer. By discarding this monster from my hand, my dragon gets to attack one more time this turn provided it’s not a direct attack.
What do you know, Pentacles is still on the field? Go Sparking Sonic!” The dragon fired off a breath attack at Pentacle who managed to hold his ground against the stronger monster (Synchro 2700/Trixie 1800).”
“You’re starting to get on my nerve kid.” Trixie declared annoyed.
“You think I care?” Synchro shrugged and shook his head. “We’re enemies, remember? If I’m getting on your nerves, I’ll consider it a small victory. With that in mind, I’ll end my turn.”
“Oh, I’m going to take you down.” Trixie drew. “This card is the final piece of the puzzle.”
“Sorry to interrupt, but I’m activating my dragon’s effect once more to protect him from destruction once this turn.” Synchro smiled. “Now, proceed.”
“You’re about to meet one of my ultimate monsters, but first Trixie must make preparations.” Trixie declared. “First, I activate Cost Nullification. By destroying one monster I control, this card allows me to constantly halve my life points to bypass any restriction or cost a card may have. So, I destroy my Knight of Pentacles.”
“Where is… Wait a minute.” Synchro looked at her. “You’re going for…”
“Now. Now. Don’t spoil the surprise.” Trixie smirked. “I activate The Material Lord and activate Cost Nullification (Synchro 2700/Trixie 900). Then, I activate The Spiritual Lord and activate Cost Nullification (Synchro 2700/Trixie 450).
Next, I activate the spell The Sky Lord and use Cost Nullification for the final time this turn (Synchro 2700/Trixie 225). Now, I put these three cards within the pond of fate to call the ruler of light. I summon Arcana Force EX - The Light Ruler(LV 10/4000/4000). From my deck.”
A hulking, black monster with twin dragon heads coming out his back appeared.
Synchro stepped back in shock. “You actually managed to summon that thing.”
“You should expect nothing less from the great and powerful Trixie.” Trixie declared. “Now, let’s flip that coin.” She laughed. “What’s best about this is the fact that I don’t need second coin toss since either effect is a boon, but I will guess head to see if I can draw an extra card.”
The coin flipped and came up heads.
“Heads and she’s not going to redo it with that Second Coin Toss… I’ll admit she’d have me if that coin flip turned up tails. Looks like overconfidence really is her undoing.” Synchro smirked. “In the end, fate was ultimately on my side.”
“Wonderful. Not only do I get to draw, but now I get to add a card from my grave to my hand every time he destroys a monster you control.” She drew. “With this final card in my hand, my victory is assured. Go Creative Destruction!”
The monster fired a beam of white light at Stardust Spark Dragon. “I then activate the effect of Honest which grants my attacking light monster ATK equal to the ATK of the monster he’s attacking.” Arcana Force EX - The Light Ruler(LV 10/6500/4000 effect).
“Your arrogance is your undoing!” Synchro declared. “I activate my face down quick-play Half Shut. This allows me to target any one monster and prevent their destruction form battle for the turn provided I also half their ATK. I target Light Ruler!”
Arcana Force EX - The Light Ruler(LV 10/3250/4000 effect).
“What!?” Trixie shouted in shock.
The attack smashed into Stardust Dragon who glowed with white energy as he took it head on and survived (Synchro 1950/Trixie 225).
Trixie grit her teeth. “You may have survived this turn, but I still have my Light Ruler. With him, your chance at victory is slim.”
“A slim chance at victory?” Synchro smiled. “I like those odds, so let’s put it to the test!” He drew. “Just what I needed, but first a pop quiz. When the Dark Signers appeared, what did they use besides the Earthbound Immortals.”
“I don’t know.” Trixie stated. “Why are you asking such a question?”
“I pity your lack of knowledge.” Synchro shook his head. “The answer is Dark Tuners. Monsters which when combined with a non-tuner could create Dark Synchros. Monsters with a negative level.
What do you suppose happens when you take a Dark Tuner, but don’t use it to effectively go negative?” Synchro smiled. “The answer is you can access any monster below the level of the monster you are using.”
“Big deal.” Trixie scoffed. “What good is a monster of a lower level going to do you.”
“Just watch.” Synchro declared. “I summon the Dark Tuner known as Dark Synchron(LV 1/0/0). He can count as any required tuner for a Synchro summon. Now, he shall give my Stardust Spark Dragon a tune down to Synchro for 7.
Light and Darkness go hand in hand. When one is not enough, the other picks up the slack.” Stardust Spark Dragon roared as it was encased in a sphere of darkness. “Archer who got his start in the junkyard appear. Synchro summon Junk Archer(LV 7/2300/2000).”
An orange, machine warrior appeared wielding a cyan bow.
“Alright, you summoned a weaker monster.” Trixie stated. “Still don’t see how that helps you.”
“Allow me to enlighten you.” Synchro held out a hand. “Junk Archer’s special ability allows me to target a monster and banish it until the End Phase.” He smirked. “Naturally, there won’t be an end phase since Archer is more than enough to take you out.”
Trixie’s eyes went wide. “No, this is impossible!”
“Oh, let’s see if that’s the case.” Synchro offered with a smirk. “Send that deformed fairy to the banished zone Archer. Go Banish Shot.” Archer jumped into the air and fired an arrow at Light Ruler’s feet causing a portal to appear which sucked the monster into it.
“No, this can’t be happening!” Trixie declared. “I was supposed to win. I should have won. I will win!”
“Who decided that? Certainly not fate.” Synchro pointed at Trixie. “Take the shot!”
Archer pulled back his arrow and fired at Trixie (Synchro 1950/Trixie 0). Then, the electricity surged through the tether causing the agent to scream in agony before collapsing on the ground. Unlike the others, this tether was half hers and half Synchro’s.
He approached the downed duelist only for a black portal to open beneath Trixie taking her away from the situation.
Dorm Roof
Sombra faced off with Nightmare. “I may not be able to win this time, but I don’t need to. All I need is as much information as I can get.” He looked at his deck. “We’ve been through a lot. Please, continue to support me.” The deck gave off a black sparkle. “Let’s do this.”
“For a man who cannot compare nor comprehend me, you sure seem happy.” Nightmare stated.
Sombra stared at Nightmare with a controlled anger. “Happy… I suppose there are times where I still feel that emotion, but it will not remain if you are still around.” He activated his duel disk. “Let’s fix that, shall we?”
“I suppose this is what I get for attempting to be nice.” Nightmare’s duel disk appeared from her arm. “Let’s finish this quickly.”
(Sombra 4000/Nightmare 4000)
“Since you challenged me, I will go first.”: Nightmare declared. “I activate Malefic World.” The field became stary and distorted. “Now, I shall banish Battlin’ Boxer Lead Yolk from my extra deck to Special summon Malefic Lead Yolk(LV 4/2200/2000).” A red skinned warrior with bone armor appeared. “I end my turn.”
“Malefic monsters… I was hoping she’d use a familiar archetype, but nothing exist on these cards. Still, I can’t let an unknown archetype deter me.” Sombra drew. “I activate Dark World Dealings. Now we discard one card and draw a card.
The card I discarded was Beiige, Vanguard of Dark World(LV 4/1600/1300) meaning I can special summon him to my field.” A purple fiend in bone armor appeared. “Then, I normal summon Fabled Grimro(LV 4/1700/1000).”
A woman in a black dress with black wings appeared. “I then activate Shrink which cuts the attack of your Malefic Lead Yolk(LV 4/1100/2000 effect)’s ATK in half until the end of the turn. My Grimro will attack your Lead Yolk (Sombra 4000/Nightmare 3400).”
Nightmare grunted in pain. “Up to twice per duel Malefic Lead Yolk(LV 4/1900/2000 effect) cannot be destroyed by battle nor card effect. In addition, every time that effect activates, his ATK increases by 800.”
“Very well.” Sombra stated. “I set one card.”
Malefic Lead Yolk(LV 4/3000/2000 effect)
“My turn.” Nightmare drew. “I activate another of Lead Yolk’s effects. By returning Battlin’ Boxer Lead Yolk to my extra deck, Malefic Lead Yolk can attack twice this turn. The first will be launched at your Beige.”
“I activate Draining Shield.” Sombra countered. “This negates you monster’s current attack and grants me life points equal to his ATK (Sombra 7000/Nightmare 3400).”
“Cleaver.” Nightmare Stated. “Still, Lead Yolk has another attack, and he’ll use it to do away with Beige (Sombra 5600/Nightmare 3400). I once again end my turn.”
Sombra’s face showed he was in pain, but he’s trained to deal with Shadow Games. “I got to deal with her Malefic Lead Yolk, so I’ll need card effects or powerful monsters.” Sombra drew. “I activate Cycle of the World.
With this, I can discard or tribute monsters whose levels equal or exceed that of a ritual monster I wish to summon. I will tribute Fabled Grimro fulfilling the requirement. Agent who rings in Armageddon comes to bring about your demise.
Ritual summon Demise, Agent of Armageddon(LV 4/1500/1000).” A skinny fiend in armor appeared. Of course, his name now becomes Demise, King of Armageddon(LV 4/1500/1000). Since he was ritual summoned, I can target your Lead Yolk for destruction.”
“I activate Malefic Lead Yolk(LV 4/3800/2000 effect)’s effect for the second time this turn preventing his destruction and increasing his ATK by 800.” Nightmare declared.
“Just what I wanted.” Sombra declared. “When I control a special summoned monster, I can special summon the Dark Tuner Whet, God of Dark World(LV 8/0/0).” A lengthy, white leviathan fiend appeared. Whet will tune down my Demise to Synchro for level negative four.
Fiend which transcends barriers to slay all who stands before him appear. Synchro summon Dark Fiend Warlord(LV -4/2500/2500).” A bulky warrior in bone armor with a matching sword appeared. “He can attack you directly, but the damage I deal you is halved.
Go, Fiendish Slash!” Warlord lunged past Lead Yolk and struck his sword down on Nightmare causing her to scream in pain (Sombra 5600/Nightmare 2150). “When this monster deals you damage, I can target one card you control and destroy it. I choose Lead Yolk and end my turn.”
“Impressive.” Nightmare stated. “Your powers have grown, so I’ll commend you for that; however, your skills pale in comparison to mine.” She drew. “You’ve put up a good fight, but it’s time I end this.
I banish Neo Blue-Eyes Ultimate Dragon from my extra deck to special summon Malefic Neo Blue-Eyes Ultiamte Dragon(LV 12/4500/3800).” A huge, three headed blue dragon with bone armoring appeared roaring.
“A malefic version of Neo Blue-Eyes spells trouble.” Sombra thought.
“My dragon will destroy your Dark Synchro monster with Malefic Neutron Blast!” Nightmare declared.
The dragon fired on Warlord who tried to valiantly hold off the attack before succumbing (Sombra 3600/Nightmare 2150). Sombra cried out in pain as he was brought to his knees.
“I then activate my dragon’s special ability.” Nightmare continued. “By banishing a Malefic monster from my grave, my dragon can attack again. I could do this up to two times, but I only have one Malefic monster in my grave at this time.”
“One monster.” Sombra smiled as he was one his hands and knees. “That’s perfect.”
 
“I banish Malefic Lead Yolk granting my Malefic Neo Blue-Eyes Ultimate Dragon another attack.” Nightmare continued. “Attack Sombra directly with Malefic Neutron Blast!”
Sombra stood up. “I activate the last effect of Warlord. Whenever I’m about to take damage from an attack or card effect, I can banish him from my field or grave, and halve my life points. This reduces the damage to 0. Go Warlord’s Might!”
(Sombra 1800/Nightmare 2150)
Sombra screamed in pain before the attack hit him sending the leader of Crystal Cavalcade tumbling backwards. He tried desperately to cling onto something. Anything. Just as he went over, he managed to catch the edge of the roof with his right hand.
He cried out in pain but managed to apply a little dark magic at the right time to keep his arm from dislocating, or worse, from the sudden action. He began trying to pull himself back up because this duel wasn’t over yet.
“Quite the impressive display Sombra, but I can’t fathom why you continue to fight?” Nightmare stated. “What? Is it for your lost love and daughter? How can such things…”
“You really don’t understand a thing about humanity, do you Nightmare?” Sombra started to rise back up to the roof. “Of course, everything I’ve done is for my beloved Celestia and our daughter. I would tread into the darkness a million times over for them for them.
They gave my life meaning.” He was back on the roof and walked back into place. “Celestia gave me everything when I had nothing, and Light Breeze’s smile became something worth protecting. They made me a better man.
Then, you came along and ripped my wife away. You took my little princess’ smile away.” He took a deep breathe before glaring at Nightmare. “That is why, even if the darkness ends up corrupting me, it’ll be worth it to rid this world of you.”
“I’ll give you this, despite how much of a thorn you are, I won’t deny you are amusing.” Nightmare chuckled. “I set one card, so let’s see if your skills can back up what you said.”
“Yeah, I thought my words would only be a joke to you.” Sombra glowed with dark energy. “Let’s see how you feel once I take my power another step further. Go, Darkness Draw!”
“Oh, Darkness Draw.” Nightmare stated mockingly. “Hopefully, your powers got you something good because that’s the only card in your hand.”
“It got me just the card I need to end this.” Sombra declared. “I activate Rank-Up-Magic Dark Reign. This spell allows me to target an Extra Deck monster on my field, in my grave, or in my banished zone and special summon him.
Come on back Dark Fiend Warlord(LV -4/2500/2500). Then, their level, negative or positive, gets treated as a positive Rank.” Dark Fiend Warlord(R 4/2500/2500). Finally, I can use that monster to build the overlay network and Xyz summon a monster one rank higher.
From deep within the darkness comes a monster who reigns above all. Xyz summon Reigning Fiend Dragon(R 5/O 1/1000/1000).” A black and red bipedal dragon appeared roaring to the heavens.
“You just keep coming with these impressive plays.” Nightmare praised. “A Dark Synchro became a Rank 5 monster.” She laughed. “Even with 1000 ATK/DEF, I’m betting he has an effect that more than makes up for the low stats.”
“You’re right about that.” Sombra declared. “By detaching one overlay unit form this dragon, I can target one monster my opponent controls and have my dragon gain ATK equal to their ATK. I target your Blue-Eyes. Reigning Gain!”
Reigning Fiend Dragon(R 5/O 0/5500/1000)
“I think you miscalculated since that’s not enough to end me.” Nightmare stated.
“You’re right, but I can change that.” Sombra declared. “I activate Rank-Up-Magic Dark Reign’s graveyard effect. If an Xyz monster activates an effect that detaches an overlay unit, I can banish this card from my gravey and double that monster’s ATK.”
Reigning Fiend Dragon(R 5/O 0/11,000/1000)
“What’s more, this dragon is unaffected by my opponent’s card effects the turn he is summoned.” Sombra pointed at Nightmare’s monster as his black magic ragged around him. “End this Fiend Dragon with Darkness Stream!”
The three headed dragon tried to hold on, but it was useless against such overwhelming power.
“Your dragon may be unaffected by card effects, but that doesn’t mean they are completely useless.” Nightmare declared. “I activate Malefic Turn Around. By halving my own life points, my opponent takes all damage I’d have taken from an attack or effect.”
The darkness around Sombra faded as his eyes went wide. “What?”
A barrier was erected around Nightmare absorbing the damage (Sombra 1800/Nightmare 1075). It then became a sphere of darkness which shot past the dragon and impacted into Sombra’s chest sending the leader flying as he screamed in agony (Sombra 0/Nightmare 1075).
The ring with the symbol of Wdjat flowed with dark magic before shattering and cloaking Sombra with Dark Magic healing him. A portal opened behind him allowing Sombra in but closing before Nightmare could follow.
With Sombra effectively out of her grasp, Nightmare looked to the black dome above. “Looks like all but one of my pieces have fallen, and that last piece isn’t even here anymore.” She turned into black smoke and started to dissipate. “We failed today, but there is always tomorrow.”
Once she was gone, the dome vanished letting the night shine down. This was followed by the lights coming back on signaling an end to this invasion.
Canterlot: Warehouse
Flash and Blaze faced off while preparing to activate their duel disk. What the pair hadn’t noticed was the black and white portal opening off to the side nor had they noticed Sunset step out activating her duel disk at the same time as them.
(Flash 4000/Sunset 4000/Blaze 4000)
Flash noticed the life points and went wide eyed. “No…”
Blaze was confused. “Who’s Sunset?”
“You should have given up when you had the chance Flash.” Sunset approached and came to stand across from them. “If you had just given up on dueling, Lady Nightmare would have let you go. Now, I will break you again.”
The black house appeared around them.
“This is dark magic.” Blaze looked around. “That’s half the magic of him.” At that moment, she heard a familiar whistling in her mind. “I see, so it is time to repay my debt. Very well then.”
“Talking with Sunset is useless, and I’m not entirely certain I can beat her.” Flash looked to Blaze. “Maybe I don’t need to go this alone.” He nodded. “Blaze, I know we need to have a duel for that information, but you got to listen to me.
This is a Shadow Game, and Sunset over there is the one behind it. If you want us to have our duel, I need your help to defeat her. If we work together, then I’m certain she won’t defeat us for this Lady…”
“I’m sorry Flash.” Blaze shook her head. “This duel, I am on no one’s team but my own. That girl’s appearance changes nothing except for the fact that I now have two opponents. This is a Duel Royal.”
“Looks like your teammate has abandoned you Flash.” Sunset chuckled darkly. “Just like all your friends, brother, mother, father, and the girl you love.”
“I have to duel alone.” Flash looked at the ground in shock. “I have to duel two people who’ve shown that they can beat me every which way to Sunday.”
He looked at the house made of darkness as memories of that night came to him. Every life point he’d lost to Sunset. The Knight user couldn’t help but shake as phantom pains from that night flowed through his body.
“What’s the matter Flash?” Sunset asked. “Giving up already? That’s…”
“No…” Flash stated quietly.
Sunset didn’t quite hear him. “Huh, what was that?”
“No.” Flash, still shaking, looked up at his opponents with a look of determination. “I… I won’t give up. Even if I’m alone, I still have my pride as a duelist, and no duelist should give up until the last card is played.” He drew his starting hand. “I’m going to give this everything I got.”
“Well, seem you’re no quitter.” Sunset clenched her fist angrily. “Just like your grandfather. He didn’t know when to quit either. He just kept pressing on destroying everything and one that got in his way.” She drew her starting hand. “In that case, I’ll just have to make you quit!”
“I don’t know what your history is with each other, and frankly it’d expend too much time to learn it.” Blaze stated plainly as she drew her starting hand. “Fact is, all I care about right now is winning this duel and repaying a debt I owe someone.” 
Roof of the Warehouse
Omega had appeared on the roof and was here to observe tonight’s events. “The first proper step to turn Flash down the right path is underway.”
Inside the House of Darkness
“You’ll be going first Flash, and you can even draw a card if you want.” Sunset smirked. “Not that it’ll be much help in the long run.”
“I need to pull out all the stops just to survive because my opponents are both extremely skilled.” Flash drew. “I’ll set my Pendulum Scale with Scale 1 Purple Poison Knight and Scale 8 Black Fang Knight.”
A knight with short purple hair and purple armor, and a warrior with black hair and black armor appeared in the blue pillars.
“Flash went and got himself a new deck with Pendulums, huh?” Sunset scoffed. “It won’t be enough.”
“Swing pendulum of my soul. Carve an arc through space and time. Pendulum summon Odd-Eyes Pendulum Dragon(LV 7/2500/2000) and Odd-Eyes Phantom Dragon(LV 7/2500/2000).” A red dragon and a purple dragon with bone armor appeared within blue pillars.
“I now overlay my two monsters. Dragon with dichromatic eyes and temperature of absolute 0 descend. Xyz summon Odd-Eyes Absolute Dragon(Rank 7/O 2/2800/2500).” A brown dragon with ice scales all over his body appeared. “I then set one card.”
“Alright, my turn.” Sunset drew.
“Let’s see what you can do.” Blaze commented plainly. “This girl doesn’t sit right with me.”
 
“I don’t need your words to spur me to action.” Sunset declared. “I’ll summon Volcanic Blaze(LV 4/1500/700).” A small, round, and red ball on fire appeared. “Since it’s my Main Phase, this little guy lets me add a random Volcanic monster from my deck to my hand.”
A card slotted out of her deck and she took it. “I was hoping for a monster that Blaze could tune, but this works. Since I added this card through Blaze’s effect, I can special summon what I added. Come forth Volcanic Slicer(LV 4/1800/1200).”
A beige with white armor bipedal monster appeared.
“Two level four monsters.” Flash grit his teeth. “This isn’t good.”
“Glad to see you remember what these monsters make.” Sunset stated with a smile. “First, Slicer deals an opponent of mine 500 life points of damage. I’ll choose you to take that damage Flash (Flash 3500).” Flash grunted in pain.
“Now, I overlay my two level four monsters.” Sunset continued. “When two Volcanics become one, they create a pyro monster of arcane might. Xyz Summon Volcanic Sorcerer(R 4/O 2/1800/1600).”
A large black and red humanoid with bandages infused with arcane magic appeared. “By detaching 1 overlay unit, I can send the top three cards of my deck to the graveyard. For every Volcanic monster sent to the grave this way, I can deal my opponents 500 life points.”
Volcanic Sorcerer(R 4/O 1/1800/1600)
 
“Every opponent, huh?” Blaze commented simply. “Interesting. Show us what you got.”
“With pleasure.” Sunset drew the top three cards and showed them to her opponents with a smirk. “I’m sending the monsters Volcanic Rocket, Ferocity, and Commander to my grave meaning you both take 1500 life points of damage.”
Sorcerer put his hands together as he generated two rings of fire imbued with archaic magic. He then fired them at Flash and Blaze. Each one nailed their respective duelist hard in the stomach winding them and sending the pair skidding.
(Flash 2000)
 
(Blaze 2500)
“I’m not done quite yet.” Sunset declared. “I activate Volcanic Fusion. With this card, I can Fusion summon a Volcanic monster, and if my opponent controls a monster form the extra deck, I can use one material in my grave provided I banish both materials.
So, I will combine Slicer from my grave with another Commander from my hand. Volcanic who won’t stay dead and is reborn every time will descend. Fusion summon Volcanic Phoenix(LV 7/2700/2200).”
A fiery phoenix appeared. “When she is Fusion summoned, I gain 500 life points for every monster on the field. I count three so that’s 1500 for me.” (Sunset 5500). “Now my Phoenix will attack Flash’s Absolute Dragon!”
“I detach one of Absolute Dragon’s overlay units to negate your attack.” Odd-Eyes Absolute Dragon(R 7/O 1/2800/2000). “Go Ice Shield!”
Odd-Eyes glowed with ice blue energy as it erected a shield of ice before Flash protecting him.
“Well, looks like someone is lucky.” Sunset stated. “I set two cards and end my turn.”
“My move then.” Blaze drew. ““I will summon Orichalcos Prism(LV 2/600/0).” A green, prism appeared floating on her field. “Whenever I summon one, I can special summon two more from my hand or deck.” Orichalcos Prism(LV 2/600/0)x2. “In exchange for not attacking, my Prisms can deal half their ATK as effect damage to my opponents.”
(Flash 1100)
(Sunset 4600)
Flash cried out in pain as he slammed into the wall of the house while Sunset managed to hold her ground.
“This is really bad right now. I’m lower than both my opponents, Sunset has two Extra Deck Mosnters on her field, and Blaze’s turn is still going.” Flash was worried as he began to stand. “What am I supposed to do?”
“Is that all you got.” Sunset smirked. “I thought you were supposed to be second best.” She waved her hand. “Guess I see why that is.”
“I do not rise to the taunts of others.” Blaze stated plainly. “That said, my turn isn’t over. I activate Ritual of the Orichalcos. This spell card can be used to Ritual summon any Orichalcos Ritual monster so long as their levels equal or exceed that of the one I wish to summon.
I will tribute all three of my prisms on the field along with the Orichalcos Lord in my hand to exceed the level requirement. Orichalcos Dragon who strikes all descend to my field. Ritual summon Blue-Eyes Max Orichalcos Dragon(LV 8/4000/0).”
A colossal, green dragon with blue eyes and a huge wingspan appeared roaring.
“Blaze has a ritual, Orichalcos version of Chaos Max Dragon.” Flash stared at the monster in shock. “Really, how powerful is she?”
“Not bad… I suppose.” Sunset commented.
“Again, I’m not done.” Blaze declared. “This card was once used to steal souls, but now it is the ultimate power for any Orichalcos deck. I activate the Seal of Orichalcos.” The green circle with ancient text appeared on the field.” This grants all my monster’s 500 more ATK.”
Blue-Eyes Max Orichalcos Dragon(LV 8/4500/0 effect)
“Not only that, but since Seal of Orichalcos is on the field, Max Orichalcos Dragon can attack all of my opponent’s monsters once each.” That shocked both Flash and Sunset. “Go, True Orichalcos Burst!”
Blue-Eyes Max Orichalcos Dragon fired off a breath attack at every monster opposing it.
“I detach my dragon’s last overlay unit negating the attack launched at him!” Flash declared. “Go Ice Shield!”
The shield of ice protected Flash and Odd-Eyes once more.
Odd-Eyes Absolute Dragon(Rank 7/O 0/2800/2500)
(Sunset 100)
Sunset screamed in agony as she was knocked into the wall. The girl refused to stand down even considering all the damage she took.
The Volcanic user slowly rose back to her feet panting. “Alright, looks like I underestimated you.” She walked back into place. “Still, this isn’t the end. I’ll finish you both off on my next turn and bring this all to an end.”
“You can try.” Blaze stated. “I set two cards and end my turn. You’re up Flash.”
Flash was wide eyed and terrified out of his mind. Even with this being a different duel, and Sunset on the brink of defeat, he couldn’t stop thinking of his last duel with the girl he had loved. 
“I can’t lose again… I won’t lose again… I don’t want to fall here… What do I do?” Flash gripped his head as his breathing intensified. “What do I do!?”
With Omega
Omega chuckled to himself. “Looks like he’s at a sufficient point.” The usually dark hood now displayed one black glowing eye and one white glowing eye. “I will help you.”
Flash’s Mind
Flash suddenly found himself standing in the darkness alone; however, in his current state this only caused him to panic worse than he already was from the duel. Heck, in his current state, he was thinking this was the Shadow Realm or he was dead.
That’s when it started. Everything. His mind replayed every instance of people leaving him. People he used to and still cared for on varying levels. He saw his mother walking out of the apartment the last time he saw her.
“Flash, look after your little brother for me.” Somnambula stated.
 
“Look after him.” Flash was confused and concerned when he noticed his mom seemed sad. “I mean, yeah I’ll look after Forward, but are you okay?”
 
“I… I…” She walked over and knelt before Flash. “Flash, you know I’m a strong duelist, right?”
“Ok course, I do.” Flash nodded. “You’re only second to dad. Mom, what’s going on?”
 
“I didn’t want to do this Flash, but my skills are needed.” Somnambula stated. “In the end, I’m not sure my skills will be enough. I may not make it back.”
 
“Wh-What do you mean?” Flash asked.
“There’s a duelist whose using his skills to cause a lot of pain to people, and someone skilled needs to step up to stop him.” Somnambula stated. “I should only be gone for a day.”
 
At the time, Flash was much younger and didn’t really understand. His mom wasn’t helping between asking him to look out for Forward and saying she should only be gone for a day.
“I don’t understand.” Flash stated.
 
 “Flash, no matter what happens, your father, you, and Forward were the best things to happen to me.” Somnambula pulled him into a hug. “I’m sorry I can’t explain more, but hopefully, one day, you’ll understand that I’ve done what I’ve done because I love you all.”
She let go, stood, and walked out the door.
“I don’t…” Flash looked around the apartment. “Mom…” He threw open the door and ran into the hallway, but she wasn’t there. “Mom!”
 
It just kept going. His friends turning on him when their decks were found in his locker, Sunset turning on him in that park, his father being taken like his mother, and his brother leaving without so much as a goodbye. Those events kept playing through his mind.
Warehouse
Flash was now clenching his fist after his outburst and grit his teeth as every negative emotion filled his being. Rage, sadness, fear, and beyond. Blue-Eyes Orichalcos Max Dragon was backing away.
“Sunset.” Flash’s tone held a calm rage. “You are after me for what my grandfather did. You decided to punish me for his actions. You claimed to love me only to put me through pain. Blaze. You act as though you are better than those around you just because your skilled. In the end…”
Flash opened his eyes to reveal that the left was glowing white while the right was glowing black. “…You two are insects that are beneath me!” A black and white aura flared up around him. “My turn!” He drew.
Sunset and Blazer were uncertain about what was happening; however, the Volcanic user wasn’t about to back down. “I activate the effect of Volcanic Phoenix(LV 7/2700/2200). On the next Stand-By Phase, after she was destroyed, I can special summon her. Then, I can destroy all spells/traps one of my opponent’s controls. I choose your cards Flash.”
Flash’s Pendulum monsters and set card were destroyed. “Is that all that card does. Pathetic. I banish the trap you just sent to my grave, Breakthrough Skill, and use its effects to negate the effects of Blue-Eyes Max Orichalcos Dragon.
“Max Orichalcos is one of the monsters that doesn’t have protection from effects like that.” Blaze looked at Flash. “What is going on with you Flash? What is this?”
 
“I activate Monster Reborn to special summon Odd-Eyes Pendulum Dragon(LV 7/2500/2000) back from my grave. Then, I set Scale 3 Xiangke Knight in my pendulum zone. “A warrior in white with green accented armor and wielding a duel bladed sword appeared.
Xiangke’s pendulum effect allows me to target a monster with a rank and treat that as if it were a level. I target Odd-Eyes Absolute Dragon(LV 7/O 0/2800/2500). Now, I overlay my two level seven monsters.
Dragon with dichromatic eyes garners new strength to burn all who oppose me with flames of rage! Xyz summon Odd-Eyes Raging Dragon(LV 7/O 2/3000/2500)!” A large, red dragon with wings of fire appeared.
“Odd-Eyes Raging Dragon.” Sunset stared at the dragon in shock.
That only increased as the dragon roared powerfully first cracking the house of darkness before outright shattering it.
“That card is full of negative emotions.” Blaze was genuinely shocked. “I never thought Flash of all people had these feelings.”
“I now detach all of Odd-Eyes Raging Dragon(R 7/O 0/3000/2500)’s overlay units to destroy every other card on the field. Raging then gains 200 ATK for every card destroyed through this effect. I have one Pendulum card while you each have a monster and two set cards. That’s 7 in total for an increase of 1400 ATK.”
Odd-Eyes Raging Dragon(R 7/O 0/4400/2500 effect)
“N-No way.” Sunset stated shocked.
“That’s an impressive card Flash, but it’s not enough to win this duel.” Blaze declared. “You have two opponents and only one…”
“This dragon can attack twice each Battle Phase.” Flash interrupted. “Neither of you get another turn.” Raging Dragon sparked with electricity as his wings heated up. “Odd-Eyes Raging Dragon attack them directly with Destruction Burst of Rage!”
Raging Dragon breathed a mighty stream of destructive power that washed over both Sunset and Blaze. It even destroyed a large portion of the warehouse behind them (Flash 1100/Sunset 0/Blaze 0).
Flash was panting as his dragon dissipated. It was only once the white and black aura faded that the Knight user passed out collapsing to the ground.

	
		Blaze Sol



Outside Harmonious Element Compound, Day…
A mob of reporters and talk show host from various outlets stood outside the compound. Last night’s dome of black magic, and two members of the team being found passed out at a destroyed warehouse, hadn’t gone unnoticed.
Autumn was of course among the crowd. “This is Autumn Blaze, from Blaze Talks, bringing you the latest on what transpired here last night. The owners have been rather silent beyond the bare necessities, and we are left to wonder what happened.
Last night a dome of darkness encompassed Team Harmonious Element’s compound. Attempts were made to get in but proved futile. When the dome vanished, it was revealed that the members were in rough shape while the owners were mentally shaken.
Naturally, precursory questions were asked concerning the members, but each member confirmed that no one part of Harmonious Element caused the injuries. Since then, the compound has sealed itself off with police ensuring no one gets in.
At this time, rumors run rampant, and many speculate that last night has to do with rumors that have always existed around the great duelists of the past. The question is, do you think magic and Shadow Games are involved or is there a more mundane answer…”

Yugioh: Road to Quantum Opening

( watch?v=WXx21ivOCLU)

Don't you dare replace
Your first and only want
(Young Flash Sentry stares up at Flash Industries with his father and brother as Magnus ruffles their hair.)
Don't give up on the chase
Keep holding on!
(Teenage Flash is riding through Canterlot atop a duel runner before coming to a stop outside the open gates of a large complex with multiple buildings.)
Everything had gone to failure
(Young Flash stands in front of Canterlot Middle Schools statue and watches in despair as young Twilight, Fluttershy, Applejack, Rarity, Fluttershy, and Rainbow Dash leave him going separate ways from himself and each other.)
My ambition turned into my broken dreams
(Flash is sent flying outside a building and into the grace outside as lighting arcs through the sky followed by thunder. Soon, it begins to storm on him.)
I left a promise out to die
(Flash kneels beside his younger brother, Forward Base, who is currently crying. He stands before facing Ethan with a determined expression.)
Every word I still remember
(Young Flash is standing on the roof as a young Sunset is waiting for him.)
They've been ringing in my head on full repeat
(The scene transitions to the park at night as Flash stands across from Sunset in shock while she laughs at him. His fists clench and he activate his black duel disc causing a blue energy blade to appear.)
Can't get your talk to ever leave my mind
(Young Flash is panting with tears in his eyes as he stands in the middle of his father's home office with books having been scattered. Anything that could be wrecked was.)
But now, from the clouds
There's a wind that gives me a boost
(Young Flash sits on his knees before a coffee table. Laid out before him is a blank deck of cards, his laptop, and a flash drive. He inserts the flash drive into the computer and plays a video.)
My heart, burning hard
Is about to light my fuse
(Young Flash watches as his father appears on screen. After a moment, his expression changes from sorrow and anger to a proud smile.)
(Let's try again!)
Live in the now and break your confines
Take ahold of this precious time (precious time)
(Flash is in his room as the sun shines through the window and her finishes packing his things. He tucks the blank deck into his deck box before walking out of the room.)
Glory days (glory days)
'Cause your life is not to trade
(Flash is seen walking down the sidewalk with Shadow Lock conversing happily with him before they enter a car and drive off.)
(Let's try again!)
Bring back the color as you advance
Paint it red, and then take a chance (take a chance)
(Young Flash and Shadow Lock stand across from each other in a room of the decaying Duel Sanctuary. Both wield black duel disk as Flash's blue energy blade and Shadow's black energy blade come out.)
Shout it loud (shout it loud)
'Cause your style's worth a bow
(Flash stands outside the sanctuary and stares down the stairs as he imagines a transparent version of his brother running up to meet him before he vanishes. Rather than be sad, Flash gives a small smile before walking back inside.)
Don't you dare replace
Your first and only want
(Teen Flash gets off his duel runner and looks back at the transparent version of his younger self who smiles and gives him a thumbs up before vanishing. Flash smiles and puts his hands in his pockets before walking onto the grounds of the large complex.)
Don't give up on the chase
Keep holding on!
(Flash looks up at the building as he draws closer to the entrance with a look of resolve. He stops as transparent version of the Humane 6 as their current ages appear before him. Flash nods to them before they vanish. He then walks into the building.)

Celestia’s Office
“…One thing is certain. I will continue to cover this story and attempt to gather only the facts. Let us not forget that whatever happened here has greatly impacted Canterlot’s newest team. We are uncertain what this means for their dueling season, but I for one hope they continue.”
Celestia muted the program before leaning forward and rubbing her hands down her face with a sigh. “Shadow Games… What appears to be two factions… Flash and Blaze being found at a warehouse… What is going on?”
“Celestia.” Luna stated as she entered the room. “We need to talk about last night.”
“Sister, what I told you still stands.” Celestia stated. “We are not abandoning Flash Sentry. End of discussion.”
“I don’t want to abandon him either, but it is clear that people are after him.” Luna stated. “Powerful people. Weather we accept it or not, Shadow Games are real, and if we keep him around, everyone else is in danger.”
“I understand, but we already failed him once Luna.” Celestia stated. “We let the world of dueling influence our decision as educators. We suspended him and had to apply that to his permanent record.
That’s only the tip of the iceberg of what he’s suffered through. His parents are gone, he lost his home, he went into seclusion for two years, and his friends and brother ended up abandoning him when he needed them most.”
A white and black portal appeared from which Omega stepped through. “There’s also the fact that those who want Flash don’t have the best of intentions.”
Luna and Celestia were immediately on guard and by each other’s side.
“Who are you?” Celestia asked.
Luna added, “If you’re here to challenge us, I suggest you reconsider.”
“Peace, Celestia and Luna.” Omega removed his hood. “I am not here to challenge you.”
The owners were shocked as staring back at them was an older Flash Sentry. He had the same yellow-orange skin, blue hair, and forest green eyes. He was just 10 years older and had a full, blue beard.
“What manner of trickery is this?” Luna asked.
“There is no trick.” Omega put his hood back up. “You’ve seen that magic is indeed real, and it is what I used to come back to this point in time. The time where everything could be corrected.”
The sisters shared a look.
“What do you mean?” Celestia asked.
A black and white screen appeared in midair before displaying Canterlot, but not as they knew it. The sky was gray, and the ground was lifeless. The city was in ruins. Buildings had collapsed whether it be into each other or on the ground.
“You two ended up booting me from Harmonious Element.” Omega explained. “I lost all hope and the will to duel. Soon after, countless threats arose. Threats no one could beat. Eventually, I took up a deck again, but it was too late.
All I could do was protect whatever was left as the enemies who sought destruction became too much for me to handle. Their skills and decks easily rivaled mine. With things at their worst, I took the last hope for a better future. I came back to fix things.
“The future is really doomed if we kick you out?” Luna asked shocked.
“I ended up becoming a duelist that rivaled any threat, but they rivaled me by the time I got around to dueling them.” Omega shook his head. “The only thing that kept the small group I had safe was my magic which quickly developed under stress.”
“What do we do?” Celestia asked at a loss.
“First things first, you can’t let Flash go.” Omega stated. “Being here and dueling in the World League will advance his skills to the point that he could prevent the future. Secondly, prepare your team to back him up.
A stronger team will make Flash stronger. Thirdly, this is directed at your Luna, do not condemn Astral for the cards he uses. He must remain on this team. It’s not his fault the cards sync up well with him, and he is not him.”
“What do you mean by that?” Luna asked.
“I mean, he is not your enemy and never was.” Omega replied. “Finally, keep my being here a secret never to leave this room. I fear enemies from the future, agents of the Supreme King, are here as well, so I must stay hidden. Do you understand? This future must never come to be.”
Omega then turned towards his portal. “I’m not out to enforce anything.” He walked towards the portal. “I can only hope you heed my warning.” He put his hands in his pockets. “With this, Flash will continue down the path to become me.”
Omega left the sisters with much to discuss. 
Flash’s Dream
“N-No way.” Sunset stated shocked.
 
“That’s an impressive card Flash, but it’s not enough to win this duel.” Blaze declared. “You have two opponents and only one…”
 
“This dragon can attack twice each Battle Phase.” Flash interrupted. “Neither of you get another turn.” Raging Dragon sparked with electricity as his wings heated up. “Odd-Eyes Raging Dragon attack them with Destruction Burst of Rage!”
 
Raging Dragon breathed a mighty stream of destructive power that washed over both Sunset and Blaze. It even destroyed a large portion of the warehouse behind them.
Hospital, Flash’s Room…
Flash screamed as he bolted awake and looked at his surrounding breathing rapidly. “I’m in a hospital room… No. No. No. I didn’t…” He spotted his deck box next to his bed, grabbed it, and got his extra deck out before spotting the card. “Odd-Eyes Raging Dragon…”
Given Flash’s scream, it wasn’t long before doctors came to check on him.
Later…
Flash had played along to the best of his abilities, but he was shaken. Even more so once he got the doctors talking. He knew he damaged that warehouse, but apparently it was perfectly fine. What wasn’t fine were the people he harmed… At least one of them.
Blaze had been brought to the same hospital as him while no one else had been found with him. That meant Sunset was out there. While her being out their terrified Flash, as she could come for him again, a small part of him was glad she was able to walk away from what he did.
He was immensely glad that both his opponents were alive. He had no idea what he’d have done if his actions led to someone’s death. Not matter how he felt towards Sunset, he never wanted her to die. Even after all this time, and everything she did, a part of him wanted to protect her.
Once the doctors were gone, and those thoughts played through his head reputedly, Flash rubbed his head frantically. “What is wrong with me? What the hell is going on? The anger I felt… no destroyed warehouse where there should be one… Sunset. “
He thought all his feelings for that girl left him the moment she defeated him in that Shadow Game. Apparently, a part of him still loved her like he did years ago. That feeling made him angry and happy. Ultimately, he was starting to develop a headache over it.
Flash buried his face in his hands. “Why me?”
“Am I interrupting.” Blaze asked as plainly as ever.
Flash turned to the doorway to see Blaze standing in his room’s doorway. She was dressed in her normal clothes, but her body was wrapped in bandages.
“Blaze.” Flash felt immense guilt for her current state. “I know it can’t make up for…”
“No.” Blaze pulled up a chair to his bed side. “You have nothing to apologize for because what you did last night gave me clarity.” She crossed her arms. “Honestly, I thank you because what you did opened my eyes to what I must do.”
Flash wasn’t sure what to make of this. “What do you mean?”
“I’ll answer you, but first a question.” Blaze leaned back in her chair. “Are you still curious to know about my past? You more than earned the right to hear it.”
“I… uh… I guess.” Flash rubbed his head. “Sorry, I’m just a little caught off guard. Really didn’t expect someone to thank me for what I did.”
They honestly shouldn’t in his opinion.
“That is of little importance now.” Blaze stated. “Anyways, I suppose I should start at the beginning… 
Blaze’s Story: Canterlot Warehouse, 3 Year’s Ago…
As I told you before our duel, I woke up in a warehouse with fuzzy memories and a name. Blaze Sol. Again, I’m not sure that’s even my name to begin with. Nearby, I found a duel disk and deck. Realistically, I was lost, but he was there…
Blaze looked pretty much the same as she does today save a few inches shorter.
She was currently looking at the duel disk and deck. “These things…” She put the duel disk on. “There used for dueling… I can duel. I can duel well.”
“Hey, I wasn’t expecting to find someone in my hideout.” A male voice stated.
Blaze whirled around with her duel disk at the ready. She was now facing a boy around her age with ocean blue skin, forest green hair, and matching eyes. He wore a pair of blue jeans, a gray shirt, and a brown vest.
The boy put his hands up with a smile. “Whoa, you got the look of a serious duelist.” He chuckled. “I was just surprised to see someone else in here is all. Uhm… I know. How about we introduce ourselves. My name is Nova. What’s yours?”
Blaze raised an eyebrow before determining this guy was no threat. “My name is Blaze Sol… At least, I think it is.”
“You think?” Nova was concerned. “What do you mean?”
“It’s the only clear thing in my mind.” Blaze looked at her duel disk. “That, and the fact that I duel well.”
“You duel well, huh?” Nova rubbed his chin before smiling. “I got it! You and I should duel.”
“Duel you?” Blaze asked.
“Yeah!” Nova nodded. “I read it in a history book. The rival of Yusei Fudo, Jack Atlas, once said that the way a duelist duels can reveal who they truly are. If we duel, maybe it’ll help you remember who you are.”
Blaze looked at her duel disk before sighing. “I guess it’s worth a shot.”
“Awesome!” Nova ran back from her and turned to face his opponent before holding out a fist. “Alright, let’s give this duel our best!”
Later…
(Blaze 3000/Nova 1000)
Blaze’s Turn: Main Phase 1
(0 Cards in hand) Nova’s Field
Elemental Hero Darkbright(LV 6/2000/1000)
(1 Card in hand) Blaze’s Field
1 set card
“Alright Blaze, you’ve got skill, but it all comes down to how well you can use what you have.” Nova smiled. “Show me an amazing turn.”
“Just you wait Nova because with the cards I have, this duel is finished.” Blaze smiled. “I first activate Call of the Haunted to revive my Scrap Dragon(LV 8/2800/2000).” A metal dragon made of scrap appeared. “I then normal summon Scrap Mind Reader(LV 1/0/0).”
A machine monster made of junk appeared. “Now, Mind Reader will give my dragon a tune up to Synchro for 9. Dragon of the scrap absorbs more junk to become twice as deadly. Synchro summon Scrap Twin Dragon(LV 9/3000/2200).” A two headed scrap dragon appeared.
Nova smiled. “Now, that’s what I’m talking about!”
“Scrap Dragon destroy Darkbright with Scrap Devastation!” Blaze declared.
The dragon heads breathed scrap down upon Darkbright destroying him (Blaze 3000/Nova 0).
Nova laughed. “Man, I got my butt handed to me.” He approached Blaze. “Still, you do duel well. Really well.” He smiled. “So, anything? Blaze just shook her head in response. “Man, that’s a bummer.”
“Honestly, I’m not sure I really care about my memories.” Blaze shrugged. “If they don’t want to return, so be it.”
“Blaze, you can’t think like that. Life has no meaning if you don’t care.” Nova gave her a beaming smiled. “Promise me you’ll never stop caring. If someone with your skills cared, you could do a lot for those around you.”
“I suppose you make sense.” Blaze stated.
“Well, since you don’t have your memories, what are you going to do now?” Nova asked.
“I’m not sure.” Blaze replied. “I don’t really have a plan.”
Nova got an idea. “Since you have nowhere to go, how about you join my team.”
“Your team?” Blaze asked.
“Uh huh.” Nova nodded. “Neo Satisfaction. Right now, we are in a city called Canterlot, and in its worse part. The cops rarely come out here because they’re not skilled enough to bring order.” He pointed at himself. “That’s where Neo Satisfaction comes in.
I may be by myself right now, but one day I’ll unite this part of Canterlot while cleaning it up.” He chuckled and rubbed the back of his head. “Unfortunately, I haven’t had the best time recruiting people. So, what do you say?”
“Well, I have nothing better to do, and this is technically the only home I remember.” Blaze nodded. “Alright, I’m in.”
“Together, we’ll turn this place around.” Nova nodded. “You can even train me. With your help, I can become not just an inspirational leader, but a skilled one to boot.”
“I suppose I can do that.” Blaze smiled. “You know, maybe that’s my place in Neo Satisfaction. I can be the trainer and make sure everyone duels at their best.”
“I like it.” Nova put an arm around her shoulder. “Alright, this is Neo Satisfaction’s true beginning. Mark my words Blaze. Together, we’ll shape this city for the better.”
From then on, Nova and I were a team. In all honestly, he became my family. Once he started training, our leader acquired the skill to back his words causing people to flock to Neo Satisfaction.
 
We began making moves. Taking down the wrong doers, taking care of our people, and giving kids a sense of normalcy that they couldn’t have before. Honestly, things were great until she arrived…
Blaze was dressed much like Nova as the pair were handing out rations to families. These days, with more people joining, there was more to go around.
“I can feel it Blaze.” Nova smiled. “We’re close to making this place safe. That dream we set out to achieve three months ago is at hand, and it’s thanks to our meeting.”
“You don’t need to tell me that.” Blaze smirked. “Mr. Summon Trap.”
“Hey, that was in the early stages of training.” Nova defended. “I’ve gotten better since then.”
“Yeah, yeah.” Blaze waved him off. “Honestly, it’s a miracle our duel went as well as it did.”
Suddenly, civilians and Neo Satisfaction members alike were yelling or gasping drawing the pairs attention. They pushed past the crowd only to see a member of their team collapse on the ground. It was a young man with light blue skin, long, dark blue hair, and green eyes.
Nova and Blaze noticed his current state with the leader kneeling by his side. “Soren, what happened to you man?” He was clearly injured and in pain. “Who did this to you?”
“I’m sorry Nova.” Soren looked up at him. “Our patrol was hit by a single person. Her deck was unlike anything we’ve seen before. My men stayed behind to hold her off, but they won’t last long. Just down… the road.”
He passed out.
“A single woman did this to Soren.” Blaze commented.
“Someone needs to grab Soren and take him with them.” Nova stood and addressed his men. “I also want every civilian ushered safely back their home. You are to guard them and await further orders.” He looked down the road. “I’m going to go greet our intruder.”
“I should come with you.” Blaze stated.
“No, you should make sure everyone’s safe.” Nova stated. “If I can’t beat whoever did this, it’ll be up to you to stop her.” He beamed at her. “Of course, I have no intention of losing, so you probably won’t get the chance.”
Blaze looked at Soren who was now over the shoulder of another team member. “I’m not sure about this Nova.” She shook her head. “No one else we’ve faced has left one of our own like this.”
“You are right, but that’s why I must go.” Nova was angry which was something Blaze had never seen before. “Whoever did this to my friends has earned my ire.” He clenched his fist. “I’ll teach them a lesson for messing with my people.”
Blaze nodded. “Alright, I’ll be waiting here just in case she makes it past you.”
Storm clouds began to roll in overhead and the distant sounds of thunder could be heard.
“Yeah.” Nova took off. “I’ll be back!”
That was the last time I say my first friend alive…
 
Blaze stood in the middle of the street looking in the direction her friend had gone in. She’d been waiting for a while before a muscular, tall woman with dark orange skin covered in numerous scars walked down the road carrying something in her arms.
She had long, light orange hair and golden colored irises. Her attire consisted of an orange tank top, brown cargo pants, and black combat boots. She stopped across from Blaze who stared at what was in her arms in shock. She was holding Nova’s limp body.
The woman threw him causing Blaze to act as she moved into place to catch him. “No, please don’t be…” Blaze had quickly lain him out and felt for a pulse before finding nothing. “No.”
Tears started to form in her eyes.
“Y’know, that kid there managed to duel me five times.” The woman crossed her arms. “Every time I laid him out on the ground, he rose to duel me again. He may not have been skilled, but I can commend strength when I see it.”
“Shut up.” Blaze stated quietly.
“It’s not like I go around taking lives for fun.” The woman responded simply. “It just tends to happen from time to time even when I end up warning them. He didn’t heed the warning, so he paid the price. That’s just how it is. That’s how life works.”
“I said…” She stood and whirled around with an expression of pure rage. “… shut up! You do not get to treat taking a life like a trivial matter and throw around the body of someone who fought hard to bring better lives to everyone around them.”
“Oh, you have a real fire about your girl.” The woman smirked. “Y’know, before he died, he said someone named Blaze would take me down. Are you her?”
“Yeah, I am.” She walked away from Nova’s body and stood across from the woman. “My name is Blaze Sol, and you won’t get away with this, you monster!”
“Yes, keep that anger about your girl.” She smiled. “My name is Broken Mirror, and I want you to show me what you can achieve.”
They both activated their duel disks as it started to rain.
(Blaze 4000/Broken 4000)
“I’ll be going first, and I’ll start with the classic T-set.” Blaze declared.
“I’m not impressed.” Broken stated.
“Just take your turn already.” Blaze snapped.
“Very well.” Broken drew. “I’ll start by normal summoning Night Express Knight(LV 10/0/3000 effect).” A huge, machine knight attached to a train appeared.
“A level 10 monster!?” Blaze questioned in shock.
“This is the power of my deck.” Broken declared. “With this deck, summoning level ten monsters is as easy as summoning levels one through four are for other people. Night Express Knight can be normal summon without tribute, but his ATK is zeroed out.
Next, since I summoned an Earth Machine-Type monster, I can special summon Heavy Freight Train Derricrane(LV 10/1400/1000 effect), but his ATK and DEF are halved.” A large, orange train appeared. “Now, I overlay my two level ten monsters.
Appear Superdreadnought Rail Cannon Gustav Max(R 10/3000/3000).” A colossal weapon on three tracks appeared. “Every turn, I can detach one overlay unit to deal you 2000 life points of damage. Go, Cataclysmic Canon!”
Blaze was fired upon and felt the blow as it knocked her off her feet (Blaze 2000/Broken 4000). “Real Damage…” She slammed into the ground but slowly rose not to long after. “How…”
“Ever heard of the Shadow Games of the past?” Broken questioned. “I don’t have nearly enough magic to imitate one, but I do have just enough to make every attack we deal real. I take a duel and turn it into combat. That is my style!”
Blaze looked at Nova’s body. “This is what she did to you, yet you kept rising to challenge her four more times after your first. Nova, I will defeat her.”
 
“Now, Gustav will destroy your face down monster.” Broken declared. “Fire!” Turbo Booster was blown off the field. “It’s your turn.”
“At this point, most of my monsters aren’t going to do well against a machine like that, but there is one monster I can summon to defeat it.” Blaze looked at her deck. “I just need to draw the final combo piece to make it happen.” She drew. “I normal summon Turbo Rocket(LV 2/0/0).”
A red monster with rockets appeared. “I’ll then activate my face down Call of the Haunted allowing me to revive Turbo Booster(LV 1/0/0).” A yellow machine monster appeared. “Rocket will give Booster a Tuner-Up to Synchro for 3. Canon which obliterates my enemies appear!
Synchro summon Turbo Rocket Canon(LV 3/0/0).” A white and yellow monster with rocket launchers appeared. “This monster allows me to destroy a monster you control and deal damage equal to that destroyed monster’s ATK. I target Gustav. Go Rocket Bombardment!”
Rocket Canon aimed at Gustav Max before firing, and Broken was blasted back (Blaze 2000/Broken 1000). “Finally, one of you Neo Satisfaction people have a little bite to you.” She began to rise seeming only slightly worse for wear. “As you are now, you don’t stand a chance.”
“We’ll just see about that.” Blaze declared. “I activate my spell, Book of Moon. This card will flip my Turbo Rocket Canon to face down defense position. Now, I end my turn.”
“Time to end this.” Broken drew. “I summon Flying Pegasus Railroad Stampede(LV 4/1800/1000).” A navy blue train being pulled by a machine pegasus appeared. “When this card is summoned, I can target any Earth Machine in my grave and special summon it.
The catch is, it’s summoned in defense position, and their effects are negated. Welcome back Heavy Freight Train Derricrane(LV 10/2800/2000). Now, I’ll activate Pegasus’ other effect allowing me to target another monster on the field.
Then, this monster or the other becomes the other’s respective level. I’ll target Heavy Freight Train Derricrane(LV 4/2800/2000 effect) and make him level four. I build the overlay network with my two monsters. Xyz Summon Heavy Armored Train Ironwolf(R 4/O 2/2200/2200).”
A train shaped like a wolf appeared.
“Compared to what you summoned before; I’m underwhelmed.” Blaze declared.
“Allow me to change your mind.” Broken smirked. “By detaching one overlay unit from this monster, I can target any Machine monster I control, and for the cost of being unable to attack with anyone but that monster, that monster can attack you directly.”
No…” Blaze stepped back in shock. “No!”
“Yes.” Broken declared. “Ironwolf will attack you directly!” Ironwolf slammed into Blaze knocking her flat on her back (Blaze 0/Broken 1000). “We have just spoken the universal language of skill and power. It is the only thing that matters in this life.”
Blaze heard those words while feeling immense pain all over her body. “Nova… you experienced something like this five times over before caving in.” Her vision was blurring. “I can’t even… get up… after one.”
Blaze lost consciousness.
When I did regain consciousness, I was somehow on the roof of a nearby building with no idea who put me up there. From there I observed two things. My deck was gone, and the ground level was in utter chaos.
 
Unconscious Neo Satisfaction members and citizens who dueled where we failed were being loaded into ambulances while cops were getting statements from whomever was awake. Nova’s body was on a gurney and covered by a tarp…
What she didn’t tell him was that Omega had saved her, but that was part of her debt she owed.
Flash’s Room: Present…
“… On that day, I came to a conclusion.” Blaze continued. “People like Nova don’t belong in this world. People like him will fight the losing battle beyond it ever making sense. In the end, they’re just a fleeting ember.
I let Nova sway my heart to his cause, and you now know where it landed me. After that day, I swore to forgo everything Nova taught me and walk the road of power. Once I’m strong enough, I’ll make Broken pay for that day to put Nova behind me for good.”
“So, that’s why you butt heads with Astral more than anyone else.” Flash shook his head in disbelief. “Blaze, I’m…”
“I will not accept pity.” Blaze stood up. “Since you know my past, it’s yours to do with as you please.” She took out a deck box and sat it on the nearby table. “As for what I must do now… I’m leaving Harmonious Element behind me.”
Flash looked at her in shock. “What?”
“You heard me Sentry.” Blaze plainly stated. “There’s another team out there for me, and I intend to join it.” She walked away. “As soon as I’m able, I’ll resign from the team, and mention that you should be team captain.”
“Blaze, you can’t abandon the team.” Flash stated. “Celestia and Luna need you.”
“They’ll get by fine with you.” Blaze stopped at the doorway. “Flash, my rival, Harmonious Element is yours. Farewell.”
Flash couldn’t believe this. He knew his actions last night inspired this change in Blaze. Because of him, Harmonious Element just lost its most skilled duelist. He put his head in his hands.
“Even though I don’t like what happened last night, I got to keep dueling.” Flash stated. “Harmonious Element’s going to need me, and I can’t let them down.”
Just then, he heard footsteps running towards his room.
“You can’t run in the hospital! Sir!”
Flash looked at his doorway just as Shadow ran into the room panting. His uncle was dressed in a white shirt with black pants. The surrogate uncle and nephew stared at each other for a second.
“Uncle Shadow?” Flash questioned.
“You’re okay Flash!” Shadow ran over and hugged his nephew. “When I heard you were found unconscious, and admitted to the hospital, I came as soon as I could.”
When Shadow said he’d drop everything to come running, Flash didn’t expect him to come this quickly. Regardless, the Knight user was extremely happy that his uncle was here. He gladly hugged the man back.
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Don't you dare replace
Your first and only want
(Young Flash Sentry stares up at Flash Industries with his father and brother as Magnus ruffles their hair.)
Don't give up on the chase
Keep holding on!
(Teenage Flash is riding through Canterlot atop a duel runner before coming to a stop outside the open gates of a large complex with multiple buildings.)
Everything had gone to failure
(Young Flash stands in front of Canterlot Middle Schools statue and watches in despair as young Twilight, Fluttershy, Applejack, Rarity, Fluttershy, and Rainbow Dash leave him going separate ways from himself and each other.)
My ambition turned into my broken dreams
(Flash is sent flying outside a building and into the grace outside as lighting arcs through the sky followed by thunder. Soon, it begins to storm on him.)
I left a promise out to die
(Flash kneels beside his younger brother, Forward Base, who is currently crying. He stands before facing Ethan with a determined expression.)
Every word I still remember
(Young Flash is standing on the roof as a young Sunset is waiting for him.)
They've been ringing in my head on full repeat
(The scene transitions to the park at night as Flash stands across from Sunset in shock while she laughs at him. His fists clench and he activate his black duel disc causing a blue energy blade to appear.)
Can't get your talk to ever leave my mind
(Young Flash is panting with tears in his eyes as he stands in the middle of his father's home office with books having been scattered. Anything that could be wrecked was.)
But now, from the clouds
There's a wind that gives me a boost
(Young Flash sits on his knees before a coffee table. Laid out before him is a blank deck of cards, his laptop, and a flash drive. He inserts the flash drive into the computer and plays a video.)
My heart, burning hard
Is about to light my fuse
(Young Flash watches as his father appears on screen. After a moment, his expression changes from sorrow and anger to a proud smile.)
(Let's try again!)
Live in the now and break your confines
Take ahold of this precious time (precious time)
(Flash is in his room as the sun shines through the window and her finishes packing his things. He tucks the blank deck into his deck box before walking out of the room.)
Glory days (glory days)
'Cause your life is not to trade
(Flash is seen walking down the sidewalk with Shadow Lock conversing happily with him before they enter a car and drive off.)
(Let's try again!)
Bring back the color as you advance
Paint it red, and then take a chance (take a chance)
(Young Flash and Shadow Lock stand across from each other in a room of the decaying Duel Sanctuary. Both wield black duel disk as Flash's blue energy blade and Shadow's black energy blade come out.)
Shout it loud (shout it loud)
'Cause your style's worth a bow
(Flash stands outside the sanctuary and stares down the stairs as he imagines a transparent version of his brother running up to meet him before he vanishes. Rather than be sad, Flash gives a small smile before walking back inside.)
Don't you dare replace
Your first and only want
(Teen Flash gets off his duel runner and looks back at the transparent version of his younger self who smiles and gives him a thumbs up before vanishing. Flash smiles and puts his hands in his pockets before walking onto the grounds of the large complex.)
Don't give up on the chase
Keep holding on!
(Flash looks up at the building as he draws closer to the entrance with a look of resolve. He stops as transparent version of the Humane 6 as their current ages appear before him. Flash nods to them before they vanish. He then walks into the building.)
Harmonious Element Compound
Astral was sitting against a tree looking at his Galaxy-Eyes Photon Dragon, Galaxy-Eyes Cipher Dragon, and Neo-Galaxy-Eyes Cipher Dragon. “I know I don’t call on you like I should, but when I needed you, you were there for me. I sincerely thank you.” Unlike with Nova, he heard roaring in his head, but Astral didn’t need words to understand his cards. “I know. I just wish I could use you guys like any other card.”
“Astral what are you doing?” Twilight asked confused.
“Huh, Twilight?” Astral put his cards away before standing up. “What are you doing up and about? You should be in bed resting.”
“The same could be said for you, and it’s not like we were forbidden from wondering the grounds.” Twilight stated. “Just kept within these walls for the time being. Anyways, you didn’t answer my question.”
“Oh, I was thanking my dragons for answering me when I needed them.” Astral rubbed his head with a frown. “They understand the situation we’re in, but I still want them to know I appreciate their help.”
“You mean because of Cipher?” Twilight asked.
Astral nodded. “He’s the reason I don’t use them among other cards I have.” 
Twilight shook her head. “Before last night, I wouldn’t have bought duelist could talk to their cards, but I guess I got to keep an open mind now.” She looked at Astral. “You know, I didn’t think you’d be the type to worry what others would think of you.”
“I can understand that, and that’s not entirely the case.” Astral stated. “Back in my old village, I was kind of overlooked. My best friends were the better duelists, and they taught me what they knew. In the end, anything I achieved was chalked up to their training.
Never mind the hours of hard work I put into mastering my deck and understanding the game. Then, my friends ended up leaving me behind. At that point, I was treated fine, but overlooked.” He gripped his shirt where his heart was. “That hurt a lot.
I suppose that’s when I became who I am. It’s still me, and I act in a way I can be proud of. I would aim for the top and make it impossible for others to ignore me. One day, I received a package containing cards that spoke to me like the others in my deck do.
The thing is, they were cards used by The Cipher, and there was no name attached to them. I really did want to use these cards, but ever since my friends left, I’ve wanted to forge new bonds. In the end, I decided it’d be best not to use them.”
“I see.” Twilight nodded. “Astral, I don’t know what other people may think, but I never saw The Cipher when you summoned those dragons. To me, you were just Astral. To me, Astral is someone who cares enough to play monsters that have gotten a bad rap.
He’s also someone that shouldn’t be afraid to play every aspect of his deck. The reason being that no matter what others may think, his rival will have his back moving forwards.” She nodded. “No matter what people say, continue to be you.”
“I never intended on letting people dissuade me anyways.” Astral smiled. “Thank you, Twilight.” He nodded. “I think it’s time these dragons got a better rap. Bring them back to the days of Kite Tenjo rather than having them associated with Cipher.”
“That’s the spirit.” Twilight nodded. “If you want, I could help you reforge your deck.”
“That gives me a great idea.” Astral smiled. “The two of us should help each other in creating better decks. Beyond that, let’s aim for the top together.” He held out a fist. “What do you say?”
“I agree; however, fist bumping isn’t really my thing.” Twilight stated.
“Okay, then how about a handshake?” Astral offered as he opened his hand.
Twilight nodded and shook the hand. “That’s more up my alley.”
“Anyways, I was planning on doing some schoolwork right now, but first I wanted to check on how you feel about Flash.” Twilight stated. “Did you mean what you said last night?”
“Who do you think I am?” Astral beamed. “When you say something, you got to mean it. The moment you go back on your word, it loses value. I may not have known the guy for long, but Flash is my friend. If people are after him, I got his back. Count on it!”
“I’m glad to hear that.” Twilight smiled and walked away. “We’ll get together soon and work on our decks. If we’re going to back Flash up, we got to become more skilled.”
Cafeteria Kitchen
Zack hadn’t been as injured as his teammates, Saffron, or Spearhead. As such, he was more than able to move around freely and decided he might as well help around the compound. When he arrived at the cafeteria to see if Saffron needed any help, she wasn’t there.
As such, he decided to do more than clean. He found all the ingredients for chicken noddle soup before getting to work. Sure, it was more meant for sick people, but that wasn’t all it was useful for. A warm bowl of soup was sometimes what you needed after a relatively hard time.
At least, that was the tradition around his home. A few hours in, Zack had a creamy broth in which there was chicken, noodles, carrots, and peas. He had been cleaning the kitchen and washing what dishes he could while keeping a careful eye on the meal.
“What is this delicious smell?” Saffron’s voice rang out. “Is someone there?”
There was a thin layer of fear to her voice, but that was understandable given what happened.
“It’s just me Saffron!” Zack called out to reassure her as he finished up what dishes there were. “I’m back here preparing a meal for everyone!”
Saffron entered the kitchen and was shocked to see how clean it was. “Oh my, did you do this Zack?”
“I did.” Zack dried his hands with a towel and moved to stir the soup. “I figured I was one of the few people who got off better from last night’s attack, so I decided to make myself useful. My original plan was to clean, but I got sidetracked. Hopefully, you don’t mind.”
“No, I don’t mind especially because what you made smells great.” Saffron stated. “I had no idea you knew how to cook.”
“I wouldn’t if not for my mother.” Zack stated. “It’s a hobby on her side of the family dating back to my great grandmother. The parent teaches the child how to cook, and through it they develop a bond.
Through that bond, they constantly improve upon a big book of recipes. It continuously gets passed down, improved, and added to. My great grandmother was actually rather fond of soups, and this is a recipe that rarely saw improvement.”
“Fascinating.” Saffron stated. “What about your father? Do you have a type of bond with him?”
“He was never in the World League, but he does duel as a hobby. Whenever I’d see him, he taught me what he knew giving me a solid foundation.” Zack stated. “Without him, I wouldn’t be here.”
“Do you rarely get to see your father?” Saffron asked.
“Oh, I didn’t mean it like that.” Zack stated. “My parents grew into different people, and I was fortunate enough to be born into a family that would have a more amicable divorce than most. Before coming here, for the past five years, I lived with my father or mother monthly.”
“I see.” Saffron stated.
“Hey, enough about me.” Zack stated. “Are you feeling alright after last night?”
“Yes, I am feeling fine.” Saffron stated. “I just can’t believe people like them are after Flash Sentry. He seems like a good person. While I don’t wish for them to take him, I don’t think I can duel like I did last night. Not every time.”
“Not everyone is cut out to duel like that, so I’ll duel enough for the two of us.” Zack stated. “Granted, I barley know Flash, and I wouldn’t call us friends; however, it’s not hard to see that whatever they have planned for the guy is bad news. It’s best they don’t get their hands on him.”
“Thank you, Zack.” Saffron stated. “Is there anything I can do to help?”
A timer went off.
“You can pull out the rolls from the oven.” Zack stated. “Didn’t have time to make any from scratch, but the ones in the packaging should pair decently with the broth.”
Warehouse
Soon after Shadow showed up, Flash was cleared to leave. He immediately ushered the Knight user out a side entrance and to a waiting car. The reason being that reporters had gathered outside the main entrance to wait for Flash and/or Blaze’s departure.
After leaving, Flash had asked his uncle to take him to the warehouse. Shadow had agreed provided his surrogate nephew explained what happened. The Knight user had no problem confiding in this man. As they pulled up to the warehouse, he finished his tale.
“You have no idea what sparked your rage?” Shadow asked.
“I’m just not sure.” Flash shook his head. “It’s all been confusing. One moment I was terrified. The next, I felt every possible negative emotion which became the fuel for Odd-Eyes Ragging Dragon.”
“Is that why we’re here?” Shadow asked. “Are you trying to understand?”
“I don’t know.” Flash shook his head before looking at the warehouse to see that it was perfectly fine. “Maybe I just had to see it to believe it. I know this place was destroyed by me last night.” He put a hand on his head. “Mind if I take a walk?”
“Sure bud.” Shadow put a hand on his shoulder. “I’ll be here when you’re ready to leave.”
Flash smiled gratefully. “Thank you.”
Back of the Warehouse
Flash stared at the warehouse as memories ran through his head. Just before he went unconscious, he could see straight through to the other side of this building. Now, there were no signs of damage.
“I just don’t understand.” Flash stated frustrated. “What am I missing?”
“Got you confused to, huh?” Sunset’s voice rang out next to him.
Flash immediately jumped back and held up his duel disk. He was starting at Sunset who was in much the same condition as Blaze had been. Again, part of him was glad to see her while another part was terrified.
“What are you doing here Sunset?” Flash questioned. “Come for another duel?”
“Relax Flash.” Sunset turned her gaze to the warehouse. “I’m not here for a duel. I’m done.”
“You’re done?” Flash was highly skeptical. “What, you’re not after me anymore? Did your Lady Nightmare lose interest?”
“No, I’m done with her and revenge.” Sunset stated. “Last night’s duel opened my eyes. You opened my eyes.” She nodded. “Quite clearly. All I’ve done was give you a reason to be like the man I despised.
Last night, I saw what revenge could get me, and I thought that attack you did would be the end. My life sure flashed before my eyes. I saw the good and the bad. It put a lot into perspective. Before our duel, I had someone who loved me and six great friends.
Thinking that was my last moment gave me the chance to reflect on my actions. Truly reflect. It made me realize what should have been important.” She looked at Flash. “Believe it or not, I’m done with revenge. It may mean nothing, but I’m sorry.”
“Up until last night, I never thought I could be like you.” Flash stated. “I guess everyone is capable of causing pain weather they realize it or not. I hurt you like you hurt me. The sad thing is, I’m not sure you mean your apology.
For all I know, it’s just a trick to make me lower my guard.” He sighed. “Maybe I’m a fool, but you seem sincere enough. I’ll accept your apology and extend one myself. No matter what I felt, I never wanted you to die Sunset. I’m sorry.”
“Apology accepted.” Sunset walked away. “Anyways, maybe I’ll see you again.”
“What are you going to do now?” Flash asked.
“I’m going to travel around a bit.” Sunset stated. “See where the road takes me while trying to stay ahead of Nightmare. She may not take to kindly to me abandoning her.” She turned around and tossed Flash a note card with a phone number on it. “I may be the last person you want help from, but I owe you that much. If you need a duelist, call me.”
Once she was gone, Flash looked at the phone number and sighed. He tucked the note card away and decided to return to his uncle.
Outside Harmonious Element’s Compound
Shadow pulled the car up to the compound causing Flash to look over at it. By this point, the reporters had been cleared out.
“Are you sure you want to head in there?” Shadow asked. “I don’t think they’d blame you for taking some time given what they know happened.”
“I appreciate that uncle, but Blaze said it best.” Flash stated. “Harmonious Element is my team now, and it’s my fault that’s the case. The least I can do is be the duelist they need. Despite what happened, my taste for dueling hasn’t diminished.”
“Alright bud.” Shadow nodded. “I’ll prepare to head back to the academy, but never be afraid to call if you need someone to talk to.”
Flash smiled. “Thank you, uncle.”
Mess Hall
Flash had been feeling particularly hungry and figured he might as well get something before adjourning to his room. He wanted to make certain what deck Blaze had given him even if he never had any intention of using it.
No offense to Blaze, but Flash’s deck was his for a reason. When he entered the mess hall, he smelt chicken noddle soup and saw that the team had gathered. Well, Blaze was absent. They immediately noticed him with Astral getting up from his seat.
“Hey there Flash.” Astral was beaming and patted him on the back. “Good to see you’re alright.” He nodded. “Seems as though those Agents of Nightmare found you, but it wasn’t any of us who told them. Believe me.”
“Agents of Nightmare.” Flash was shocked. “Wait, people working for Nightmare attacked here as well!?”
“Astral.” Twilight shook her head. “We talked about easing him into that information.”
“I’m fairly certain we also discussed giving the guy his space.” Zack walked out of the kitchen wearing an apron and carrying a bowl of soup with a roll. “By the way, this is your first serving.” He set it at the table with the others. “There is plenty, so eat to your heart’s content.”
“Sorry you two.” Astral chuckled. “I was happy to see him, so I kind of forgot.”
“I was originally planning on not revealing what happened to keep them out of this, but that’s no longer an option.” Flash rubbed his head with a sigh. “Looks like we have a lot to discuss.”
Later…
As the group had diner, they shared what happened to each other last night. This included Flash talking about his rage, and Astral talking about his Galaxy cards. Despite what most assumed, Astral wasn’t debse. He knew who Flash was; however, he wasn’t one to care about status.
In this instance, he had to care since these cards were responsible for the guy’s parents, and to a lesser extent his brother, leaving him. For Flash’s part, he was worried that the team wouldn’t accept him. The guy genuinely didn’t want to harm anyone.
“Flash, I can understand if you make assumptions about me, but even if you don’t want it, I got your back.” Astral nodded. “Most of all, I am not The Cipher. I could never abide by what he…”
“Astral, I don’t blame the cards for what someone did with them.” Flash interrupted. “Also, I know you can’t be him. In the end, use them or don’t, but make sure it’s your decision. Don’t let the opinions of others influence how you play the game.”
“No wonder you were lacking in our duel.” Zack pushed his glasses up. “You muddled my data over a fear of your own cards. That is what I take issue with over your fear of the cards. Cards which I have no problem with. Clearly, another duel will be in order down the road.”
“If all of you accept my cards, then I don’t really care what the rest…” Astral shook his head. “No. Actually, what I mean to say is that I will show the rest of the world that the Galaxy cards aren’t the issue. I’ll bring them respect.”
“With that settled, are you guys okay with me sticking around?” Flash asked. “I’m not sure what triggered my rage. For all I know, it could end up harming you guys.”
“That won’t happen.” Twilight stated firmly.
“How can you be sure?” Flash asked.
“Because you’re one of the strongest people I know.” Twilight stated. “Lesser people would have broken after everything you’ve been through, yet you have not. You’re now aware of your rage, and I know you won’t let it overtake you again.”
“If it does, we’ll bring you back to your senses.” Astral stated. “No matter how skilled you are, I doubt you can take all three of us at the same time.”
“Is this rage why Nightmare wants Flash?” Zack nodded. “Despite the bout of rage you had, kicking you to the curb is not an option. I may only have vague ideas what this Nightmare wants, but I refuse to let her have you. Last night proves that would only turn out bad.”
With everything from that night in the open, the group had a far lighter evening.
Flash’s Room, Night…
Flash took out the deck Blaze gave him to see that it was her Salamangreat deck. “Looks like you’re really leaning into power over connection, huh Blaze?”
He knew Blaze was dead set on leaving, but Flash wouldn’t accept that. The next time they met, he would help her. After all, Harmonious Element had to mean something to her in the first place since she spent two years dueling under that name.
Outside the Compound, Morning…
A limo pulled up to the compound and Chrysalis stepped out with a smirk causing Spearhead to pull out his radio. “Celestia, she’s here. You sure you don’t want me to turn her away?”
“No, let her in.” There was an audible sigh on the other end. “This is Blaze’s choice to make. We can’t keep her here against her will.”
Chrysalis approached him with a smirk. “Hello, I’m here to pick Blaze up.”
“Yes, right this way.” Spear stated reluctantly.
Inside
Zack had been walking the grounds when he noticed Spear leading an unfamiliar woman with black skin into the compound. He immediately ducked behind a tree finding this suspicious. Perhaps this was Nightmare. Then, he overheard them and knew he needed to tell the others.
Mess Hall
Twilight, Astral, and Flash were enjoying a good breakfast when Zack burst into the room. “Guys, it looks like Sentry’s word came true sooner than we thought.”
Flash merely sighed.
“You mean her transfer?” Twilight questioned.
Zack nodded.
“I really didn’t want to believe she’d do this.” Astral clenched his fist before standing. “Damn it!” He stood up. “It’s not going to end like this!”
He ran from the room.
“Astral!” Twilight shouted worried.
Flash sighed. “Let him go Twilight.”
“What are you saying Flash?” Twilight asked.
“I’m saying that nothing, at this time, is going to keep Blaze from leaving.” Flash replied.
Twilight hung her head. “I get that none of us really had a positive relationship with her, but I never dreamed it’d come to this.”
“I’m not sure how Blaze and I were, but it wasn’t negative.” Flash thought.
Celestia’s Office
Astral burst in causing Celestia and Luna to look at him. “Bring Blaze back.”
“Mr. Flare, I recommend you show…” Luna began.
“You can shove your respect because all I see is you two caving into Blaze.” Astral walked forward. “Where does it stop with you two? Are you really going to let Blaze abandon us?”
Luna was about to retort, but Celestia held up a hand. “Astral, you have to understand that this was Blaze’s choice. Any duelist is free to sign on with another team. Believe me, Luna and I don’t want this just as much as you, but nothing we said could change her mind.”
“Maybe you’ve said all you could, but I have not.” Astral turned away from them. “Just watch because I’m going to get Blaze to stay with us.” He ran from the room. “Count on it!”
Harmonious Element
Blaze had a bag slung over her shoulder as she started the walk to the gates. As she passed the small training room, memories of Celestia, Luna, and Spearhead helping her hone her skills came to mind. Then Saffron, Flash, Twilight, Astral, and Zack ran through her mind.
She soon heard Astral drawing her attention. “Blaze!” She turned to see the Composite duelist running towards her. “There’s no way I’m letting you leave.” He stopped across from her. “I know we never meant much to you, but I at least thought Harmonious Element meant something. How could you decide something like this?”
“I don’t know if Flash told you, but there’s a duelist out there that needs to pay.” Blaze looked at the sky. “The law couldn’t touch her, so I’ll bring her in myself. Beyond that, when I’m at the top, people will have to listen. Then, they can’t ignore people like her. I won’t let them.”
“If there’s a problem with society, we can fix it together.” Astral clenched his fist. “Beyond that, what you just said isn’t dueling. It’s revenge.”
“As I already told you, dueling philosophy doesn’t matter to me.” Blaze stated. “It’s not why I’m as strong as I am. In fact, dueling like you… Like Nova… is why I was weak. No matter how despicable I find that woman, she was right about one thing. Power is all that matters.”
“Your wrong, and I’ll prove it.” Astral held up his duel disk. “You and me. Right here and now. If I win, you have to stay in Harmonious Element.”
“I saw this coming a mile away.” Blaze sighed. “Fine, we can duel; however, when I win, I’m walking.”
“Even now, you’re still cocky.” Astral looked at his deck. “She may be powerful, but we can be powerful as well. Let’s do this for Harmonious Element.”
His deck sparkled as the duelists moved to face each other.
“Let’s duel!”
(Astral 4000/Blaze 4000)
“Since you challenged me, I will go first.” Blaze declared plainly. “I will start by activating my Seal of Orichalcos.” The green circle appeared on the field. “That will be all.”
“Take me seriously and duel like you mean it.” Astral declared. “If you leave yourself wide open, my victory is certain.”
“I wonder about that?” Blaze questioned with a yawn. “Why don’t you bring out everything and see if that holds true?”
“Fine. I’ll show you what my deck is capable of.” Astral declared. “I reveal Blue-Eyes White Dragon in my hand to special summon Blue-Eyes Alternative White Dragon(LV 8/3000/2500).” A white dragon appeared.
Since I control another monster, I can special summon my Cyber Changer(LV 8/500/500 effect) and make his level the same as another monster. I target my Alternative giving me two level 8 monsters to construct the overlay network.
Galaxy which shines in the darkness reveal yourself and usher in the new era. Xyz Summon Galaxy-Eyes Cipher Dragon(R 8/O 2/3000/2500).” A large, light blue dragon with crimson red and dark blue scales descended. “Why stop there when I have Rank-Up Magic Astral Force?
With this spell, I can target an Xyz monster I control and rebuild the overlay network to summon a monster 1 to 2 ranks higher. I target Cipher Dragon! Shining galaxy that illuminates all darkness descends and illuminate the path to victory.
Rank Up: Xyz Change Neo Galaxy Eyes Cipher Dragon(R 9/O 3/4500/3000).” A colossal, light blue dragon with crimson red armor appeared. “Let’s show he our might buddy. Go, Cipher Super Projection!”
The dragon fired his attack down on Astral’s opponent.
“You are nothing but a second-rate duelist with a third-rate deck.” Blaze declared. “When the seal is on the field, traps that share the name Orichalcos can be played from my hand as if they were set. I activate Ring of the Orichalcos. This trap can destroy any one monster of my choosing and deals life points equal to that monster ATK to both players.”
“That means you’re ending this in a tie!” Astral declared.
“Correction.” Blaze declared. “I’m showing you why your kind never last in this world. When the Seal of Orichalcos is active, all the damage I’d take from this card gets added to my life points instead!”
Astral watched on in shock as a green ring appeared around his dragon’s neck before detonating (Astral 0/Blaze 9500). Astral collapsed to his knees as Blaze picked her bag up and walked past him.
Astral clenched dirt between his hands. “This isn’t over.”
Blaze stopped but didn’t even look back at him. “Yes, it is.”
“No, it’s not.” Astral stood up. “One day, I’ll beat you and shine light into the darkness you’ve been forced into.” He held out his fist to her back. “Count on it.”
“I won’t hold my breath.” Blaze walked away. “Learn the lesson that you are not made for this world before you end up like Nova.”
Blaze was gone leaving Astral there. “What happened to Nova is tragic, but I will show her that there’s a place in this world for people like me.” He looked at his deck. “No… we’ll show her there’s a place for us in this world.”
 
The deck resonated with Astral’s resolve and shined brightly.
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Harmonious Element Compound: Celestia’s Office, Day’s Later…
Flash, Twilight, Zack, and Astral stood before Celestia and Luna.
“I know we have recently been through some trying times, but the fact that we still stand here is a testament to our strength. With the duelist we lost, this team will be counting on who we’ve selected to represent our team, in Mexico, against Excavated Heart.”
“On that note, listen up for there are some changes to be made.” Luna declared. “With the departure of Blaze Sol, we have decided to promote Flash Sentry to Team Captain.”
Flash nodded firmly. “I won’t let you down.”
“The remaining spots shall be filled by Astral Flare and Zack Rider with Twilight Sparkle as your substitute.” Luna continued.
“If it comes down to it, I won’t lose.” Astral was clearly fired up. “Count on it!”
“All my data acquisition will be put to proper use.” Zack stated.
Twilight nodded. “If I’m needed, I’ll duel with everything I have.”
“Good.” Celestia smiled. “Blaze left, but the team hasn’t fallen apart.” She looked at Flash. “Considering what we know, I hope you are up to the task.” She nodded. “Before we adjourn for today, I’d like to know if our new team captain has anything he’d like to say.”
“Yeah, I got something to say.” Flash stepped ahead of his teammates and turned to face them. “We had our first victory against Duel Crusaders, but without Blaze, I don’t think victory would have been ours.
Despite how you may have viewed her, none of us could deny that her skills belong in the World League. Now, we don’t have her, so we must be ready for the duels to come. We are Harmonious Element with or without her, so let’s win this next match!” 
The three members all cheered. “We are Harmonious Element!”
“Good words.” Celestia nodded. “Now, rejoin your comrades as we must impart the knowledge we have on the team.” Flash nodded before doing as he was told. “As we said, the team you will duel is known as Excavated Heart.”
Luna turned on the screen to first reveal a red heart that looked as though it’d been dug out of the ground. Then, three individuals appeared before that heart being two girls and a guy who was hiding behind the most confident of the girls.
The oldest looking of the bunch was the most confident looking. She had light yellow skin, long gray hair, and purple eyes. Her attire consisted of a green archaeologist attire with a matching hat, and her arms were crossed.
Hiding behind her was a guy who seem roughly their age. He had light green skin, blue hair which was styled to cover his left eye, and mint green eyes. He wore blue jeans, a white shirt, and a black hoodie.
Lastly there was someone Flash and Twilight were all too familiar with. It was Fluttershy. She had the same light-yellow skin, long pink hair, and blue eyes. She wore a white tank top, green skirt, and matching boots.
“Team Excavated Heart.” Luna reiterated. “Their leader is Daring Do, and she uses a Chronomaly deck which excels at Xyz summoning. As far as we know, she is their strongest member as well as their team captain. In the off seasons, she searches out artifacts.
Then, there is Fluttershy who’s deck Synchro summons rather consistently into monsters that make use of field spells. Lastly there is the newest member, the guy, in the most literal sense. He was added shortly after their season opener leaving us with nothing to go on.”
“We really know nothing on the guy of the group?” Zack inquired.
“Nothing except the name Catastros.” Luna stated. “Realistically, we were fortunate enough to even get this picture of him. Since we know nothing on him, Catastros is the wild card to look out for.”
“A wild card, eh?” Astral smiled. “It doesn’t matter which one I face because Excavated Heart won’t be dealing with the same old Astral.” He held up a finger. “Astral 2.0 will be there to take the duels by storm.”
“If you ask me, he still seems like the same old Astral.” Flash smiled. “Not that there’s anything wrong with that.”
“You four have six days to prepare before you must be in Mexico.” Celestia stated. “Hopefully, you will use this time wisely.”

Yugioh: Road to Quantum Opening

( watch?v=WXx21ivOCLU)

Don't you dare replace
Your first and only want
(Young Flash Sentry stares up at Flash Industries with his father and brother as Magnus ruffles their hair.)
Don't give up on the chase
Keep holding on!
(Teenage Flash is riding through Canterlot atop a duel runner before coming to a stop outside the open gates of a large complex with multiple buildings.)
Everything had gone to failure
(Young Flash stands in front of Canterlot Middle Schools statue and watches in despair as young Twilight, Fluttershy, Applejack, Rarity, Fluttershy, and Rainbow Dash leave him going separate ways from himself and each other.)
My ambition turned into my broken dreams
(Flash is sent flying outside a building and into the grace outside as lighting arcs through the sky followed by thunder. Soon, it begins to storm on him.)
I left a promise out to die
(Flash kneels beside his younger brother, Forward Base, who is currently crying. He stands before facing Ethan with a determined expression.)
Every word I still remember
(Young Flash is standing on the roof as a young Sunset is waiting for him.)
They've been ringing in my head on full repeat
(The scene transitions to the park at night as Flash stands across from Sunset in shock while she laughs at him. His fists clench and he activate his black duel disc causing a blue energy blade to appear.)
Can't get your talk to ever leave my mind
(Young Flash is panting with tears in his eyes as he stands in the middle of his father's home office with books having been scattered. Anything that could be wrecked was.)
But now, from the clouds
There's a wind that gives me a boost
(Young Flash sits on his knees before a coffee table. Laid out before him is a blank deck of cards, his laptop, and a flash drive. He inserts the flash drive into the computer and plays a video.)
My heart, burning hard
Is about to light my fuse
(Young Flash watches as his father appears on screen. After a moment, his expression changes from sorrow and anger to a proud smile.)
(Let's try again!)
Live in the now and break your confines
Take ahold of this precious time (precious time)
(Flash is in his room as the sun shines through the window and her finishes packing his things. He tucks the blank deck into his deck box before walking out of the room.)
Glory days (glory days)
'Cause your life is not to trade
(Flash is seen walking down the sidewalk with Shadow Lock conversing happily with him before they enter a car and drive off.)
(Let's try again!)
Bring back the color as you advance
Paint it red, and then take a chance (take a chance)
(Young Flash and Shadow Lock stand across from each other in a room of the decaying Duel Sanctuary. Both wield black duel disk as Flash's blue energy blade and Shadow's black energy blade come out.)
Shout it loud (shout it loud)
'Cause your style's worth a bow
(Flash stands outside the sanctuary and stares down the stairs as he imagines a transparent version of his brother running up to meet him before he vanishes. Rather than be sad, Flash gives a small smile before walking back inside.)
Don't you dare replace
Your first and only want
(Teen Flash gets off his duel runner and looks back at the transparent version of his younger self who smiles and gives him a thumbs up before vanishing. Flash smiles and puts his hands in his pockets before walking onto the grounds of the large complex.)
Don't give up on the chase
Keep holding on!
(Flash looks up at the building as he draws closer to the entrance with a look of resolve. He stops as transparent version of the Humane 6 as their current ages appear before him. Flash nods to them before they vanish. He then walks into the building.)

Later…
Twilight and Astral had each gone to their rooms and brought their extra cards back to the training room. This was no coincidence as the pair decided, shortly after the meeting, that it was time to make good on their word to each other.
“…We discussed that your deck is incomplete without the Galaxy cards.” Twilight took out two cards and sat them before Astral. “If you managed to get Galaxy-Eyes Photon Dragon out, you can then special summon Galaxy-Eyes Afterglow Dragon.”
“With two level eight monsters, I’d have easy access to Cipher Dragon.” Astral smiled. “I can see that working especially with these two calling out to me.” He then grabbed four cards and put them before Twilight. “What about these three LV Monsters and spell card?”
“Silent Magician, Silent Magician LV 4, Silent Magician LV 8, and Level Up!” Twilight looked at the cards. “I’m not sure about them. I already have a good number of high leveled monsters in my deck.”
“I think you can pull it off.” Astral nodded. “Even though you can’t hear them, your deck thinks this is the right move.”
“I suppose it wouldn’t hurt to give it a try.” Twilight slotted them into her deck.
Twilight and Astral soon finished the improvements to their decks, so it was time to test them.
“Alright Twilight, this is it.” Astral smiled. “Today, I’m getting that win.”
“If you want that win, you’ll have to work for it.” Twilight stated.
“I wouldn’t expect anything less of my rival.” Astral stated.
“Let’s duel!”
(Twilight 4000/Astral 4000)
“I’ll go first.” Twilight declared. “I summon Lemon Magician Girl(LV 2/800/600).” A female spellcaster in yellow robes appeared. “I’ll immediately tribute her to special summon Silent Magician(LV 4/1000/1000).” A female spellcaster with long white hair and blue robes appeared.
“She’s already busting out one of her new cards.” Astral smiled. “Here I was assuming she’d go with a play I’ve seen before.”
“For every card in my hand, Silent Magician(LV 4/2500/1000 effect) gains 500 ATK. I’ll then set one card.” Twilight declared.
Silent Magician(LV 4/2000/1000 effect)
“Get ready to witness Astral 2.0.” Astral drew. “I’ll normal summon Maiden with Eyes of Blue(LV 1/0/0).” A female spellcaster with long, white hair and blue eyes appeared. “I’ll then activate Wonder Wand targeting my spellcaster for the equip.”
“My Silent Magician’s effect can activate.” Twilight declared. “Once per turn, she can negate the activation of a spell card. That means you can’t use its effect to add two cards.”
“You’re right, but my Maiden was still targeted by an effect meaning she can special summon a Blue-Eyes White Dragon(LV 8/3000/2500) from anywhere but the Banished Zone.” The white dragon with blue eyes appeared. “Maiden is a tuner, so she’ll give Blue-eyes a tune up.
White dragon with blue eyes obtains a new power to defend all dragons. Synchro summon Azure-Eyes Silver Dragon(LV 9/2500/3000). “A silver dragon with azure eyes appeared. “Since Azure was special summoned, no dragon can be targeted or destroyed by card effects.
Not to worry for that is only until your next turn. Right now, I’m activating Rival Switch. First, I must return a monster that was summoned from my Extra Deck to the Extra Deck. Then, I can special summon another monster with a level less than or equal to the monster sent.”
“You just said neither of us can target Dragon monsters with effect.” Twilight declared.
“Perceptive as ever Twilight.” Astral smiled as the card was destroyed. “Of course, my card has a graveyard effect. By banishing this card and one level 8 Dragon monster from my deck, a Level/Rank 9 or lower monster is randomly special summoned from my Extra Deck.”
A card slotted out of the extra deck and Astral played it. “Come forth Hot Red Dragon Archfiend Abyss(LV 9/3200/2500).” A menacing, crimson red dragon with blades on his forearms appeared.
Twilight smiled. “Those new cards are really doing wonders for your deck.”
“Yeah, they are.” Astral smiled. “It finally feels like I’m 100% in tune with my deck. Allow me to show you what else we can achieve. Quick-Effect, once per turn Abyss can target a monster you control and negate their effects. I target Silent Magician with Abyss Negation!”
Abys glowed crimson red as did Silent Magician(LV 4/1000/1000) who lost some of her color. “Now Abyss will attack your Silent Machine with Abyss Devastation!” Abyss fired down crimson red flames which eradicated Silent Magician (Astral 4000/Twilight 1800).
“When Abyss deals you damage, he allows me to target a Tuner from my grave and special summon them in defense position. Welcome back Maiden with Eyes of Blue(LV 1/0/0). Now Azure-Eyes will attack you directly with Silver Neutron Blast!”
“I activate my face down Nutrient Z.” Twilight declared. “Whenever I’m about to take more than 2000 life points of damage, this card first grants me 4000 life points before damage calculations (Astral 4000/Twilight 1800-5800-3300).”
“Alright, I’ll set one card then.” Astral stated. “Your move Twilight.”
“I draw!” Twilight drew. “Since I drew Palladium Oracle Mahad(LV 7/2500/2100), I can reveal him to you which then allows me to special summon him to the field. “A man in white attire and golden armor appeared.
“If he can survive this, then Astral could potentially win on his next turn.” Twilight nodded. “Get ready Astral because I’m putting my all into this next turn.”
“Bring it on Twilight!” Astral smiled. “I’m ready for whatever you got!”
“I activate my Spellbook of Power and Spellbook of Speed.” Twilight declared. “Power will grant my Palladium Oracle Mahad(LV 7/3500/2100 effect) 1000 more ATK and any time the monster destroys a monster you control, I can add a Spellbook to my hand. Speed will grant him two attacks provided I don’t attack you directly.
“Mahad strike down Astral’s Azure Eyes with Light Slice.” Mahad rushed forward and sliced Azure-eyes down (Astral 3000/Twilight 3300. “Now my Mahad will attack your Abyss. When Mahad attacks a Dark monster, his current ATK doubles.” Palladium Oracle Mahad(LV 7/7000/2100 effect). “Go Empowered Light Slice!”
“I activate my Half Unbreak.” Astral declared. “This card not only prevents Abyss’ destruction by battle, but it also makes all battle damage I take from battles involving him halved (Astral 1100/Twilight 3300).”
Palladium Oracle Mahad(LV 7/3500/2100 effect)
“That was good Astral, but if you want to win, you’ll have to overcome my monster.” Twilight declared. “The Spellbook I added last turn was Spellbook of Protection. By activating this, my Palladium can’t be removed from the field by card effect nor can his ATK be lowered until the end of the next turn.”
Palladium Oracle Mahad(LV 7/2500/2100)
“I accept that challenge.” Astral drew. “My deck just rewarded me with the perfect card. I activate Megamorph and equip it to my Hot Red Dragon Archfiend Abyss(LV 9/6400/2500 effect). Since my life points are less than yours, this equip doubles my dragon’s ATK.”
“I won’t make it that easy for you!” Twilight declared. “Protection’s graveyard effect. I can banish one Spellbook from my grave to decrease the ATK of a monster you control by its original ATK until the end of the turn.”
Hot Red Dragon Archfiend Abyss(LV 9/3200/2500 effect).
“That’s it, Twilight!” Astral cheered. “Never give up until the end! Maiden with Eyes of Blue will give my dragon a tune up to Synchro for 10. The raging inferno of my soul ignites and evolves. Synchro summon Hot Red Dragon Archfiend Bane(LV 10/3500/3000).”
A purple dragon with black armor appeared.
“That’s an impressive monster Astral, but it’s ATK isn’t enough to end this.” Twilight stated.
“Don’t worry about that Twilight because I have it covered.” Astral declared. “I summon Silver Gadget(LV 4/1500/1000).” A silver machine appeared. “I then tribute this monster to activate Bane’s effect allowing me to summon a Red Dragon Archfiend from my grave.
Come back Hot Red Dragon Archfiend Abyss(LV 9/3200/2500). Bane attack Mahad with Bane Devastation!” The dragon fired a breath attack at Mahad destroying him (Astral 1100/Twilight 2300) “Now, Abyss will finish this with a direct Abyss Devastation!”
The dragon fired down his breath attack which washed over Twilight (Astral 1100/Twilight 0).
“I won…” Astral blinked a bit in disbelief. “I actually won.” He grinned and jumped into the air. “Yeah, I did it! I did it! I did it!” He started running around the room excitedly. “Number one here I come!”
Twilight just smiled at his antics and was genuinely happy for him.
Mexico: Day’s Later…
Flash, Twilight, Astral, and Zack were all walking along the streets. They noted how close together all the building were and how colorful some were.
“After leaving the airport, I’m finally in a whole other country!” Astral cheered. “I got to check out the dueling scene around here.”
“That may not be a bad idea especially if we end up seeing the competition.” Flash stated. “In fact, once we have our rooms at the local hotel, we should all split up to find any information we can.”
The group started walking towards their intended hotel.
“Data collection is a skill of mine.” Zack stated. “Leave it to me, and I’ll come back with all the information we need.”
Flash thought back to what Apple Bloom did to gather information for her team. “Just remember that going in their compound isn’t allowed without their permission. Anywhere else you find them is fair game.”
With Astral
Astral had bought a burrito and was chowing down. “I’m on the hunt for Daring Do, Fluttershy, or Catastros. The question is, where do I start?” He noticed that he was standing before a brick building with a duel card imprinted on top.
“Hey, it’s a local dual park. Maybe they’re in there. If not, sharpening my skills before the big match couldn’t hurt.” Astral chowed down on what remain and smiled. “Alright, let’s do this! Get ready Mexico because you’re about to see the Astral style of dueling!”
With Zack
Zack held a book up with all the information a traveler could need on Mexico. “Daring Do looks for artifacts in the off seasons, Fluttershy is described as having a love for animals, and Catastros seems shy. That potentially limits where one would have to search.
 
Daring Do has museum exhibits and there are several temples. There are animal sanctuaries, recue centers, and zoos. Finally, any place where there wouldn’t be many people. Where to start my search?”
 
“Did you hear?”
“Hear what?”
“The newest member of Excavated Heart is currently at the Central Plaza.”
That drew Zack’s attention, and he turned to see two kids nearby.
“You’re kidding?”
“Nope, took him on myself. The guy’s amazing, and he’s been tearing through any local duelist that comes to challenge him.”
“Oh man, I think I want to take a crack at him.”
“Central Plaza, huh?” Zack walked away. “An interesting place for someone timid and shy. It could be a rumor, but it may be worth checking out.”
Hotel: Evening…
Flash collapsed into a chair sighing. “I spent the entire day asking around for Fluttershy, and the only concrete lead I got is that she’s staying within Excavated Heart’s compound until the day of the match to train.”
Zack and Twilight entered the room with both equally as defeated by the day.
Flash sighed. “I take it your search turned up nothing as well?”
“I went to various tour guides and knowledgeable locals; however, no one could tell me where any of the Excavated Heart members were.” Twilight stated.
Zack shook his head. “I had a promising lead when I heard the newest member was honing his skills, against the local duelist, at the Central Plaza. When I arrived, the large crowd was dispersing. I’m not certain if it was him.”
“We set out to gather information, but all we did was stretch out legs.” Flash gave a small smile. “This may not be the best outcome, but I already have a strategy in mind just in case this turned out to be the case.”
“We aren’t completely out of luck yet.” Twilight stated. “Astral’s still out there so maybe he found a lead.”
“That is a fair point.” Flash stated. “If he hasn’t called in the next couple of hours, I’ll try contacting him. In the meantime, we should make sure our decks are ready for whatever tomorrow brings.”
Outside of Mexico City: Teotihuacan
Astral had decimated the competition he could find at the local duel area; however, no one there was even a member of Excavated Heart. That said, they did tell him that the captain of said team, Daring Do, would be at this temple late into the night.
As the Composite user looked around, he was amazed at how different these temples were from the places he’s been. No matter how cool the place looked, he was here with a purpose, and there was no way he would lose focus. It was growing dark rather quickly.
“I got to find her before I can’t see anything.” Astral thought.
Before he could move, lights all around the temple turned on illuminating the area. From the largest temple, Daring Do herself stepped out and proceeded down the stairs.
“Hey kid, you don’t look like a local, nor do I remember anyone telling me someone would come out to this sight.” She was staring him down. “What are you doing here?”
“My name is Astral Flare. Eventually number one duelist in the world and member of Team Harmonious Element.” Astral smiled up at her. “I actually came out here looking for you.” He held up his duel disk. “I challenge you to a duel! Here and now!”
“Harmonious Element, huh?” Daring Do stopped at the bottom of the stairs and crossed her arms. “So, you really want to duel me now even though the match is tomorrow?”
“You bet!” Astral smiled. “Consider is a trade. You learn about my deck, and I’ll learn about yours. How about it?”
Daring Do kept a firm look about her before giving a small smile. “Sounds fair to me; however, I have one condition. I don’t have all night to duel, so the two of us are going to participate in a Speed Duel.”
“Speed Duel?” Astral questioned.
“A speed duel is essentially the same as your standard duel; however, there are a few interesting rules. Both players play with 2000 life points, we’re only allowed a deck of 20-30 cards, 3 Monster Zones, 3 Spell/Trap Zones, and our starting hands is set at 4.”
“I think I get it.” Astral nodded. “You got yourself a game.”
“You’ll need to select the Speed Duel function in your duel disk.” Daring explained. “From there, you’ll need to select a Skill Card. It’s essentially an extra card with their own criteria for activation.”
“I hear you.” Astral nodded. “Just give me 15 minutes, and I can have everything ready.”
“Great.” Daring Do smiled. “I hope you don’t mind, but we’ll be taking advantage of this space by running around. Think of it like an Action Duel only we won’t have all those Action Card lying around.” She walked back up the stairs. “I’ll be waiting for you up here.”
Astral looked at his deck. “Alright guys, let’s show her we can work well no matter the format.”
Top of the Temple: Later…
Astral came to stand across from Daring ready to go. “Alright, let’s do this!”
“You seem confident for someone who just found out about Speed Dueling.” Daring stated.
“The format doesn’t matter because my blood is the blood of a duelist.” Astral retorted.
“You certainly have the confidence.” Daring stated. “I suppose we’ll see if your skills can speak just as loudly.”
“Let’s Duel!”
(Astral 2000/Daring 2000)
 
The two of them took off running down the stairs as the duel commenced.
“I’ll take the first move!” Daring declared. “I normal summon Chronomaly Gordian Knot(LV 3/300/900).” A group of purple cubes were tied together by leather. “When this monster is normal summoned, I can special summon a Chronomaly monster from my hand. I’ll choose Chronomaly Crystal Skull(LV 3/900/600).” A crystal skull appeared.
“Interesting monsters.” Astral commented. “Very fitting for an archeologist.”
“Thanks for the compliment, but I’m just getting started.” Daring used all her momentum to jump off the steps. “I now overlay my two level 3 monsters. Being that oversees the protection of all Chronomaly monsters appear. Xyz summon Chronomaly Crystal Chrononaut(R 3/O 2/2100/1000).” A purple monster with wings appeared as she stuck the landing. “I’ll then set one card.”
Astral sped up and came up alongside the archeologist. “That’s an impressive first turn, but my deck’s ready for whatever you got.” Astral drew. “I activate Chaos Form. This spell allows me to ritual summon any Chaos or Black Luster Soldier monster I wish.
The only caveat is that I must tribute monsters from my hand or field that equal the exact level of the monster I wish to summon. Fortunately, I happen to have Galaxy-Eyes Afterglow Dragon(LV 8) in my hand.
Dragon which embraced all aspects of chaos will emerge. Ritual summon Blue-Eyes Chaos Max Dragon(LV 8/4000/0).” A huge, bipedal white dragon appeared roaring to the heavens before looking down at Chrononaut.”
“Wow, that is some ritual monster!?” Daring stated. “I don’t think I’ve seen one quite as impressive.”’
“Just wait until he attacks.” Astral declared as they started running around the temple. “Chaos take out that Chronomaly with True Maximum Burst!”
“I activated Chronomaly Crystal Chrononaut(R 3/O 1/2100/1000)’s special ability.” Daring declared. “Since you targeted him for an attack, I can detach one overlay unit to prevent his destruction from battle or card effect this turn.”
“Be that as it may, you still take the damage!” Astral declared.
“No, you will!” Daring smiled. “It’s the last bit of my monster’s effect. In addition to not being destroyed by battle, my opponent takes all battle damage I’d have taken. Go Chronomaly Defense.”
Chrononaut erected a purple sphere around itself which absorbed the attack and fired it right back at Astral.
“That’s quite the ability, but I’m not taking that much damage this soon.” Astral declared. “I activate the effect of my Cipher Kuriboh from my hand. By sending this little guy to the grave, and halving my life points, I take no more damage this turn (Astral 1000/Daring 2000).”
“Clever, but wouldn’t a different Kuriboh have been better suited to the task?” Daring asked.
“Maybe, but my little guy still has a trick up his sleeve.” Astral stated. “That’ll have to wait because it’s your turn now.”
“I hope it’s something good since you have no other cards to defend yourself.” Daring drew. “I’ll attack your Chaos Max Dragon with my Chronomaly Crystal Chrononaut(R 3/O 0/2100/1000) and I’ll use his last overlay to end this. Go, Chronomaly Defense!”
The purple sphere appeared around Chrononaut flew at Chaos Max Dragon.
“During the damage step, I activate Cipher Kuriboh’s quick effect!” Astral declared. “By banishing this little guy, all monsters my opponent controls have their effects negated. That means your monster’s not only going to be destroyed, but you’ll take the damage.”
“Like you, I refuse to take all that damage.” Daring declared. “I activate my face down Nitwit Outwit. By discarding a monster, I can target a monster you control and lower their attack by the discarded monster. I discard Chronomaly Tuspa Rocket(ATK: 1000) and target your dragon.”
Blue-Eyes Chaos Max Dragon(LV 8/3000/0 effect)
The dragon shrunk in size just before Chrononaut slammed into him and exploded on impact (Astral 1000/Daring 1100).
“This is the type of dueling I thrive on.” Astral smiled. “You managed to keep a good chunk of your live points and weaken my dragon; however, your field’s looking rather empty.”
“Maybe, but I have faith in the last card in my hand.” Daring proclaimed. “Hit me with your best shot.”
“Since you insist.” Astral drew as they began to run up the steps of the temple. “I’ll attack you directly. True Maximum Burst!”
“You’re not the only one with a monster effect that can be activated from the hand.” Daring declared. “I send Chronomaly Crystal Mirror from my hand to the grave which negates your monster’s effects and zeroes out their ATK/DEF.”
Blue-Eyes Chaos Max Dragon(LV 8/0/0 effect)
 
The attack washed over Daring, but it achieved nothing.
“Alright, I’ll end my turn.” Astral stated.
They entered the temple and began running along the halls.
“My turn!” Daring drew. “Since you control at least one card, and I control nothing, I can special summon Chronomaly Moai Carrier(LV 5/900/1800).” Blue stones with a light blue moai statue in the middle appeared. “He’ll destroy Chaos Max Dragon (Astral 100/Daring 1100).”
“You have me on the ropes, but that monster is all you got.” Astral held up his hand. “It all comes down to what I do next!”
“Go on and draw your next card.” Daring smiled. “Show me what your deck can achieve.”
“I’ll show you the power of my deck, but I’m forgoing my draw to activate my Skill Card.” Astral declared. “Go Rival Summoning! Since I’m not drawing, I can declare one monster in my deck. I choose Galaxy-Eyes Photon Dragon(LV 8/3000/2500).
Then, by banishing monsters from my deck or grave equal to double that monster’s level, I can special summon the targeted monster. I banish Galaxy-Eyes Afterglow Dragon(LV 8) and Blue-Eyes Chaos Max Dragon(LV 8) from my grave.”
The galaxy blue dragon appeared roaring.
“I was suspicious when you mentioned Afterglow Dragon but seeing that dragon only raises alarms.” Daring stated. “I don’t want to believe it, but those monsters were only used by one man in recent times. Tell me, are you Cipher?’
“Think that if you will, but I’m not him.” Astral grinned. “I’m just the guy trying to give these dragons a more respectable name like Kite Tenjo once did. Now, it’s time to end this. Go Photon Stream of Destruction!”
“You’re not the only one who can activate Skill Cards.” Daring declared. “I activate Sacrificial Activation. By reducing my life points to 100, I can activate any trap in my deck as though it were a quick-play spell card (Astral 100/Daring 100). I choose Magical Cylinder.”
Astral’s eyes went wide. “That’s not good.”
“No, it isn’t because your attack is now redirected at you.” Daring declared.
The stream went in one cylinder and shot back out the other at Astral (Astral 0/Daring 100). Both duelists came to a stop with Astral collapsed to his knees. He wasn’t disappointed in the loss, but without the adrenaline of a duel, he realized how tired he was.”
“You weren’t bad Astral Flare of Harmonious Element.” Daring walked away. “You certainly pushed the 10th ranked duelist in the world rather well.”
“She’s in the top 10.” Astral turned and looked at her back. “She may be at the bottom, but she’s still closer to Blaze than I currently am.” For a couple of seconds, Daring’s back was replaced by Blaze’s before returning to normal. “Wait!”
Daring stopped and looked back at him. “Oh, do you have more to say?”
Astral stood and grinned. “You won tonight, but tomorrow I’ll be the victor.” He held out a fist. “I’ll bring home the win for Harmonious Element. Count on it!”
Daring gave a small smile before walking away. “I’ll be looking forward to our rematch then.”
Hotel: Flash’s Room, Night…
Flash stared out the window with his phone in hand, but just before he called Astral, said Composite duelist called him. “Astral, where have you been?” His tone was clearly concerned. “It’s getting fairly late.”
“Sorry to worry you captain, but I had a solid lead.” Astral stated. “I met Excavated Heart’s captain and got her to agree to a duel.”
“Really?” Flash questioned. “You achieved what none of us could.”
“No problem on that end.” Astral stated. “She’s a strong duelist, and I’m more than happy to tell you all about our duel; however, I’ll need something from you in return…”
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Mexico Duel Arena: Early Morning…
The sun was just barely rising as Flash stood before the arena where his team would face off with Excavated Heart. The Knight user had snuck out of the hotel when he woke up and couldn’t get back to sleep. It was so early in the day that no one was here from fans to personnel.
He stared at the building before him. “Even though it’s only been over a couple of years, I can still remember the promise the eight of us made. Back then, we decided to try for the same team. Even though it was a long shot, it was a goal we had decided to shoot for.
 
Now, we’re in this position where I lead a team, Sunset put me through a Shadow Game, and five of the six girls have spread out across the world. Today, Harmonious Element must duel after losing Blaze, and one of my friends is on the opposing team. Still, we must prevail now.”
 
“Flash?” A familiar, gentle voice asked.
Flash opened his eyes wide before turning to see Fluttershy standing there with Catastros peeking out from behind her.
“Fluttershy…” Flash stated shocked before recovering. “Uh, hey.” He rubbed the back his head. “Honestly, I didn’t think any of you girls, outside of Twilight, would be willing to speak with me. If you did, I would expect a more negative connotation.”
“Yeah.” Fluttershy looked down before garnering her courage and looking up at him. “I just wanted to say I’ve had a lot of time to think about the past, and I’m sorry for not sticking up for you. I don’t know what got into me, but that’s no excuse for turning my back on you.”
“I will admit that I’m glad to hear those words, but I don’t really blame any of you.” With Flash forgiving Sunset, there was only one being he did blame for how things turned out. “If you need to hear it, I forgive you.”
“That’s a relief.” Fluttershy stated.
Flash then turned his eyes to Catastros. “So, I take it that’s Catastros.” He looked back at Fluttershy. “Don’t take this wrong way, but he’s acting even more timid than you used to.”
“Yeah.” Fluttershy smiled. “I’ve really come out of my shell thanks to Daring. She taught me that I can still be kind yet confident. As for Catastros, he’s a little bit of a peculiar case. He’s extremely shy and timid in everything outside of dueling.”
“Oh, he’s a confident dueler.” Flash rubbed his chin. “Is that all you know about him? What made him like this?”
“From what we can tell, it’s just who he is.” Fluttershy stated. “He’s a lot more open when around people he knows or in most dueling situation. Put him in situations where he can be confronted by a stranger, and he tends to stick by our side.”
“I see.” Flash nodded. “I think I should get back to my team, but before I leave, I got to know why you never came to see Twilight or I?”
“For the longest time, I didn’t trust either of you.” Fluttershy explained. “After a while, my head cleared up, but I felt guilty for how I treated you two. Well, I was afraid of this exact situation going worse than it did. In the end, I want to make what I did right.”
“Well, things were pretty bad all around, but I think Twilight will forgive you just like I have.” Flash shook his head. “Anyways, I really should get back before my team worries.” He walked off. “May the best team win.”
“Yeah.” Fluttershy nodded with a smile. “No matter who I duel, I’ll show you and Twilight how much I’ve improved.”
Flash had to admit that he didn’t expect meeting up with anyone of them, except Twilight, would be positive. It seems whatever Sunset did wasn’t meant to last. Though, he did have his doubts that reuniting with the other four would be as positive.
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Don't you dare replace
Your first and only want
(Young Flash Sentry stares up at Flash Industries with his father and brother as Magnus ruffles their hair.)
Don't give up on the chase
Keep holding on!
(Teenage Flash is riding through Canterlot atop a duel runner before coming to a stop outside the open gates of a large complex with multiple buildings.)
Everything had gone to failure
(Young Flash stands in front of Canterlot Middle Schools statue and watches in despair as young Twilight, Fluttershy, Applejack, Rarity, Fluttershy, and Rainbow Dash leave him going separate ways from himself and each other.)
My ambition turned into my broken dreams
(Flash is sent flying outside a building and into the grace outside as lighting arcs through the sky followed by thunder. Soon, it begins to storm on him.)
I left a promise out to die
(Flash kneels beside his younger brother, Forward Base, who is currently crying. He stands before facing Ethan with a determined expression.)
Every word I still remember
(Young Flash is standing on the roof as a young Sunset is waiting for him.)
They've been ringing in my head on full repeat
(The scene transitions to the park at night as Flash stands across from Sunset in shock while she laughs at him. His fists clench and he activate his black duel disc causing a blue energy blade to appear.)
Can't get your talk to ever leave my mind
(Young Flash is panting with tears in his eyes as he stands in the middle of his father's home office with books having been scattered. Anything that could be wrecked was.)
But now, from the clouds
There's a wind that gives me a boost
(Young Flash sits on his knees before a coffee table. Laid out before him is a blank deck of cards, his laptop, and a flash drive. He inserts the flash drive into the computer and plays a video.)
My heart, burning hard
Is about to light my fuse
(Young Flash watches as his father appears on screen. After a moment, his expression changes from sorrow and anger to a proud smile.)
(Let's try again!)
Live in the now and break your confines
Take ahold of this precious time (precious time)
(Flash is in his room as the sun shines through the window and her finishes packing his things. He tucks the blank deck into his deck box before walking out of the room.)
Glory days (glory days)
'Cause your life is not to trade
(Flash is seen walking down the sidewalk with Shadow Lock conversing happily with him before they enter a car and drive off.)
(Let's try again!)
Bring back the color as you advance
Paint it red, and then take a chance (take a chance)
(Young Flash and Shadow Lock stand across from each other in a room of the decaying Duel Sanctuary. Both wield black duel disk as Flash's blue energy blade and Shadow's black energy blade come out.)
Shout it loud (shout it loud)
'Cause your style's worth a bow
(Flash stands outside the sanctuary and stares down the stairs as he imagines a transparent version of his brother running up to meet him before he vanishes. Rather than be sad, Flash gives a small smile before walking back inside.)
Don't you dare replace
Your first and only want
(Teen Flash gets off his duel runner and looks back at the transparent version of his younger self who smiles and gives him a thumbs up before vanishing. Flash smiles and puts his hands in his pockets before walking onto the grounds of the large complex.)
Don't give up on the chase
Keep holding on!
(Flash looks up at the building as he draws closer to the entrance with a look of resolve. He stops as transparent version of the Humane 6 as their current ages appear before him. Flash nods to them before they vanish. He then walks into the building.)

Mexico Stadium: Later…
“Ladies and gentlemen, it is my honor to welcome you to Mexico.” The commentator declared. “Today, our home team, Excavated Heart, will be taking on team Harmonious Element. For those of you who may not be aware, Harmonious Element recently lost its top duelist.
Shortly before that, mysterious circumstances now surrounded the team as their compound was attacked by what most are calling dark magic. It remains to be seen how these events have affected the team, but one thing is for certain.
All eyes will be on this match. Speaking of Harmonious Element, they will be standing in the blue corner today and led by Flash Sentry who took over the captain position with Blaze’s departure.”
Given that this was their away match, not to mention Harmonious Element had lost a great deal of momentum, no one cheered for them. “In the red corner we have our home team which is led by Daring Doo. With both teams set to battle it out, let’s have them come on out!”
Both teams walked out to everyone in the stands cheering for Excavated Heart. This time, Flash opted not to hijack the systems. Everything he’d wanted to say had been said during their first match. Today, he’d let their dueling speak for them.
“Now, the team captains need to meet in the middle to discuss how today’s duels will go.” The commentator declared once the cheering died down.
Flash moved to meet Daring Doo in the middle as the tablet on the mechanical table came up between them.
“I’m sorry if this comes across as rude, but I was hoping to see Blaze Sol standing here today.” Daring stated.
“I bet a lot of people feel the same, but Harmonious Element is here to prove we can stand without her.” Flash retorted firmly.
“That’s a good attitude to have.” Daring smiled. “Now, let’s get down to the real reason we’re here. I say we play by standard rules. As captains, we can pick whoever we want to duel, the duels will be one on one, and we’ll go best of three.”
“I’ll agree on one condition.” Flash stated. “You sit out the first two matches. If my team manages to win, you got to duel Astral.”
“I’ll agree provided that you duel me in the duel after your team’s second win… if you get there.” Daring returned. “While I wanted to duel Blaze, I must admit you come as a close second, and I like the sound of being the road block to your team’s victory.”
“Deal.” Flash stated.
The two captains shook on it causing the tablet on the table to beep before glowing green.
“Seems as though the captains have come to an agreement on standard rules with a few caveats added into the mix.” The commentor declared. “Depending on how many wins Harmonious Element gets in the first two duels, we could see quite the match today.”
The people cheered.
Blue Corner
Astral, Zack, and Twilight sat on the bench as the announcement was made.
“I’m surprised you were okay compromising Astral.” Zack stated. “You do know there is a very real possibility you could miss out on a rematch here.”
“Don’t worry about it.” Astral crossed his arms with a smile. “Even if I fail to rematch her here, there’ll be other chances to duel Daring again. Besides, I’ll take whatever duel I can get today.
“I’m making the call.” Flash rejoined the group. “Twilight, you might be reserve, but I want you to take the first match.” He took a seat. “Today, I’ll only duel if it’s necessary.”
This didn’t come as a surprise since Flash had talked over what his potential plans for the day were. Twilight was more than willing to duel anyone on the opposing team. Even Fluttershy. The Spellcaster user was just glad to hear from Flash that she was willing to make amends with them.
Twilight touched her duel disk to the podium. “I’ll go out there and give it my best.
Red Corner
Daring, Catastros, and Fluttershy took notice of who was picked.
“Looks like they’re going with the Spellcaster user.” Daring stated. “Fluttershy, are you okay dueling her?”
“I am.” Fluttershy stated.
She was a little nervous about this, but she wouldn’t shy away. Not after all the work Daring put into making her a better duelist.
“Then, you can take her on.” Daring stated.
Fluttershy stood causing Catastros to whisper, “Good Luck.” 
She smiled back at him. “Thank you, Catastros.”
Fluttershy then walked over to the podium and touched her dual disk to it.
Arena
Twilight and Fluttershy made their way to the center of the arena. Granted, they had been able to see each other from across the room, but that was different from being across from each other. Neither were quite sure what to say, but both seemed to know now wasn’t the time to talk.
“May the best duelist win.” Fluttershy finally stated.
Twilight nodded. “Agreed.”
“Alright, it’s time to start this opening duel!” The commentator declared. “Let me hear you count it down everyone!”
Everyone counted down together. “3. 2. 1. Let’s Duel!”
Both duelists activated their duel disks.
(Twilight 4000/Fluttershy 4000)
 
“I will start.” Fluttershy stated. “I activate my Land of Darkness field spell.” The arena became shrouded in darkness, but everyone could still clearly see the duel. “This field spell allows me to draw one extra card on my turns, and I activate it now.
I’ll then normal summon Mythic Dog(LV 3/700/700).” A small, white dog appeared. “Since I control a field spell, he lets me add a Mythic monster form my deck to my hand. I’ll then set one card before ending my turn.”
“That’s the power of Fluttershy’s deck ladies and gentlemen.” The commentator announced. “She takes full advantage of having a field spell in the field zone allowing her to set up the field with minimal loss to advantage. The question is, how will Twilight respond?”
“Fluttershy really has improved since she didn’t hesitate to make her moves.” Twilight drew. “I discard my Dark Magic Attack to activate the effect of Timaeus the Dragon of Destiny(LV 8/2800/1800).
By sending a spellcaster or spell/trap which specifically mentions Dark Magician, from my hand or field to the grave, I can special summon this monster.” A large, blue dragon appeared roaring at Mythic Dog. “Now, Timaeus will attack your Dog.”
“I activate my Half or Nothing trap card.” Fluttershy countered. “Now that it’s your battle phase, you must choose to either half your monsters’ ATK until the end of the Battle Phase or end your Battle Phase.”
“I’ll halve my monster’s attack allowing him to continue the battle.” Twilight replied.
Timaeus the Dragon of Destiny(LV 8/1400/1800 effect) blasted Mythic Dog off the field (Twilight 4000/Fluttershy 3300). 
Timaeus the Dragon of Destiny(LV 8/2800/1800)
 
“With that, I’ll set a card of my own before ending my turn.” Twilight finished.
“Fluttershy counters a strong play from Twilight reducing the damage she’d have taken.” The commentor declared. “With no cards on her field, and a powerful monster left on Twilight’s, Fluttershy’s going to need to catch up.”
“It’s my move, and I’ll use my field spell to draw two cards.” Fluttershy drew. “Since you control a monster, and I do not, I can special summon my Mythic Rabbit(LV 1/0/0).” A white rabbit appeared.
“Since I control a field spell, I special summon Mythic Bat(LV 3/800/800).” A white bat appeared. “I’ll then normal summon Mythic Gekko(LV 4/1100/1500).” A white Gekko appeared.
“When this card is normal summoned, I can special summon a Mythic monster from my grave. The only one in there is Mythic Dog(LV 3/700/700). Since I control at least one Mythic monster, I can special summon Mythic Wolf(LV 4/1500/1400).” A white wolf appeared.
Blue Corner
“You didn’t tell us she could pull off a combo like that!” Astral shouted in amazement.
“To be fair, I had no idea how far Fluttershy’s come.” Flash retorted. “If you’ll remember, Twilight and I both lost touch with our friends.”
“Still, if this is how far she’s come, then just how much have some of the strongest duelist from your former friend group come?” Zack questioned.
Arena
“This is a new treat to behold!” The commentator declared. “Fluttershy has just summoned five monsters in one turn, but what is she about to do with them?”
“Fluttershy, you just summoned five monsters in one turn!” Twilight shouted in shock. “Only a few duelists can do that and even fewer can do it without the aid of Pendulum monsters.”
“It took me a bit to figure this combo out, and I’m glad I get to use it against a friend.” Flutershy declared with a smile. “Now, Mythic Bat will give my Mythic Dog a tune up to Synchro for 6. Synchro summon Ancient Bicorn(LV 6/2200/1800).”
A colorful unicorn with two horns appeared. “During the main phase, this monster allows me to select one monster you control. Then, in exchange for this being the only monster that can attack this turn, your monster loses 500 ATK for each monster I control.
I control four.” Timaeus the Dragon of Destiny(LV 8/800/1800 effect). “Now, Bicorn will attack Timaeus (Twilight 2600/Fluttershy 3300). Now, Rabbit will give Wolf and Gekko a tune up to synchro for 9.
Dragon of ancient light, shine your power upon my field. Synchro summon Ancient Light Dragon(LV 9/3100/4000) in defense mode.” A colossal, beautiful dragon appeared coiled up on Fluttershy’s field. With her effect, once per turn, I can show the top four cards of my deck.
Then, I must reshuffle my deck, but I gain 1000 life points for each field spell revealed.” Land of Wind, Mythic Cat, Land of Water, and Mythic Tiger were revealed. With two field spells revealed, I gain 2000 life points (Twilight 2600/Fluttershy 5300). It’s your move Twilight.”
“Now, Fluttershy has flipped the odds back in her favor.” The commentator declared. “She answered Twilight masterfully putting her on the back foot. Can she recover?”
“You’ve really come into your own as a duelist Fluttershy, but my spellcasters always have tricks up their sleeves.” Twilight drew. “I first activate my face down Magician’s Navigation. First off, I special summon a Dark Magician(LV 7/2500/2100) from my hand.”
The purple robbed magician appeared. “Then, I can special summon a level seven or lower dark Spellcaster form my deck. I choose a second Dark Magician(LV 7/2500/2100).” The red robbed magician appeared. “Now, I activate Polymerization.
With this spell, I’ll fuse the second Dark Magician with Magician of Black Chaos MAX from my hand. Spellcaster that banishes all who stand before me, appear! Fusion summon Dark Master of Chaos(LV 8/3000/2500). A spellcaster in purple armor appeared.
Red Corner
“Well, Harmonious Element does appear to have some bite to them, huh Catastros?” Daring asked.
Catastros nodded. “Yeah…”
Arena
“When Master of Chaos is fusion summoned, I can special summon a light or dark monster form my grave. I choose Dark Magician(LV 7/2500/2100). Now, I overlay my two Dark Magicians. Spellcaster that studies magic in the deepest realms of shadow, appear!
Xyz summon Ebon Illusion Magician(R 7/O 2/2500/2100).” A spellcaster with long, blond hair and dark blue robes appeared. “By detaching one overlay unit, I can special summon one, normal Spellcaster monster from my hand or deck. I choose Dark Magician(LV 7/2500/2100).”
Ebon Illusion Magician(R 7/O 1/2500/2100)
 
The green robbed magician appeared.
“Looks like I wasn’t the only one to improve.” Fluttershy smiled. “You managed to incorporate Xyz summoning into your deck and increased your ability to special summon.”
“Just watch Fluttershy because this Xyz monster has another affect I’ll show you by attacking your Bicorn with Dark Magician. Dark Magic Attack. When a normal spellcaster declares an attack, Ebon, once per turn, can banish one card you control. I choose Light Dragon.”
Fluttershy watched on in shock as her dragon was banished. “Since she wasn’t destroyed, I can’t activate her effect to special summon an Ancient Synchro monster from my extra deck or grave besides her.”
Dark Magician then blasted Bicorn (Twilight 2600/Fluttershy 5000).
“Now, Ebon Illusion Magician will attack you directly with Ebon Magic Attack!” The magician generated a sphere of pitch-black magic that passed through Fluttershy (Twilight 2600/Fluttershy 2500). “Now, Master of Chaos will end this with Chaos Destruction.”
“I can discard Mythic Bear from my hand to negate your attack.” Fluttershy declared. “When he is sent to the grave through this effect, I can special summon Mythic Regulus(LV 4/1700/1000) from my deck, hand, or graveyard.” A white light appeared.
“I have no choice but to end my turn.” Twilight declared.
“Twilight’s back with the advantage at three monsters to Flutershy’s one.” The commentor declared. “What’s more, their life points are practically even. If you asked my opinion on who has this, I’d say it could go either way with the skills these two have displayed.”
“I use Land of Darkness meaning I’ll be drawing two cards.” Fluttershy drew. “Firstly, since Regulus is on the field, I can play field spells in my spell/trap zone. If Regulus ever leaves the field, any field spells down there, at the time, can remain as though he were still there.
With that in mind, I’ll play my Land of Fire field spell.” The darkness merged with the fire becoming a new realm around them. “This field spell allows me to target one card you control and destroy it. I choose Master of Chaos.”
Twilight watched as her monster exploded. “When Master of Chaos is destroyed by card effect or battle, I can target a spell card in my grave and add it to my hand. The only card I can choose is my Polymerization.”
“That monster is full of surprises, but that spell won’t save you this turn.” Fluttershy declared. “I summon my Mythic Squirrel(LV 2/500/300).” A white squirrel appeared. “Since I control a field spell, I can declare a level from 3 to 5 and make him that level. I declare 4.”
Mythic Squirrel(LV 4/500/300 effect). “Speaking of controlling a field spell, it’s what also allows me to discard my Mythic Cat which will then destroy another card you control. I choose Ebon Illusion Magician. Then, Squirrel will give Regulus a tune up to Synchro for 8.
Mighty beast of three horns, appear! Synchro summon Ancient Tricorn(LV 8/2800/2000).” A larger, white unicorn with three horns appeared. “He will attack Dark Magician (Twilight 2300/Fluttershy 2500).
When Tricorn destroys a monster by battle, I can special summon an Ancient Bicorn or Ancient Unicorn from my extra deck or grave. I choose to revive Ancient Bicorn(LV 6/2200/1800), and he will attack you directly (Twilight 100/Fluttershy 2500). I end my turn.”
Blue Corner
“At this point, it’s down to the wire.” Zack commented. “Either Twilight needs to win or have something to by herself time.”
“Don’t worry because I think Twilight’s got this.” Astral declared. “No matter what, the duel isn’t over until the last card is played.”
“Exactly.” Flash nodded. “A situation like this isn’t impossible to overcome, and Twilight has plenty of cards that can overcome it.”
“We’ll just have to see how her turn goes.” Zack stated.
Arena
“Well folks, this turn or the next could end up deciding this duel.” The commentor declared. “Twilight has been backed into a clear corner. Can she get out of it?”
“Looking at my hand, all I have is Polymerization and Attribute Declaration. Even if I drew a monster, I’d still need another to make use of it. Attribute Declaration has a great effect when paired with Mahad and an even better effect when in the grave.
 
While I could just use it now to get at that effect, I may not need it.” Twilight stared at her deck and took a deep breath. “All I need is Mahad, and I can take this duel.” She placed her hand on top of the deck and drew. “My turn!” She looked at the card and smiled.
The card I just drew is Palladium Oracle Mahad(LV 7/2500/2100). By revealing this drawn card, I can special summon him.” A man in white attire and golden armor appeared. “With him, the duel ends this turn.”
“You can’t win this turn.” Fluttershy stated. “You monster can’t overcome Tricorn and Bicorn’s destruction would only deal me 300 life points of damage.”
“Normally, you’d be right, but I can change that through the card Attribute Declaration. This card allows me to declare an Attribute and all monsters become that attribute until the end of the turn. I declare dark!”
Fluttershy’s eyes opened wide. “That means your Mahad can use his ability.”
“That’s right, and by attacking the right monster, this duel is over.” Twilight declared. “Mahad, attack Fluttershy’s now dark attributed Bicorn. When Mahad attacks a monster with a dark attribute, his attack doubles for the Battle Phase.”
Palladium Oracle Mahad(LV 7/5000/2100 effect)
Palladium drew his sword, which radiated powerful, black energy, before lunging forward and slicing through Bicorn with one, mighty slash (Twilight 100/Fluttershy 0).
“The first duel goes to Twilight putting Team Harmonious Element on the board.” The commentor declared. “It was a well fought duel, but Fluttershy just couldn’t take the win.”
The monsters faded and Twilight approached Fluttershy. “Fluttershy, thank you for giving it your all.” She held out her hand. “You helped me come to better understand the improvements I made to my deck, and it was a great duel.”
“Despite the differences with your deck, it still felt nostalgic to duel you.” Fluttershy smiled and shook the hand. “I hope to duel you again in the future.”
Twilight walked away from her. “I’ll look forward to it.”
Fluttershy looked after one of her old friends with a sad smile before moving to join her team.
Red Corner
“Sorry Daring and Catastros, but she proved to be too strong.” Fluttershy stated.
“In the end, win or lose, you gave the duel your all.” Daring nodded. “That’s all that matters.”
Catastros nodded. “Yeah, you were great.”
“Catastros, you’re next.” Daring declared. “Show them what you can do.”
He simply nodded before standing, touching his disk to the podium, and walking out to meet his opponent.
Blue Corner
“Now, that’s my rival.” Astral grinned. “You were awesome Twilight! What the heck were some of those cards? I don’t remember seeing a good few of them when we worked on our decks back at the compound.”
“It was that day Flash sent us out to try and find information on Excavated Heart.” Twilight stated. “I was checking out a local card shop and saw they were selling Spellcaster support. They seemed to fit me a bit more than the Silent Magicians. Sorry Astral.”
“Hey, don’t apologize.” Astral grinned. “Like I said, you were awesome. The two of us have to duel once this is over.
Besides Twilight, that’s your deck, so you should do what feels right for it.” Flash then turned to their Predaplant user. “Now, I think you should get your shot in the world league. Go on and show them your debut.”
Zack stood. “I believe I shall.”
He touched his duel disk to the podium and walked out to meet his opponent.

			Author's Notes: 
When it comes to Fluttershy's deck, I originally wanted to give her Luna's deck from 5D's; however, no offense to Luna, but it didn't really seem to fit in with more modern styled decks. In the end, I decided I'd base her deck off the idea Luna seemed to aspire to.
From what I could gather, it was interactions with Field Spells along with gaining life points. I combined that idea with Fluttershy's love of animals to come up with the deck you saw. Hopefully, you enjoyed the duel between her and Twilight.
As for Fluttershy coming out the other end of that Dark Magic relatively fine, I kind of want to stress different levels with the girls. Some of them will be similar, but other different. some will be apologetic while others will need convincing.
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